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Many Questions Remain
On New SP-F School Plan

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Though the Board of Education
has yet to vote on the
proposal, the admin-
istration unveiled ten-
tative plans for mov-
ing Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s fifth grade
students into the
middle schools during
a February 16 special
meeting at Park
Middle School.

In preparation for
the meeting, the ad-
ministration had
hustled to respond to
questions and con-
cerns raised by the
February 10 recom-
mendation from Dr.
Carol B. Choye, su-
perintendent of
schools, to address the
enrollment crisis by
reconfiguring the district to K-4, 5-
8, 9-12 from its present K-5, 6-8, 9-
12 structure.

The Board of Education is sched-
uled to vote on the proposal next
Monday, February 28. If approved,
the new configuration should be in
place by September 2002.

Assistant Superintendent for In-
struction Dr. John R. Crews; Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Anthony DelSordi; Middle
School Principals Rocco Collucci
(Park) and John Foulks (Terrill);
McGinn School Principal Mariana
Cassidy; School One Principal Jeff
Grysko; and Terrill teachers Sue
Laffey and Ed Leonard (president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association) addressed five as-
pects of the fifth-grade move:

• Academic Program
• Logistics (safety, traffic, etc.)
• Building Improvements
• Co-Curricular Programs
• Transition
According to Mr. Grysko, the

present self-contained environment
of the fifth grades would continue,
though the curriculum would be “en-
hanced, using the facilities and pro-
grams of the middle school.”

With the exception of a half-hour
break for lunch, instructional time
from 8:40 a.m. to 1:20 p.m. would
focus on the core content subjects of
reading, language arts, math, social
studies and science.

Board Member August Ruggiero
pointed out that fifth graders cur-
rently receive 295 minutes per week

on instruction in
the core content
subjects. The
tentative plan re-
duces that by 49
minutes to 246
minutes per
week.

Exploratory
and special sub-
jects would be
reserved for the
afternoon (such
as physical edu-
cation, world
language, art,
music, informa-
tion technology, theater arts, chorus,
project-based learning and band).

As explained, students would ro-
tate by marking period through art,
music, theater arts and information
technology.

Coping with increased traffic at
both middle school facilities topped
the list of logistical challenges.

Mr. Collucci and Mr. Foulks pre-
sented possible scenarios for manag-
ing parking demands and drop-off,
assembly and building entry at Park
and Terrill.

Mr. Collucci acknowledged he had
not reviewed the ideas for Park with
local police or any expert body to
determine their feasibility or cost
implications.

Suggestions included expanding
the parking lot by 25 spaces, creating
a special lot for visitors, and creating

a drop-off zone.
The fifth-grade move would re-

quire the construction of 12 class-
rooms and multi-purpose room at
Terrill, plus expansion of the park-
ing lot at a cost of $3.9 million.

An additional $5 million would
be spent to renovate Park. Reno-
vations would involve the media
center, science lab, art room, au-
ditorium and music room. Light-
ing, ceiling, floor, fire detection,
ventilation, and electrical renova-
tions would occur in 50 rooms at
Park. The half-million dollars
slated for window replacement
prompted a question from Scotch
Plains resident (and former board
member) Ellie Krump.

She said Park’s windows had

been fully replaced rela-
tively recently.

All projected costs were culled
from recommendations in The Tho-
mas Group report. The Thomas
Group, based in Princeton, was hired
last year to conduct a feasibility study
of the district’s facilities.

Some of the ideas for co-curricular
activities sounded like an extension
of Parent-Teacher Association pro-
grams already in place at the el-
ementary level, things like science
fairs and cultural heritage night.

Ms. Cassidy also spoke of the pos-
sibilities for intramural sports pro-
grams; a student newspaper; leader-
ship opportunities in the way of stu-
dent government and community
outreach; and a district-sponsored
After Care program. It was recom-
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Knights Honor Those Who Protect and Serve
During Annual Awards Program at St. Bart’s

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Elected officials joined Father John
S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the
Knights of Columbus last Thursday
for the council’s annual salute to
some of Scotch Plains’ and
Fanwood’s finest.

Now in its 24th year, the Awards
Night program honors police, fire
and rescue squad personnel from the
two towns for outstanding service to
the community during the previous
year. Individuals are nominated for
awards by their respective depart-
ment heads.

Held in the cafeteria of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle School in
Scotch Plains, the event was attended
last week by the honorees, their fami-
lies, colleagues and others, includ-
ing Mayors Martin L. Marks of
Scotch Plains and Louis C. Jung of
Fanwood.

Noting “there are not too many
opportunities for the various organi-
zations to show their appreciation”
for the services provided by these
paid professionals and volunteers –
sometimes at great personal risk –
council Grand Knight Charles Gates
described the program as “a gather-

ing to say thank you.”
Besides the honorees, Mr. Gates

recognized fellow members of their
units who were on duty elsewhere
that evening, telling his audience,
“you’re not only applauding the
people who are here but those who
are not here.”

Mayor Marks and Mayor Jung also
offered kudos prior to distribution of
the Shield Awards to police, fire and
rescue squad personnel. Calling all
three divisions “near and dear to my
heart,” Mr. Marks said they continue
to live up to residents’ expectations
“year after year.”

Mr. Jung concurred, saying, “we
can’t do enough to thank” those indi-
viduals responsible for protecting the
health and safety of the two munici-
palities 24 hours a day throughout
the year.

“The hours they put in are incred-
ible. It’s just tremendous and we
appreciate it very much,” he added.

Officer Jeffrey Pate of the Fanwood
Police Department received an award
for having prevented the suicide of a
man who was walking in the direc-
tion of an oncoming train last Sep-
tember 8.

David B. Corbin for The Times
ENJOYING A NICE SUMMER EVENING AT LA GRANDE…Residents and sports fans have enjoyed coming to La
Grande Park in Fanwood in the warm summer evenings to take in an exciting softball game. La Grande Park, which has
two softball fields, tennis courts, a skating rink  and a playground, officially opened in 1944. The Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association, which is comprised of eight teams, has been playing weekday evening games for more than 50 years.
The park was a focus of a Tuesday night meeting of the Fanwood Recreation Commission and residents

Park Middle School

Terrill Middle School

Fanwood Recreation Commission
Examines Spending County Grant
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By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

During a Tuesday night meeting,
the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion reached out to the community
for suggestions as to how to spend a
$100,000 Union County grant to
improve Fanwood’s parks. Three
ideas came forth.

The first was from eighth-graders
Zack Von Langen of Fanwood and
Kevin Del Mauro of Scotch Plains,
who recommended construction of a
skate park in the borough because
“we’ve been kicked out of parks and
parking lots.” At the meeting, Zack
presented a letter signed by Fanwood
business owners and other residents
supporting their recommendation.

He shared information from
Ramptech, a company specializing
in construction of skate parks. He
said Ramptech was responsible for
constructing Extremes, an indoor
skate park on Chimney Rock Road
off Route No. 22 in Bridgewater.

According to Zack, the Ramptech
brochure addresses safety and insur-
ance concerns and provides cost in-
formation that  would assist the com-
mission in making their decision.

Zack also suggested ways to help
ensure the proper usage of and safety
at such a facility: requiring kids to
use helmets, and wearing wrist bands
to prove skaters have been appropri-
ately registered. Kevin estimated that
skaters would range between 10 and

17 years of age.
Impressed by the youngsters’ ini-

tiative, Recreation Commission
Chairman Fred Leahy asked Coun-
cilman Thomas P. Ryan, Jr. to dis-
cuss the insurance and liability con-
siderations of a skate park with Bor-
ough Attorney Wilfred P. Coronato.

The ice skating rink at La Grande
Park was put forth as a possible site
because it would allow officials to
keep it locked.

A second recommendation for a
fitness trail with stations at La Grande
Park, Forest Road Park and the pocket
park on Watson Road came from
Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz.
Though unable to attend the meet-
ing, Mrs. Schurtz presented her idea
of a fitness trail through a letter and
photographs of a similar course she
had visited in Monterey, Calif.

President of the Fanwood Senior
Citizen Club Art Badala reiterated
his request that the county grant
money be used to expand the La
Grande Park building to facilitate its
usage by the seniors.

The club, which boasts 93 mem-
bers (60 from Fanwood), currently
meets at All Saints Episcopal Church
in Scotch Plains. Mr. Badala has
long been eager to find a home for
the club in Fanwood.

Mr. Badala also outlined a host of
activities that he would like to see
instituted for seniors, including line
dancing instruction, crafts, an exer-

cise program, a chess and checker
club and barbershop quartet. All such
programs would take place between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The club also runs
bus trips to Atlantic City and to the
PNC Arts Center in Holmdel as part
of its regular calendar of events.

Acknowledging that all of the Mr.
Badala’s program ideas were good
ones, Fanwood Recreation Director
Kevin Ewing encouraged Mr. Badala
to come to the regular recreation
commission meetings to discuss
them.

Councilman Ryan noted that the
Historic Preservation Commission
is looking into converting the old
Carriage House (now the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center) into a
more useful facility for community
groups.

“It could be a place for Fanwood
groups to meet in the not-too-distant

SP Council Republicans to Back Passage
Of Township Budget With Zero Tax Increase

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

With the local government sitting
atop another large surplus, the Re-
publican-controlled Township Coun-
cil in Scotch Plains will propose no

tax increase when it introduces its
2000 municipal budget next month,
Mayor Martin L. Marks said earlier
this week.

The Council met late Tuesday night
with township auditors to put the

finishing touches on the proposed
spending plan for the year and to
discuss the tax levy to be imposed on
local property owners.

Mayor Marks, noting that the pre-
liminary estimate of this year’s sur-
plus is about $2.7 million, said he
had “a problem with our surpluses
being at the level they’ve been. It’s
not fair to taxpayers for us to hold
that money.”

Last year’s township surplus to-
taled about $3.2 million, the highest
level ever, but the then-Democratic-
controlled council passed a 5.4 per-
cent local tax hike in spite of GOP
protests that more of the surplus
should have been used to offset the
need for a significant tax increase.

Mayor Marks said Tuesday night
that surplus levels “over $3 million
or approaching $3 million are not
appropriate,” and said he favored
lowering that level to somewhere
between $2.3-$2.4 million.

The two other Republicans on the
five-member Council echoed the
Mayor’s sentiments and backed the
tax proposal, with Councilman
Frank Rossi saying the Township
government had “a unique opportu-
nity to hold the line this year.”

Councilman William F.
McClintock, now working on his
10th municipal budget as a Council
member, noted that the government
has had great success in regenerating
its surplus each year.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel,
who, as Mayor in 1999, took the brunt

of criticism for last year’s tax increase,
told the council she had “nothing to
say at this time” about the proposed
zero tax increase.

Her Democratic counterpart, Tarquin
Jay Bromley, said he wasn’t yet sure
what he thought about the idea.

He expressed his concern about
spending too much of the surplus this
year while relying on the imprecise art
of anticipating future revenue levels.

“What will it cost people two and
three years down the road?,” Mr.
Bromley wondered. On the other hand,
he noted that local taxpayers this year
will already begin paying an extra 2
cents per $100 of property valuation
to finance the new Open Space Trust
Fund.

The $17.156 million budget, which
will be formally introduced at the
council’s next regular meeting on
March 14, is higher than the 1999
spending plan by $364,787, with most
of the increase due to non-discretion-
ary budget items, such as additional
spending on state-mandated items as
well as higher retirement benefits.

Besides using more of the surplus,
Mayor Marks said he favored paying
for that increase by factoring in about
$200,000 in expected income from an
arbitration settlement regarding con-
struction of the senior citizens hous-
ing development on the south side of
town as well as $86,000 in Tropical
Storm Floyd reimbursements.

The public hearing on the budget
and tax proposals will be held on
April 11.
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William A. Burke for The Times
LOCAL HEROES…Fanwood Assistant Fire Chief Len Watt, Lieutenant Jason
Lowrey and firefighter Marc Gottlick were among the honorees last week when
Father John S. Nelligan Council No. 5730 of the Knights of Columbus of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood presented its annual Shield Awards to police, fire and
rescue squad personnel from the two towns. The three firefighters rescued
borough residents trapped by flood waters following Tropical Storm Floyd last
September. Pictured, left to right, are: Firefighter Gottlick, Fire Chief John
Piccola, Lieutenant Lowrey and Assistant Chief Watt.
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Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Friday, Feb. 25, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood Senior Citizens’
Valentines Party

Friday, Feb. 25, 9:00 P.M.
Sweethearts Night with
Soprano Sheila Lounsberry

Sunday, Feb. 27, 8:00 P.M.
Rebroadcast of the Feb. 10th
Council Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 29, 8:00 P.M.
Freeholders’ Forum

Tuesday, Feb. 29, 9:00 P.M.
Three Seasons in the Sun

Thursday, Mar. 2, 8:00 P.M.
Fanwood Senior Citizens’
Valentines Party

Thursday, Mar. 2, 9:00 P.M.
Sweethearts Night with
Soprano Sheila Lounsberry

mended that there be no dances for
fifth and sixth grade students under
the proposed reconfiguration, and
that “fun nights” focusing on games
and movies replace Friday’s Place
for the younger students.

Fanwood resident Jennifer
McGuire asked the administration to
back up “a wonderful program pro-
posal with budget dollars.”

In speaking of how schools would
help youngsters make the transition
from elementary to middle school,
Ms. Laffey and Mr. Leonard stressed
the importance of the guidance de-
partment. They praised the district’s
existing orientation program for in-
coming students and their parents.
They assured parents that older stu-
dents would be trained as mentors
for their younger schoolmates.

Despite the administration and
staff’s positive, can-do attitude, the
devil is definitely in the details (of
the proposal) for board members and
parents.

“Have we seen everything that
needs to be in place to make this
work?” asked board member Jean
McAllister.

There were questions about asbes-
tos removal and lead abatement at
Park.

Mr. DelSordi said, “Asbestos is
relegated to floor tiles at Park...which
we can cover with plywood before
flooring. I don’t feel that will be a
major impact on costs....Lead con-
tent needs to be examined.”

Parents were not satisfied that the
proposal can accommodate future
enrollment growth at Park Middle
School. They continued to question
how McGinn and Coles Elementary
Schools (the biggest schools in the
district) can manage without adding
more classroom space.

They continued to challenge the
propriety of placing “innocent” fifth
grade students in a middle school
environment.

A petition opposing the K-4, 5-8
proposal, allegedly signed by 250
residents, was presented to Mr.
DelSordi at the conclusion of the
question and answer period.

Captain Donald Domanoski of the
Fanwood force, who presented the
award, recalled how Officer Pate
pursued and restrained the individual
while displaying “professionalism
and disregard for his own safety.”

Fanwood Fire Chief John Piccola
presented awards to Assistant Fire
Chief Len Watt, Lieutenant Jason
Lowrey and firefighter Marc Gottlick
for having rescued three borough
residents trapped by rising flood
waters on Cecilia Place on Septem-
ber 16 in the wake of Tropical Storm
Floyd.

Also receiving a Shield Award was
Captain Jeffrey Downing, an 11-year-
member of the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad. Squad President John
Oatis said Mr. Downing had reached
a “unique plateau” last year by an-
swering his 1000th call as a member
of the squad.

Robert Gurske, Vice President and
Chaplain of the Scotch Plains Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, was among the
honorees as well. Squad Delegate
William McLaughlin described how
Mr. Gurske, a longtime local resi-
dent, had responded to 2,245 calls in
his 11 years with the unit.

Others selected to receive Shield
Awards this year were Officer Brian
Cheney of the Scotch Plains Police
Department, who last August pulled
a woman from an overturned vehicle
following an accident on Bonnie Burn
Road, and the entire Scotch Plains
Fire Department.
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Knights
Awards

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

WOODLAND AVENUE WELL HOUSE… The Westfield Planning Board gave its nod last Thursday to a
resolution granting local historic designation and preservation status to the well house at 200 Woodland
Avenue in Westfield. The resolution, okayed by the town’s Historic Preservation Commission in
December, must now get final approval from the Town Council. It is estimated that the well was built
between 1780 and 1790 and was used to supply water to the main house.

 Westfield Planning Board Apologizes
For New Karen Terrace Subdivision;
Vows to Bolster Preservation Laws

By INGRID McKINLEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A remorseful
Westfield Planning Board addressed
a crowded Council Chambers Febru-
ary 17 on the subject of a new subdi-
vision at 1065 East Broad Street,
which was approved by the board in
January.

Approval of the subdivision, which
has resulted in some public unrest,
particularly by a neighbor adjacent
to the property, was the impetus for
the February 17 special Planning
Board meeting, which actually was
called to review the current Westfield
historic preservation ordinances.

An 18th century single family
home currently stands on the East
Broad Street subdivision site and
there has been some concern that the
preservation of the home should have
been taken more into consideration
before approving the plan.

Under the approved plan, the 18th
century home will be moved and
relocated on the property to make
room for two new homes that will
face Karen Terrace, which is located
off of East Broad Street.

Opening the February 17 special
Planning Board meeting for public
comment on the subdivision was done
as a courtesy.

The meeting began with Planning
Board Chairman Martin Robins ad-
dressing the crowded chambers: “In
an unusual and unprecedented man-
ner, we are making a special provi-
sion tonight to open the floor to the
public regarding the memorialization
(of 1065 East Broad St.).”

He continued by saying that the
Planning Board, due to current laws,
had no choice but to approve the
subdivision. But Planning Board
members recognize the decision has
been controversial and wanted the
public to be given the opportunity to
speak on the record, he said.

“If it (the subdivision) may lead to
further legal action, so be it,” said
Mr. Robins.

The tone of the public response
was disbelief.

Residents argued that the Plan-
ning Board should have considered
the impact on the neighbor in terms
of historical preservation and main-
taining the existing neighborhood.

At the meeting, Karen Terrace resi-
dent Lori Zivny, a neighbor of the

subdivision and an outspoken oppo-
nent to the plan, and East Broad
Street resident Elizabeth and Warren
Hanscom were represented by an
attorney.

Michelle Gibson, of Greenbaum,
Rowe and Smith in Woodbridge, re-
viewed neighbors’ complaints, in-
cluding the dismantling of the ga-
rage on the site, the moving of the
18th century home to another loca-
tion on the site and the placement of
a driveway onto Union County Route
No. 509 (East Broad).

Ms. Gibson proposed to the Plan-
ning Board that the property be in-
tensively studied in regards to grad-
ing and storm water prior to granting
permits.

She also suggested that the devel-
oper take out a bond to guarantee the
historical house will be restored to
its current condition and not be torn
down if damaged in the move.

The attorney’s suggestions were
taken under advisement by the Plan-
ning Board.

Another complaint by some local
neighbors such as Ms. Zivny is that
they received no notice that the sub-
division plan was under consider-
ation by the Planning Board.

The applicant of a subdivision
seeking no variances is not legally
bound to notify adjacent neighbors
about plans.

The town, though, as a matter of
courtesy, has been notifing neigh-
bors. But because of illnesses in the
Town Engineer’s office and the De-
cember holidays, neighbors in this
particular case were not notified.

When the discussion was com-
pleted, Mr. Robins responded to the
group. “We are disappointed we had
so little power in this case. We should
have studied the case more, but could
not within the time frame allotted.
With the holidays, board members
being ill, we just couldn’t do it. We
were restricted by time, and needed
to abide by the law.”

Board Member, Anthony La Porta
agreed. “This was a difficult one to
approve. We would rather have not,
but had no other choice due to the
counsel of our attorney. As a board,
we try to do what is best for Westfield
and have to act according to the law.
Any other way would open us up to
legal ramifications.”

Board Vice Chairman Robert
Newell noted there was a dramatic
increase in subdivisions in the town.

“I love this town,” Mr. Newell
said. “I want to benefit the town to
help preserve the character, but our
hands are bound. Am I apologizing?
I am sorry to have granted this subdi-
vision, but I legally had to.”

At the end of the discussion, the
decision was memorialized and that
means the subdivision will proceed.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim ended
the discussion by inviting those in
attendance to stay and listen to the
discussion with the Historic Preser-
vation Commission.

“Do we care about the town?” he
said. “If you care about this problem
(subdivisions), you should stay while
we discuss the changes to the laws.
Attend the next Town Council meet-
ing and voice your concern to the
council.”

The meeting then proceeded to
discussions with Bonnie Danser,
Chairwoman of the Westfield His-
toric Commission (WHC).

Ms. Danser showed how the cur-
rent historic preservation ordinances
do not comply with the standards set
by the state of New Jersey.

“Spot zoning will not work, ad hoc
decision making will lead to law-
suits; therefore we need to create
effective preservation ordinances,”
she said.

Mary Krugman, former chair-
woman of the Montclair Historic
Preservation Commission appeared
at the meeting and spoke about the
challenges Montclair faced in the
mid-1990’s in the creation of the
historic sections of Montclair.

The town took about 15 years and
many public discussions in creating
a Historic Preservation Ordinance in
1994, which has since become a
model ordinance, with a strong com-
mission that can grant or deny cer-
tificate of appropriateness of devel-
opment.

The town of Montclair also has
created a so-called Certified Local
Government (CLG) through the Na-
tional Park Service. The CLG pro-
gram helps to create connections
between historic preservation and
land use planning.

She recommended the Planning
Board consider applying for CLG
status as it will give the town politi-
cal clout, financial benefits, a higher
standard of decision-making and
greater status in the preservation net-
work.

Mr. Robins felt the comments he
heard during the meeting are, “right
on target.” The Town Council needs
to establish a team to revise the cur-
rent ordinance with the WHC and the
Planning Board.”

Mr. Jardim hopes to “keep the
momentum going. I am relying on
the WHC to keep the momentum
going.”

Mr. Robins ended the discussion
of possible changes by noting he
believes public notice should be re-
quired on the consideration of all
minor subdivisions.

The meeting concluded with the
designation of the Well House, an
original 18th century well located on
the property of Charles and Patricia
Woodward at 200 Woodland Avenue
in Westfield.

The Well House is believed to
have been used in earlier times to
pump water 200 feet to the original
house on the property.

future,” said Mr. Ryan. “This may be
the answer to some of your (Mr.
Badala’s) specific concerns.”

It was unclear whether the former
Carriage House would have the ca-
pacity to accommodate the senior
group for regular meetings.

After the public comment portion
of the meeting, Patricia Plante sug-
gested Fanwood take advantage of
the available grant money to make “a
big enhancement” to Fanwood’s
parks “rather than little enhance-
ments” that she suggested  could be
funded through the regular budget
over time.

One big project that was consid-
ered was addressing the drainage
problems at La Grande or Forest
Road Park fields.

“The fields are the most used part
of the parks,” asserted Mr. Ewing.

Council President Joel Whitaker,
who also attended the meeting, noted
that something like refurbishment of
the park fields was a “demonstrated
need with a demonstrated benefit.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Rec.
Commission

Environmental Groups Question
SP Council on Ashbrook Fields Plan

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from three environmental
groups spoke to the Scotch Plains
Township Council Tuesday night
about the park and ball fields being
proposed for the Ashbrook Reser-
vation and expressed their concerns
about the impact of such a develop-
ment on the local ecosystem and
the potential for flooding in neigh-
boring communities.

Last fall, then-Scotch Plains
Mayor Geri M. Samuel announced
township plans to lease 22-25 acres
of land from Union County. The
land is located behind the Park
Place Diner.

William Fidurski, Commissioner
of the Clark Environmental Com-
mission, told the council during its
regular Tuesday meeting that his
group is “concerned” that develop-
ment of a park and “the flattening
of the topography will result in
additional runoff and a flood haz-
ard for Scotch Plains, Rahway and
Clark.”

In addition, he said the existence
of a park and ball fields would
mean children will be present at
dusk, putting them at risk of being
bitten by the vast mosquito popula-
tion and disturbing “the critical
nature of the habitat,” for example,
the ecosystem’s food chain.

He said the Clark Environmental
Commission would oppose any at-
tempts at mosquito control within
the swamp. If there were to be
scoreboards at any of the proposed
ball fields, Mr. Fidurski said they
should have three listings: “Home,
Visitors and West Nile Virus.”

“We really feel that the noise and
the traffic that could develop could
be a nuisance to the neighbors,” he
said, “especially at night, if the
fields are lighted.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin L.
Marks, noting that the Township
Council was set to approve funding
for initial environmental studies of
the proposed parkland, said if the
project’s contractor, Killam Asso-
ciates of Millburn, were, in the
course of its investigation, to find
“any fatal flaws” in the develop-
ment of the park, the entire project
would canceled.

“We want to make sure it won’t
have an overwhelming environmen-
tal impact on our neighbors,” he
said.

Dennis Miranda, urban parks
project manager with the New Jer-
sey Conservation Foundation, told
the Council he “always felt
Ashbrook would be protected (in
its present state) in perpetuity.”

He expressed his concern that an
era of “creeping development of
county lands” is dawning, and urged
the Township to “look within its
borders for open space,” such as
the former zoo property, instead of
“compromising the integrity of the
Ashbrook Swamp.”

And, Steven Barnes, with the New
York-New Jersey Baykeeper orga-
nization, asked the Council to pro-
vide his group with any results of
the environmental investigation.

Mayor Marks said it was impor-
tant “to strike a balance between
what contributes to the quality of
life for residents and the protection
of lands.”

In other matters, the Council ap-
proved an ordinance to realign and,
in some cases, add new bus stops
along some of the major streets in

Scotch Plains, including Plainfield
Avenue, Westfield Avenue, East
Second Street, Front Street, Moun-
tain Avenue, North and South Av-
enues, Raritan Road, and Route
No. 22. Many of these now-formal
stops have served for a time as
informal bus stops, but will now be
clearly marked as stops to be used
by New Jersey Transit buses.

The council also approved the
awarding of an animal control con-
tract for the remainder of this year
and for 2001 to Associated Hu-
mane Societies of Newark for an
annual fee of $37,500, about 50
percent more than the township
was paying its previous contractor,
Garden State Kennels of Long Hill
Township.

At the start of its meeting, the
council passed a resolution con-
gratulating Nathan Jones, a senior
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School on his academic accom-
plishments, which include a 3.9
grade point average and a 1380
score on his SAT, his achievements
as a member of the school’s foot-
ball team and his full six-year schol-
arship to Rutgers University’s phar-
macy curriculum.

For all
Scotch Plains,

Fanwood News:
www.goleader.com

CREATING SOME CHEER…Cub Scouts from Pack No. 4 of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood recently created festive posters depicting wintry scenes
which they then delivered to local nursing homes and hospitals for the
patients to enjoy. Pictured, left to right, are: fourth grade Webelos Scouts
Neil Pratt, Brian Many, Jay Barker and Robert Leeper.

Correction

Erratum
A story about The Town Bank

of Westfield in the February 17
edition of The Westfield Leader
and The Time of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood on page 20 stated in-
correctly that the bank opened in
1997, when it actually opened in
1998.

In a story that ran in the Febru-
ary 17 edition of The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, it was
incorrectly stated that the Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment two
years ago rejected an applica-
tion by the Filippatos family to
expand the restaurant and add
retail space at the site of the Park
Place Diner. The application ac-
tually was withdrawn by the
Filippatos family.

(908) 277-1547 • CECSummit@aol.com
31 Woodland Avenue • Summit

All CONCERTS ARE SUNDAYS AT 4 P.M.

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

FEBRUARY 27: MADJAZZ
The a Capella ensemble returns, performing madrigals, jazz, and
everything in between.

MARCH 19: DURUFL É REQUIEM
The Chorale, soloists, organ, and orchestra in Duruflé's moving and
powerful work

APRIL 16: MUSIC OF THE BAROQUE
Eugene Roan on harspichord and John Burkhalter on recorder make
their Calvary Chorale debut.

MAY 21: MUSIC OF JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH
The Chorale and orchestra conclude the season with a stirring concert in
honor of the 250th anniversary of the composer's death.
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Theresa A. Mitchell
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