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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

On The Beat

The Beach
Paradise Lost...Again

1 & 1/2 popcorns

It is an adolescent fantasy gone
awry. Not good, but not quite as bad
as you’d expect. Leonardo DiCaprio,
primarily in swimsuit, woos and is
wooed by the fairer sex whilst search-
ing for the meaning of life.

The post-Titanic Mr. DiCaprio is
as precious to Hollywood inter-
ests as fire was to the cave man.
The magazines have elevated him
to glossy sainthood.

The Beach is the kind of movie
that gets made after the media
drops its latest produit celebre in
the grinder. One can only sit back
and wait for the parade to pass.

Until then, we have The Beach
and its ilk to deal with. And oddly,
when placed in such historical
perspective, the random banali-
ties of this curiosity piece seem
somehow easier to take. Certainly
the pretentious babble about
mankind’s inability to reside in an
earthly Eden (don’t worry, Adam
and Eve’s names have been
changed to protect the originally
guilty) once again proves that
rather poor films can still be
watchable. Well, almost.

Borrowing snippets and bits of
ideas from a broad spectrum of
pop philosophy as well as several
real movies, The Beach is a fea-
ture-length buzz word. And as
Richard, the EveryGeneration X-er
on a date with destiny, DiCaprio is
to be commended for surviving
the most trite dialogue you’re apt
to hear at the cinema this year.

However, we are tempted not to
forgive him when, as narrator, he
opines: “Desire is desire. Bleach
won’t wipe it out. Waves won’t
wash it away.”

Nonetheless, Richard, traveling
with recent French acquaintances
Francoise (Virginie Ledoyen) and
Etienne (Guillaume Canet), the
other two sides of a love triangle
just waiting to happen, does find
his supposed paradise off the coast
of Thailand. And while the whole
set-up is actually a Yuppie varia-
tion on “Lord Of The Flies,” the
island social structure and the in-
ternational assortment of baccha-
nals residing therein are not com-
pletely uninteresting.

Tilda Swinton as Sal, the ac-
knowledged leader of the beach
community, gives the impression
that since she couldn’t be a mon-
arch back in Merry Olde England,
she has settled for being the queen
bee here. Ooh, but watch out. She
has an eye for Richard. And her
boyfriend, Bugs (Lars Arentz-
Hansen), sure has a rotten temper.

Paradise consists of unlimited fields
of marijuana, pristine lagoons for
fishing and a commune-like sex ori-
entation that makes the 60s look like
the Gilded Age. But the honeymoon
is brief. Earlier in the odyssey, direc-
tor Danny Boyle (Trainspotting) tips
his hand. Like a criminal returning to
the scene of the crime, the helmer
can’t seem to resist a bit of sopho-
moric foreshadowing.

First, Richard stops in at a the-
ater showing Apocalypse Now. And
just a bit later, a lunatic appropri-
ately named Daffy (Robert Carlyle)
turns him on to the island, telling
of its pleasures as well as its mys-
tically inescapable, and equally
unexplainable, downside.

All the while, this Scottish
Cassandra is doing the unabridged,
Willem Dafoe crazy man bit. You
know: “I’ve been there, man...I’ve
experienced things no man should
see, man.” And then he gives Rich-
ard the secret map anyway. Some
pal. Fast forward and past mis-
judgments come to visit Richard.
Fool.....back in Thailand Mr. Nice
Guy showed some surfers the map.
That’s against Paradise by-laws,
you know.

Matters inevitably go bad, and
the film becomes irreparably
haunted with Neo-Vietcong char-
acters and Conradian auras of
doom. It is at this point when you
figure the movie can’t get any
more inane.

You’re right. Instead it just turns
completely absurd. Richard starts
play acting at being a guerrilla-
ascetic, mischievously sneaking into
the tents of the militaristic mari-
juana farmers who occupy the other
half of the island; the video game
graphics that illustrate his Vietnam
War fantasy are rather nifty.

Pity, it’s the film’s only bit of
creativity. And odds are, unless
you’re a diehard Leo fan you’ll be
wanting to close your umbrellas
and leave The Beach long before
that one wave of artistry washes
ashore.

*  *  *  *  *
The Beach, rated R, is a Twen-

tieth Century Fox release directed
by Danny Boyle and stars Leonardo
DiCaprio, Tilda Swinton and
Virginie Ledoyen. Running time:
119 minutes.
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U2�s Rattle and Hum Remaster Offers
Poignant and Powerful Moments
By ANDY GOLDENBERG

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Let’s talk DVD’s. From The Crite-
rion Collection comes the hilari-
ous Monty Python’s Life of Brian
complete with some tasty extras to
further wet the DVD lover’s appe-
tite.

Included in this gorgeous
widescreen digital transfer are the
original theatrical trailer, two ex-
clusive audio commentaries by
Python members Terry Gilliam,
Eric Idle, Director Terry Jones, John
Cleese and Michael Palin. British
radio ads and a documentary film,
The Pythons, shot on location dur-
ing the making of the film are also
included.

This kind of quality as well as
these extra features should be the
benchmark to which all DVD
movie companies should strive.

From Sony Music Entertainment
come two very opposite yet thrill-
ing DVD’s. James Taylor Live At
The Beacon Theatre captures the
sensitive singer-songwriter in a
live setting in New York and is
beautifully shot. The color, cam-
era angles and sound quality are
spectacular and Taylor is in fine
voice.

Moving from the concert stage
to the studio for Pearl Jam’s Single
Video Theory, we find the boys
from Seattle recording their intro-
spective Yield album as well as
waxing poetic about numerous
subjects including writing, play-
ing, recording and each other.

This is a very interesting docu-
mentary as well as an educational
one for aspiring musicians. The
film was shot in black and white,
which adds to the documentary
vibe.

I will be reviewing more Sony
Music Entertainment DVD’s in the
future so keep watching this col-
umn.

Paramount Pictures brings us
the suspenseful thriller, The
General’s Daughter starring John
Travolta. Also from Paramount
comes the touching comedy The
Wood with Taye Diggs and Rich-
ard T. Jones. This rites of passage
film provides a keen insight into
the importance of friendship.

Finally from Paramount comes
the inspiring U2 film, Rattle & Hum.
Filmed mostly in black and white,
R&H takes a look at the Dublin-
based super-group on tour across
America in 1987. Besides the awe-
some music are some poignant
moments when the band journeys
into Harlem to sing with a gospel
choir as well as the band’s visit to
Graceland which tends to lend
some perspective on the hazards
of stardom. Throw in a duet with
B.B. King and a breath-taking pic-
ture and this DVD is a hands-
down winner.

They clearly went back to the
original print when they digitized
this film and it shows. There are no
“artifacts” or screen blemishes that
mar the film as it progresses. Some
films, particularly older ones, are
harder to digitize and great care
must be taken to find the original
print when re-mastering the print
into the digital realm.

MGM sent a bunch of their great
new DVD titles as well as a few
older ones. Three fantastic thrill-
ers, Scorpio starring Burt Lancaster
as a CIA operative, is a Cold War
spy film, The Eye of the Needle,
starring Donald Sutherland, is a
World War II spy thriller and the
Thomas Crown Affair, starring
Pierce Brosnan and Renee Russo,

is a re-make of the 1968 thriller.
MGM also just released the 1970

World War II escape drama, The
Mckenzie Break, starring Brian
Keith, which may be my favorite
of the bunch.

If that is not enough to wet your
whistle, be sure to check out
MGM’s DVD versions of Annie
Hall, by Woody Allen and perhaps
his best film, Martin Scorcese’s
Raging Bull and the charming Tea
with Mussolini, starring the ubiq-
uitous Cher, Judi Dench and Lily
Tomlin.

Lastly, Palm Pictures has re-
leased the sometimes controver-
sial yet always amusing Sandra
Bernhard in her one woman
show, I’m Still Here…Damn It!
Witness Ms. Bernhard’s witty
takes on Paula Jones, Courtney
Love and Fleetwood Mac among
others. All in all a terrific set of
DVD’s.

Some blasts from the past
graced my CD player this past
week, courtesy of Columbia
Legacy Records. From their rich
Jazz archives come re-mastered
versions of pianist Keith Jarrett’s
1972 classic, Expectations as well
as one of the greatest Jazz Fusion
albums ever recorded, Return To
Forever’s 1976 release, Roman-
tic Warrior.

While Expectations has more of
an avante-garde Jazz, introspec-
tive vibe, Romantic Warrior bril-
liantly melds Jazz Fusion with
progressive rock virtuosity. War-
rior features the legendary Chick
Corea on keyboards as well as Al
Dimeola on guitar, Lenny White
on drums and the incomparable
Stanley Clarke on bass. The sound
quality is sparkling on this re-
master and the playing is aston-
ishing.

If I were going to pick one Jazz
album from the 70’s, this would be
the one to hear first.

Also from Columbia Legacy
comes four more sonically-en-
hanced gems from The Byrds,
Farther Along, Byrdmaniax, Un-
titled/Unissued and a new archival
release, Live At The Fillmore, Feb-
ruary 1969. Farther Along is a
greatly under-appreciated country
rock gem. Byrdmaniax lacks the
same cohesion and seems a bit
rushed but is salvaged by some
terrific bonus tracks at the end.
Untitled features a second disc of
totally unreleased material includ-
ing the epic, “Lover of the Bayou”
as well as the then-unreleased Bob
Dylan gem, “You Ain’t Goin’ No-
where.”

Lastly, the Live at the Fillmore
CD presents a complete Byrds
concert experience from 1969 and
is quite simply an essential record-
ing to own. The band churns out
a great mix of rock and country
classics. These albums are worthy
additions to any rock fan’s collec-
tion.

Last, and finally not least,
Aimee Mann of ‘Til Tuesday
fame (circa early 80s) made a
comeback of her own with
Magnolia’s “Save Me.” Her voice
is haunting like McLachlan’s
but it fits the movie’s blatant
stand-out strangeness like a
glove. (P.S.—What did all those
slimy amphibians dropping
from the sky have to do with
anything?) I have a distinct feel-
ing that Mann will charm Oscar
enough to receive the award
on March 26. The soundtrack
has flown off the shelves and
into the CD players of several
homes. Rightfully so. I’m ad-
dicted to the CD.

Chances are, Oscar will be
too.

YOU’RE LOOKIN’ SWELL DOLLY!…Hello Dolly! is the next
production on tap at Oak Knoll School of the Holy Child in
Summit. The production will be presented on Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday, March 2, 3, and 4, at 7:30 p.m. in the Mother
Mary Campion Center for the Performing Arts, 44 Blackburn
Road, Summit. Tickets are $8 and are available by calling (908)
522-8146. Seating is limited. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row, Elena Goetz, Alicia Mazzucca and Laura Mazzucca of
Scotch Plains; back row, Stephanie DeVos of Mountainside,
Amanda Kokie, John Carrell and Ryan Carrell.

Sweet Charity Scheduled
At Kent Place in Summit

SUMMIT – The classic Broad-
way musical comedy, Sweet Char-
ity, will be offered by Kent Place
School on Friday, February 25,
and Saturday, February 26, at 8
p.m.

The cast of 35 members has
been acting, singing and danc-
ing since the first week of Janu-
ary.

The production will be per-
formed in the Hyde and Watson

Theater at 42 Norwood Avenue
in Summit. Early ticket purchase
is advised.

For tickets, please call (908)
273-0900.

to endure a ballad-heavy revue on
a legitimate stage that clearly be-
longs in a casual atmosphere. What
I saw seemed more like several
people gathering to try out their
audition material.

Not to say that the ensemble was
not talented, but there was not a
strong enough through-line to sus-
tain the piece.

Singers came onstage in the dark-
ness and stood nervously waiting
for the lights to come up. At other
times, the lights did indeed come
up and no one was there. There
was a lot of talking backstage that
the audience could hear, and at
one point an actress came onstage
with an angry look on her face and
scowled as she waited for the mu-
sic to start.

In some songs, there were musi-
cal breaks that were filled in with
dancing, and at other times, sing-
ers were left alone onstage doing
nothing, looking a bit lost as they
waited for the next verse to begin.

The bowing at the end of each
number was not necessary, as there
was a very nice company bow at
the end of the performance. This is
why I say a revue such as this
belongs in a true cabaret environ-
ment, where singers can get up at
their leisure and sing some of these
heartfelt songs.

In lieu of this, perhaps the show
would have worked better if there
hadn’t been so many blackouts
between numbers. A possible rem-
edy would be for the singers to
remain onstage at all times — giv-
ing the show a Greek Chorus am-
biance — so that there wouldn’t be
so much dead air between songs.

Perhaps the show was just un-
der-rehearsed, and, with a few more
days of work, the timing could
have become a bit smoother. This
production had the feel of a singer’s
workshop, a master class in musi-
cal theater training that culminates
with an invited performance.

Original songs by Ms. Fontana
included “I Love You,” “All the Men
I Did Not Marry,” “You’re In My
Life,” “Gee Wizzable,” “Lady on
The Hill,” “The Leaves Fell,” “Re-
member Your Mother,” “Wondrous
Love,” and “Love.”

Some of the old standards and
favorites featured during the pro-
duction included: “Day in Day Out,”
“Unforgettable,” “Cry Me a River,”
“Losing My Mind,” “It’s All Right
With Me,” “My Funny Valentine,” “I
Won’t Dance” and “Summertime,”
as well as “You Go to My Head.”

Cast members included Ron
Capik, Stephen Christen, Marie
Comerford, Rhonda McBee, Sonia
Owchariw, Bonnie White, and
Ramona Whittle.

Ms. Fontana played the piano
and sythesizer, while Adrienne
Synnott played bass.

I would like to see more Func-
tion Ten, Inc. works in the future.
With the correct environment,
hopefully these writers and singers
can be showcased properly.

Function Ten
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State
       of the Art

Music
The Crossroads in

Garwood will welcome Cup
of Joe on February 24, Krizan
Brothers on February 25, Funky
Black Widows on February 26,
and Juggling Suns on March 1.
For more information, please
call (908) 232-5666.

The New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center in Newark
(NJPAC) will offer a concert
with the San Francisco Sym-
phony on February 25 at 8 p.m.
in Prudential Hall. For more
information, please call 1-888-
GO-NJPAC.

Theatre
Cranford Dramatic The-

atre will wrap up its produc-
tion of Mame on February 25
and 26. Both performances will
be held at 8 p.m. in the theater
at 78 Winans Avenue  in
Cranford. All tickets are $15
each. For ticket information,
please call (908) 276-7611.

The Union County Arts
Center in Rahway will con-
tinue its 1999-2000 Classic Film
Series with a presentation of
Gigi on Wednesday, March 15,
at 1 and 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (732) 499-
8226 or visit www.ucac.org.

Art
Westfield Art Associa-

tion will host a demonstra-
tion on contemporary figure
painting on Sunday, March
19, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Room,
425 East Broad Street ,
Westfield. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-
7058 or (908) 232-3381.

Mixed Bag
Reeves-Reed Arboretum

in Summit will offer a dem-
onstration on maple sugaring
on February 26. The facility is
located at 165 Hobart Avenue.

On March 1, Reeves-Reed
will offer a floral designing
lecture and demonstration.

For more information,
please call (908) 273-8787 or
visit www.reeves-
reedarboretum.org.

Comedy
The State Theatre in New

Brunswick will welcome Bill
Cosby, comedian and actor-
extraordinaire, to its stage on
February 26. For more informa-
tion, please call (732) 246-7469
or visit www.statetheatre.com.

Literature
The Town Book Store in

Westfield will host a book
signing with “Boardwalkers”
author Fred Schofield  on Feb-
ruary 26 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
From 2 to 4 p.m. on the same
day, Dr. Bruce Schneider, au-
thor of “Relax! You’re Already
Perfect” will be on hand. For
more information, please call
(908) 233-3535.

funding from the state, county
and federal governments have
been discussed for the space.

“We’ve stepped beyond feasi-
bility. Now, we have to ask our-
selves, ‘does it make sense?’” said
Ms. Walsh.

“It is a central location with our
central business district and we

Another portion of the auditorium space at the Administration Building

are running out of space for our
cultural arts and community or-
ganizations. The Municipal Build-
ing space is overbooked,” Mayor
Jardim stated, pointing to the
need for such a facility.

Although the project has been
placed on the back burner, Ms.
Walsh concluded, “Out of sight does
not mean that it is out of mind.”

Please send all
A&E Releases to:

michelle@goleader.com

County Web Page Supplies
Cultural Connections Listing

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders
has organized its Union County
Calendar of Events, “Cultural
Connections” on the county’s
Web site,
www.unioncountynj.org.

The calendar represents a
broad range of arts, musical,
educational and historical ac-
tivities offered throughout the
area. Concerts, lectures,
children’s programs and the-
ater and dance activities are

also highlighted.
To access the Union County

Web site, type
www.unioncountynj.org and
click on County Manager, then
Economic Development, and
finally, Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

For more information, please
call (908) 558-2550, e-mail
scoen@unioncountynj.org or con-
tact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth.


