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Mr. Populus to Leave Council
March 1 After Seven Years

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Veteran Democratic Councilman
and former mayoral contender Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr. of Fanwood an-
nounced on Monday that he plans to
resign from the governing body ef-
fective Wednesday, March 1.

In a letter notifying Borough Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern of his
decision, Mr. Populus, who has been
a member of the council for nearly
seven years, said “competing busi-
ness demands prevent me from con-
tinuing to commit the time required
to fulfill my council responsibili-
ties.”

“It has been my great pleasure to
work with you, the Borough Council
and the staff on so many different
projects and issues of importance to
Fanwood,” the two-term councilman
continued.

A licensed New Jersey real estate
appraiser, he is the owner and Presi-
dent of Populus & Associates, a real
estate appraisal firm, and Populus

Councilman Populus
Real Estate and Finance, Inc., both
in Westfield. The latter company
specializes in the sale, management
and rehabilitation of residential and
commercial real estate.

Mr. Populus told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Tuesday
that the Fanwood Democratic Com-
mittee must submit to the Borough
Council the names of three candi-
dates to replace him for the remain-
ing 10 months of his current term
within 15 days of his resignation
date.

Whichever nomineee is chosen as
his successor will have the opportu-
nity to run for a full term in Novem-
ber.

Appointed to fill a vacancy on the
council in 1993, Mr. Populus, 64,
was elected to his inaugural three-
year term the following year and was
reelected in 1997.

He ran for Mayor last year against
Louis C. Jung, who won the seat as
part of a local Republican sweep
which also included two council
seats. The GOP victory reversed the
4-3 edge Democrats had held on the
governing body for 12 years.

Mr. Populus served as Council
President last year under Democratic
former Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly,
who kicked off her campaign for the
Seventh Congressional District seat
Tuesday morning in Fanwood.

Currently Chairman of the
council’s Public Works Committee,
he is also a member of the Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee and
the Education, Health and Welfare
Committee. He previously headed

the Administration and Finance Com-
mittee for several years and was also
Fire Commissioner.

In 1996, Mr. Populus was named
as Fanwood’s first representative to
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority (PARSA), which is
separate from his council responsi-
bilities. Mr. Populus said his current
five-year appointment with the Au-
thority expires in 2002.

The councilman, who chaired the
Fanwood Recreation Commission
prior to his first election to council
and later was named council Liaison
to the commission, said he was par-
ticularly proud of the renovations at
LaGrande and Forest Road Parks,
which occurred during his tenure.
Mr. Populus was awarded the Jerry
Boryea Award in 1996 for his contri-
butions to recreation in the borough.

Although he had been aware of
rumors that his colleague might re-
sign, Mayor Jung said Tuesday that
he was still somewhat surprised by
Mr. Populus’ formal announcement
of his decision and disappointed that
the governing body would not have
the benefit of his experience for at
least another year.

“He’s been a very good council-
man and did a lot of good for
Fanwood,” Mr. Jung remarked. “He
always put Fanwood first and was a
real asset to the Mayor and council as
a group.”

Adding that Mr. Populus has done
“a great amount of things behind the
scenes for Fanwood,” Mayor Jung
also noted how the councilman had
been helpful to him in a variety of
ways during the first month of his
administration. “We’re going to miss
Bill,” he said.

The Mayor said he wished Coun-
cilman Populus and his wife, Marilyn,
“all good luck” with their future
business ventures.

The Mayor, whose responsibili-
ties include council committee as-
signments, will determine how Mr.
Populus’s duties are redistributed.
As he did when making existing as-
signments for the year 2000, Mr.
Jung said he would take into account
an individual’s areas of interest.

A 30-year Fanwood resident, Mr.
Populus said he hopes to remain
involved in the community after his
service on the governing body ends,
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Superintendent Endorses
Moving Fifth Graders
Into Middle Schools

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

Carefully orchestrated opposition
to the possible redistricting of south
side students to north side schools
proved to be the squeaky wheel that
got the grease when Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye pre-
sented her facilities and enrollment
recommendation to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
on February 10.

While the rec-
ommendation to
move the fifth
grade into the
middle schools
was clearly the
administration’s
option of choice
from the start,
Dr. Choye
backed off on the
proposed redis-
tricting of 56 stu-
dents from Coles
Elementary to
School One that
originally ac-
companied that
option.

In addition to parent sentiment, the
superintendent cited information
gleaned from recent meetings with
township and borough officials and
real estate professionals regarding
anticipated residential development
on the north side (as much as 120-150
housing units over the short term) as
justification to leave present students
where they are — bussed or not.

The new grade configuration of K-
4, 5-8 and 9-12 would be in place by
September 2002.

Certain attendance changes would

be made if Dr. Choye’s recommen-
dation is accepted by the board:

As of September 2000, new fami-
lies who take up residence in the
Bayberry Apartments and in
Southwyck Condominiums must reg-
ister their elementary students at
Brunner School and their middle
school students at Park Middle
School.

For purposes of racial balance, as
of September 2000, new families

who begin resid-
ing on Hunter Av-
enue (north of
Front Street and
south of Moun-
tain Avenue), on
Willow Avenue
(north of Front
Street and south
of Mountain Av-
enue) and on
Myrtle Avenue
(north of Front
Street and south
of Mountain Av-
enue) must reg-
ister elementary
students at Coles
School and

middle school students at Terrill
Middle School.

Elementary and middle school at-
tendance areas for students moving
into new developments built after
February 2000 will be determined
based on space availability in the
schools.

The above redistricting would al-
low the district to move closer to
state and federal requirements for
racial balance among the schools.
Dr. Choye believes the district’s plans

If and when the board ap-
proves Dr. Choye’s recommen-
dation, the district will hold
staff and community meetings
to plan specific elements of the
fifth grade’s integration into
middle school. These include:
“academics, co-curricular ac-
tivities, socialization issues,
and other areas as necessary,”
according to the recommen-
dation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Local Officials Aware
Of ‘Stranger Danger’

By MELISSA A. BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

In light of several incidents near
three separate Westfield schools in
which drivers of automobiles either
approached or watched students as
they were walking, school officials
have been put on alert by the Police
Department.

According to Westfield Police
Chief Anthony J. Scutti, the inci-
dents at Franklin Elementary School
and Roosevelt Intermediate School
were related, while a recently re-
ported incident at Wilson Elemen-
tary School was not.

On February 10, it was reported
that three Wilson Elementary School

girls walking home from school no-
ticed a “suspicious” car with a man
sitting inside was parked on a street.

In relation to the incident at Wil-
son, a suspect was brought in for
questioning, but was not charged.
The man told police that he was
going to Roselle Park and had gotten
lost.

Chief Scutti noted that the suspect
in the Wilson incident was located
based on a license plate number. He
urged witnesses to notice license plate
numbers if possible.

A similar incident occurred near
Roosevelt Intermediate School when
a man stopped to try to ask a girl

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SNOW ART…Chris D’Annunzio of Scotch Plains, a seventh grader at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains, made
creative use of snow on James Court when he constructed a mammoth igloo.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
RAISING OPPOSITION…Residents promise to adamantly oppose a pro-
posal by Mount Laurel-based Site Development Inc. to build a Commerce
Bank and CVS Pharmacy at the Park Place Family Restaurant on the
corner of Martine Avenue and Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. The company
will seek approval of its plan at a March 2 meeting of the Scotch Plains
Board of Adjustment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

New Development Proposed
For Park Place Diner Site

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

A group of Scotch Plains resi-
dents are vowing to fight the pro-
posed razing of the Park Place Fam-
ily Restaurant at the corner of
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road
and the building of a bank and a
national drug store on the site.

Site Development Inc. of Mt.
Laurel has a March 2 appointment
with the Township Board of Ad-
justment to seek approval for its

plan to develop a 3,649 square-
foot Commerce Bank branch and a
10,125 square-foot CVS Pharmacy
on the site of the diner, which is
owned by the Filippatos family.

Marc Friedenberg of Winding
Brook Way told The Times of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood that he’s leading
an effort to urge area residents to
attend the March 2 meeting to pro-
test the planned development,
which he feels is unnecessary.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Tables Carriage House Resolution;
Urges Cooperative  Talks On Enrollment

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
worked through a diverse agenda
during its regular meeting last Thurs-
day, while also urging more coopera-
tive dialogue among residents of
neighboring Scotch Plains in dealing
with the current school enrollment
crunch.

Officials tabled until next month a
resolution that would award a con-
tract to Dell Tech of South River for
interior renovations to the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center on
Watson Road, formerly known as the
Carriage House.

Governing body members, who
were scheduled to vote on the resolu-
tion that night, were waiting for fur-
ther information before taking ac-
tion, Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said.

Under other business, the council
unanimously passed a resolution
amending its by-laws in order to give
members the right to abstain on any

agenda item except for final adop-
tion of the municipal budget or
amendments to the budget. Officials
previously could abstain from voting
only if they had a personal or pecu-
niary interest related to an item.

During more than six years as a
councilman, Mayor Louis C. Jung
had publicly supported the right to
abstain, arguing that other elected
bodies with which he was familiar,
such as the Scotch Plains Township
Council, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers, all permit abstentions.

Governing body members peti-
tioned for an end to the acrimony
they said was evident among Scotch
Plains residents during recent meet-
ings with Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol B. Choye concerning over-
crowding at district schools.

Over the course of five meetings
from January through the beginning
of this month, Dr. Choye had pre-
sented several possible scenarios to

alleviate the problem. One of these,
which called for redistricting of stu-
dents from the south side of Scotch
Plains to northside schools, sparked
strong opposition from parents.

Noting that the controversial pro-
posal had led to negative remarks
made by some Scotch Plains resi-
dents to others from the township,

Councilman Thomas P. Ryan ap-
pealed to people to remember that
“we’re all part of the same commu-
nity.”

While the schools themselves are
located in Scotch Plains, the coun-
cilman said Fanwood was “caught in
the middle” because borough stu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Advisory Committee
To Review Options

For Sharing Resources
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

In a move aimed, at minimum, at
exploring the potential for shared
services, Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said Tuesday night that a
Cooperation Advisory Committee
composed of officials from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will be formed “to investigate the
possibility of sharing services, per-
sonnel, land and buildings.”

Mayor Marks said the panel was
being formed with an acknowledg-
ment of “the controversy over local
property taxes and duplication of
services” and with the aim of lessen-
ing the tax burden on local residents.

The nine-member committee will
be made up of two representatives
each from the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, the Fanwood Borough
Council and the Board of Education,
as well as the business administra-
tors of each entity.

Mr. Marks appointed Republican
Councilman Frank Rossi, who had
urged such an effort during his elec-
tion campaign last year, and Demo-
cratic Councilman Tarquin Jay
Bromley, the council’s liaison to the
Board of Education, along with
Township Manager Thomas E.
Atkins, to be the township’s repre-
sentatives to the advisory commit-
tee.

The Mayor, who said he hopes the
panel will have a report of its recom-
mendations by the end of this year,

stressed that the committee’s sug-
gestions will not be binding, only
advisory. He added that some state
funding may be available specifi-
cally for the purpose of setting up
such a body.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day night, the Township Council was
informed that the municipality has
apparently solved, at a price, its ani-
mal control services problem.

Mr. Atkins recommended that the
council approve an agreement to have
Associated Humane Societies (AHS)
of Newark provide those services for
the remainder of this year and, if the
same fee can be continued for an
additional 12 months, through 2001.

AHS will replace the troubled
Garden State Kennels of Long Hill
Township, which has been the target
of animal rights groups and was re-
cently fined by the state for its eutha-
nasia practices.

The township will pay about 50
percent more, or $37,500, for AHS’s
services, but Mayor Marks said that
“enough information warranted us
leaving (Garden State Kennels) and
spending more money.”

Mr. Atkins commended the coun-
cil for moving “thoroughly and cau-
tiously” in finding a new animal
control services provider. He added
that, while AHS is willing to sign a
longer-term contract past 2001, it
would be more prudent for the coun-
cil to wait to see what Union County
and other localities do about possi-
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Republicans Charge
Politics in Mayor’s

Committee Assignments
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Last month’s
release of standing committee as-
signments for the Westfield Town
Council did not sit well with some
Republican members of the govern-
ing body.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim, a Demo-
crat, released the assignments on
January 28.

At a council conference meeting
February 1, First Ward Councilman
Gregory S. McDermott and Second
Ward Councilman Matthew P. Albano
expressed their displeasure with the
naming of Claire Lazarowitz, just
sworn into office to replace two-term
Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh, as the new Chairwoman of
the Public Works Committee.

Having served as Solid Waste Com-
mittee Chairman the past two years,
Mr. McDermott was looking to move
up to chair the Public Works Com-
mittee.

“What it means to me is that either
I am not qualified to take on that kind
of responsibility or it is strictly a
political assignment,” he told The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Mr. McDermott said he should
have received this assignment, given
the fact he served on the Public Works
Committee last year and was chair-
man of a related committee, Solid
Waste, the past two years. In addi-
tion, he has been serving as Liaison
to the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion Board of Directors, the entity
that runs the town’s special improve-
ment district operation.

Mr. McDermott proposed to Mayor
Jardim in an e-mail on January 28
that Ms. Lazarowitz take on the tradi-
tional “rookie” assignment of Solid
Waste Committee Chairwoman. He
suggested that he stay on as a mem-
ber of the Solid Waste Committee
and move up to Chairman of Public
Works.

Mayor Jardim told council mem-
bers on February 1 that he “wanted to
keep the continuity” of the commit-
tees from last year.

Councilman Albano said he felt a
“more experienced” council member
such as Mr. McDermott should chair
Public Works. “It’s an important com-
mittee,” he remarked.

When pressed by Republicans to
consider Mr. McDermott’s recom-
mendation, Mayor Jardim com-
mented, “I made the decision and I
am going to stick to it.”

When contacted by The Times,
Monday, Mayor Jardim said he origi-
nally proposed Councilman Albano
to chair Public Works. But when Mr.
Albano declined the assignment, “I
had to go back to square one.” He said
giving Ms. Lazarowitz all Mr. Walsh’s
assignments was the best solution.

“I think Claire will do an excellent

job,” he said.
Councilwoman Lazarowitz told

The Leader and The Times her flex-
ibility in being able to meet with
Town Engineer and Director of Pub-
lic Works Kenneth B. Marsh and
scheduling committee meetings is a
plus.

“I’m a smart cookie, I’ll figure it
out,” she said.

Council members, who are up for
election every two years, often covet
the Public Works committee assign-
ment. The committee reviews all road
projects that now total hundreds of
thousands of dollars each year.

Major committees include Trans-
portation, Parking and Traffic; Laws
and Rules, and Public Works. All
three have been chaired by Demo-
crats since Mayor Jardim took office
in 1997.

“And nobody (Republicans) ever
says a word,” Mr. McDermott stated.

Mr. McDermott also proposed re-
moving First Ward Councilman Carl
A. Salisbury from the Public Works
Committee and placing him on the
Building and Town Property Com-
mittee, where he would take the place
of Mr. McDermott.

In the end, though, Mayor Jardim
opted to simply plug Councilwoman
Lazarowitz’s name into the assign-
ments previously held by Mr. Walsh.
In addition to Public Works, she was
assigned to the Finance and Solid
Waste Committees and to the liaison
panel to the Board of Education with
Mr. Goldman and Mr. McDermott.
Ms. Lazarowitz also serves as coun-
cil liaison to the Union County
League of Municipalities.

While not critical of Ms.
Lazarowitz, Mr. McDermott told The
Leader and The Times, “honestly,
she was being used as a pawn.”

“She is a council member who was
selected by the Democratic Commit-
tee to replace a Democrat and she
takes a spot on one of the most pow-
erful or visible committees that we
have. So the mayor bypasses every
member of the council who was
elected and awarded this to a person
who was not elected,” Mr.
McDermott said.

As for the other committees, which
remain the same from last year, Mr.
Albano will again chair Building and
Town Property; Second Ward Coun-
cilman James J. Gruba will continue
to head up the Finance Committee,
and Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman will lead the
Laws and Rules Committee.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan, Jr. will chair the Public
Safety Committee for the second
straight year, with Mr. Salisbury
chairing the Parking Committee and
Fourth Ward Councilwoman Janis
Fried Weinstein heading Personnel
Policy.

albeit in “a less active role” due to his
business commitments.

Mr. Populus has been a member of
the Fanwood Community Assess-
ment Committee, formed in 1997,
which spearheaded a comprehensive
campaign to guide the borough into
the new millennium with an empha-
sis on communication, volunteerism,
long-range planning and the down-
town.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Populus

would be acceptable to state officials
“as long as we’re showing a good
faith effort.” She estimates the el-
ementary schools’ being in racial
balance by 2006-2007.

The impact on the district’s spe-
cial education program would be as
follows: as of September 2002, a
section of the Pervasive Develop-
mental Disorders (PDD) program
would be relocated from School One
to McGinn School, and the Title I
program from Brunner School would
be relocated to School One.

The superintendent’s recommen-
dation to move the fifth grade into
Park and Terrill Middle Schools calls
for construction of 12 new class-
rooms and a multi-purpose room at
Terrill to make its size and core
facilities comparable to those at Park.
The costs associated with construc-
tion and expanding Terrill’s parking
facilities are approximately $3.9
million.

If approved by the board, these
costs will be factored into a $15.6
million bond referendum. The refer-
endum also includes: nearly $10
million worth of renovations to Park
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), $1.1 million of tech-
nology improvements across every
school, and $700,000 in improve-
ments associated with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
spread across every school.

ADA costs include installation of
an elevator at Park and two elevators
at SPFHS. The two-story addition to
Terrill would also include an eleva-
tor.

While Board member Edward J.
Saridaki, Jr. reminded his colleagues

and the public that the figures set
forth in the recommendation could
be higher or lower than the actual
costs to do the work, residents have
a sense of what the tax impact of the
bond (as proposed) might be.

Assuming a 20-year term, at an
estimated five percent interest,
Scotch Plains residents would see a
$117 annual increase in their tax bill
based on the average home assess-
ment of $117,000. Fanwood taxpay-
ers would pay an additional $99 per
year on an average home assessment
of $83,000.

If and when the board approves Dr.
Choye’s recommendation, the dis-
trict will hold staff and community
meetings to plan specific elements
of the fifth grade’s integration into
middle school. These include: “aca-
demics, co-curricular activities, so-
cialization issues, and other areas as
necessary,” according to the recom-
mendation.

Prior to those meetings taking
place, however, more details on the
fifth-grade program and how fifth
graders would be inaugurated into
the middle school environment were
scheduled to come at the special
facilities meeting on February 16 at
Park Middle School.

Such details cannot come soon
enough for some anxious parents.

Concerns range from dropping off
and picking up their fifth graders
safely to insulating them from what
they perceive as the predominantly
negative influence of older students.

Other parents support the fifth-
grade move for the “positive oppor-
tunities” the middle school environ-
ment offers.

Board members’ initial questions
touched on the feasibility of phasing
in the redistricting segment of the
proposal; on the plan’s ability to
accommodate full-day kindergarten
should the district elect to move in
that direction; on the proposal’s flex-
ibility to accommodate future en-
rollment shifts; and on the traffic
problems the new configuration will
present at the middle schools.

They were likely just the tip of the
iceberg.

The board is scheduled to vote on
the recommendation Monday, Feb-
ruary 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Choye Endorses Moving
Fifth Graders to Middle Schools

Fanwood
TV-35 Schedule

Thursday, Feb. 17, 8:00 P.M.
Former Mayor Connelly’s
Testimonial Dinner

Thursday, Feb. 17, 9:00 P.M.
FYI Fanwood - Mayor Jung
& DPW Director Ray Manfra

Saturday, Feb. 19, 8:00 P.M.
Then Came Fanwood

Saturday, Feb. 19, 9:00 P.M.
Fanwood Centennial Events

Monday, Feb. 21, 8:00 P.M.
NJ’s Naval Militia

Monday, Feb. 21, 9:00 P.M.
Freeholders’ Forum

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 8:00 P.M.
Rebroadcast of the Feb. 10th
Council Meeting
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directions and she thought he was
attempting to lure her into his ve-
hicle. The driver also was brought
into the police for questioning and
he explained he was trying to seek
directions.

In all reported incidents, Chief
Scutti said, the suspects have not
gotten out of the car. However, he
said that when it’s the same indi-
vidual involved, “we continue to
caution parents.”

He added that parents and stu-
dents should not hesitate to report
any incident they feel is suspicious.

Chief Scutti said that the police
would rather err on the side of
caution and thus the department
has stepped up patrols at town
schools, especially at the start of
the day and at dismissal.

He noted that education is the
key to dealing with this kind of

situation. “We have to tell children
to be leery of strangers, to tell them
don’t get in cars with strangers.”

Dr. Peggy Dolan, Principal at
Franklin Elementary School, said
that the situation was discussed in
classrooms at the school, and no-
tices were sent home to make the
parents aware of the situation.

Dr. Dolan also noted that princi-
pals at Westfield schools have been
sharing information regarding the
reported incidents, adding that “it
is important for other schools and
parents to be made aware.”

Ken Shulack, Principal at
Roosevelt, said that the school held
grade-level meetings with the stu-
dents and urged them to communi-
cate with their parents about these
kinds of situations.

Mr. Shulack noted that in the
incidents at the schools the stu-
dents did what they were supposed
to do, in telling adults, and, there-
fore, a more serious situation was
avoided.

Dr. Dolan commended the police
department for its help, saying that
the police have been very respon-
sive. She noted one occasion when
the police response was almost im-
mediate.

“Parents have taken it very seri-
ously,” she said. “We would rather
they do that.” Some parents have
made judgments on seriousness of
situations after discussing them
with their children, she said.

Again, Dr. William J. Foley, Su-
perintendent of Schools noted that
communication is key. “Whenever
we hear of anything we alert the
parents. By making it public and
alerting parents we can avoid fur-
ther problems,” he stated.

Dr. Foley urged parents to re-
mind their children about the rules
for avoiding strangers. He added
that if there are problems, children
should tell their parents, tell some-
one at the school or an adult they
trust. “Kids are doing just that,” he
said.

Dr. Foley noted that there is no
knowledge of why this recent crop
of so-called “stranger danger” in-
cidents has occurred.

Two other attempts to lure young-
sters into cars were reported in
Summit during November. In one
case, the driver was described as a
blonde man in his 20s diving a
rusty red sedan. The second inci-
dent involved the same type of care
but a different description of the
driver.

Westfield School Officials
Aware of Stranger Danger

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

SINGING WITH SOUL…Sheila Lounsberry of Rutherford, a lyric soprano,
performed at Sweetheart Night on Valentine’s Day at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood. She has performed several cabaret shows, as
well as classical and jazz recitals.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
A SWEETHEART OF A PIANO MAN…John Bauers, a pianist from Hoboken,
offered sweet Valentine melodies during the Sweetheart Night at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood.

Council Urges Cooperation
On Enrollment Talks

He noted that there are currently
seven pharmacies and nine banks
within three miles of where the
new bank and pharmacy would be
located.

Mr. Friedenberg added that the
property is located in an R-1 zone,
which is designated as single-fam-

ily residential.
If the project were to be approved,

“it would be a completely commer-
cial site with a lot more traffic.”

He further noted that additional
development of the property would
remove much of “the sense of the
history of the area,” which is where
the revolutionary Battle of Short
Hill was fought.

The current diner and previous
restaurants before it were able to
skirt the site’s residential zoning
because, Mr. Friedenberg ex-
plained, eating establishments have
always been there since Colonial
times.

Two years ago, the Board of Ad-
justment rejected another application
by the Filippatos family to expand the
restaurant and add retail space.

“What makes this (present appli-
cation) any different than the one
that was disallowed” in 1998? Mr.
Friedenberg wondered.

Site Development, Inc. executives
were unavailable for comment.

New Development Proposed
For Park Place Diner Site

dents are enrolled at the same facili-
ties.

Last Thursday, Dr. Choye pre-
sented her facilities and enrollment
recommendations to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
While grade 5 would be shifted into
the middle schools to open up space
at the elementary level, the proposal
to relocate 56 students from Coles
Elementary to School One Elemen-
tary was dropped due to anticipated
residential development on the north
side of the township.

Councilman Joel Whitaker placed
blame for overcrowding at district
schools squarely with Scotch Plains.
He claimed the problem was the
“direct result of decisions made”
years ago by the school board, on
which the township has the majority,
to sell off the former Shackamaxon
and LaGrande school buildings.

He said  he did not believe Fanwood
students should be switched to differ-
ent schools or that the borough should
have to bear the cost of resolving the
enrollment problem, adding that there
are several pieces of land in Scotch
Plains which are potential locations
for additional school facilities in the
future.

In an interview with The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood  several days
later, Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Thomas E. Atkins responded
that it was the responsibility of both
communities to deal with the student
enrollment crisis.

Earlier in the meeting, Officer

Michael Schilling, a Colonia resi-
dent, was sworn in by Mayor Jung as
the newest member of the local po-
lice department. He will officially
join the Fanwood force as a proba-
tionary patrolman on Monday, Feb-
ruary 28.

Officer Schilling, who Council-
woman and Police Commissioner
Karen M. Schurtz called a “wonder-
ful candidate” for the job, was joined
by his wife, Rena, and other family
members for the ceremony. While
new to the department, he was de-
scribed as an experienced officer.

Five students from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
chapter, accompanied by their advi-
sor, Donald Cababe, were on hand to
accept two council proclamations.

One designated February 7 to 13
as Free Enterprise Week and the other
marked February 13 to 19 as DECA
Week. DECA, an association of mar-
keting students, fosters an under-
standing of the free enterprise sys-
tem.

The students also briefly recounted
their trip last December to Washing-
ton, D.C., where they met with rep-
resentatives from the embassies of
China, Japan, France, Great Britain
and Romania to discuss these coun-
tries’ respective economies, as well
as issues such as human rights.

Lorri Slaugh of Fanwood was also
commended with a proclamation for
having recently achieved the Girl
Scout Gold Award – the highest honor
given by the organization.
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SP Council
bly sharing the responsibilities for
animal control.

In other matters, Mr. Atkins said
the township will be reimbursed
about $87,000 from the federal gov-
ernment for costs incurred during
Tropical Storm Floyd last Septem-
ber.

That amount represents about 25
percent of what the township sub-
mitted for reimbursement, and Mr.
Atkins expressed his hope that sev-
eral more installments would be
forthcoming from Trenton, which
is disbursing money provided by
the federal government for this pur-
pose.

Separately, the council was set to
hold its final meeting on the 2000
municipal budget last night, with
the topic being the ever-sensitive
revenue side of the ledger — in
other words, property taxes.

Mr. Atkins had proposed a spend-
ing plan for this year of
$17,156,122, which is $364,787,
or 2.2 percent, more than the 1999
level.

While no decisions on this year’s
tax rate, or the level of any tax
increase, has been made, Mr. Atkins
pointed out that one tax point equals
about $94,000; dividing that figure
into the $364,787 spending increase
equals about a 4 percent tax hike,
although other factors, such as this
year’s surplus and other anticipated
revenue sources, could drive that
figure downward.

Childhood Cancers to be Topic
Of LEARN Seminar on Feb. 28
SCOTCH PLAINS — Alice G.

Ettinger, a Pediatric Nurse Practitio-
ner and Program Coordinator at St.
Peter’s University Hospital Center,
Division of Pediatric-Oncology in
New Brunswick, will address the
League for Educational Advance-
ment for Registered Nurses (LEARN)
on Monday, February 28, at 7:45
p.m.

The program will take place at the
All Saints’ Church Parish House,
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. It
will be entitled “Childhood and Ado-
lescent Cancer in the New Millen-
nium.”

Nurses attending will examine
childhood cancer care in the new
millennium. They will also discuss
issues related to childhood and ado-
lescent cancer care and review the
most common forms of cancer in

children, adolescents and adults.
The education program will pro-

vide 2.4 Contact Hours as outlined
by the New Jersey State Nurses As-
sociation, accredited as an approver
of Continuing Education in Nursing
by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s Commission
on Accreditation.

LEARN, a not-for-profit profes-
sional organization for registered
nurses, offers eight programs per
academic year on current nursing
topics. The next program, entitled
“Cardiac Surgery Update,” will be
held on Monday, March 27.

LEARN’s annual membership fee
is $35, while a guest fee is $10 per
program. For information, please
write to LEARN, P.O. Box 6, Scotch
Plains, 07076 or call the Program
Coordinator at (908) 272-7239.
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