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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good things are on the horizon!
The youthful Westfield High School
wrestling team got some fine perfor-
mances from several of its young
members and split a Tri-Meet in
Roselle on February 16, falling first
to Edison, 42-28, then rebounding to
overpower Roselle Catholic, 52-18.
Freshman Dan MacDonald and
sophomores Dan Caprario and Chris
Gismondi showed marked improve-
ment and won both of their bouts in
convincing fashion.

MacDonald’s 12-7 victory over
Edison Eagle Anthony Brusca at 135
ignited a string of six Blue Devil
victories. Becoming more proficient
with a low single-leg takedown,
MacDonald dropped Brusca to the
mat four times and added two rever-
sals for the victory. Then against the
Lions, MacDonald ignited another
string of six victories with his im-
pressive, 15-6, majority decision over
Pat Sullivan. This time, MacDonald
used five single-legs and a lateral
drop to take Sullivan to the mat.

MacDonald, who was quite suc-
cessful with his takedowns, ex-
plained, “Our coaches and our cap-
tains have been pushing all the fresh-
men to work harder in practice, espe-
cially since it’s near the end of the
season. And, it’s helped. I like the
low single (takedown).”

“He really has been concentrating
on his offense in practice,” said Blue

Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “He is
starting to see that if you shoot you
will take people down. He is having
some success with his offense.”

Caprario at 140, back in the lineup
after an injury, grounded Eagle Chris
Loux in 2:29 then demolished Lion

Dennis Artz with a cradle in just :48.
Gismondi at 152 was unrelenting
with his pursuit of a cradle when he
seized a 12-0, majority decision over
Eagle Anthony Scaletti. Unable to
clamp his cradle, Gismondi recorded
two takedowns, an escape and a pen-

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
TRYING TO CONTROL A WICKED EAGLE…Blue Devil John Leonardis
lifts Eagle Ryan Rendina off the mat in his 119-lb. bout. Rendina, a fine wrestler,
had a rocky third period but held on to win, 10-6.

WESTFIELD BOYS WIN NORTH SECTIONAL TITLE

Devils Head For Showdown
With BridgeH2O Swim Boys

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Was Westfield’s season-opening
88-82 victory over Bridgewater-
Raritan a fluke? Or is B-R’s season-
long higher ranking by one N. J.
swimming poll legitimate? The an-
swer could come tonight (7:30, at the
College of New Jersey in Ewing),
when the Westfield boys swim team
takes on the powerful Panthers in the
NJSIAA Boys A Division semifinal.

The Blue Devils’ early-December
victory was aided by the disqualifi-
cation of B-R’s winning medley re-
lay for an early start. And the Pan-
thers were also without Matt Silver,
one of their better swimmers. But
WHS was minus seniors Scott
Kautzmann and Turner Yevich.
Bridgewater, which also lost to St.
Joseph (Metuchen) by 18 points
(WHS was an 86-84 loser to the
Falcons), won seven of the eight
individual races in that first meeting,
but also took most of the (non-scor-
ing) sixth places.

Chris Hider (the outstanding swim-
mer at this year’s Pirate Invitational),
Steve Chiou, Glenn Sudol and Tom
Roglieri are a potent foursome for
coach Steve Beatty’s club, which
advanced to the semifinal with a
victory over a solid West Windsor-
Plainsboro team in the Central Jer-
sey sectional final.

Westfield tuned up for tonight’s
showdown by posting a 105-65 vic-
tory over arch-rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Monday in the North Jer-
sey sectional championship in
Bayonne. Last Thursday, the Blue
Devils (12-2) had eliminated
Randolph 108-62.

Coach Martha Heinzelman’s club
had a number of amazing swims in
the win over SP-F. Senior Paul
Kolterjahn swept the distance
freestyles, upsetting two-time Union
County 200-yard freestyle champion
Charlie Rowe to win in 1:53.10, then
earning a spot in the Individual State
Championships (and the No. 15 spot
on the WHS All-Time Top 15 List)
with a 5:00.90 in the 500 free.

Other superior swims were by Rob
Freundlich (2:10.55) and Chris
Driscoll (2:13.41) in the 200 IM,
John Chiesa with a winning 58.82 in
the 100 fly, Devin Power’s 5:25.07 in
the 500, Driscoll’s 1:02.43 in the 100
back and Andrew Ruotolo’s 1:11.37

in the 100 breast. Freshman Zach
Coppa also split a 22.5 on his 50
freestyle leg of the medley relay.

Scotch Plains (10-2) won five races,
including senior Chris Swenson’s
school-record 1:03.13 in the 100
breaststroke. Classmate Steve
Berkowitz took the 200 IM (2:04.61)
and 100 back (58.88), while junior
Chris Smith avenged a narrow loss to
Kautzmann in the 50 free with an
even narrower (52.41 to 52.44) win
in the 100 free. Freundlich (2:00.34
200 free), Kautzmann (2:11.53 200
IM), Kolterjahn (5:08.64 500 free)
and Colby Fagin (1:09.62 100 breast)
were individual winners for WHS ‘DENICH’,  NATALE, GRABEL GRAB PINS; ROMEO WINS

Raiders Stumble in Sections;
Nutley Matmen Win, 40-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four close and crucial bouts, three
in the lower weight classes, went in
favor of Nutley as the Essex County
team defeated the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2 Group 3 Tournament in
Rahway on February 15. The lower
weight class losses created an 18-
point swing in team score toward
Nutley, forcing the Raiders to further
juggle their weight classes.

Sophomore Matt DeNichilo did,
however, get the Raiders rolling by
pinning Nutley’s Mark Samet at 103
in 1:40, using an arm hook, half-
nelson combination. But the real test
was to come in the next four bouts.

Raider Dave Loewinger got the
jump on Mike Bonora at 112, using a
smooth duck-under takedown, but
later yielded two reversals, a takedown
and a two-point nearfall to eventually
lose, 8-5. At 119, however, Pat Romeo
saved two team points when he re-
sisted being pinned by Nutley standout
Anthony Montes.

“He has been going out there
against some quality kids and his job
is not to give up the big points,” said
Raider Head Coach Mike Artigliere
of Pat Romeo. “Montes will prob-
ably be a state qualifier this year. Pat
does the job. He’s got more heart
than anybody I’ve ever met.”

Mike Loewinger at 125 just could
not get around on John Castronova
and gave up two takedowns to drop a
4-1 decision. But even more disap-
pointing to the Raiders was Lucas
Francavilla’s, 4-2, loss to Steve
Bonora at 130, which put Nutley
ahead 13-6. Francavilla took a 2-0
lead with a backdoor takedown in the
first period and held the lead until
late in the third when Bonaro scored
a reversal and was awarded a two-
point nearfall on what appeared to be
a quick roll through.

A. J. Romeo, who has been wres-
tling superbly, continued his streak
and seized a 12-3, majority decision
over Justin Bakal at 135. Romeo
flawlessly recorded four fireman’s
takedowns and backed them up with
two nearfalls while allowing just three

escapes and never stopped keeping
up the pressure.

“Coach told me to step it up and
get more physical,” said Romeo. “So,
I got more physical. I’m getting more
confident with my fireman’s
takedown. My coach has been help-
ing me with it.”

“A. J. was outstanding. He goes
move to move. He never stopped
working out there,” commented
Artigliere.

Back in the lineup for the second
time since being sidelined due to ap-
pendicitis, Mike Natale got into the
groove and stacked 145-lb. Rafael
Fabiano in 3:41 to tie the team score,
16-16. Natale hit a fireman’s takedown
then followed with two, three-point
nearfalls, using a double-arm bar, to
grab an 8-0 first-period lead. Then
finally in the second period, still keep-
ing up the attack, Natale stacked

Fabiano on his shoulders.
“A. J.’s been helping me with my

fireman’s,” pointed out Natale, who
also performed a smooth fireman’s
takedown. “I’m in pretty good shape.
I wrestled against Chatham and felt
pretty good. But I know that I have to
drill a lot harder for districts.”

“Natale came out kicking tonight,”
commented Artigliere.

Nutley recorded a fall at 152 and a
forfeit at 160 to take a 28-16 lead,
then Mike Grabel, wrestling up two
classes at 171, wore down strongman
Chris Helm in 4:42, using a yank-
and-crank, wrist and half-nelson pin-
ning combination.

“I weighed in at 160,” said Grabel.
“He had a lot of power and he got a
takedown on me which I gave up on
because I didn’t want to do anything
stupid. Once I got on top, I ran the
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STACKING UP A NUTLEY RAIDER…SPF Raider Mike Natale at 145 stacks
Nutley Raider Rafael Fabiano on his back. Natale pinned Fabiano in 3:41.
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SHOULD I EASE HIM OVER SOME MORE?…Raider A. J. Romeo looks over
to his coaches for instructions as he rolls 135-lb. Justin Bakal of Nutley toward
his back. Romeo won, 12-3.
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DANNY ‘MAC’, DAN CAPRARIO AND CHRIS GISMONDI WIN BOTH BOUTS

Blue Devils Get Snared by Eagles, 42-28;
Then Tame RC Lion Matmen, 52-18

alty point to tame Lion Mike
Demcovitz, 6-1.

“Caprario was banged up for a
little while. He’s got so much abil-
ity,” pointed out Kurz. “Just watch-
ing him drill in practice, he really
looks smooth now. He’s a sopho-
more. He still makes some mistakes,
but he is going to do some good
things in the future.”

Blue Devil Justin Reyes, who won
by forfeit against the Eagles, won the
longevity bout award when he es-
caped with less than a second re-
maining to win a 3-2, overtime crite-
ria decision over Lion Brandon
Loadholt at 160.

Blue Devil Kyle Swingle at 145
won by forfeit against the Eagles then
flattened Lion Dan Gonclaves in 4:42
with a half nelson and a body press.
Sophomore John Leonardis at 119,
who received a forfeit against the
Lions, showed plenty of moxie in his
10-6 loss to high-flying Eagle Ryan
Rendina. After trailing 9-0, Leonardis
went to work with the help of his
double-grapevine maneuvers and reg-
istered two takedowns and a nearfall
in the third period to send notice that
he could roll with the big ones.

“Our young guys are coming along.
Rendina’s tough. John (Leonardis)
did a nice job with him,” said Kurz.
“He gave up a few back points but
John took it to him in the third pe-
riod. You never want someone to lose
a match but, heading into the dis-
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GIRLS BEAT KNOLLS, WALL-TECH FOR SECTION TITLE

Section Champion Devils Will
Face Swimming Pirate Girls

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The last time the Westfield girls
swim team was in the same pool with
West Windsor-Plainsboro — January
15 — they produced the most intense,
nerve-wracking finish in the 21-year
history of the Pirate Girls Invitational
in WW-P’s famed Bubble.

WHS won that day when senior
Jesse Coxson edged WW-P senior
Cara Drum in the final yards of the
final event — the 400-yard freestyle
relay — to give the Blue Devils a
narrow eight-point win in the highly
competitive four-state meet.

Tonight (6, at the College of New
Jersey in Ewing) the two teams will
go at it again in the NJSIAA Girls A
Division semifinal. Westfield ad-
vanced with a 121-49 victory over
Wall-Tech in Monday’s North Jersey
sectional final in Bayonne. WW-P
moved on with a win over
Hillsborough in the Central Jersey
title meet.

Senior twin sisters Abby (50 and
100 free) and Jesse (200 IM and 100
fly) Coxson, along with junior Chrissy

Schwebel (200, 500 free) were all
double individual winners for WHS
(11-0) in its win over Wall-Tech, a
team comprised of students from
Wallkill Valley and Sussex Vo-Tech,
in rural Sussex County. Junior Ashley
Saul took the 100 back and sopho-
more Chrissy Kolenut the 100 breast
as the Blue Devils won all 11 events.

Coach Bev Torok’s club survived a
minor scare from Morris Knolls in
Saturday’s snow-delayed sectional
semifinal, winning 97-72 after trail-
ing 32-30 at the break. Jesse Coxson
won the 100 fly and 500 free, with
Saul (100 back) and Nichole Herttua
(100 breast) helping complete the
comeback.

This will be the fourth meeting
between the WHS and WW-P — two
of the state’s premier girls (and boys)
swim programs. WHS won in ’87
and ’89 (during its then-state record
79-meet win streak). But in the most
recent meeting, the Pirates posted a
109-61 victory in the 1995 state A
Division championship. That was
also WW-P’s last time in a state final.
Westfield has been in three since,

losing to Vineland (1996) and Cherry
Hill East (1998) and beating Rumson-
Fair Haven a year ago.
NORTH A DIVISION SECTION TITLE:
WHS 121, WALL-TECH 49
200 medley relay: 1. (W) (Heather Lane,
Katie Bartholomew, Saul, Herttua)
2:01.13, 2. W-T 2:03.88, 3. (W) 2:06.12.
200 free: 1. Schwebel (W) 2:09.75, 2. Hart
(W) 2:11.69, 3. Dembaugh (W-T) 2:13.81,
4. Dresely (W) 2:23.41.
200 IM: 1. J. Coxson (W) 2:22.36, 2.
McCarton (W-T) 2:25.77, 3. Fowler (W)
2:26.28, 4. Vogel (W-T) 2:30.77, 5. Lane
(W) 2:32.11.
50 free: 1. A. Coxson (W) 26.81, 2. Esser
(W-T) 26.89, 3. Saul (W) 27.02, 4.
Kolterjahn (W) 28.21.
100 fly: 1. J. Coxson (W) 1:02.23, 2. Jogel
(W-T) 1:08.78, 3. Anderson (W) 1:09.21,
4. Bartholomew (W) 1:09.75.
100 free: 1. A. Coxson (W) 58.15, 2.
Vantosky (W) 59.03, 3. Esser (W-T) 59.36,
4. Selend (W-T) 1:00.41, 5. Lane (W)
1:03.36.
500 free: 1. Schwebel (W) 5:33.20, 2.
Kolterjahn (W) 5:48.74, 3. Dambaugh (W-
T) 6:01.37, 4. Hartman (W-T) 6:36.28, 5.
Ostrega (W) 6;55.32.
200 free relay: 1. (W) (J. Coxson, Jenny
Fowler, Alexa Vantosky, A. Coxson)
1:51.95, 2. (W) 1:55.59, 3. Wall-Tech
1:56.94.
100 back: 1. Saul (W) 1:07.24, 2. Romano
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LOOSENING UP BEFORE A BIG MEET…Blue Devil senior Paul Kolterjahn warms up with a backstroke prior to the
North A Sectional semifinal meet with Randolph. The Blue Devils sank Randolph, 108-62, then went on to defeat Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 105-65, on February 21.


