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Varied Tasks Handled by Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE in 1999;
However, Dealing With Burgeoning Enrollment Steals the Show

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Following is a synopsis of the is-
sues addressed during Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ings in the past year.

January
Staff and students returned from

the holiday break with a new contract
between the school board and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA) following
nearly 12 months of negotiations that
saw the union enact a job action and
authorize a strike.

The search continued for new prin-
cipals at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) and Park Middle
School to succeed retiring adminis-
trators with a collective 51 years of
experience.

Dr. David Heisey was chosen to
take the helm at SPFHS, while Rocco
Collucci, a Westfield resident, was
tapped to take the reins at Park School.

Administrators breathed sighs of

relief and satisfaction as representa-
tives from the Union County
Superintendent’s Office concluded
their monitoring of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school facilities on behalf
of the state. The monitoring team
found the district to be in compliance
with state requirements.

February
The board adopted the 1999-2000

school calendar which called for a
week-long winter break for students
in February. Three days of the week
were designated professional devel-
opment days for staff members.

The board also received word that
state funding for the 1999-00 school
year would rise approximately 5 per-
cent to $3,573,690 — less than 9
percent of the district’s overall $44.5
million budget.

The first of many discussions on
standardized testing took place in
late February as board members and
administrators hashed over the re-
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New Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks
Takes Reins in Township, Plans for Future

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Martin L. Marks was sworn in as
Mayor of Scotch Plains Sunday after-
noon, and promised a more open and
accessible township government,
vowed to hold the line on taxes, and
pledged to continue development of
the downtown business district and
expansion of parks and recreational
activities.

Before an overflow crowd at the
Municipal Building that included six
former Mayors and assorted local
and state officials, Mr. Marks be-
came the last Township Mayor cho-
sen by his fellow Council members,
with the first direct mayoral election
10 months away.

His selection, on a 4-1 vote, with
Democrat Tarquin Jay Bromley dis-
senting, formally sealed the Republi-
cans’ resumption of control of the
governing body two months after
Frank Rossi’s election to the Council
gave the GOP a 3-2 majority.

Presiding over a meeting that
matched the day’s sunny and mild
weather, Mayor Marks, 37, said the
five Council members, despite dif-
fering political backgrounds, “have
one thing that unifies us: we are all
committed to making our little piece
of the world, Scotch Plains, a better
place. Now on some issues, we may
not share the same perspective on
how to get to that better place, yet the
commitment is there nonetheless.”

Focusing on issues uniting the
council, Mr. Marks spoke first about
parks and recreation issues, and
thanked Democratic Councilwoman
Geri M. Samuel, who served as Mayor
last year, for “just about single-
handedly” securing a deal with Union
County to lease 22 acres of land in the
Ashbrook Reservation for a park and
ballfields.

He also pledged to “enhance our
existing parks and playgrounds.”

Calling for the year 2000 to be
known as the Year of Recreation in

Scotch Plains, the Mayor said that if
his term “will be remembered for one
thing, I would hope it will be for a
commitment to the young and the
young at heart and their need for
places to play.”

Turning to downtown develop-
ment, Mr. Marks noted that, thanks
to a $450,000 county grant, “we now
stand at the precipice of some major
aesthetic changes” in the central busi-
ness district. He expressed his hope
that the improvements “will put
Scotch Plains Towne Centre on the
map as an alternative to regional
malls and other nearby shopping dis-
tricts.”

The new Mayor also promised “no-
ticeable changes from last year,” in-
cluding a vow not to bring important
issues before the council during its
abbreviated summer schedule.

Last August, Council Republicans
criticized the Democratic majority
for voting to approve the ballot refer-
endum on directly electing the Mayor
at a time when then-Township Attor-
ney Andrew M. Baron was on vaca-
tion. Many residents who might have
had an opinion on the matter also
could have been out of town at the
time.

Turning to the issue of property
taxes, the subject of a good deal of
contention last year, Mr. Marks said
that, unlike the 1999 Democratic-led
Council, “this council will not pro-
pose a 6.5 percent municipal tax
increase this year (and) this council
will not enact a 5.4 percent munici-
pal tax increase this year.”

He said he has asked township
managers to prepare “a very tight
budget” for 2000.

Mayor Marks also outlined some
of the ways he hopes to make local
government “kinder, gentler, more
user friendly.”

In a symbolic gesture he said was
aimed at having “a little less formal-
ity in these chambers,” Mr. Marks
put the Mayor’s gavel in his desk

drawer, and then said residents speak-
ing at council meetings would be
permitted to address questions or
comments directly to council mem-
bers and other officials rather than
going through the formality of doing
so through the Mayor.

He will also seek to change the
statute governing when the public
can address the council, and the limi-
tations placed on those comments.
Presently, there is an opportunity at
the start of each meeting when resi-
dents can comment or ask questions
about any item on that evening’s
printed agenda.

At the end of each meeting, there is
also time set aside for the public to
speak on any matter, whether or not
it was on the agenda. Admitting he
had always thought the present rule

to be silly, Mr. Marks said he favors
allowing the public to speak on any
subject during both time slots.

He also said he will institute a new
program called “Meet the Mayor,” in
which he will periodically visit local
service organizations, classrooms,
religious organizations, scouting
groups and the like to speak about
various issues.

In her own remarks, Mrs. Samuel
called her year as Mayor an “excit-
ing” one in which “we accomplished
a great deal in a short amount of
time,” including the passage of the
Open Space referendum last Novem-
ber, the Ashbrook Reservation park
agreement with Union County, and
the grants for downtown develop-
ment, pocket parks and roadway

                                                                                                                                 Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
BEAMING WITH PRIDE…Newly sworn-in Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks is joined by his daughter, Casey Marks, son, Jeffrey Marks and wife, Lori
Marks. Mayor Marks, who was sworn in on Sunday, promises a more open and
accessible township government, vows to hold the line on taxes, and pledges to
continue development of the downtown business district and expansion of parks
and recreational activities.

Louis C. Jung Takes Oath of Office
As First Fanwood Mayor of 21st Century
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A festive crowd packed the Bor-
ough Council chambers New Year’s
Day as Louis C. Jung was sworn in as
Fanwood’s first mayor of the new
century during the governing body’s
noon reorganization meeting.

Elected last November as part of a
surprise GOP sweep, Mr. Jung is the
first Republican to serve as Mayor of
the borough since 1983. With last
Saturday’s reorganization, Republi-
cans also took back control of the
governing body for the first time in 12
years, now maintaining a 4-3 edge.

The former two-term councilman
was joined by his wife, Nancy, and
daughter, Diane, as Republican State
Senate President Donald T.

DiFrancesco administered the oath
of office before an audience of ap-
proximately 75 people, including
several former Fanwood mayors and
council representatives.

As he accepted congratulations and
the Mayor’s gavel from predecessor
Maryanne S. Connelly, Mayor Jung
remarked that he hoped to serve with
the same “enthusiasm and dedica-
tion” that Mrs. Connelly brought to
the position during the past four years.
He then assumed the center seat on
the council dais to an extended round
of applause from the audience.

Also sworn in last Saturday were
Republican Councilmen Stuart S.
Kline and Thomas P. Ryan, Jr. Mr.
Kline was reelected to a second three-
year term last November, while Mr.

Ryan is beginning his freshman term
on the seven-member governing body.
Republican Assemblymen Richard
H. Bagger and Alan M. Augustine
administered the oath of office to Mr.
Kline and Mr. Ryan, respectively.

Councilman Kline was accompa-
nied by his wife, Susan, and children
Becky, 7, Danny, 4, and 15-month-
old Lisa. Councilman Ryan was
joined by his wife, Ann Marie, and
daughter, Madeleine, 2, for the event.

Later in the meeting, Mayor Jung
broke a party line vote to approve the
appointment of Wilfred P. Coronato
as the new Borough Attorney. A civil
trial attorney, Mr. Coronato is a part-
ner with the Springfield law firm of
McDonough, Korn & Eichhorn.

He succeeds Dennis Estis, who

will remain on board as special coun-
sel this year as the governing body
makes the transition from the former
to the new administration.

While calling him “a bright young
man,” Democratic Councilwoman
Karen M. Schurtz said she had “hesi-
tancies and concerns” about Mr.
Coronato’s appointment because his
résumé did not reflect municipal ex-
perience. She said any legal mistakes
could have financial consequences
for the borough.

Noting that Mr. Coronato’s law
firm specializes in malpractice cases,
Democratic Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said she had a
problem with paying someone with-
out a background in municipal

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A NEW ERA…Mayor Louis C. Jung is sworn into office New Year’s Day
by State Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco at the Fanwood govern-
ing body’s annual reorganization meeting. Looking on is Mr. Jung’s wife,
Nancy, holding her husband’s mother’s Bible, and their daughter, Diane.
Mr. Jung is the first Republican to serve as Mayor of the borough since
1983.
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Officials Consider Options to Ease Congestion,
Hazards at Raritan-Rahway Road Intersection

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Progress is being made towards a
solution for the dangerous and con-
gested intersection of Raritan Road
and Rahway Road in Scotch Plains,
although the Township Council and
the Police Department differ on the
preferable course to follow.

A year ago, local residents told the
council of their concerns about the
intersection on the south side of town,
which is the scene of frequent traffic
backups and also a number of acci-
dents.

Rahway Road has become a con-
duit for area drivers to travel to and
from Edison, while drivers turning
onto Raritan Road from Rahway Road
often do not see oncoming vehicles
until the last moment.

Police Chief Thomas F. O’Brien
favors the installation of a traffic

light, but at its conference meeting
on Monday night, council members
took a dim view of that option.

“No one down there wants a traffic
light,” said Deputy Mayor William
F. McClintock.

Mayor Martin L. Marks listed sev-
eral alternatives to the traffic light
option, including re-striping the road-
way in an effort to slow the speed of
automobiles, especially on Raritan
Road; removal of several trees to
increase visibility; the placement of
signs on Raritan Road warning of the
upcoming dangerous intersection;
urging homeowners at or near the
intersection to first consult with the
township before installing any fenc-
ing that may impede motorists’ sight
lines, and, perhaps, stationing a po-
lice officer to direct traffic during the
rush hours.

Chief O’Brien said the option of

placing an officer at the intersection
“is viable but also a very expensive
alternative” to a traffic light. A num-
ber of intersections in the area, he
noted, are congested during the rush
hours, and “police resources would
be drained if utilized in this matter.”

The cost of placing a senior patrol-
man at an intersection for one hour in
the morning and one hour in the
evening during each day of the work
week could cost as much as $20,000
annually, once periodic overtime pay
is added in, Chief O’Brien said, add-
ing that this would “be a financial
drain on the township.”

In other matters, Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins told the coun-
cil that officials were continuing to
seek potential animal control service
alternatives to Stirling-based Gar-
den State Kennels, the current pro-
vider of such services and the subject

of complaints and concerns about its
operations.

Mr. Atkins said Associated Hu-
mane Society of Newark-Hillside had
recently provided the township with
a proposal that was higher than Gar-
den State Kennels’ present fee and
higher than a proposal Associated
Humane had given the Township
several years ago.

An effort will be made to see if
Associated Humane, which has
worked in Westfield, Mountainside
and Cranford, would be willing to
modify its proposal.

Separately, the Park Avenue Cy-
clists bicycle club has contacted the
township government about setting a
date for its annual Freddie Spencer
Memorial Bicycle Race.

The group, which canceled its 1999
race due to planning difficulties, is

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
LET’S GET GOING...Matt Messina and Jenn Miller are shown here before
heading off to Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School senior prom held last June at
the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
MURAL ART...Student Justine Brown poses next to a mural of “Charlotte’s
Web” that adorned the wall of Evergreen Elementary School media center
earlier this year. Created as a gift to the school by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School art students, murals were painted to feature characters from children’s
books.
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School Board Juggles
Varied Tasks in 1999

sults of the 1998 eighth-grade Early
Warning Test (EWT), now known as
the Grade Eight Proficiency Assess-
ment (GEPA); eleventh grade High
School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA), and fourth-grade Elemen-
tary School Performance Assessment
(ESPA).

Seeing room for improvement al-
most everywhere, reading scores on
the GEPA were of particular concern
given discrepancies between the per-
formances of students at Park and
Terrill Middle Schools.

At Board Member Jean
McAllister’s urging, the board re-
solved to oppose the mandatory struc-
tured learning experiences outlined
in the administrative code regarding
the state’s school-to-work program
within the Cross Curriculum Con-
tent Standards.

The resolution also opposed anno-
tation of high-school diplomas
awarded to students with disabilities
who meet alternate graduation re-
quirements.

March
The board approved a tentative

$44,551,453 budget for the 1999-
2000 school year, a 1.8 percent in-
crease over the prior school budget.
The spending plan called for an over-
all 2.99 percent increase in the school
tax levy.

Among the academic improve-
ments built into the budget were pro-
visions for staffing increases at the
teacher and supervisory levels; ex-
pansion of the world language pro-
gram at the middle schools; expan-
sion of the art and music program at
the elementary and middle school
levels; expansion of the middle school
extracurricular athletics program; en-
hanced professional development
opportunities; and technology im-
provements such as computer labs at
the middle and high-school levels.

Board Member Richard M. Meade
was alone in his opposition to the
tentative budget, which came in at
$352,398 less than Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye’s origi-
nal recommendation.

The Fanwood representative called
it “hypocritical” to approve a near-
four percent increase in teachers’ sala-
ries under the December 1998 con-
tract settlement and not budget the
means to pay for it by approving the
superintendent’s original proposal.

April
Seven candidates vied for three,

three-year seats — one in Fanwood,
two in Scotch Plains — on the board.
Candidates had several opportuni-
ties to present their views prior to
the April 20 election during the
annual Candidates’ Night at SPFHS
and at smaller gatherings hosted by
community groups.

Fanwood resident Jessica Simpson
bested challenger Victoria Manduca,
who was making her third bid for the
board during the 1999 campaign. Mrs.
Simpson is presently serving her sec-
ond full term as a board member.

In Scotch Plains, incumbent Ed-
ward J. Saridaki, Jr. and former
Board President Dr. Donald E.
Sheldon defeated two-term incum-
bent Morris H. “Butch” Gillet along
with newcomers Dominick Bratti
and Ava McNamara.

Mr. Saridaki is now serving in
his second term on the board. Dr.
Sheldon, now board vice president,
lost his bid for re-election in 1998.
He is now serving in his third term.

The school budget passed by a
margin of 1,757 to 1,079 votes. While
115 more voters participated in the
1999 school board elections, most of
those voted against the budget.

Dr. Choye identified assessment
(testing) as a means of improving
educational programs as one of the
district’s top priorities for 1999-2000.

She also emphasized reading/lan-
guage arts/writing, communication,
technology and professional devel-
opment. She indicated the district
was looking hard at bringing in
more English-certified teachers at
the middle school level to strengthen
the program.

The superintendent also reviewed
the district’s response to the tragedy
at Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colo. which started with a
special meeting of the local Crisis
Management Team. The team draws
together leadership from the elemen-
tary, middle and high schools, guid-
ance counselors, Resolve Commu-
nity Counseling Center representa-
tives, local police, Director of Pupil
Services Eleanor Henry and Assis-
tant Superintendent for Instruction
Dr. John Crews.

The group intended to take a fresh
look at the crisis prevention and safety
measures in place in district schools.

May
At the board’s May 3 reorganiza-

tion meeting, Theresa Larkin, serv-
ing in her second term as a board
member, was named president, while
newly re-elected Dr. Sheldon was
endorsed as vice president.

Public debate over leveling took
off in May as hundreds of parents
spoke passionately about the pros
and cons of grouping students by
academic ability. It was the disparity
between leveling practices and Park
and Terrill Middle Schools that fo-
cused board and public attention on
the issue.

Whereas Terrill grouped students
into two levels in both Math and
English in grades six, seven and eight,
Park offered two levels in Math in

every grade, but no leveling in En-
glish.

Dr. Crews advocated de-leveling
as a means of allowing teachers to
“better manage the affective and so-
cial aspects of classrooms made up of
young adolescents.” Some board
members criticized the seemingly
lopsided information presented by
the administration in favor of de-
leveling.

Also criticized was the district’s
waiver system. By allowing parents
to move their children into Level
One at will, the present system of
grouping students was significantly
watered down.

The mantra of “raising the bar” for
all students was a popular theme
throughout the discussions. Most dis-
cussion participants agreed that suc-
cess there depends strongly on the
teacher.

June
After weeks of discussion, the board

ultimately voted 6-3 to eliminate the
practice of leveling sixth-grade En-
glish classes at Terrill School begin-
ning September 1999; and to elimi-
nate leveling in seventh-grade En-
glish at Terrill School beginning in
September 2000. Those classes were
already heterogeneously grouped at
Park School. Eighth-grade English
students will continue to be split into
two levels at both schools.

It was decided two-tier leveling in
math across all three grades will
remain in place at both Park and
Terrill schools.

Board Members Thomas Russo,
Edward J. Saridaki, Jr. and Mrs.
McAllister voted against the pro-
posal.

In other business, the board ac-
cepted 50 grant applications totaling
$53,156 from teachers across the dis-
trict who were eager to take advan-
tage of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders’ Access 2000
technology grant program.

The board elected to hire a profes-
sional consultant to study district
facilities’ ability to house the grow-
ing student population, which is ex-
pected to reach nearly 5,100 students
by 2004-2005. Present enrollment is
approximately 4,500 students.

Board members sought the pro-
fessional assessment to supplement
the information provided by the Fa-
cilities and Enrollment Task Force
report submitted to Dr. Choye in
June 1998.

While no specific recommendation
was made by the volunteer task force,
the majority of participants supported
movement of the fifth grade into the
middle schools to open up space at the
elementary level.

In June, the board signed a two-
year agreement with ServiceMaster
Management Services Company of
Downers Grove, Ill., to manage the
custodial, grounds and maintenance
work of the district. Expected to save
the district $6,335 annually, the con-
tract with an outside firm was de-
signed to provide safer, cleaner sites
for students and staff; implement a
work order system that would track
maintenance needs; reduce costs in
purchasing supply items; and en-
hance training for maintenance/cus-
todial staff members.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Scotch Plains
Reorganization

The last six months of the
school board wrap up will

appear next week.

improvements.
In other business, the council unani-

mously approved the appointments of
Douglas W. Hansen as Township At-
torney and Andrew M. Baron, his pre-
decessor, as Assistant Township Attor-
ney. Joseph Perfilio was re-appointed
to a new three-year term as Municipal
Judge. Brian Levin was named Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor, while Randolph
Brause was named Public Defender.

There were several lighthearted mo-
ments that characterized the spirit of
the day’s proceedings, which was at-
tended by well over 100 people, includ-
ing former Scotch Plains Mayors Mauro
Checcio, Gabriel Spera, Joan Papen,
Irene Schmidt, Robert Johnston and
Albert Theurer, Fanwood Mayor Louis
Jung, Assemblymen Alan Augustine
and Joel Weingarten, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Superintendent Dr.
Carol Choye.

Mayor Marks, an endodontist, made
a number of breezy comments through-
out the meeting, including calling on a
handful of attendees — ranging from
council members Samuel and William
F. McClintock to several family mem-
bers — to stand up so the audience
could see people who “have sat in my
chair for a root canal and lived to tell
about it.”

Prior to making his formal remarks
after his swearing-in, Mr. Marks pre-
sented a plaque of appreciation to former
Mayor Samuel, with whom he had sev-
eral well-publicized feuds last year.

“Geri and I have had our moments,”
he admitted, “but we understand that
that’s politics. I consider Geri a friend,”
the Mayor said, adding that, “I haven’t
seen any other Mayor put as much time
into the job as Geri.”

The council will hold its regular meet-
ings on the second and fourth Tuesdays
of each month, except in July and Au-
gust. The first regular meeting of the
new year will be Tuesday, January 11 at
8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Louis C. Jung Takes Oath
Of Office as Fanwood Mayor

government the same $120-per-hour
fee as Mr. Estis, who had served as
Borough Attorney since 1988.

Democratic former Council Presi-
dent William E. Populus, Jr. said he
was opposed to borough residents pay-
ing for both an attorney and another
individual to serve as special counsel.

Republicans staunchly defended the
appointment of Mr. Coronato, a one-
time GOP candidate for council, as
well as the special counsel position. In
his new capacity, Mr. Estis will assist
with such matters as finalizing the
borough’s revised zoning ordinance,
which is scheduled to be introduced
soon.

Councilman Ryan, a fellow attor-
ney, described Mr. Coronato as having
“a fine intellect” and “superior organi-
zation” skills. He added that an indi-
vidual had also served as special coun-
sel during the administration of late
former Fanwood Mayor Patricia
MacDonald Kuran, for the same pur-
pose of wrapping up borough busi-
ness.

Mr. Kline emphasized that Mr.
Coronato is a partner in a “prominent
regional law firm” and that the special
counsel position would only be for a
short period of time.

Councilman Joel Whitaker observed
that Mr. Kline is a Fanwood resident
and therefore familiar with the bor-
ough, adding that “everyone has to
start somewhere.” He also noted that
Mr. Coronato’s appointment would not
be accompanied by a salary increase in
the Borough Attorney’s position.

Mr. Whitaker was subsequently
elected as the new Council President
in a 5-to-1 vote. In addition to his GOP
colleagues, Mr. Whitaker drew sup-
port from Councilwoman Schurtz, who
praised his past leadership and active
role on the Planning Board, and Coun-
cilwoman Mitchell. Councilman Kline
called Mr. Whitaker a “very forceful,
very strong” voice on the governing
body, as well as a “committed advo-
cate.”

Later in the meeting, the annual
oath of office was administered by
Mayor Jung to Fanwood Fire Chief
John Piccola and to officers of the

Fanwood Volunteer Rescue Squad.
Mr. Whitaker and Llewyellen Fisher

were re-appointed as the governing
body’s representatives to the Planning
Board and to the Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, respectively.

Borough officials for 2000 were an-
nounced, as well as members of local
boards, commissions and committees,
plus standing council committees.

In addition, resolutions were passed
designating the governing body’s
agenda and regular meeting dates, of-
ficial media and official depositories
for borough funds for the year 2000.
The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
was again named among the official
media for borough advertising.

In his address to colleagues and
members of the community, Mr. Jung
thanked former Mayor Connelly for
“13 consecutive years of service to
Fanwood as a councilwoman and
mayor,” and looked back on the
community’s triumphs and tribulations
during 1999.

Among last year’s highlights were
the Fanwood Memorial Library’s tran-
sition to full automation; development
of the Fanwood Business and Profes-
sional Association (FBPA); initial
work on both an expansion to The
Chelsea at Fanwood and the Watson
Road pocket park and the debut of the
Millennium Clock.

Other principal events that shaped
Fanwood in the final year of the 20th
century were the protracted Dean Oil
site hearings before the Planning
Board; the record heat wave and
drought which swept New Jersey last
summer and Tropical Storm Floyd in
September.

“Our local emergency forces shined
again as our police department, rescue
squad, fire department, as well as Pub-
lic Works, did a tremendous job in
responding to all emergencies result-
ing from the storm. We are truly fortu-
nate to have such dedicated and ca-
pable people in Fanwood,” Mayor Jung
said.

He then offered kudos to all the
borough’s volunteers, calling them “the
backbone of our community.”

Looking ahead, the new Mayor de-
fined the governing body’s top priori-
ties for 2000 as continuation of down-
town improvements and the upgrad-
ing of local parks. The downtown ini-
tiatives, he said, would include aes-
thetic improvements, further growth
of the FBPA and the pending adoption
of the revised zoning ordinance.

Standing council committees were
announced for the year 2000 as fol-
lows:

• Administration and Finance:
Councilman Kline, Chairman; Coun-
cilwoman Mitchell and Councilman
Populus.

• Public Safety Committee: Coun-
cilwoman Schurtz, Chairwoman;
Councilman Kline and Councilwoman
Mitchell.

• Public Works: Councilman
Populus, Chairman; Councilman
Whitaker, Councilwoman Schurtz and
Mayor Jung.

• Land Use and Historic Preserva-
tion: Councilman Whitaker, Chairman;
Councilwoman Schurtz and Council-
man Ryan.

• Education, Health and Welfare:
Councilwoman Mitchell, Chair-
woman; Councilmen Ryan and
Populus.

• Recreation and Community Ser-
vices: Councilman Ryan, Chairman;
Councilmen Kline and Whitaker.

proposing Sunday, May 28 as the race
date.

Mr. Atkins said he will consult with
township officials and local busi-
nesses whose operations may be af-
fected by the race prior to making a
recommendation.

Mayor Marks has made a number
of other appointments in the early
days of his tenure. He will serve as
Class I member this year and Con-
struction Official/Zoning Officer Rob-
ert LaCosta will serve as Class II
member this year on the Township
Planning Board.

Marcia Anderson, Andrew Port,
Guy Celantano and Cynthia Lea Kuntz
have been appointed to three-year
terms on the Township Environmen-
tal Commission, while Cathy
Budzinski was named an alternate
member.

Patricia Hambleton and Lynn
Baratucci were re-appointed to five-
year terms on the Township Recre-
ation Commission.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Town Council

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
NEW MEMBER…Republican Thomas P. Ryan, Jr., second from right, enjoys
his first day as a member of the Fanwood Borough Council. He was sworn in
during the governing body’s reorganization meeting New Year’s Day, along with
Mayor Louis C. Jung and Councilman Stuart S. Kline. Joining Mr. Ryan,
pictured left to right, are: Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger, Councilwoman
Karen M. Schurtz and Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine. Mr. Augustine
administered the oath of office to Mr. Ryan.

Westfield Town Council
Reappoints Attorney, Judge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With the rumblings of a political
battle likely on the horizon, all but
two of the 60-plus appointments pro-
posed by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
were approved during the Town
Council’s reorganization meeting
held Tuesday night.

Prior to the meeting, Democrats
told The Westfield Leader they feared
that several town officials would not
gain support for reappointment from
the Republican majority on the coun-
cil.

However, in the end, the council
reappointed Town Attorney William
S. Jeremiah, 2nd, by an 8-0-1 vote.
Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan abstained as a protest of
how the appointment process was
conducted by Mayor Jardim.

Democrats said they had heard
Republicans were not happy with
Mr. Jeremiah.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano, a Republican, said
only that some GOP council mem-
bers had “lost confidence in him and
decided to go in another direction.”

Since Mayor Jardim had indicated
he would not consider another attor-
ney, provided Mr. Jeremiah wanted
to continue in this role, Councilman
Albano said the GOP decided to vote
in favor of the appointment. The
reason for this, Mr. Albano explained,
was that Mr. Jeremiah would have
remained in the post as a “hold over”
appointment.

Municipal Judge William L.
Brennan was given a full, three-year
term by a 5-4 tally, as veteran Second
Ward Councilman James J. Gruba
broke ranks and joined Democrats to
support the nomination.

Councilman Albano said he was
“shocked” that Judge Brennan was
re-appointed. Mr. Albano, who
knows attorneys who have appeared
before Judge Brennan, said he has
asked for third party opinions on the
Judge’s performance on the bench.

He told council members that he is
“not hearing good things about our
judge.”

Mayor Jardim said both Judge
Brennan and Mr. Jeremiah “have
done an outstanding job for this
town.”

Republicans stated they had not
received the appointment list from
the Mayor until Friday night. They
objected to not being brought into the
process from the beginning, noting
that most of the appointments re-
quired council consent.

They said they should have had
more than four days prior to the
meeting to review the list of appoint-
ments.

Councilman Sullivan stated that
obtaining the consent of all council
members is the correct process to
follow when making municipal ap-
pointments. He said the fact that
Mayor Jardim did not follow this
procedure was a “detriment” to the
town.

Mayor Jardim later called the ar-
gument on the appointment process
“hogwash” during a heated exchange
with Councilman Sullivan, as wit-
nessed by reporters after Tuesday’s
meeting.

“Don’t be hoodwinked by the pro-
cess,” Mayor Jardim commented to
Mr. Sullivan.

Councilman Albano told The
Leader that Mayor Jardim “did not
discharge his responsibilities prop-
erly by failing to consult on the ap-
pointments with the council and he
failed the voters (in this regard).”

Regarding other employee appoint-
ments, Mayor Jardim said he hopes
the candidate for Town Administra-
tor, as recommended by a bi-partisan
search committee which he appointed,
will meet with the full council in
closed session this Tuesday night.

Re-appointed town officials in-
cluded Prosecutor Rafael Betancourt
and Public Defender Michael Dia-

mond.
Among the volunteer appoint-

ments, Mayor Jardim’s appointment
of Sal Antonelli as Chairman of the
Recreation Commission, as well as
Mr. Antonelli’s reappointment to the
commission for another three years,
failed to gain a single Republican
vote and thus failed, 5-4.

“I was disappointed in the way the
Republicans treated me, but that’s
politics,” Mr. Antonelli told The
Leader. He served five years on the
commission.

He thanked both former Mayor
Garland “Bud” Boothe, who first
appointed him to the Commission,
and Mayor Jardim, who re-appointed
him three years ago.

He said he was proud of his recom-
mendation for a joint commission-
resident committee to work on a
modified Municipal Pool and Park
improvement plan. He also noted
that as Chairman of the commission’s
Grants Committee, he was able to
help secure over $200,000 in Union
County “Pocket Park” grant money.

“I felt my time was well spent on
the commission,” he said.

Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein was reappointed to a
three-year term on the Recreation
Commission, along with Debbie
Judd, who was named to the three-
year term of second alternate.

Also failing to gain council ap-
proval for reappointment was David
Judd to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation Board of Directors.

Mr. Judd was replaced by Salvatore
Caruana to the resident slot on the
special improvement district board.
Also appointed was Douglas T.
Schwarz, a former Planning Board
Chairman. He will fill the property
owner representative vacancy on the
board.

While GOP members did not have
any negative comments on Mr. Judd’s
performance, Democrats noted that
Mr. Judd served as Treasurer of Fourth
Ward Councilman Lawrence A.
Goldman’s reelection campaign in
1998.

In terms of Mayoral appointments,
Mayor Jardim appointed a new TV
Advisory Board to begin working on
enhancing programming and the pro-
duction of TV-36 as a community-
wide cable access channel. Mary
Withers and Todd Evans were re-
appointed to three- and two-year
terms on the Planning Board, respec-
tively. Mr. Evans will serve as second
alternate on the board.

During his annual address, Mayor
Jardim said that in the new year, he
will appoint a special task force to
look at a comprehensive redevelop-
ment plan for the area bounded by
Central Avenue, Grove Street and
South Avenue. He noted that the
Housing Commission, which he cre-
ated last year, “has identified dozens
and dozens of houses in barely liv-
able condition in that area.”

Mayor Jardim also said he will
recommend employment of a full-
time planning professional to serve
the town. The individual would over-
see both planning and economic de-
velopment activities in the town. He
said the town is expected to complete
improvements to several town parks
and to finish work on what he said
will be a “first-class Web site” for the
town on the Internet.

In conclusion, he said the govern-
ing body “will continue to work on
moving Westfield in the right direc-
tion.” He said the council owes it “to
ourselves at the dawn of this new
century to lift our sights higher; to
create a community with a long-term
vision; to redefine a sense of purpose
for this community. This is our re-
sponsibility and it is our opportunity.”

See It All on the Web:
www.goleader.com

Replace Your Old Furnace Now!
Don’t Pay Anything For 12 Months!

...no payment & NO INTEREST for 1 year!

Our offer is very straight
forward. Get rid of that
headache and get a YORK
high efficiency furnace. Not
only do you have peace of
mind, you actually save up to
½ of your operating costs and
receive a cash rebate also.

Pay as low as $39.90/month
after one year. Our high quality
YORK  furnaces come with a
5 year parts & labor warranty,
so you also don't have worry
about repair costs for 5 years.

Call Ketzenberg & Org to
schedule a free survey. (908)
928-0800 or visit our
showroom at 615 Central
Avenue,  Westfield to see the
latest equipment from YORK .
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Ketzenberg & Org has been serving the

Central NJ area since 1947 with over
100,000 installations.
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