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Arts & Entertainment
POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Performing Arts Studio Prepares
February Debut in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Per-

forming Arts Studio will begin
classes in acting and musical the-
ater at all levels from third grade
through high school during the
week of February 7. Classes will
be held at All Saints Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains.

According to Robin Gerson
Wong, director of the school and a
Scotch Plains resident, studio
classes are designed to heighten
the students’ sense of confidence,
imagination and creativity.

Acting classes will concentrate
on improvisation, speech, move-
ment, pantomime, character de-
velopment and scene study.

In musical theater class, student
will learn proper vocal technique,
dance routines, basic acting skills
and total stage presence.

Ms. Wong is a graduate of the
Boston Conservatory of Music,
where she received her degree
in theater arts and musical the-
ater.

Ms.  Wong performed on
Broadway and the national tour-
ing company of the musical,
Good News. She appeared on
daytime television and regional
theater, as well as musical re-
views in Atlantic City and on
cruise ships.

Ms. Wong has offered perfor-
mances with her own band in

Buenos Aires and throughout the
Metropolitan area. She also sang
for New Jersey’s Governor and
Mrs. James Florio at their Sweet-
heart Ball.

She has taught theater at Canarsie
High School in Brooklyn and Sum-
mit Middle School. During her
career as a performer, she was a
member of Actors’ Equity Associa-
tion and the American Guild of
Variety Artists.

For more information or to re-
ceive a brochure, please contact
The Performing Arts Studio at (908)
412-6565.

Robin Gerson Wong

Painter to Offer Demonstration
To Westfield Art Association

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association will sponsor a slide
presentation by painter Bryan J.
Dursee on Sunday, January 16,
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Municipal
Building.

Mr. Dursee will feature his Ameri-
can Revolution and Civil War paint-
ings with samples of his oil paint-
ings on display.

A 1984 graduate of Westfield
High School, he continued his
studies at the School of the Visual
Arts in New York where he re-
ceived his Bachelor of Fine Arts

Degree. Mr. Dursee earned his
Master of Arts Degree in Fine Arts
and Art Education at Kean Col-
lege.

He has been an Educational In-
structor and private Art Instructor
at the Newark Museum, Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield and
Watchung Public Schools. During
the summer months, Mr. Dursee
works as an Art Director at the All
Children’s Theatre in Clinton.

For more information, please
call Tobia L. Meyers at (908) 687-
2945.

PAINTING PRESENTATION...The Westfield Art Association will sponsor
a slide presentation by painter Bryan J. Dursee on Sunday, January 16,
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Municipal Building. Mr. Dursee will feature his
American Revolution and Civil War paintings with samples of his oil
paintings on display.

The Cider House Rules
Goes By The Book

3 popcorns

To illustrate the hopefulness that
can sometimes be a rejuvenating force
in life, in The Cider House Rules direc-
tor Lasse Hallstrom (What’s Eating
Gilbert Grape) has a gaggle of clamor-
ing moppets swing open the doors of
their orphanage to greet spring’s ar-
rival in Maine.

Not too subtle or obvious, it is an
honest bit of Hollywood symbolism.
Happily, in the case of this intelli-
gently heartwarming film set during
WWII, it works. Add several endear-
ing characterizations, plus a whole
bunch of sweet-souled orphans, and
you have the combination for sure
satisfaction at the Bijou.

Choosing the traditional route to
put forth his interpretation of John
Irving’s The Cider House Rules, the
Swedish director has, at least in this
instance, unlocked the secret to trans-
ferring the author’s offbeat stories
from the written word to the big
screen.

Both The Hotel New Hampshire and
The World According To Garp failed
to completely capture the idiosyn-
cratic nature of his characters within
the context of their even more eccen-
tric circumstances.

Too often trying to match Irving’s
quirkiness rather than showcasing it,
their efforts were all but doomed to
disappoint. Of course the fact that Mr.
Irving himself wrote the screenplay
for The Cider House Rules plays no
small part in Mr. Hallstrom’s accom-
plishment. Bottom line, it’s a good
story.

Leave it to novelist Irving to fash-
ion the most unconventional habi-
tats where, despite the odds against
it, love and the sense of family flour-
ish.

Where children are humanistically
raised by Steinbeckian committee.
Where man is basically good and evil
more often than not rears its ugly head

in the persona of ignorance and just
plain bum luck. And so it is at St.
Cloud’s Orphanage, where Michael
Caine’s wonderfully executed Dr.
Wilbur Larch tries to even the play-
ing field for the less fortunate, the
wayward and the waifs who view
him as the only father they have ever
known.

In addition, it is quietly under-
stood in Maine that women in trouble
will find a compassionate servant in
Dr. Larch, no matter how they choose
to resolve their predicament.

Author Irving gives birth to his con-
troversial physician in a veritable cru-
cible of contention, in the eye of the
storm that has formed the pro-life and
pro-choice political camps. While one
group might see the orphanage’s home-
made god as the devil’s own surgeon,
the other is more apt to view him as a
flawed saint.

And though Dr. Larch is a man of
stout conviction, one can surmise that
his addiction to ether began as a way
to mitigate the doubts of his one-man
crusade.

Still, this hasn’t kept the doc from
turning Homer Wells (Tobey Maguire),
a favorite orphan, into his chief resi-
dent surgeon. Apprenticed to Larch
since he was barely old enough to
hold a scalpel, he is a skilled obstetri-
cian sans medical degree. Fact is,
Homer hasn’t even been to high school.
However, the teenaged boy has by
now taken a stand; he has no problem
with his mentor performing abortions,
but he’ll have none of it.

Fulfilling his father figure’s dic-
tum to “be of use,” he prefers in-
stead to deliver babies. By the rules
at St. Cloud’s, it all makes complete
sense.

But the rules are about to change.
When an unmarried couple seeking

some of Dr. Larch’s ministrations pulls
up in a new convertible, Homer catches
a case of the wanderlust. Wally
Worthington, played by Paul Rudd, is
a dashing pilot. And Candy Kendall
(Charlize Theron) is the most beauti-
ful woman the orphan has ever seen.
It comes home to him how very pro-
vincial he is. A comical comment on
his weird upbringing, Homer has seen
only one movie: King Kong, over and
over again.

Hitching a ride with the glamorous
pair when they leave, Homer’s next
stop is the orchards run by Wally’s
mom (Kate Nelligan), where he gains
employment alongside the more ex-
perienced migrant workers. Hence
begins yet another sociology lesson
for the young pilgrim, to be played out
in the cider house where Homer bunks
with his black cohorts, and among the
apple trees where the presence of Mr.
Rose (Delroy Lindo) teaches him the
newest rules.

Citing the relativity of regulations,
Mr. Rose’s brief oration on the subject
is presented with Shakespearean au-
thority. Another scene with Mr. Lindo
as the central focus is equally splendid
and doubly haunting.

Meanwhile, back home at St. Cloud’s,
Dr. Larch commences to pine with full
force for his favorite medical student.
It has long been his fondest wish for
Homer to join and then eventually
succeed him as official physician at St.
Cloud’s. His ether consumption rises.
The resourceful medicine man has
even seen to the medical credentials
his prized prodigy will need. So what
does the ingrate then do with his
skilled hands but to become an apple
picker?

The doctor is dutifully consoled by
Nurse Angela (Kathy Baker) and Nurse
Edna, sketched with sympathy by Jane
Alexander.

Go figure the psychology or moti-
vation. But aside from his preoccu-
pation with Maine, wrestling and
bears (though the latter two items
are mercilessly absent this go-round),
author Irving is perennially fond of
demonstrating that surrogate par-
ents are so often better than the
natural variety. And thus, just as in
the most authentic of families, sonny
boy is doing a bang-up job of disap-
pointing Dad.

Mr. Caine’s wonderfully offbeat pa-
triarch does all but reveal an x-ray of
his broken heart. Of course, Homer
can claim extenuating circumstances.

The prodigal son is now in love,
smitten by the Candy who, by her own
admission, isn’t “very good at being
alone.” This isn’t exactly what Wally
had in mind before leaving for war
when he asked his newfound pal to
“keep an eye on things.” Add the
verboten tale of Rose Rose, Mr. Rose’s
daughter, and that rounds out the plot
and subtexts that comprise The Cider
House Rules.

Director Hallstrom’s straightforward
style has a comfortable motion to it,
even though a noticeable lag occurs
around the film’s midsection. And the
dearth of real surprises may miff those
who require more razzle dazzle and
action in their movies. But following
the precepts of eloquent filmmaking,
there isn’t a performance that is less
than stellar, and the art direction is
stunning.

Hence The Cider House Rules plays
like it’s being lovingly transposed
from the pages of an illustrated
storybook.

*  *  *  *  *
The Cider House Rules, rated PG-

13, is a Miramax Films release di-
rected by Lasse Hallstrom and stars
Tobey Maguire, Michael Caine and
Charlize Theron. Running time: 131
minutes.

Kid�s Corner○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Open Art Program
Set at Area Museum

MORRISTOWN – The Morris
Museum, 6 Normandy Heights
Road, Morristown, will present
an “Open Art” project on Thurs-
days, January 20 and 27, from 4
to 7 p.m. at the Museum.

The January 20 program will
be entitled, “Orange Boats &
Yellow Submarines.” The Janu-
ary 27 event will be “Alphabet
Blocks.”

Children will select from vari-
ous art supplies that are arranged
in a buffet style so participants

can help themselves and work at
their own pace.

Art Honor Society students
from Morristown High School
will work with the children and
their parents. Children of all ages
and skill levels are welcome to
attend.

Admission is $3 per child or $2
if the child is a Museum member.
Adults must accompany children.

For more information, please
call (973) 538-0454 or visit
www.morrismuseum.org.

Violinist Philip Setzer to Give
Master Class at Music Center

MURRAY HILL – Violinist Philip
Setzer of the Emerson String Quar-
tet will offer a master class in violin
on Saturday, January 22, from 2 to

4 p.m. in Burgdorff Hall at the
Suburban Community

Music Center, 570
Central Avenue,
Murray Hill.

V i o l i n i s t s
Andy Bhasin
and Christo-
pher Lin, both
of Westfield
will perform.
Andy and
Christopher

have been selected from a panel of
judges during auditions held in
December.

Admission is free. Reservations
are required.

Mr. Setzer has appeared as guest
soloist with many orchestras in-
cluding the Cleveland Orchestra
and the National Symphony Or-
chestra. He is a founding member
of the Emerson Quartet, which
performs 100 concerts each sea-
son.

Two remaining master classes,
one in guitar and the other in
piano, will be offered.

Each class will be followed by a
reception. For more information
or to reserve a seat for any class,
please call the Center at (908) 790-
0700.

Teachers wishing to recommend

students for auditions for the gui-
tar and piano master classes are
encouraged to call the Center im-
mediately for detail. Application
deadlines are Fridays, January 28
and March 24, respectively.

�Images of Union County�
Exhibit Set by Freeholders

The Union County Board
of Chosen Free-
holders has
announced
its 2000 inau-
gural art ex-
hibit, “Images
of Union
County,” which
will be held un-
til Friday, Febru-
ary 11, in the Free- h o l d e r s
Gallery, 6th Floor, Union
County Administrat ion
Building, Elizabethtown
Plaza, Rahway Avenue, Eliza-
beth.

The Gallery is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays.

The Gallery is coordinated
by the Union County Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs. For more infor-
mation, please call the Divi-
sion of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202 or call (908)
558-2550.

Lisa Mullane Viggiano
Of Westfield Debuts CD

Lisa Mullane Viggiano

WESTFIELD –
Westfield resident
Lisa (Mullane)
Viggiano has re-
leased her new de-
but CD entitled, “Lisa
Viggiano: One Pri-
vate Moment: Live
From Don’t Tell
Mama.”

Ms. Viggiano has
sold out several per-
formances of her
cabaret act in Don’t
Tell Mama in New
York City. A live re-
cording was made for
her new release.

The CD features a
mix of “standards to be” and old

favorites enhanced by
pianist and musical di-
rector Christopher
Marlowe.

CD’s are available
by calling (908) 389-
0146.

Ms. Viggiano will ap-
pear in Don’t Tell
Mama on Friday, Janu-
ary 14, Wednesday,
January 19, and Fri-
day, January 21. All
performances are held
at 9 p.m. at 343 West
46th Street in New York
City.

Reservations are re-
quired. For more information, please
call (212) 757-0788.

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

HEATING

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATIONS
• Central Air Systems • Gas Furnaces
• Boilers • Humidifiers • Air Cleaners
 • Hot Water Heaters

Sheet Metal Work

908-654-8861
FREE ESTIMATES

License #10596

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� A/C Service
� Tires

� Road Service
� Tune-ups

� Brakes
� Batteries

NJ
State

Inspection

HOME  REPAIR
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Every Job!

Fully
Insured

Fr
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mate

s

Satisfaction Guaranteed

908-822-1999

Vinyl Master, Inc
• Siding • Roofing •

• Windows•

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

INTERIOR PAINTING

Artistic Interior
Painting

� Hand-painted Custom Borders
� Wall Murals

� Deco Painting
� Children's Rooms

� References Available
Professional Free-lance Artist

Call Teri  732~396-1650

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

Goods & Services
ACCOUNTANT

NEIL F. SCHEMBRE

(908) 322-6066 • (908) 322-4138
Certified Public Accountant

• Fast Turn-Around
• Flexible Payment Terms
• Convenient Hours &

    Location

266 North Avenue, Fanwood

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Masonry Paving Roofing Interiors
Steps Driveways Re-roofs Painting
Patios Parking Lots Tear-offs Dry Wall

Sidewalks Seal Coating Repairs Waterproofing
Interlocking Pavers Belgium Block Slate Kitchens & Baths

Retaining Walls Excavating Copper Plumbing
Concrete Work Curbing Rubberized Lighting

Shamrock
Contracting

No Job Too Big or Too Small
We Repair or Replace Anything

FULLY  INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES • 908-620-1925

HEATINGHANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

By Art from Taylor Hardware...
...someone you know & trust!

10% off all jobs
Completed by March 15th


