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THORNTON HITS 12 POINTS AND, CUSIMANO NETS 8

Cranford Cougars Rally, Beat
Lady Devil Hoopsters, 43-38

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Whoever gets to shoot last will
win” seemed to be the scenario and
the Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team rallied to score the final
five points to defeat the Blue Devils,
43-38, in Westfield on January 13. A
game in which the lead changed con-

stantly in the first three quarters
shifted drastically in favor of the
Cougars late in the fourth.

Blue Devil junior Courtney
Thornton found the basket the most,
scoring 12 points and junior Katie
Sands laid in nine points for the
Cougars. The Blue Devils, now 2-6,
have been victims of tough luck, hav-

ing been edged by just a few points in
several of those losses.

“Four of our losses have been by
one to five point margins,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
“What’s good, however, is that we
are in every game.”

The Cougars did hold a height
advantage, but both teams relied
mainly on their team speed. Despite
the height disadvantage, the Blue
Devils were quite effective under the
boards as Thornton pulled down
eight, senior Val Griffeth grabbed
seven and Carolyn Matthews, who
also had five assists and four steals,
pulled four. Griffeth also had three
assists and blocked three shots and
Karen Manahan had three assists
and demonstrated her quickness with
two steals.

The Blue Devils did, however, ap-
pear to be a bit confused with their
defensive scheme early in the first
quarter.

“We were confused about a special
defense that we played, so I called
time-out to explain it,” said Marino.

The lead changed no less than 13
times in the first half and the Blue
Devils held a slight edge, taking a
22-19 lead into the locker room. Five

JESSE COXSON BECOMES PIRATE “MOST OUTSTANDING SWIMMER”

No. 1 Lady Blue Devil Swimmers Seize
Pirate Invitational Meet by Eight Points

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lora Masters, Dana and Janney
Zonnevylle, Chrissy, Jen and Mel-
issa Horner, Kerry Hertell, Lynne
Cassidy, Christina and Mei-Mei
Caroe, Brandeis Wright, Anne
Burkett, Anne Teitelbaum, Jill Smith,
Lisa Olden, Brooke Smith ... those
are just some of the great swimmers
in Westfield High School girls
swimming’s storied history.

Last Saturday, Jesse Coxson did

something none of them had ever
done — she was named the Most
Outstanding Swimmer at the 21st
Pirate Invitational Championships.
Coxson won the 200- and 500-yard
freestyles for the second straight year,
plus anchored two winning relays as
the Blue Devils, ranked No. 1 in the
state in the Gannett Top 10, won the
team title by a slim 269-261 margin
over the host Pirates of West Windsor-
Plainsboro South.

The meet wasn’t decided until the
final few inches, when Coxson
touched out WW-P captain Cara
Drum to win the 400 free relay.

It was Westfield’s first win at Pi-
rate since 1987, when Hertell, Cassidy
and the Caroe sisters were the big
guns, and all of the current WHS
swimmers were in pre-school. It was
also just the third Pirate title ever for
WHS, the first coming in 1985.

“Winning the team title is what
was most important,” Coxson said.
“But to be the first girl from West-
field to win the outstanding swim-
mer award is ... it’s unbelievable.”

Coxson’s stiffest competition for the
outstanding swimmer award was her
teammate — junior Ashley Saul, who

won the 200 individual medley and
100 butterfly (both in close touch-out
finishes over WW-P opponents) and
swam on the winning 4x50 free relay.

Coach Bev Torok’s club got point-
scoring contributions from no less
than 12 swimmers. In addition to the
huge efforts of Coxson and Saul,

there were: seniors Abby Coxson (5th
50 free, 3rd 100 free) and Katie
Bartholomew (8th 200 IM, and clutch
win in 100 breast over WW-P cap-
tain); juniors Chrissy Schwebel (7th
200 free, 3rd 500 free), Jen Fowler
(4th 50 free, 6th 100 free), Stephanie

Blue Devil Swim Boys Cruise
Past Raiders and Delbarton

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Was the Westfield boys swim team
ready to swim last week? With Mor-
ris County champion Delbarton and
Union County champ Scotch Plains-
Fanwood as the opponents, the Blue
Devils proved very up to the task.
Against Delbarton on January 11,
WHS raced to a 39-23 lead at the
break and cruised to a 109-61 vic-
tory. Then, with arch-rival SP-F vis-
iting Wallace Pool on January 13, the
Devils stormed to a 42-20 lead and
never looked back in a 103-67 win.

Junior Cliff Haldeman won the 200-
and 500-yard freestyles to lead WHS
over the Green Wave, which managed
to win five of the eight individual

races. Junior Colby Fagin’s first in the
breaststroke was the other WHS vic-
tory. The Raiders, which came into
the meet unbeaten, also notched five
first places — two each by Steve
Berkowitz (100 fly, 100 back) and
Charlie Rowe (200, 500 free) and one
by Chris Swenson (breast).

The Raiders also got a couple of
school record performances by Annie
Espinoza (59.34 100 fly) and Dana
Berkowitz (2:12.46 200 IM). But
that was no match for WHS, which
recorded a season-high in power
points, despite not having the ser-
vices of junior star Matt Vidovich
(knee injury) and having to scratch
freshman ace Zach Coppa (flu) from
the 500 free.

Freshman Sean Baran got the huge
crowd rocking when he rallied in the
final few feet to catch Chris Smith
and give WHS a win in the opening
200 medley relay at 1:45.96. Fellow
frosh Vince Shen and Greg Matthews
teamed with Haldeman on that unit.

The biggest surprise of the meet
came in the 200 individual medley,
which pitted Shen against Dana
Berkowitz in the middle of the pool.
But it was WHS sophomore Rob
Freundlich who touched first, drop-
ping three seconds off his previous
best for a 2:11.37 victory.

The other WHS wins were by
Haldeman (50 free) and senior tri-
captain Scott Kautzmann (100 free).

GRABEL PINS FOR ‘CHECK’, LOOMIS PINS FOR ‘MATE’

Raiders Win a Chess Match;
Checkmate Cougar Matmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Such as it is with sports! Baseball
has its winning home run in the
bottom of the ninth, basketball has its
winning basket at the buzzer and
football has its winning field goal
with just seconds left. And, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team took it right down to the
final bout to pull out a stunning, 37-
33, victory over a strong Cranford
team in Scotch Plains on January 12.

Stunning indeed and cunning in-
deed as Raider Head Coach Mike
Artigliere, missing two of his varsity
wrestlers, juggled his wrestlers wisely
and won the wrestling chess match
with Cougar Coach Dom
DiGioacchino. The outcomes of sev-
eral bouts and the team-point distri-

bution were decided just seconds be-
fore the glare of the buzzer.

The first outcome went in favor of
the Cougars when Pat Daly, holding
a slim 3-2 lead over Raider Matt
DeNicholo, scored a takedown fol-
lowed by a nearfall at the end of the
third period to record an 8-2 victory.
At 112, an escape by Dan Katsikes
with just two seconds remaining saved
the Cougars a team point, as Raider
Dave Loewinger, who won 10-3, was
denied a majority decision.

“Dave lost a big point. I knew it
was going to be important,” said
Artigliere. “As you know the match
came down to four points. Hopefully,
he’s going to use that as a learning
experience and be more aware.”

Mike Loewinger at 119 shifted
momentum to the Raiders when he

crunched Nick Seeman in a cradle
with three seconds left in the second
period. However, a very pivotal bout
occurred at 130 when Raider A. J.
Romeo, trailing 5-3, scored a penalty
point then added a takedown with
three seconds left to defeat Brendan
Small, 6-5.

“Mike is probably one of our most
improved wrestlers. He’s doing some
real good things. He’s been aggres-
sive all year,” said Artigliere. “I’m
real proud of the way he’s been wres-
tling.”

Entangled in the chess match, the
real checkmate may have come when
Cougar Greg Brown, who weighed
in at 135, appeared on the mats two
classes heavier at 145. Recognizing a
rule violation, the referee ruled a

SEMENORO SHINES WITH 14, COOK COOKS WITH 12

Devil Boys Frighten Farmers;
But Fall in 4th Period, 50-43

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With probably the best showing all
year, the Westfield High School boys
basketball team controlled the tempo
for three quarters but fell short to the 20-
ranked Union Farmers, 50-43, in Union
on January 15. Blue Devils Jay Cook
and Jon Semenoro played a major role
in frightening the Farmers, pouring in
12 and 14 points, respectively.

“We controlled the tempo which
kept us in the game,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly. “We are
just getting better and starting to
understand the concept of what we
are trying to do offensively.”

True, the Farmers were off in their
shooting most of the game, but it was
the Blue Devils’ hustle which may
have caused some of the edginess. The
Devils penetrated the Farmers’ zone
in the first quarter and drew three
fouls which resulted in five points.
But, it was Cook who was cooking as
he served up six of his points to give
the Blue Devils a slight, 11-10, lead.
Farmer star Rob Zinkowicz also pen-
etrated for six points.

Captain Jeff Weber initiated the
scoring in the second quarter by
stealing the ball and converting it

with a successful lay-up. Unfortu-
nately for the Devils, the Farmers
rolled off six-straight points to take
a 17-13 lead. Fortunately, Cook re-
taliated with four points, Semenoro
hit a center jumper, then Jim
McKeon converted a lay-up off a
great pass from Weber to stretch the

Blue Devils lead to 21-17 at the half.
Determined to shift control of the

tempo to their favor, the Farmers
began to find the mark and scored
eight of the first 10 points in the third
quarter to take a 25-23 lead. How-
ever, Semenoro put on a one-man
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
KEEPING SANDS AT HAND…Blue Devil Jackie Cusimano, left, tries to keep
Cougar Katie Sands, No. 5, from driving in for a lay-up as Karen Manahan,
center, and Val Griffeth, right, move into position.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TRYING TO GET OFF THE SHOT…Blue Devil sophomore Jim McKeon tries
to get off a shot as Farmer Rob Zincowicz attempts to block it.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
THE EXCLUSIVE BUTTERFLY…Raider Dana Berkowitz, doing the butter-
fly, set a new Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School record in the 200 IM with a
time of 2:12.46 during the meet against the Blue Devil boys on January 13.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
RIPPING A CROSS-FACE…Raider A. J. Romeo, top, rips a mean cross-face
on Cougar opponent Brendon Small at 130. Romeo scored a takedown in the final
seconds to win 6-5.


