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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

CHANGING OF THE GUARD…Elected officers of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church and School in Westfield observe the “Passing of the Gavel” by outgoing
President Charlie Abruzzo to Sonja Burkett, the new President, during instal-
lation services on January 9.

By REV. KENNETH G. HETZEL

This week, our community ob-
served the birthday of Martin Luther
King, Jr. with a community worship
service. Members of the different con-
gregations and houses of worship
were present and participating. The
Mayors and councils of Fanwood and
Scotch Plains were represented or
present. This was another of the times
when our communities gathered to-
gether in a healthy and trust-build-
ing manner.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
man of deep Christian faith who ex-
pected his faith to influence his life
and the life of his community and
nation. He understood at a personal
level that his faith was useless, per-
haps even irrelevant, if it were only to
lie dormant six days a week, spark-
ing to life for only hours on the
seventh day, Sunday.

Dr. King put his life where his
faith was, living his convictions and
changing a generation of people. His
life demonstrates the power of faith
shared and openly lived.

At this month’s meeting of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerium,
there were several notable items. Both
newly-elected mayors were present.
We were hosted by the Superinten-
dent of Schools. One of our mem-
bers, having been diagnosed with a
brain tumor, was prayed over for
healing. Across denominational and
doctrinal lines, there were genuine
offers of ministry support to our col-

Westfield Hadassah
To Begin Study Group
WESTFIELD — The first meet-

ing of a study group for Westfield
Hadassah members will be held at 11
a.m. on Monday, January 24, at
Temple Emanu-El.

The group, led by Robin Jacobs,
Education Vice-President, will meet
prior to the combined board and gen-
eral meeting at 12:30 p.m.

The subject of the discussion for
the year will be “Jews in Faraway
Places.” All are invited to attend.

The program for the combined
Board and General meeting is en-
titled “What it Means to Be Jewish,”
featuring a presentation of published
opinions of various women. Molly
Tobert will be the coordinator.
Dolores Allen, Mildred Pollock and
Beatrice Wetscher also will be par-
ticipating.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:
ROAD SURFACE REPLACEMENT AND

GENERAL REPAIRS FOR HETFIELD
AVENUE BRIDGE OVER RARITAN
VALLEY LINE, M.P. 19.85 NJDOT

STRUCTURE NO.2063-164
This project consists of the replacement

of the road surface, repairs to bridge deck
and steel superstructure, granite block curb-
ing, painting of steel superstructure, and
miscellaneous other repairs.

This project will be partially funded by the
New Jersey Department of Transportation,
Bureau of Local Aid.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until 10:00 a.m. on Friday, February 18,
2000. The Township of Scotch Plains (here-
inafter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be presented
in sealed envelopes which are clearly marked
“Bid for ROAD SURFACE REPLACE-
MENT AND GENERAL REPAIRS FOR
HETFIELD AVENUE BRIDGE OVER
RARITAN VALLEY LINE, M.P. 19.85
NJDOT STRUCTURE NO.2063-164”,
Contract E98-2, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076". No bid will be
received after the time and date specified.

A pre-bid conference shall be held in the
Township of Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 8, 2000 at 10:00 a.m.  All prospective
bidders are encouraged to attend this
meeting.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date of
the bid opening except if provided for herein.
The bid of any Bidder who consents to an
extension may be held for consideration for
a longer period of time as may be agreed
upon between Bidder and the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Plans and specifications for this
work may be examined at the Office of the
Township Engineer, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
during business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., beginning Monday, January 24, 2000 ,
and purchased for a $25.00 non-refundable
fee.

Bid proposals and all required documents
must be completed and submitted by the
date as set forth above. All documents in the
enclosed Bid Package must accompany the
bid proposal.

in addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to the
Township of Scotch Plains shall be submit-
ted with each bid as a guaranty that if a
contract is awarded the Bidder shall ex-
ecute said Contract. The Bid Security shall
be in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the
total amount of the bid or Twenty-Thousand
Dollars ($20,000.00), whichever in lower.

All bid Security, except the Bid Security of
the three (3) apparent lowest responsible
Bidders shall, if requested in writing, be
returned after ten (10) days from the open-
ing of the bids (Sundays and holiday ex-
cepted) and the bids of such Bidders shall
be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch Plains,
will be in the best interest of the Township all
in accordance with the New Jersey Local
Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et
seq. In the event of an equal or tie bid, the
Township shall award the bid to the Bidder
which, in the Township’s sole discretion,
best serves the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.

The selected Bidder, will, within seven (7)
days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimina-
tion in Connection with Certain Public Con-
tracts and Supplementing the ‘Law Against
Discrimination’ approved April 16, 1945 (P.L.
1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C. 17:27, as
amended from time to time, and the Ameri-
cans With Disability Act.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.

Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T – 1/20/00, The Times Fee: $99.96

A Weekly Column From Members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association

Dr. King’s Legacy Reminds People
To Build Their Lives Upon Faith

league and the congregation he serves.
We shared practical experiences

on how to meet contemporary pasto-
ral crises. And collectively, we hosted
and participated in the communities’
Martin Luther King Day services.

Within the Ministerium, there is a
remarkable spirit of cooperation and
consideration. Our interests lie in the
spiritual health of the two communi-
ties and we believe that our experi-
ence reflects the shared life of our
neighbors.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood are
understood to be attractive commu-
nities in which to live. We are seeing
a housing market boom in which
people are standing in line to buy
homes before they become available.
Our schools are rapidly overflowing
with wonderful youngsters. Our
teachers are excellent. Community
sports and little leagues of all kinds
flourish. Our streets are safe. Our
neighborhoods are clean, green, and
wonderfully peaceful. They are also
friendly. There is a richness of life
shared together.

Surely this is so because we are a
people committed to basic values built
on our faith traditions. And just as
surely this will remain so as each of
us continues to treasure and genu-
inely live our authentic religious heri-
tage. As we do, we are blessed.

*  *  *  *  *
The Reverend Kenneth G. Hetzel is

Pastor of the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

Alicia Traylor Helps Monitor
Elections in Mozambique

Mell Traylor

WESTFIELD — Alicia French
Traylor, a former
Westfield resident,
recently partici-
pated with her hus-
band, former Geor-
gia Senator Mell R.
Traylor, in the
Carter Peace
Center’s Democ-
racy Program to
help monitor elections in the East
African nation of Mozambique.

The couple, who
are longtime
friends of former
President Jimmy
Carter and former
First Lady Rosalyn
Carter, were per-
sonally invited by
the Carters to join
the delegation.

Mrs. Traylor is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Mullaney of
Westfield.

During lunch with the Carters,

Mrs. Traylor had expressed her and
her husband’s interest in volunteer-
ing time and funds to help ensure a
fair and democratic election in
Mozambique.

Mr. and Mrs. Traylor arrived in the
capital city of Moputo on November
30 and the elections took place on
December 3, 4 and 5. Fifty people
representing 16 different countries
participated in the elections moni-
toring.

The outcome, according to a press
release issued jointly on December 6
by former President Carter and former
Botswana President Ketumile Masire,
indicated a high voter turnout with
minor electoral complaints.

Although the Traylors’ and Cart-
ers’ base of operations was the secure
Hotel Cardoza in Moputo, their mis-
sion involved reporting to various
voting precincts throughout the rural
regions of Mozambique before dawn
and spending nights in a grass cot-
tage in Tofu, located on the Indian
Ocean.

Bottled water, mosquito repellent,
12 different inoculations, taking
malaria tablets every seventh day
and sleeping beneath mosquito net-
ting was the average daily routine
while traveling 2,600 kilometers in
four days.

During the vote counting, the
Traylors and their interpreter and
guide observed the voting tabulation
by lantern and candlelight, covered
from head to foot with mosquito spray
and heavy clothing.

Despite the rigors of the trip, Mrs.
Traylor said she would definitely do
it again.

“Both of my parents instilled all of
their six children with determina-
tion, belief in God and the demo-
cratic spirit of self determination via
free elections,” she said.

Alicia Traylor

Historical Society Plans
Program for Tuesday
About Tinsmithing

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will host a talk and demon-
stration on tinsmithing by George
Pierson at its monthly meeting on
Tuesday, January 25, at 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood Train Station on North and
Martine Avenues.

Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the meeting, which is open to
everyone.

For further information about the
Historical Society, please contact
Richard Bousquet, President, at P.O.
Box 261, Scotch Plains, 07076 or
call (908) 232-1199.

Girl Scouts to Kick Off
Cookie Sale Tomorrow
WESTFIELD — Girl Scouts from

the Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council will be taking orders for
their annual cookie sale beginning
tomorrow, Friday, January 21 and
continuing through Sunday, Febru-
ary 6.

Girls will host displays, booth sales
and take orders in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
Berkeley Heights, among other com-
munities served by the Girl Scout
Council.

Anyone wishing to be contacted by
a Girl Scout or to find out where girls
will be selling cookies locally, please
call the Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council Service Center at (908) 232-
3236.

Mountainside Woman
Recalls Life Spanning

Three Centuries

TO LIFE…Mildred Perko of Mountainside, pictured on her 101st birthday
recently, has seen three centuries during her long life, which began during the
Victorian era in Austria-Hungary. She attributes her longevity to “loving
children, fresh cooking every day with fruits and vegetables and having a daily
Manhattan.”

By SONIA V. OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Sitting on the
couch in her yellow Mountainside
ranch home, surrounded by pictures
of loved ones from the past 100 years,
centenarian Mildred Perko fondly
reflected last Sunday on a life which
has now spanned three centuries.

Mrs. Perko, who recently turned
101, shared memories of her child-
hood in Austria-Hungary and life in
America during the 1900s, as well as
her feelings on witnessing the turn of
yet another century, as well as a new
millennium.

Mrs. Perko was born in Keiseben,
Austria-Hungary, on October 24,
1898. The town was renamed Sabinov
after Austria-Hungary became
Czechoslovakia. The country broke

mon name at the time.
“When my mother arrived, she

spoke no English at all. It’s a miracle
that she arrived safely since she re-
moved her identification name-tag
from her suit,” her daughter, Dor-
othy Greenberg of Brooklyn, warmly
recalled. She felt that her suit was too
lovely to ruin it with a name tag!”

Before leaving for America,
Mildred had been asked by her mother
to bring baptismal papers for a
friend’s son. Unknown to her, des-
tiny would have its way and the
friend’s son, Charles Perko, wound
up being her future husband. The two
met and three months later were wed
on July 11, 1921.

Mildred, then 23, and her husband
lived in Elizabeth after her marriage.
They owned the first pork store in

into two separate regions several years
ago, and Mrs. Perko’s birthplace is
now located in Slovakia.

At the time of her birth, her village
was known as the walled city, accord-
ing to Mrs. Perko, because it had four
towers to protect it from outside in-
vaders. One of the towers is still
standing.

Mrs. Perko, who lost her father on
the Russian front during World War
I, recalled that “it was a terrible life in
Europe after the war.” One of six
sisters, only she and two others, Anna
and Margaret, braved the journey
across the great Atlantic Ocean to
seek a better life in America.

Mildred, who traveled to this coun-
try separately from her siblings, spent
two weeks crammed with other pas-
sengers on board the ship President
Wilson, which arrived in the United
States in the spring of 1920.

Due to an epidemic, the vessel did
not make its traditional stop at Ellis
Island, instead docking at Governors
Island in Upper New York Bay, south
of Manhattan.

Once at Governors Island, Mildred
contacted an aunt living in Elizabeth
who was responsible for obtaining
permission for her niece to enter the
United States.

Entering the country with the name
Amelia, Mrs. Perko was renamed
Mildred because it was a more com-

Elizabeth for seven years, which for-
tunately was not affected by the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

“During the Depression, my
father’s business survived. My father
was a very generous and kind man
who lent money to people and gave
meat to those who were in need dur-
ing those hard times,” said Mrs.
Perko’s son, Charles, with whom she
lives.

Times in Elizabeth were happy
ones for the Perkos until they were
robbed in their store. Disillusioned,
the couple returned to their native
country, according to her daughter,
Dorothy.

“When they arrived in Austria-
Hungary, my father dressed in a nice
suit and was standing near the train
station smoking a cigarette when a
soldier approached and asked him
for his papers. My father realized
that he didn’t want this type of life
either, and returned to America,
where they settled in New York City
on the east side,” Dorothy said.

In addition to Dorothy and Charles,
the Perkos had another daughter,
Mildred, now living in Cranford.
Mrs. Perko, who also has eight grand-
children and 12 great-grandchildren,
credits her longevity “to loving chil-
dren, fresh cooking every day with
fruits and vegetables and having a
daily Manhattan.”


