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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Monday – Saturday 9:30 to 5:30

Exceptional Winter Sale
February 21 � 29

380 Springfield Ave • Summit
(908) 273-2320

25% off

(908) 272-4456
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✺  HEPA Vacuum Sanding System
✺  House & Desk Power Washing
✺  Free Estimates, Fully Insured
✺  Residential or Commercial
✺  Professional Color Design
✺  Deck Staining & Sealing
✺  25 Years of Experience
✺  Custom Detail Work
✺  Exteriors, Interiors
✺  General Carpentry
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Owner on Job � No Subs

speed@westfieldnj.com 908-654-4100 (24 hrs)
http://westfieldnj.com

• No More Dialing • Internet Using TV Cable
• No More Busy Signals • Instantaneous Connection
• No More Phone Lines • 3 E-Mail Addresses

Tom Kean and Assemblyman Joel Weingarten
Leading Endorsement Battle in Union County

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heading into the county Republi-
can conventions, candidates seeking
the GOP nomination for the Seventh
Congressional seat in the June 6 Pri-
mary election these days are busy
lining up endorsements. The district
includes 34 towns stretched across
four counties: Union, Middlesex,
Somerset and Essex.

The establishment candidate
among Union County Republican
contenders appears to be Tom Kean
Jr., who has lined up support from
former long-time District 7 Congress-
man Matthew Rinaldo; State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco and
Assemblyman Alan M. Augustine,
both of Scotch Plains, and Assem-
blyman Richard H. Bagger of
Westfield. All represent the 22nd
Legislative District.

In addition, Matthew McDermott,
the son of Union County Republican
Committee Chairman Frank X.
McDermott, is serving as Mr. Kean’s
Campaign Treasurer.

Kerry Koch, Kean Campaign Man-
ager, said the candidate has been
building his organization “from the
top to the bottom” as a means to
attract endorsements at the local level

which are now starting to filter in.
“You have to start at the grassroots

and that’s where we started,” she told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Heading into the three county con-
ventions (Essex County does not have
a convention), Ms. Koch said the
campaign expects to do well in
Somerset and Union Counties and to
split support with two other candi-
dates in Middlesex County.

Candidate Ken Gardner of
Woodbridge serves as Municipal
Chairman and is expected to gain a
lot of GOP support in the Middlesex
County convention. Ms. Koch said
she expects Mr. Kean to split the
convention vote with Michael
Ferguson and Mr. Gardner.

However, in Somerset, where
former state Senate President Ray
Bateman has endorsed Mr. Kean,
Ms. Koch said the Kean organization
is extremely strong. Candidate Pat
Walsh, Mayor of Green Brook, is
expected to drum up some support
among Somerset County delegates.

“So I think we are going to be very
tough to beat there,” she stated.

Assemblyman Joel Weingarten (R-
21st) of Millburn has received the
backing of Assemblyman Kevin

O’Toole of Verona (R-21st), who
represents five Union County com-
munities, and Westfield native turned
Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler.
Also backing his candidacy are
Mountainside Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti and the borough’s munici-
pal Republican Chairman and Bor-
ough Attorney, John Post.

The candidate is also backed by
GOP municipal chairmen in
Cranford, Garwood and Springfield.

A spokesman for Mr. Weingarten
said the candidate has lined up “more
endorsements in Union County than
everyone else combined.”

“We are winning the endorsement
war,” he added, noting that it was
important that individual municipal
leaders have backed Mr. Weingarten.

Mr. Ferguson, however, is concen-
trating his effort on winning the party
lines in Middlesex and Somerset
Counties, which hold their county
conventions on Tuesday and Wednes-
day March 21 and 29, respectively.

Daniel Quinonez, Mr. Ferguson’s
campaign spokesman, estimated that
the campaign’s effort will achieve
“more than half the vote to win (the
party line in the GOP Primary) in
Somerset (County).”

He said the Ferguson strategy is to

win these two counties and than take
that momentum into the Union
County Convention on Saturday,
April 1.

Among the seven GOP candidates,
three reside in Union County – Mr.
Kean, Patrick Morrisey and Eric
Urbano.

Mr. Morrisey said he has been
endorsed by seven members of Con-
gress behind his campaign, includ-
ing House of Representatives Com-
merce Committee Chairman Tho-
mas Bliley (R-Va.). Former Con-
gressman Bill Paxon (R-N.Y.) is also
a supporter along with New Jersey
Congressman Christopher Smith (R-
4th). The candidate had been Coun-
sel to the House Commerce Com-
mittee prior to moving to Westfield,
where he has rented an apartment.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CAMPAIGN STRATEGIZING...Political Director Daniel Patrick Ronayne,
left, and Seventh Congressional District candidate Patrick Morrisey review
campaign materials while working out of their campaign office on Elm Street
in Westfield. (See story below.)

Joel Farley Says Lenape Trail
Is Primary Home, Not Manhattan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Seventh Con-
gressional District seat has attracted
so much interest this year that many of

the candidates moved into the district
to seek the office.

One candidate, however, has drawn
questions from some in the political
arena who believe he is not living in
New Jersey.

A campaign spokesman indicated
that while Mr. Farley has multiple
residencies including Manhattan, his
primary address is in Westfield.

According to Union County Board
of Elections Administrator Patricia
Formato, Democratic Congressional
hopeful Joel Farley, 46, officially reg-
istered as a voter in the district on
September 29 of last year.

Mr. Farley has listed his primary
residence as 745 Lenape Trail in
Westfield.

According to the office of the
Westfield Tax Assessor, the Westfield
home is under the ownership of Eileen
Farley, the candidate’s mother. The
home has been in the Farley family for
45 years.

A worker in the New York City
Board of Elections indicated that Mr.
Farley’s name has been deleted from
the list of registered voters in Manhat-
tan. The candidate, however, still main-
tains a phone number and residence in
the city.

“His (Mr. Farley’s) residence is 745
Lenape Trail. That’s where he hangs his
hat,” Ron Connor, Mr. Farley’s spokes-
man told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

He said the candidate also main-
tains residences in Manhattan, Boston
and California. A member of the bar
associations in California, New York
and Massachusetts, he uses these resi-
dences when on the road on business.

Locally, Mr. Farley is an active mem-

ber of the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield, where he has been a mem-
ber since 1997, and the First United
Methodist of Westfield for which he
has traveled to New England and Eu-
rope as a member of the church’s choir.

Mr. Farley, who launched his cam-
paign a few weeks ago, was born in
Summit and raised in Westfield. He
told the Westfield Leader and The
Times that he did not formerly re-
gain residency in town until a year
ago. Much of his time from the mid-
1980s on was spent in Massachu-
setts, where he served as a special
district attorney and criminal pros-
ecutor, and Manhattan where he
maintains a private law practice.

Prior to moving out of town he had
been active in town, including serving
as a Democratic Committeeman when
he was just 18.

While Mr. Farley may have not spent
much time in Westfield up until a few
years ago, Democratic candidate
Michael LaPolla, who serves as Union
County Manager, has only lived in the
district a year and a half. He is, how-
ever, a life-long Union County resi-
dent. Maryanne S. Connelly has re-
sided in Fanwood for 20 years where
she was mayor the past four years and
a long-time councilwoman before that.

Jeff Golkin, a Committeeman in
Warren, and J. Brooke Hern of New
Providence, are also seeking the Demo-
cratic Party nomination for the Con-
gressional seat. The seat has been in
Republican hands since the late 1960s.

Republican candidates Tom Kean,
Jr. and Patrick Morrisey, both of
Westfield, and Mike Ferguson of War-
ren all moved into the district in the
last few months.

Patrick Morrisey Opens Westfield Campaign Office
For Open Seventh District Congressional Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Twelve candidates
seek the Seventh Congressional seat.
Three reside in Westfield. Only one
has an office in town: Patrick Morrisey.

Although he has to hold a formal
grand opening, Mr. Morrisey has offi-
cially moved into space above
Periwinkles’s on Elm Street.

Growing up in Edison, the candi-
date said he knows the town and “felt
very comfortable here.”

“It’s a wonderful, safe, clean town
and it’s the type of town eventually,
when you get married and have chil-
dren, that you’d like to bring your
kids up in school here,” he said during
an interview in The Westfield Leader
and Times of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood offices last Friday.

He moved into an apartment in town
late last year after moving here from
the Washington D.C. area where he
had worked as Counsel to the House
of Representatives Commerce Com-
mittee for the past several years.

Mr. Morrisey said he has begun his
telemarketing as well as a door-to-door
campaign among registered Republi-
cans in town. He has vowed to win
Westfield in the Primary. There are 34
towns in the district which spans four
counties including Union County.

“Westfield is an important priority
for me. Obviously I live here,” he said.
“The response (among residents) has
been very positive,” he said.

Mr. Morrisey’s chief Republican

competition in town is Tom Kean Jr.,
the son of former popular New Jersey
Thomas H. Kean. Mr. Kean moved to
town in December when he and his
wife bought a house on Harrison Av-
enue.

“Tom is a gentleman and he has the
right civic virtue and is a heck of a nice
guy. I just think perhaps he might
need to start at a different post, a
different level of government in order
to obtain the seasoning needed to be
an effective representative,” Mr.
Morrisey stated.

Mr. Morrisey admitted that he will
“never be the establishment candi-
date” in New Jersey. “And that’s be-
cause I’m always going to give folks
straight talk (on issues and on any
question posed to him).”

Mr. Morrisey cited his experience
in drafting legislation for the Com-
merce Committee and negotiating bills
with the White House staff and House
and Senate leadership.

“My campaign is not going to be
about appealing to the establishment.
My campaign will be about appealing
to real people who are out working to
make ends meet,” he explained.

He is focusing more on appealing
to “rank and file Republicans” than to
party leaders in an effort to win the
Tuesday, June 6 Primary Election. The
candidate is not looking at winning
the county lines.

With over $100,000 in campaign
contributions, Mr. Morrisey vowed
he does, indeed, have enough money

to win the Primary.
“But this isn’t a race to see who can

have cash on hand. This is about who
can actually articulate a message that
appeals to voters of the Seventh Dis-
trict,” Mr. Morrisey emphasized.

The candidate anticipates a Primary
turnout of 50 percent of the 66,000
registered Republicans in the district.
The candidate said he believes 13,000
votes are needed to win the nomination
to be the top vote-getter among the
field of seven Republican candidates.

The candidate’s campaign has fo-
cused on health care and Medicare
reform, reducing taxes and spending
at the federal level.

He said he wants to c  clean up the
federal regulations that includes
110,000 pages of laws and regula-
tions that govern the Medicare pro-
gram. By comparison, the Internal
Revenue Service is governed by
17,000 pages.

Mr. Morrisey intends to show vot-
ers the complex forms that senior citi-
zens must fill out to be eligible for
federal programs.

The candidate supports a drug pre-
scription program for seniors but only
as part of comprehensive Medicare
reform. The program was drafted in
the 1960s. He said one-third of se-
niors do not have access to a prescrip-
tion drug plan.

Mr. Morrisey said the plan is needed
to reduce hospital stays while also
enhancing seniors quality of life.

He also wants to “fine tune” the

Welfare reform program that was in-
stituted a few years ago.

He also wants to reduce the number
of uninsured persons, some 44 mil-
lion Americans, which he said in the
end will reduce the cost of health care
since people will be going for regular
checkups.

Mr. Morrisey favors expanding the
individual tax deductibility for health
care insurance.

He said this action would cause
people to shop around for the best
health care insurance, thus increasing
competition among health care pro-
viders.

Other health care reform options
are health marts and association health
plans.

A health marts are sort of a “big
supermarket” whereby an individual
have the opportunity to choice be-
tween a menu of health care options
including a primary care physician,
specialists, nurse practitioners and
ambulatory surgery centers.

Mr. Morrisey said a health mart
would not be bogged down by regula-
tion as exists today which, he said,
would allow for discounts on health
care services thus making insurance
more affordable.


