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First Night Revelers Pack Art and Entertainment Venues
As Westfield Ushers in Millennium With Best Bash to Date

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With a blast of mild weather com-
ing early in the evening, First Night
Westfield had its best year since its
inaugural celebration four years ago.

Julia Black, Event Organizer for
First Night Westfield and Wellness
Director of the Westfield Y, said the
best attendance First Night has had
was about 5,000 people. She revealed
that First Night this year had at least
that many visitors to the various sites.

She explained that exact figures
were still not available, as First Night
organizers did not yet have proceeds
from all the entertainment sites. Mrs.
Black said she based her estimates on
observations on the night of Decem-
ber 31 coupled with sales of buttons.

“Stores did really well this year,”
she said. “Some (stores) sold out.”

Mrs. Black pointed out that Baron’s
Drug Store sold buttons for the first
time this year and sold hundreds of
the $10 pin-on buttons that serve as
purchasers’ entrance into the various
entertainment venues.

“Everything went great,” she
added. “Everything (the various sites
of entertainment) was very full. Some-
times in the past, some would be full
and others would not be. Everything
seemed to be equally full this year.”

Particularly big hits this year were
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
which performed at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield (see related
story, page 22), the Madcap Mutts
dog show at Westfield High School
and Vidbel’s Olde Tyme Circus at the
Westfield National Guard Armory
(see related story, page 2).

Barbara Karp, Co-Chairwoman of
Arts and Entertainment for First
Night, said that some new entertain-
ment this year — including the all-
night karaoke sing-along at the North
Avenue Fire Station, the Bradford
Hayes Quartet at the Congregational
Church and the Steel Band at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield —
were very popular.

Teens, in particular, enjoyed the
karoake, as well as a mind reader and
psychic Marc Sky.

The finale this year, which fea-
tured a procession from the firehouse
to the gymnasium at the Y, was sur-
prisingly well attended, according to
the organizers of the event.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Planning Board Approves Second Floor Addition
To Lord & Taylor, Okays East Broad Street Subdivision

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved a 15,000 square-foot addition
to the Lord & Taylor store on North
Avenue despite opposition from
neighbors of the store, at its first
meeting of 2000 Monday night.

May Department Stores, the par-
ent company of Lord & Taylor and
several other department store chains,
seeking to add to the current second
floor configuration of the building
sought only one variance, pertaining
to the signage on the store.

Currently, the Land Use Ordinance
calls for the maximum dimensions of
exterior wall signs to not exceed 2.5
feet by 12 feet. The store sought to
post a sign on the North Avenue side
of the store which would be 12.5 feet
by 27.75 feet, equal to the dimen-
sions of the signs on the other sides of
the building.

Residents of the area surrounding
the store questioned the impact of the
addition to the store as well as the
new signage. Denis Nolan of Charles

Street posed the question of whether
or not the new sign would be illumi-
nated, but he was assured that it
would not be.

Ann Panikiewsky, also of Charles
Street, noted that “Lord & Taylor has
not been a good neighbor to Charles
Street.” She cited examples of trash
being found in her yard which bor-
ders the Lord & Taylor parking lot on
the opposite side of North Avenue
from the store.

The Planning Board urged the de-
partment store to repair the fence
between the parking lot and Mrs.
Panikiewsky’s yard, as well as police
the area and maintain the conditions
of the lot. The board also urged the
store to add additional landscaping
around the perimeter of the lot.

Other residents including Gregory
Sturgis of Clark Street questioned
the impact that the addition to the

store might have on traffic around
the area.

However, since the store is situated
on a county road, the county would
most likely have to address any traf-
fic concerns, officials said.

Michael La Place, Executive Di-
rector of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, spoke at the meeting of
Lord & Taylor’s importance to the
vitality of the Westfield shopping
district. Mr. La Place urged Lord &
Taylor representatives present at the
meeting to consider placing a sign on
the building facing the railroad tracks
which would notify riders on NJ
Transit’s Raritan Valley Line of the
Lord & Taylor store’s existence. The
company will have to file for an
additional variance for the signage
on the rear of the building which will
be heard at a later date.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
MASK MAKERS…Joshua and Amanda Simmons show off their custom deco-
rated masquerade masks they created at the Westfield High School during First
Night 2000 Westfield festivities held last weekend.

                                                                                                                David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE MOVE?…The Westfield Planning Board discussed a proposal by
Michael Mahoney to subdivide the property at 1049 East Broad Street into three
lots and relocate the existing house, which dates back to 1785, onto one of the
three new lots. The three lots would be roughly 80 feet wide by 150 feet deep. The
current house, known to the Historic Preservation Commission as the “Bagger
House” was formerly owned by Donald and Betty Bagger, the parents of
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger. Mr. Mahoney testified that repairs to the
house are estimated to cost upwards of $75,000.

                                                                                                                  Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield
Leader

WESTFIELD’S OWN ROCKIN’ EVE…Members of the band, The Hudson
River Rats helped ring in the new year by entertaining crowds with festive
rock melodies during the First Night 2000 Westfield celebration.

                                                David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SETTING GOALS FOR THE FUTURE…Re-elected Republican Third Ward
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, Jr. addressed his colleagues, friends and family
after being sworn in. Councilman Sullivan was joined by his daughter, while
Democratic Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence A. Goldman looked on.

      David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
OATH OF OFFICE…Republican Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein is joined by her family as she takes her oath of office from the new
Town Clerk, Bernard A. Heeney, Jr., far left, for another term on the Westfield
Town Council.
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Republicans Emphasize Team Work, Bipartisan Effort
As Full Council Returns for First Time in Six Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Emphasizing the spirit of team
work and a bipartisan governing body,
Westfield incumbent Republican
Town Council members Gregory S.
McDermott, Matthew P. Albano, Neil
F. Sullivan and Janis Fried Weinstein
officially began their new terms dur-
ing a swearing-in ceremony this past
Sunday.

The Republican victory in Novem-
ber resulted in the first time since
January 1994 that an entire govern-
ing body has returned.

During his comments, Assembly-
man Richard H. Bagger, a former
Westfield Mayor and Councilman,
emphasized the need for bipartisan-
ship on the council as was demon-
strated when the search committee
was formed by Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim for a new “professional, non-

political and experienced” town ad-
ministrator.

He said the “team work” demon-
strated by the GOP candidates in the
fall election, along with the rest of
the council, “has been and will be the
critical ingredient in your success in
government.”

Citing this team work and biparti-
sanship effort, he said it is possible
that following “competitive, hard
fought though positive election cam-
paigns,” council members can “come
together, shake hands, roll up their
sleeves and get to work.”

Westfield Republican Committee
Chairman Robert W. Cockren, who
served as the master of ceremonies,
told Democrats on the council, whose
seats come up for reelection this year,
that the Westfield campaign season
should take place from September to
November, “not all year long.”

Noting that there is sometimes
more “political bickering” on coun-
cil and “less progress for the town,”
he asked the council as a whole to
“make this a year in which we achieve
great things for our community and
for the town as a whole.”

During swearing-in speeches, Mr.
McDermott, who represents the First
Ward, said the council needs to set
goals and ensure that its specified
objectives are met in the new year.

The councilman said he would take
it upon himself to see to it that im-
provements along the Central Av-
enue corridor, such as new lighting,
tree plantings and a new fence near
the railroad tracks overpass, are com-
pleted. In addition, new benches, bike
racks and a kiosk near the Rialto
Theatre are also planned as part of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s
business district improvement plan.

Mr. McDermott said the town needs
to establish two-, five- and 10-year
plans to improve Westfield’s parks
and recreational facilities.

Mrs. Weinstein, beginning her sec-
ond full term on the council, said her
desire to serve the community on the
council comes from her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur C. Fried. Her father,
who was in attendance, is a former
Union County Freeholder and town
councilman. Both her parents ran for
mayor in years past.

Mr. Albano, who represents the
Second Ward, also emphasized the
importance of community service.
He noted that all families of council
members make  a sacrifice in terms of
the hours council members put in on
town business.

In his third term, Mr. Albano vowed
to address a number of issues raised
by constituents, such as drainage is-

sues, deteriorated roads, downtown
parking and the traffic issues im-
pacted by the likelihood of a ShopRite
being built in Garwood.

Mr. Sullivan, beginning his third
full term and sixth year representing
the Third Ward on the council, set
the agenda for council members this
year.

He said voters both at the national
and local levels feel disconnected
from government.

“Instead of being engaged, the gen-
eral public feels estranged, instead of
civic commitment, we foster civic
abandonment; and instead of prac-
ticing social discourse and discus-
sion and empowerment, we practice
the politics of personal destruction
and division.

“We have got to restore the sense of
ownership. And we must do it now,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Reappoints
Attorney and Judge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the rumblings of a political
battle likely on the horizon, all but
two of the 60-plus appointments pro-
posed by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
were approved during the Town
Council’s reorganization meeting
held Tuesday night.

Prior to the meeting, Democrats
told The Westfield Leader they feared
that several town officials would not
gain support for reappointment from
the Republican majority on the coun-
cil.

However, in the end, the council
reappointed Town Attorney William

S. Jeremiah, 2nd, by an 8-0-1 vote.
Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan abstained as a protest of
how the appointment process was
conducted by Mayor Jardim.

Democrats said they had heard
Republicans were not happy with
Mr. Jeremiah.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano, a Republican, said
only that some GOP council mem-
bers had “lost confidence in him and
decided to go in another direction.”

Since Mayor Jardim had indicated
he would not consider another attor-
ney, provided Mr. Jeremiah wanted
to continue in this role, Councilman
Albano said the GOP decided to vote
in favor of the appointment. The
reason for this, Mr. Albano explained,
was that Mr. Jeremiah would have
remained in the post as a “hold over”
appointment.

Municipal Judge William L.
Brennan was given a full, three-year
term by a 5-4 tally, as veteran Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba
broke ranks and joined Democrats to
support the nomination.

Councilman Albano said he was
“shocked” that Judge Brennan was
re-appointed. Mr. Albano, who knows
attorneys who have appeared before
Judge Brennan, said he has asked for
third party opinions on the Judge’s
performance on the bench.

He told council members that he is
“not hearing good things about our
judge.”

Mayor Jardim said both Judge
Brennan and Mr. Jeremiah “have
done an outstanding job for this
town.”

Republicans stated they had not
received the appointment list from
the Mayor until Friday night. They
objected to not being brought into the
process from the beginning, noting
that most of the appointments re-
quired council consent.

They said they should have had
more than four days prior to the
meeting to review the list of appoint-
ments.

Councilman Sullivan stated that
obtaining the consent of all council
members is the correct process to
follow when making municipal ap-
pointments. He said the fact that
Mayor Jardim did not follow this
procedure was a “detriment” to the
town.

Mayor Jardim later called the ar-
gument on the appointment process
“hogwash” during a heated exchange
with Councilman Sullivan, as wit-
nessed by reporters after Tuesday’s
meeting.

“Don’t be hoodwinked by the pro-
cess,” Mayor Jardim commented to
Mr. Sullivan.

Councilman Albano told The
Leader that Mayor Jardim “did not
discharge his responsibilities prop-
erly by failing to consult on the ap-
pointments with the council and he
failed the voters (in this regard).”

Regarding other employee appoint-
ments, Mayor Jardim said he hopes
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Planning Board Approves
Addition to Lord & Taylor

First Night
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Also heard at the meeting was the
proposal by Michael Mahoney to sub-
divide the property at 1049 East Broad
Street into three lots and relocate the
existing house, which dates back to
1785, onto one of the three new lots.
The three lots would be roughly 80
feet wide by 150 feet deep.

Mr. Mahoney demonstrated to the
board that he is dedicated to restor-
ing the current house, known to the
Historic Preservation Commission
as the “Bagger House” because it was
formerly owned by Donald and Betty
Bagger, the parents of Assemblyman
Richard H. Bagger.

Mr. Mahoney testified that repairs
to the house are estimated to cost
upwards of $75,000.

Bonnie Danser of the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
questioned whether the house could
be safely moved, and she was assured
by Mr. Mahoney that it could be
done.

Mrs. Danser testified that the house
is indeed historic and a landmark.
The house, she said, “in and of itself
is important to the town.”

She said it is vitally important to
save the house.

Board member Anthony LaPorta
said he would prefer to see the prop-
erty divided into two lots, but con-
ceded the fact that this would not be
economical for Mr. Mahoney. Mr.
LaPorta voiced concerns over the
moving of the house, but said that
Mr. Mahoney is true to his word, and
if he claims that the house can be
moved, then it most likely can be
done without concern.

However, Mr. Mahoney was urged
to obtain a certificate of insurance
from whomever he contracts to move
the house, and it was stipulated in the
approval of his proposal that any
proceeds from insurance claims

would be used to restore the house
from any damage incurred.

Mr. Mahoney’s attorney, Charles
H. Brandt, in an interview with The
Westfield Leader, discussed his
client’s concerns over getting the
proposal heard. Mr. Brandt had re-
quested meetings of the board for the
month of December, but none could
be scheduled.

“The board has 45 days to act on a
proposal,” Mr. Brandt said. “(Mon-
day night) was the 45th day.”

Mr. Brandt said that he and his client
were concerned as well since this time
of year is a time of reorganization for
the board, “we were not certain that
they would have the same people.”

Some conditions placed on the ap-
proval of Mr. Mahoney’s proposal
include: the need for substantial land-
scape buffering around the lot on
which the Bagger house is to be
placed, as well as having the trees to
be placed by the street approved by
the Tree Preservation Commission.

Also, the board stipulated that the
house had to have a 40-foot setback
from the street and the topography of
the property must be modified so that
the elevation of the house will not be
overwhelming next to a much big-
ger, much newer house.

Also at the meeting, the board
discussed some organizational busi-
ness for the 2000 year. Chairman
Martin Robins and Vice Chairman
Robert Newell were reappointed to
their positions for another year. Town
Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh was also
reappointed to his position as secre-
tary of the board.

Finally, Paul Strauchler was reap-
pointed as the Planning Board attor-
ney. He was named to that position
last year to replace William S.
Jeremiah, 2nd, who was elevated to
Town Attorney.

Westfield Resident Dies
After Traffic Accident

At Mountain and Euclid
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A Westfield resi-
dent died Tuesday at University
Hospital in Newark following a
motor vehicle accident which oc-
curred at 10:06 a.m. on Mountain
and Euclid Avenues in Westfield.

Rogers Ramsey, a spokesman for
University Hospital, told The West-
field Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that James
Melvin, 41, died at 12:15 p.m.
after undergoing “emergency sur-
gery for severe chest trauma.”

According to Westfield Police
Lieutenant John M. Parizeau, Mr.
Melvin, of North Scotch Plains
Avenue, was driving his 1986
BMW southbound on Mountain
Avenue when he suddenly crossed
over into the other lane.

A “head-on collision” occurred

between his car and a 1996 Ford
pickup driven by Bound Brook
resident Vincent Stass which was
traveling northbound on Moun-
tain Avenue. According to Lieu-
tenant Parizeau, Mr. Stass was
heading toward Mountainside.

“Mr. Melvin left his lane and
crossed over into the other lane,”
the Lieutenant explained.

Lieutenant Parizeau, Mr.
Ramsey and the Union County
Medical Examiner’s Office could
not confirm a report that Mr.
Melvin suffered a stroke which
caused him to travel into the other
lane.

Lieutenant Parizeau revealed
that Mr. Stass complained of pain
following the accident.

Weather and road conditions
were not factors in the accident,
noted the police Lieutenant.

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader

FATAL CRASH...James Melvin, 41, of Westfield died on Tuesday afternoon
after a motor vehicle accident earlier that morning on Mountain and Euclid
Avenues in Westfield. The head-on collision occurred between Mr. Melvin’s
car and a 1996 Ford pickup driven by Bound Brook resident Vincent Stass.
Mr. Stass a complainted of pain following the accident.

James Gildea Returns
To Recreation Position

By KIM KINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - James Gildea, who
left as Assistant Director of the Westfield
Recreation Department to take a pri-
vate sector job a few weeks ago, has
returned.

Mr. Gildea took back the post shortly
after Christmas.

He said that he was in the job as
operations manager for commercial
accounts for Shaw Industries, a Dalton,
Ga.-based carpet and flooring manu-
facturer, in the company’s Union office,
for a week and one day. He quickly
realized he had made a mistake.

“The job offered me was grossly mis-
represented,” he said, adding that shortly
after he got there he was told about a
reorganization and a possible job move
out of state.

“I was kind of devastated at first,” he
said. “In retrospect, it may have been
one of the best things that could have
happened to me.”

He said that he began talking to the
now retired Westfield Town Adminis-
trator, Edward A. Gottko, and Recre-
ation Director Glenn S. Burrell on De-
cember 20 about possibly returning.

“I’d rather be a little embarrassed
and eat a little crow than think I’d done
the wrong thing about taking the job,”
he commented about returning to his
post. But, he added that “everyone
seemed happy to have me back and I’m
happy too.”

His next big task as Assistant Recre-

ation Director, he said, is to tackle what
to do about the Westfield Pool member-
ship, which last year reached its capac-
ity and was unable to accept any more
new members.

Dinner to Honor
Edward Gottko

As Administrator
WESTFIELD — A special

dinner honoring Edward A.
Gottko, former Westfield Town
Administrator, will be held on Fri-
day, January 21, at the Gran Cen-
turions in Clark starting at 7 p.m.

The event, to be co-hosted by
veteran Second Ward Councilman
James J. Gruba and former Ad-
ministrator Jack Malloy, is a trib-
ute to Mr. Gottko’s 20 years with
the town. Mr. Gottko retired as
administrator effective December
31. He had been Town Engineer
prior to that.

Those interested in attending
the $40 per person, cash bar affair
are asked to call Martha Kieltyka
at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing for reservations at (908) 232-
4040.

The deadline for tickets is Fri-
day, January 14.

Sunday Hours Will Continue
At Westfield Memorial Library

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The newly imple-
mented Sunday openings of the
Westfield Memorial Library has been
seeing a slow, but steady increase in
Sunday usage, according to Barbara
Thiele, Library Director.

Since September of 1999, the
Westfield Library has opened its doors
to the public on Sundays from 1 to 5
p.m.

Following the holidays, the
Westfield Library will again open Sun-
days, beginning January 9, and stay
open until early June except for major
holidays.

Westfield joined Berkeley Heights
and Springfield in Union County li-
braries that are open on Sundays.
Plainfield Library, which also was open
Sundays, has discontinued its Sunday
hours due to a lack of money.

“Our parking lot has recently been
full on Sundays and our surveys of
visitors confirm they are mostly
Westfield residents,” Mrs. Thiele
stated. “We expect that as word gets
out we will see greater Sunday usage,”
she added.

An additional $14,000 was ear-
marked out of the total yearly library
budget of $1.4 million in order to fund
the extra day, which covered Sundays
from September to December.

“We have every assurance from our
Town Council that an additional
$40,000 in funds to cover Sundays in
2000 will be approved in the next
budget,” said Mrs. Thiele.

The library receives a standard base
amount in funds from the Town Coun-

cil at the start of each year in order to
conduct its normal hours of operation.
The extra funds requested, for the ad-
ditional Sunday hours will be voted on
by the Town Council and if approved,
distributed sometime in the spring.

Town Councilman Neil Sullivan,
who is a supporter of extended library
hours said, “The cost of adding Sun-
days for a full year, at approximately
$1,000 per day, is less than a 4 percent
increase to the total library budget and
a small price for the added benefits,
which Sundays at the library brings to
the community.”

Mr. Sullivan pointed out that Sun-
day hours affords many working people
access to the library who might other-
wise not have an opportunity to visit
the library.

Mr. Sullivan is also a proponent of
adding extended hours by opening the
library on Saturdays during the sum-
mer. This option will be looked into by
the library board and Mrs. Thiele, in
the future, according to Mr. Sullivan.

“We first need to establish that the
funds for Sundays will be an ongoing
approved budgetary item, before we
consider other options,” he added.

Michele Albano, a member of the
library’s Board of Directors commented
on how instrumental the Friends of the
Westfield Library have been in bring-
ing about the added Sunday hours.
Friends of the Library is a volunteer
organization that was formed to assist
the library with financial and service-
oriented activities.

“The Friends of the Library made
the public aware of possible budget
cuts in 1999,” Mrs. Albano said. “The

public, in turn, made the Town Coun-
cil aware of their strong support for
extended hours, and opposition to the
cuts.”

Jane Curtis, Co-Chairman of the
Campaign and Friend’s past President:
“Initially, when we organized our pub-
lic awareness campaign in 1999, we
only intended on making the public
aware of the potential budget cuts. The
end result was thousands of signatures
in favor of extending library hours to
open on Sundays.

“The Town of Westfield is on the
low side in how much money is col-
lected and allocated to the library’s
budget compared to other towns simi-
lar in circulation,” Mrs. Albano stated.

A comparative analysis of library
funding statistics published by the New
Jersey Public Library Association in
1997 showed that Westfield, with li-
brary circulation of 323,558, collected
approximately $37 per capita in taxes
for library funding and spent approxi-
mately $1.2 million, while the Summit
Library, which showed a circulation of
236,366 collected close to $60 per
capita and Millburn, with a circulation
of 267,739, collected approximately
$92 per capita.

Both Summit and Millburn spent
approximately $1.2 million and $1.7
million respectively in total library ex-
penditures, according to the analysis.

“We are confident that as the public
makes their wishes known to the Town,
Council support of an increased li-
brary budget will predominate,” Mrs.
Albano stated.

According to Mr. Sullivan, the Town
Council has also applied for a grant,
which will study the ways in which
library services can be shared among
neighboring municipalities.

“We view the Westfield Memorial
Library as a role model among libraries
and intend on continuing to improve
access and services to this important
community asset,” Mr. Sullivan stated.

Mr. Sullivan emphasized.
He said the best way to gain com-

munity support back is through ex-
panded communication through
community television and the
Internet, both of which he said are
“vastly under-utilized resources” by
the town. He said both conference
and public meetings need to be tele-
vised. TV-36, which is being re-
vamped under the new WCTV
(Westfield Community Television)
format, has only recently begun tele-
vising public council meetings.

In terms of the Internet, he said all
department heads and council mem-
bers should have e-mail addresses
and ordinances, resolutions and coun-
cil minutes should be placed on the
town’s Web site.

Mr. Sullivan proposed that
Westfield establish a “Council on
Cooperation” to be comprised of the
seven towns that comprised Westfield
Township in 1877: Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains, Springfield and
Westfield, to begin looking at “spe-
cific areas of improved service and
reduced costs by acting as a single
entity where it makes sense.”

The councilman noted that if these
towns were all still one community
the savings to taxpayers would be
$24 million, or more than a single
year’s Westfield municipal budget.
Westfield property taxpayers alone
would save $180 per year.

Mr. Sullivan also said the council
needs to address its fee structure
specifically as it applies to non-profit
groups. Last year, Holy Trinity Inter-
parochial School asked that its mu-
nicipal fees to conduct bingo games
and raffles be waived.

He also said the town needs to look
at conducting a revaluation of prop-
erties in town “to ensure that every-
one is paying their fair share” in
property taxes.

Mr. Sullivan concluded his remarks
by noting that the report being com-
pleted by Rich and Associates, a Michi-
gan-based firm, on a parking facility

in Westfield needs to become “a cor-
nerstone of an economic development
study” for the town. He said this study
should look at how Westfield will fare
in the decades ahead.

During his keynote address, former
Mayor Garland “Bud” Boothe, Jr.,
emphasized the need for members of
the community to continue to give back
to Westfield through volunteerism. He
said nationally around 47 percent of
Americans volunteer. At four hours a
week, this amounts to 19.5 billion hours
annually.

At $13 per hour, he said, “the
volunteer effort in America is worth
$182 billion per year.”

“Westfield will continue to be de-
sirable so long as volunteers come
forward or respond when asked.
Should that diminish and we get into
the ‘let the government do it’ syn-
drome, Westfield as we know it will
end,” he said.

The four Republicans on council
swept local elections held in Novem-
ber, thus guaranteeing a GOP major-
ity for another year. Democrats have
never held control of the council in
the town’s history.

See It All on the Web:
www.goleader.com

the candidate for Town Administrator, as
recommended by a bi-partisan search com-
mittee which he appointed, will meet with
the full council in closed session this
Tuesday night.

Re-appointed town officials included
Prosecutor Rafael Betancourt and Public
Defender Michael Diamond.

Among the volunteer appointments,
Mayor Jardim’s appointment of Sal
Antonelli as Chairman of the Recreation
Commission, as well as Mr. Antonelli’s
reappointment to the commission for an-
other three years, failed to gain a single
Republican vote and thus failed, 5-4.

“I was disappointed in the way the
Republicans treated me, but that’s poli-
tics,” Mr. Antonelli told The Leader. He

served five years on the commission.
He thanked both former Mayor Garland

“Bud” Boothe, who first appointed him to
the Commission, and Mayor Jardim, who
re-appointed him three years ago.

He said he was proud of his recommen-
dation for a joint commission-resident
committee to work on a modified Munici-
pal Pool and Park improvement plan. He
also noted that as Chairman of the
commission’s Grants Committee, he was
able to help secure over $200,000 in Union
County “Pocket Park” grant money.

“I felt my time was well spent on the
commission,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis Fried
Weinstein was reappointed to a three-year
term on the Recreation Commission, along
with Debbie Judd, who was named to the
three-year term of second alternate.

Also failing to gain council approval for
reappointment was David Judd to the
Downtown Westfield Corporation Board
of Directors.

Mr. Judd was replaced by Salvatore
Caruana to the resident slot on the special
improvement district board. Also appointed
was Douglas T. Schwarz, a former Plan-
ning Board Chairman. He will fill the
property owner representative vacancy on
the board.

While GOP members did not have any
negative comments on Mr. Judd’s perfor-
mance, Democrats noted that Mr. Judd
served as Treasurer of Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Lawrence A. Goldman’s reelec-
tion campaign in 1998.

In terms of Mayoral appointments,
Mayor Jardim appointed a new TV Advi-
sory Board to begin working on enhanc-
ing programming and the production of
TV-36 as a community-wide cable access
channel. Mary Withers and Todd Evans
were re-appointed to three- and two-year
terms on the Planning Board, respectively.
Mr. Evans will serve as second alternate
on the board.

During his annual address, Mayor
Jardim said that in the new year, he will
appoint a special task force to look at a
comprehensive redevelopment plan for
the area bounded by Central Avenue, Grove
Street and South Avenue. He noted that
the Housing Commission, which he cre-
ated last year, “has identified dozens and
dozens of houses in barely livable condi-
tion in that area.”

Mayor Jardim also said he will recom-
mend employment of a full-time planning
professional to serve the town. The indi-
vidual would oversee both planning and
economic development activities in the
town. He said the town is expected to
complete improvements to several town
parks and to finish work on what he said
will be a “first-class Web site” for the town
on the Internet.

In conclusion, he said the governing
body “will continue to work on moving
Westfield in the right direction.” He
said the council owes it “to ourselves at
the dawn of this new century to lift our
sights higher; to create a community
with a long-term vision; to redefine a
sense of purpose for this community.
This is our responsibility and it is our
opportunity.”

Westfield Council Reappoints
Town Attorney and Judge

Westfield Historic Preservation Commission
To Hold  Reorganization on  January 10

The Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission will hold its annual
reorganization meeting on Monday,

January 10, at 8 p.m. in the Admin-
istrative Conference Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Full Town Council Returns
For First Time in Six Years

Replace Your Old Furnace Now!
Don’t Pay Anything For 12 Months!

...no payment & NO INTEREST for 1 year!

Our offer is very straight
forward. Get rid of that
headache and get a YORK
high efficiency furnace. Not
only do you have peace of
mind, you actually save up to
½ of your operating costs and
receive a cash rebate also.

Pay as low as $39.90/month
after one year. Our high quality
YORK  furnaces come with a
5 year parts & labor warranty,
so you also don't have worry
about repair costs for 5 years.

Call Ketzenberg & Org to
schedule a free survey. (908)
928-0800 or visit our
showroom at 615 Central
Avenue,  Westfield to see the
latest equipment from YORK .

*****
Ketzenberg & Org has been serving the

Central NJ area since 1947 with over
100,000 installations.

615 Central Avenue

Westfield

(908) 9
28-0800

Since

1947

Both Mrs. Black and Mrs. Karp
estimated that hundreds of people
walked in the procession to the gym-
nasium, where an orchestra played
until 1 a.m. About 500 people stood
inside the gymnasium, with the crowd
spilling out into the adjacent hall-
way, as Westfield welcomed the year
2000.

The two offered special kudos to
Elaine Slabe, Darryl Walker and
the Westfield Fire Department for
handling the finale to the celebra-
tion.

In addition, they thanked Carolyn
Fleder and Alice Golembo, who
helped organize the stars crafted by
school-aged children that appeared
on the windows of area stores. The
stars indicated the children’s wishes
for the new year and served as a
way of getting younger children
involved in First Night, Mrs. Black
said.

Another first for First Night
Westfield — the public Millennium
Scrapbook which people could fill
with pictures, along with one-third
of a page of personal comments —
was also successful. Mrs. Karp said
the scrapbook will remain open and
available for individuals to continue
to contribute for some time. For fur-
ther information, First Night orga-
nizers may be reached at (908) 518-
2983.

“We’re already thinking about next
year,” Mrs. Karp added. She said
that traditionally, the organizers rest
for a few days and then meet the week
following the event to begin plans for
the next year.

Westfield TV-36
Council Airings

Phil Falcone, producer,  has an-
nounced that the Westfield Town Coun-
cil taped meetings are scheduled to be
broadcast on TV-36 as follows:

• Wednesday, January 5 at noon for the
meetings of December 21, 1999 and Janu-
ary 2, 2000.

• Thursday, January 6 at 5:30 p.m. for
the meetings of December 21, 1999 and
January 2, 2000.

• Tuesday, January 11 at 10 p.m. for
the meetings of December 21, 1999 and
January 2, 2000.

• Wednesday, January 12 at noon for
the meeting of January 4, 1999.

• Thursday, January 13 at 5:30 p.m. for
the meeting of January 4, 1999.

• Tuesday, January 18 at 10 p.m. for
the meeting of January 4, 1999.

• Wednesday, January 19 at noon for
the meeting of January 18, 1999.

• Thursday, January 20 at 5:30 p.m. for
the meeting of January 18, 1999.

Mr. Falcone hopes to expand this
schedule as the newly created Westfield
Community Television station
progresses.


