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Area Observations of Martin Luther King Day
To Include Traditional Westfield March, Service

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

For many of those born before 1960,
there are vivid memories of marches,
protests, sit-ins, riots and the man
who proclaimed the famous words,
“We shall overcome.”

For the next generation of children
born after 1960, the spirited unrest of
the Civil Rights Movement was little
more than words on a page or stories
recounted by their teachers and par-
ents.

But for Westfield school students,
the legacy left by the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. comes alive each
year because of the continuing efforts
of one group of dedicated volunteers.

The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Association of Westfield, which will
celebrate its 13th anniversary this
year, sponsors a variety of events
each year, including a town march,
an essay contest and a commemora-
tive service in honor of the fallen
clergyman and civil rights leader.

Like his father, the late Martin
Luther King, Dr. King pursued a
career as a minister. As a civil rights
activist, he was the leading force
behind the withdrawal of the segre-
gation laws in the 1960’s, preaching
empowerment through non-violent
resistance. Dr. King was assassinated
on April 4, 1968.

“It is important for us to make Dr.
King’s message a living reality,”
stated Donnell Carr, Vice President
of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Association.

“We engage the critical thinking
skills of the children through rel-
evant themes in our essay contest and
we revive Dr. King’s message of hope,
love and peace through the march
and the religious service,” Mr. Carr
stated.

The theme of the contest this year,
entitled “The Future of Race Rela-
tions in the New Millennium,” had
Westfield school students tackle these
thought-provoking questions: Do you
feel there has been real progress made
in race relations? What more needs
to be done? What would you do to
improve race relations?

“The theme is different each year,
but it is always geared towards moti-
vating the students to dig deeper into
history as well as into their own
thought processes,” Mr. Carr stated.

The essay contest this year is di-
vided into categories: high school,
intermediate schools and elementary
school. Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Edison Intermediate
School entries are judged separately
and winners will be chosen from
each of the schools.

First, second and third place prizes
will be awarded for each category.
First place winners for each category
will read their essays at this year’s
commemorative service.

The grand prize for the first-place
high school winner will be a laptop
computer with a color printer, while
the other winners will receive U.S.
Savings Bonds, ranging from $200

to $50.
The Association raises money for

the prizes through a community-wide
letter drive. A collection is also taken
up during each year’s commemora-
tive service.

The essays are judged by local
community leaders, business people,
teachers and parents.

Since Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William J. Foley has

Recreation Commission Approves Revised Plans
For Town’s Memorial Park and Pool Complex

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Recreation Com-
mission voted unanimously Monday
night to approve revised Memorial
Park and Pool Complex renovation
preliminary plans that have been re-
submitted by professional engineers
and landscape architects Kinsey As-
sociates.

Kinsey Associates of Hackettstown
still needs to look at two remaining
details in the plans before the propos-
als can be submitted to the Westfield

Town Council for a cost review and
approval. Town Council probably will
not consider the two plans before
April.

The revised plans follow a pro-
posal for separate and ambitious reno-
vations of Memorial Park and the
Pool complex totaling nearly $3 mil-
lion last September by the Recreation
Commission.

That proposal, also prepared by
Kinsey Associates, met with strong
opposition from area residents who
claimed, among numerous objections,

that the proposed project would en-
croach upon their properties and
would increase traffic in their neigh-
borhoods.

In response to the criticism, the
Recreation Commission formed a
subcommittee to examine revisions
to the two plans. A citizens commit-
tee also was formed.

Resident Joseph Penczak, who is a
member of the subcommitte, and sev-
eral other local residents who were at
Monday’s meeting were given copies
of the revised plans for Memorial
Park and Pool to review and com-
ment on during the public portion of
the meeting.

The revised plans included all of
the revisions suggested by the sub-
committee and approved by the Rec-
reation Commission at its December
meeting.

Two last-minute exceptions sug-
gested by Mr. Penczak were adopted
by the Commission and voted into
the revisions.

Mr. Penczak questioned the Com-

mission on the necessity of a retain-
ing wall indicated in the revised plans
behind the backstop of field No. 3.

The Recreation Commission
agreed to question Kinsey Associates
as to whether the wall was still nec-
essary because, under the revised
plan, field No. 3 is not being moved.
If the retaining wall is not necessary
for draining and grading purposes, it
will be eliminated as suggested by
Mr. Penczak.

Mr. Penczak also commented on a
proposed wood-chip path, connect-
ing the park’s softball fields to Drake
Place that extends through the woods.

“The path only serves as a quick
getaway for teens who are drinking
in the park after hours,” Mr. Penczak
stated.

Several Commission members
added that the path would be difficult
to maintain, considering the current
level of maintenance capabilities of
the Department of Public Works.

The Recreation Commission in-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Kenneth Rotter Takes Over as New
Chairman of Democratic Committee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Democratic Com-
mittee elected Kenneth B. Rotter as
its new Chairman Monday night.
The election follows the resignation
of Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman, who had held
the position for eight years.

Mr. Rotter first entered the
Westfield political picture three years
ago when he ran a close but unsuc-
cessful race against incumbent Re-
publican Third Ward Councilman
Neil F. Sullivan.

He has been known for his efforts
to recruit younger voters to join the
party.

Mr. Rotter, a resident of Westfield
since 1995, worked on the 1996 Con-
gressional campaign of Larry Lerner.

Raised in Sussex County, he is a
graduate of Georgetown Law School
in Washington, D.C. He graduated
magna cum laude in 1991 with a
bachelor’s degree in Russia Area

Studies from Drew University in
Madison.

After graduating from
Georgetown, the new Democratic
Party Chairman served as a Law
Clerk in 1994 for the House of Rep-
resentatives’ Judiciary Committee,
Subcommittee on Crime, and then
for New Jersey Superior Court Pre-
siding Judge Karen D. Russell of the
Civil Division in Morris County.
Judge Russell is now on the Superior
Court bench in Sussex County.

He is an attorney with Carpenter,
Bennett and Morrissey in Newark.

Mr. Rotter serves on the town’s
Insurance Advisory Board and has
been active with the Westfield Raritan
Valley Line Commuter Commission,
a group created in 1997 by Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim to begin looking
at direct service on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line to New York’s
Penn Station. Currently, commuters
must pick up Path trains at Newark’s
Penn Station to commute to Manhat-

tan.
Mr. Rotter also serves as a Trustee

on the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil board.

In assuming the chairmanship post,
Mr. Rotter said he intends to “keep
building on the past” leadership of
Mr. Goldman and Mayor Jardim.

He said under Mr. Goldman, the
party is now running full slates of
candidates for the Town Council.

“He has done a tremendous job to
make this a two-party town,” Mr.
Rotter said of his predecessor, add-
ing that the former Chairman also
has helped create a strong dialogue
between Democrats and Republicans
in the town.

Mr. Rotter said he expects to rely a
great deal on the “wealth of knowl-
edge” represented by the Democratic
Committee’s membership.

“There is just a big well of people
to draw upon (in the party),” said Mr.
Rotter.

Councilman Walsh
Resigns After 3 Yrs.
On Governing Body

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After three years of representing
the Third Ward on the Town Coun-
cil, John J. Walsh tendered his imme-
diate resignation to Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim Friday night.

The Democratic Committee, which
met Monday night, unanimously rec-
ommended that Claire Lazarowitz,
this past November’s Democratic
candidate for the Third Ward seat
held by Republican Neil F. Sullivan,
as the successor to Mr. Walsh. The
other two prospects for the vacancy

are Deborah A. Young of Welch Way
and Kenneth B. Rotter of Greene
Place, the newly elected Chairman of

John J. Walsh
the Democratic Party.

While Ms. Young is a new but
active member of the party, Mr. Rotter
ran a close but successful race against
Republican incumbent Councilman
Sullivan in 1997.

Ms. Lazarowitz lost a tight race
against Mr. Sullivan this past No-
vember. The vacant council seat ex-
pires at the end of the year.

Speaking on her likely appoint-
ment, Ms. Lazarowitz said, “it’s a
very exciting prospect; talk about
one door closing and another open-
ing.”

Newly elected Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman Mr. Rotter said,
“The Committee hopes the council
acts quickly” so that the new council
member can “hit the ground run-
ning” on getting acquainted with the
municipal budget process and coun-
cil standing committees.

He said the Democratic committee
“just feels that Claire would clearly
be the most qualified person” to fill
the council vacancy. Mr. Rotter has
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Council Set to Approve AGA Again as Insurance
Agent; Mayor Jardim Objects Over Rfp Process

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town Council is set this Tues-
day to vote on the appointment of the
town’s insurance advisor. The coun-
cil sought proposals for the consult-
ant but received only one bid, from
Amalgamated General Insurance
Agencies (AGA) of Westfield, the
company that provided the service in
1999.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim ex-
pressed disappointment with the pro-
cess, noting that he believes the re-
quest for proposal, or rfp, should
have been placed in The Star-Ledger
to reach a larger audience. The legal
appeared in the December 16 issue of
The Westfield Leader.

AGA was appointed in December
of 1998 in a party-line vote. Demo-
crats had voted to continue the town’s

relationship with Bollinger-Fowler,
which had the contract for decades,
while Republicans supported AGA,
a firm co-owned by former Republi-
can Mayor Ronald Frigerio.

Mayor Jardim told The Leader he
would like to “put it (the rfp) out
again and double our efforts” by ex-
panding the search for qualified in-
surance agents. He said he intended
to vote against the contract.

The Mayor said obtaining just one
proposal seemed to defeat the intent
of Westfield’s new ordinance requir-
ing rfp’s for professional services.
That ordinance, supported by Com-
mon Cause of New Jersey, is aimed at
gaining quality-based competitive
proposals to alleviate the perception
of politically-based contracts.

Second Ward Councilman James
J. Gruba disagreed with Mayor Jardim

on his assertion that the town staff
should contact four or five firms “to
make serious bids” for the town con-
tract.

He said he does not believe the
intent of Westfield’s ordinance is to
ask firms to bid on a contract.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman indicated that
when the town administrator knows
there are qualified firms that provide
a particular service sought by the
municipality, these companies should
be sent rfps in the mail.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
said in his line of work, it has been
common practice to contact firms
with a particular area of expertise for
a municipal contract. He said the
practice of competitive bids “is start-
ing to become more widespread” in
recent years.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott said that in the print-
ing business, in which he is em-
ployed, it is up to the vendor to keep

abreast of new business opportuni-
ties, as opposed to relying on discov-
ering bid requests in the newspaper.

While disturbed that Bollinger
Fowler, which had expressed interest
in a contract, had not been contacted
to submit a proposal for the insur-
ance risk manager pact, Councilman
Goldman said the council should
nonetheless move on with the reap-
pointment of AGA at this time.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury, while “pretty unhappy”
with how the risk manager rfp was
handled, indicated he did not want to
hold up the process of hiring the
insurance agent.

Janis Fried Weinstein, who also
represents the Fourth Ward on the
council, said Bollinger-Fowler knew
the AGA contract was expiring De-
cember 31 and should have kept up
on the implementation of the new rfp
ordinance and the subsequent publi-
cation of the public notice in The

                                                                                                                David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MINDOWASKIN MAGIC…A string of cold days near the recent holidays was
enough to put a thin layer of ice on the pond at picturesque Mindowaskin Park.
But as the weather became unseasonably warm, the ice quickly disappeared at
the downtown park.

                                                                                                                 Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
BREAKING THE ICE…On an exceptionally warm Sunday of the New Year’s
weekend, Danny Bentley enjoys breaking the thin ice covering the pond at
Mindowaskin Park. The day brought out many people to the parks and streets
to enjoy a day reminiscent of springtime in the middle of winter.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Council OKs Former
Princeton Official

As New Administrator
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Thomas B. Shannon of Princeton
has been named the new adminis-
trator for the Town of Westfield.
The unanimous choice of the five-
member selection committee, Mr.
Shannon was approved by the Town
Council during the closed session
of Tuesday night’s meeting.

Once a council vote on January
18 officially confirms Mr.
Shannon’s selection, he will as-
sume the administrator post on
February 7 at an annual salary of
$103,000.

He brings to Westfield 16 years’
experience in municipal manage-
ment from positions as Princeton
Borough Administrator (1992-
1999) and Hillsborough Township
Administrator (1983-1991). He is
presently serving the Town of
Phillipsburg as interim adminis-
trator and providing consulting
services to other Garden State com-
munities.

Mr. Shannon holds a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Civil/Environ-
mental Engineering from the New
Jersey Institute of Technology.

“(Tom) really stood out among
all the very qualified candidates,”
stated Mayor Thomas A. Jardim.
“He’s got a very dynamic personal-
ity and style, and a history of ac-
complishment in Princeton and
Hillsborough. He has a real appre-
ciation for Westfield and, I think,
the goals we’re setting for our-
selves.”

The selection committee, which

was formed last September, in-
cluded Mayor Jardim, Fourth Ward
Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman, Second Ward Council-
man James J. Gruba, former coun-
cilman James Hely and Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger, a former
Westfield mayor.

“The committee set some goals
for what we wanted,” explained
Mr. Hely.

“Get an experienced person with
town administration experience in
quality towns, plus longevity of
experience. We found a number of
people who met the criteria, but
(Tom) seemed to be the one that
stood out.”

The selection committee re-
ceived resumes from 25 applicants,
interviewed 10 candidates and
narrowed those to a “short list” of
four in late December, according
to Mr. Gruba.

In commenting on Mr.
Shannon’s credentials for the
Westfield job, the councilman
praised his handling of different
challenges as an administrator. He
mentioned Hillsborough’s large
geographic area and widespread
development along with
Princeton’s demographic similari-
ties to Westfield.

“He really has an impressive
record of projects completed and
budgets he’s been responsible for,”
said Mr. Gruba. “There was a posi-
tive feeling expressed to us by the
people familiar with his work.”

The mayor added, “He has a
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become a member of the Association,
participation in the essay contest and the
march has more than tripled, Mr. Carr
stated. “We have received an unprecedented
number of essays this year; in the area of
900 participants,” Mr. Carr observed.

The other events planned for Monday,
January 17 by the Association in honor
of Dr. King’s birthday will begin with a
march at noon, starting at Bethel Baptist
Church at 539 Trinity Place. The march
will conclude at The Presbyterian Church
of Westfield at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Beginning at 1 p.m., following the
march, a special commemorative ser-
vice will feature guest speaker, Rever-
end Laverne Lattimore-Ball at The Pres-
byterian Church of Westfield.

The march and the service are free
and the Association extends an invita-
tion everyone from Westfield and sur-
rounding communities to attend.

Reverend Lattimore-Ball has been
the pastor of the Rose of Sharon Com-
munity Church in Plainfield since 1991.
Pastor Ball has also been active in the
community as a member of the Strate-
gic Planning Committee of Plainfield
for two years. She is also the first woman
President of the Concerned Urban
Clergy, a board member of the Plainfield
Interfaith Neighborhood Council Hous-
ing program, a member of the Plainfield
chapter of the Red Cross and the Inter-
faith Counsel Outreach program.

Two new events this year are the inclu-
sion of 40 intermediate school children
who have committed to marching in the
procession with Dr. Foley.

After the march, the middle school
students will meet at the Presbyterian
Church for a discussion on accepting
and understanding racial diversity, led
by Student Assistant Counselor Marie
Koch. Refreshments will be served
while the students discuss ways to im-
prove and understand race relations.

“Dr. King was a universal person; his
ideas transcended race,” Mr. Carr re-
flected. Mr. Carr quoted the late Dr.
King, as having said, “An injustice any-
where is a threat to justice everywhere.”

In addition to the traditional Martin
Luther King Day march and observa-
tion in Westfield, the Westfield Com-
munity Center is sponsoring its annual
pancake breakfast on January 17 from
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The center is
located at 558 West Broad Street.

A donation of $5 for adults and $4 for
children/senior citizens is suggested.

In neighboring Scotch Plains, a spe-
cial observation of Martin Luther King
Day also is planned.

Scotch Plains will celebrate Dr.
King’s Birthday with a special service
to be held on Sunday, January 16 at 7
p.m. at St. John’s Baptist Church on

Morse Avenue.
Guest Speaker, the Reverend D. Keith

Owens from Salem Baptist Church in
Jersey City, will address the congregation.

Dr. Owens was a former member of
St. John’s Baptist Church, said St.
John’s Pastor, the Reverend Kelmo C.
Porter, Jr.

Reverend Porter said that he person-
ally knew the late Dr. King. “When I was
President of the Montclair Clergy Club,
we made frequent contributions to Dr.
King’s early movement. He came to
personally thank us whenever he visited
Montclair,” Reverend Porter said.

The commemorative service at St.
John’s traditionally includes participa-
tion by visiting ministers as well as lay
people who will speak on what Rev.
Martin Luther King meant to them. The
program traditionally concludes with
the congregation and choir singing, “We
Shall Overcome.”

Reverend Porter extends an invita-
tion to the whole Scotch Plains Town-
ship and surrounding communities to
join his congregation for this special
commemorative service.

Most schools and municipal govern-
ment offices also will be closed for the
January 17 holiday.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Observances Scheduled
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Mr. Rotter Named Chairman
Of Democratic Committee

Recreation Commission
Okays Pool, Park Plans

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of

Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, January 24, 2000 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30
p.m. to hear and consider the following
appeals for variance from the requirements
of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. Jeff and Toby Becker, 544 Lenox
Avenue seeking permission to erect
a one story addition contrary to the
requirements of Section 12.04 F of
the Land Use Ordinance. Maximum
building coverage proposed of 21.3%.
Ordinance requires 20%.

2. Linda and Carmine Venezia, 576
North Chestnut Street seeking per-
mission to erect first story addition
contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.08 E.6., 12.04 F.1 and 11.08
E.10 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Minimum interior sideyard proposed
of 9.45 feet. Ordinance requires 10
feet. Maximum building coverage
without deck proposed 20.4%. Ordi-
nance requires 20%.

3. Mark Haner, 156 Effingham Place
seeking permission to demolish ex-
isting garage and erect new garage
at a new location on property contrary
to the requirements of Section 13.01
G.1.a of the Land Use Ordinance.
Minimum street sideyard setback for
accessory structure (detached ga-
rage) proposed of 15 feet. Ordinance
requires 20 feet.

4. Nancy D. and William F. Griffeth, Jr.,
264 West Dudley Avenue seeking
permission to remove existing rear
porch; construct building additions to
rear and to side; and interior alter-
ations contrary to the requirements
of Section 11.06 E.6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum interior sideyard
proposed of 8.8 feet. Ordinance re-
quires 15 feet.

5. Subramaniam Sujanthaknmar, 458
Birch Place seeking permission to
erect a deck contrary to the require-
ments of Section 13.02 C2, 11.08
E.6 and 13.02 C1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Minimum sideyard (deck)
proposed of 7.73 feet. Ordinance
requires 10 feet. Location of deck
proposed: partially in sideyard. Ordi-
nance only allows in rear yard.

6. John and Ruth MacDougall, 2003
Grandview Avenue seeking permis-
sion to erect a 288 square foot and 10
foot-6 inch high shed in rear yard
contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 13.02 B.2 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Maximum shed floor area pro-
posed of 12 x 24 = 288 square feet.
Ordinance allows 150 square feet.
Maximum shed height proposed of
10-1/2 feet. Ordinance requires 10
feet.

7. Anna M. Macik, 30 Moss Avenue
seeking permission to erect a 6 foot
high fence in (zoning) front yard of
corner lot contrary to the require-
ments of Section 12.07 C. of the
Land Use Ordinance. Height of fence
in *(zoning) front yard of corner lot
proposed of 6 feet. Ordinance allows
4 feet. (*House faces contrary to
zoning code convention; yard in ques-
tion is functionally the street
sideyard*).

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Colleen Mayer, Secretary
Board of Adjustment
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Jim Hely

corporated Mr. Penczak’s sugges-
tion that the path be eliminated in the
revised plans.

Recreation Commission member
Robert Smith questioned the $1.6-mil-
lion cost estimate for the Memorial
Park renovations, which according to
Recreation Director Glenn S. Burrell
would be funded by tax-payer bonds.

“According to the revised plans,
the $1.6 million covers re-grading
and a drainage system for the fields
and only a few other amenities. That
seems like a hefty price tag,” Mr.
Smith pointed out.

Other Commission members
agreed that it seemed high.

The revised Memorial Park plan
cost is a reduction of $350,000 from
the original proposal total of
$1,950,000. The cost of the revised
Memorial Pool complex plan is
$969,000, down from the $1.3 mil-
lion for the original proposal.

After the meeting, Mr. Penczak told
The Westfield Leader that overall, he
was pleased with the Recreation
Commission’s level of cooperation and
receptive response to the public.

“They seem to be learning and
listening,” he stated. “I would have
liked to have had more of an oppor-
tunity to review the revised plans
before the Commission voted on
them, but I was pleased that Mr.
Jones and the Commission took my
suggestions under consideration.”

He added, “I will be attending
Recreation Commission meetings for
a long time to come to insure that this
level of consideration is continued.”

First Street resident Thomas Borne
told The Westfield Leader after the
meeting that “the public and the
media must continue to attend these
meetings in order to keep govern-
ment agencies, such as the Recre-
ation Commission, held accountable
for their methods of operation and
the decisions they make.”

In other business, Donnell Carr, a
former Town Councilman and Chair-
man of the Paul Robeson Centennial
Committee of Westfield, presented
conceptual preliminary plans for the
Paul Robeson Children’s Park to be
located at the corners of Rahway
Avenue and Watterson Street on a
parcel of town-owned property that
is adjacent to the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School.

William Fitzpatrick, a representa-
tive of the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School Parent’s Association also
participated in the presentation.

The parcel of land, which is ap-
proximately 6,000 square feet, is
believed to be the homestead site of
the Robeson family from 1907 to
1910, according to Westfield Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim.

Mayor Jardim originated the idea for
the park dedicated to Paul Robeson
during a week-long tribute to Mr.
Robeson organized in 1998 by the Cen-
tennial Committee. Mr. Robeson was a
social activist and renown entertainer.

The preliminary conceptual draw-
ings were designed by Brian Shernce,
a landscape architect student at
Rutger’s University.

The proposed plans include a two
to three foot semi-circular seating
wall, children’s playground equip-
ment, benches and extensive land-
scaping. The preliminary plans also
propose a bust-relief or plaque of
Paul Robeson interacting with chil-
dren, as he was so often depicted in
historical photographs.

The playground equipment, ac-
cording to Mr. Carr, would be de-
signed for pre-school and kindergar-
ten aged children.

“For the most part, this will be a
quiet, peaceful area for outdoor en-
joyment by adults who want to read
or meditate,” Mr. Carr suggested.

The plan is estimated to cost be-
tween $75,000 and $100,000, ac-
cording to Mr. Carr, which falls short
of the $10,000 of Pocket Park funds
set aside for the project. The majority
of the costs are for extensive land-
scaping and shrubbery, Mr. Carr
stated.

“We want this park to be for the
entire Westfield Community,” he
added. “The high costs are necessary

to insure that the quality of this park is
reflective of Westfield’s overall repu-
tation for excellence,” Mr. Carr stated.

Several Recreation Commission
members commented that the
$10,000 of Pocket Park money set
aside for this project falls far short of
the projected price tag.

Recreation Commission member
Dr. William B. Bonsall suggested
that the proposed park be developed
in stages over the course of several
years, in order to accommodate all of
the items proposed.

Holy Trinity School, which abuts
the property, supports the project,
according to Mr. Fitzpatrick and the
school will contribute to funding a
portion of the park’s furnishings.
Other funding sources may include
state grants and additional Pocket
Park funds, which Mr. Carr and Mr.
Fitzpatrick will explore.

Mr. Fitzpatrick also stated that he
would be contacting the two First
Street neighbors whose properties
abut the south side of the proposed
park for their input and suggestions
later this week.

Regarding changes in the member-
ship of the Recreation Commission, it
was mentioned that Debbie Judd was
re-appointed as an alternate member
for an additional three-year term by
the Westfield Town Council on Janu-
ary 4. Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein was also re-appointed to
the Commission for a three-year term.

The Commission is waiting for the
Mayor to appoint someone to fill the
vacancy left by Salvatore Antonelli,
who was not re-appointed to the Com-
mission by the Town Council and to
appoint a Chairman for the Commis-
sion.

Seymour Koslowsky, who will con-
tinue to be a Commission member,
was not re-appointed as Chairman.
Recreation Commission member
Jonathan Jones was acting Chair-
man at Monday night’s meeting due
to Mr. Koslowsky’s absence.

Acting Chairman Mr. Jones pro-
posed a motion that the subcommit-
tees be changed from one chairperson
and four members to one chairperson
and three members because of diffi-
culties encountered in scheduling.

The Commission voted 8-1 in fa-
vor of the change, with one absten-
tion by alternate Commission mem-
ber Debbie Judd who objected on the
basis that an even number of sub-
committee members would pose vot-
ing and decision-making difficulties.

The next Recreation Commission
meeting is scheduled for Monday,
February 7, at which time pool mem-
bership procedures for the 2000 sea-
son will be discussed.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury, one of five members on the
committee’s nominating panel, said
he believes Mr. Rotter was a strong
choice by the party.

“I think that Ken is going to do a
terrific job. He is young, energetic
and committed to doing a good job,”
he said. “I’m pretty excited about it.
I’ll miss Larry (Goldman), but I’m
glad that Ken is taking over.”

He said Mr. Rotter has been suc-
cessful over the past few years in
bringing new blood, specifically
younger voters, into the party.

“Ken is pretty well plugged into
the community,” Councilman
Salisbury added.

Mr. Salisbury said Mr. Rotter’s
name was chosen for nomination for
Chairman by the selection committee
from a list of between 12 and 14
persons. He said the committee met
four times over the course of three
months — meetings which he char-
acterized as “pretty intense.”

Councilman Goldman said he is
comfortable in passing on the torch of
leadership to Mr. Rotter.

“He is committed to getting Demo-
crats elected to both local and na-
tional office,” he stated.

He said the new Chairman, who is
single, has the time to commit to the
volunteer post.

Mr. Goldman told party leaders at
their re-organizational meeting this
past June that he would be stepping

down after the November elections.
Carol Cohen, who serves as Union

County Counsel and chaired the nomi-
nating committee, described the new
Chairman as “a very intelligent guy
who has a lot of energy.”

She said Mr. Rotter is looking to
improve the town by seeking good
people to serve in town government.
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submitted a letter to Mayor Jardim and
council members to recommend the
appointment of Ms. Lazarowitz.

“(Ms. Lazarowitz) has a real chance
to be a coalition builder on the council
because she is such a good natured
person.”

The council has 30 days to act on the
recommendation of Ms. Lazarowitz,
although Democrats are hoping for
quick approval by the council. Repub-
licans have a 5-4 majority on the gov-
erning body.

In commenting on his decision Mr.
Walsh stated, “I really regret having to
make this decision. I have been able to
handle my responsibilities by prioritiz-
ing job, family and council commit-
ments on an ad hoc basis but this has
become a time in my life when council
cannot become a part of those priori-
ties.”

Councilman Walsh, a maritime per-
sonal injury lawyer in New York, noted
that his decision, which he has been
considering for about a month, was
based almost entirely on the impact his
job and council responsibilities have
had on his family. The councilman has
four children, ages 4, 9, 11 and 13.

The now former councilman said he
would often have to juggle attending a
school concert while meeting his nu-
merous council committee and liaison
responsibilities.

“Everything happens on Tuesday
nights around here,” he joked.

During his council tenure, Council-
man Walsh chaired the Public Works
Committee. He also served as council
liaison to the Recreation Commission
and the Board of Education and was an
active participant at Democratic Party
caucus meetings. This past fall, Mr.
Walsh served on the Democratic
Committee’s selection committee,
which Monday night named Mr. Rotter
as the new party chairman. (See related
story on Page 1.)

“When the kids start suffering for it
(from him being away from home), it’s
time to call it a day,” Mr. Walsh said.

“I am not disappearing. I’m certainly
available for some government partici-
pation but not to the level that the
council takes,” Mr. Walsh stated.

He noted that he had considered drop-
ping his committee chairmanship and
liaison assignments, but believed this
would “make me almost an ineffective
council person.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman, former Democratic Com-
mittee Chairman, noted that Mr.
Walsh’s decision “came to me as a
pretty big surprise.”

“It’s obviously a big disappointment
to me,” he said.

He described Mr. Walsh as “a calm
voice in some testy times” on the coun-
cil. Despite the loss of Mr. Walsh’s
experience, Councilman Goldman said
he does not anticipate any “dramatic
change” when the new council member
is named.

“Jack has been a great advocate for
recreation programs and parks and
fields renovation,” Councilman
Goldman noted.

Mr. Rotter added that Mr. Walsh
“has been a tremendous council person
over the past three years.”

Mayor Jardim commented that Mr.
Walsh had “a keen ability to know what
his constituents want and didn’t want”
from town government. The Mayor
noted that while he was going to miss

Mr. Walsh’s leadership on council, he
realizes the “awful demand” placed on
Westfield council members in terms of
juggling their council business with
their private lives.

“I’m going to miss Jack an awful
lot,” the Mayor said.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury called Mr. Walsh “a positive
force on the council.”

“Jack has served the community, I
think, very well,” Councilman Salisbury
said.

In terms of the likely appointment of
Ms. Lazarowitz, Mr. Goldman indi-
cated that he does not see any reason for
the council not to approve the appoint-
ment of Ms. Lazarowitz. He said her
particular interests are in public safety
and in housing issues. She is a member
of both the BRAKES (Bikers, Runners
and Kids Are Entitled to Safety) and the
Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC) for which she runs WNC’s new
Helping Neighbor Fund.

“It’s in all of our interest to have a full
council,” Councilman Goldman said,
indicating that the municipal budget
process will begin this month.

Mayor Jardim added that Ms.
Lazarowitz “is the perfect person” to
fill the Third Ward council vacancy.

Union County Counsel Carol Cohen,
elected again as First Vice Chairwoman
of the Westfield Democratic Commit-
tee, said Ms. Lazarowitz has a lot of
support in the Third Ward, given the
fact she only lost by 19 votes to Coun-
cilman Sullivan in November.

She described Ms. Lazarowitz as “a
very sincere, an energetic and an intel-
ligent” person. Ms. Lazarowitz is em-
ployed as a fitness instructor and per-
sonal exercise trainer.

Mr. Walsh was part of the winning
Democratic team in 1996 that included
Mayor Jardim and Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Lawrence A. Goldman to the
governing body. He ran an unsuccess-
ful campaign against Gary Jenkins in
1994.

During Mr. Walsh’s chairmanship of
the Public Works Committee, the com-
mittee developed several new proce-
dures for the town. This included the
automatic placement of streets into the
town’s paving program after they have
been rejected for state Transportation
Trust Fund money on two occasions.

In addition, the committee also pre-
pared and submitted for later adoption
by the council the formal paving and
curbing policy that eliminated any as-
sessments for shoulder pavement and
formalized the policy that replacement
of curbs were to be assessed at 50
percent of cost.

Also, Mr. Walsh said the commit-
tee has agreed to change the manner
in which the town rents equipment
for leaf collection. He said the council
is expected to recommend that the
town move away from contracting for
equipment for a designated period of
time that might not coincide with the
actual falling of leaves.

He also cited his efforts to reach a
compromise with neighbors over plans
for additional parking spaces at
Tamaques Park. While 82 spaces were
originally proposed, a compromise was
reached to add 19 spaces this spring.

Mr. Walsh noted that, “the two most
satisfying accomplishments in my ten-
ure were the bathroom at Gumbert Park
and the playground at (the former) Lin-
coln Field.”

Mr. Walsh Resigns After
Three Yrs. on Town Council
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Westfield
Council

Leader.
Mr. McDermott said the town has

“done due diligence to go out and get
a bid for our insurance.”

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano said the question is
whether the town should “send tradi-
tional notices out, knowing that
you’re not going to get a better price
out there.”

Mayor Jardim commented that
there are criteria to consider other
than the overall cost factor. Mr.
Albano said that from a “practical
standpoint,” the council should con-
sider what the current firm has done
for the town over the past year “and
whether we are satisfied with their
services.”

Town Attorney William S.
Jeremiah, 2nd said the town should
have a practice of sending rfp’s to
qualified firms, providing a service
sought by the town.

good deal of experience with shared
services and a thriving downtown. He’s
done some innovative and creative
things, especially from a customer-ser-
vice standpoint.”

Mr. Shannon succeeds newly-retired
administrator Edward A. Gottko, who
served in the position since 1993.
Though Mr. Shannon does not offi-
cially assume his new duties until Feb-
ruary, “he will be working with Mr.
Gottko before then to get budget issues
in order” said Mr. Jardim.
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Administrator

Female Executives
To Meet Jan. 19th
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

North Jersey Association of Fe-
male Executives (NJAFE), will
hold their monthly dinner meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 19,
at the Spanish Tavern restau-
rant, located on Route 22, East,
in Mountainside.

The guest speaker will be Kim
Calero, President of the National
Association of Female Execu-
tives. The evening will begin at 6
p.m. and the cost is $30 for mem-
bers, $35 for non-members and
$40 for walk-ins.

To attend, please call, LaDonna
Carr at (800) 275-1767.

WESTFIELD
POLICE

BLOTTER
TUESDAY, JANUARY 4

• A window on the west side of
Jefferson Elementary School on Boule-
vard was broken by an unknown object,
police said.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
• Three individuals, two from Spring-

field and another from Roselle Park,
reported thefts from their lockers at a
local recreational facility. Authorities
believe all the thefts were committed by
the same person.

One of the Springfield victims told
police a Motorola beeper and a check
made out for $100 was stolen, while the
other Springfield resident reported that a
cellular telephone, wallet and $10 in
cash was removed.

The Roselle Park resident reported
that a wallet containing $100 in cash,
along with identification and credit cards,
was taken from his locker.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
• Two North Cottage Place

homeowners reported that their outdoor
Christmas decorations were damaged as
a result of criminal mischief.

In the first incident, a wooden deer was
broken and a flood light used to illuminate
a decoration was unscrewed and smashed
in the street. During the second incident,
15 bulbs were unscrewed from a string of
lights and smashed in the street.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
• Police reported that someone threw

a rock through a window at a Central
Avenue liquor store. Some wine bottles
were damaged and others knocked over,
authorities said. It is also believed that
some merchandise may have been taken
from the store.

MONDAY, JANUARY 3
• Seven hundred block of

Shackamaxon Drive – carbon monoxide
investigation.

• Two hundred block Prospect Street
– spill, service call.

• One thousand block of Columbus
Avenue – wires down.

• One hundred block of East Broad
Street – lock-out.

• Springfield – mutual aid, structure
fire.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 4
• Four block of Mountain Avenue –

extrication, jaws of life.
• One hundred block of Manitou

Circle – lock-out.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street – alarm activation.
• Seven hundred block of Fairacres

Avenue – smoke condition.
• One hundred block of Elm Street –

unintentional alarm.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5

• Four hundred block of Birch Place
— hazardous condition.

• Three hundred block of First Street
– animal rescue.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

– alarm malfunction.
• Three hundred block of Clark Street

- alarm activation.
• One hundred of Central Avenue –

hazardous condition.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7

• Four hundred block of North Av-
enue, West – unintentional alarm.

• Seven hundred block of Prospect
Street – alarm activation.

• Three hundred of Hillside Avenue
– smoke condition.

• Five hundred block of Fairmont
Avenue – hazardous condition.

• Three hundred of Clark Street –
alarm malfunction.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
• Seven hundred block of Central

Avenue – vehicle fire.
• Nine hundred block of Ripley Av-

enue – smoke condition.
• One hundred block of Sandy Hill

Road – water evacuation.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9

• Four hundred block of Pets Place –
smoke condition.

• Four hundred block of Baker Av-
enue – unintentional alarm.

WESTFIELD
FIRE

BLOTTER


