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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Tabriz Silk & Wool

600 North Avenue, East • Westfield • (908) 233-0393www.amtire.com

TIRES
Foreign, Domestic & Light Truck • Free Mounting, Disposal & Lifetime Rotation

SERVICE
State-Of-The-Art Service Center • Brakes • Alignments • Shocks/Struts • Exhausts

Manufacturers Recommended Services (30k/60k/90k) • Oil Changes
NJ State Inspections

SATISFACTION
Free Pickup & Delivery • After Hours Key Drop

Clean, Comfortable Waiting Lounge • All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE
Pick-up &

Drop Off At
 Home, Work

or Train

2-YEAR NJ
INSPECTION

NO Lines • NO Wasted Time
plus FREE Tire Rotation
Call Today for Your Appointment

Oil Change Special Disc Brake Reline
• Install New Brake Pads on Front Axle

• Bleed Hydraulic System as Needed
• Check & Adjust Rear Brakes

$89.95
Save $20

Lifetime Pads Available
 • Semi-Metallic Pads $20 Extra

 • Hub-Type Rotors Extra
• Offer Valid For Most Cars

Bronze Service ................. $17.95
Silver Service ................... $27.95
Gold Service ..................... $37.95

Basic 10W30 – Check all fluids, lube chassis

Semi-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

Full-Syntheic 5W30 – Fill all fluids, lube chassis

All Levels Include a FREE Safty Inspection

Valid For Most Cars & Trucks • Can’t be combined with any other offer

William H. Gazi, Esq.
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

30 years Trial Experience
908-272-0200 • 800-541-8383
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Representing the Seriously Injured in
Personal Injury Claims and Lawsuits

(908) 272-4456

PPPPPERFECTERFECTERFECTERFECTERFECT P P P P PAINTINGAINTINGAINTINGAINTINGAINTING, I, I, I, I, INCNCNCNCNC.....
✺  HEPA Vacuum Sanding System
✺  House & Desk Power Washing
✺  Free Estimates, Fully Insured
✺  Residential or Commercial
✺  Professional Color Design
✺  Deck Staining & Sealing
✺  25 Years of Experience
✺  Custom Detail Work
✺  Exteriors, Interiors
✺  General Carpentry

100s of100s of100s of100s of100s of
SatisfSatisfSatisfSatisfSatisfiediediediedied
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Owner on Job � No Subs

GOP U.S. Senate and Congressional Hopefuls Stump for Support
At Well-Attended Lincoln Day Reception Fundraising Affair

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — This year’s an-
nual Lincoln Day Reception was a
hot ticket last week as the forum
served more as a “Meet The Repub-
lican Candidates Night” for those
running for the United States Senate
and the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict than as a traditional gathering of
Republican from around Union
county.

The annual event, sponsored by
the Union County Republican Com-
mittee, honors Lincoln as the father
of the Republican Party.

The $75 a person party fundraiser,
three of the Senate candidates, who
are vying for the seat of retiring
Frank Lautenberg, and the seven
persons seeking the GOP nod to re-
place Bob Franks in the House of
Representatives had the opportunity
to mingle with guests
and to make brief
campaign statements.

The Seventh Dis-
trict candidates at-
tending were Assem-
blyman Joel
Weingarten of
Millburn from the
21st Legislative Dis-
trict, Tom Kean Jr. of
Westfield, Mike
Ferguson of Warren,
Ken Gardner of
Woodbridge, Patrick
Morrissey of
Westfield, Eric
Urbano of Scotch
Plains and Green
Brook Mayor Patricia
Walsh.

Senate candidates
attending included
Congressman Bob
Franks, Murray
Sabrin and Brian
Kennedy. Mr. Franks’
major competition for
the nomination, how-
ever, Essex County
Executive James
Treffinger and State
Senator William Gormley (R-2nd),
were unable to attend.

Former Governor Thomas H. Kean,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
that statewide “the top of the (Re-
publican) ticket is going to have a big
impact” in this year’s election. He
said Texas Governor George W. Bush
and Senator John McCain are two of
the best GOP Presidential candidates
the party has ever had in one year.

During Congressional candidate
remarks, Mr. Weingarten, a two-term
Assemblyman, noted that he the has
won two elections in a heavy Demo-
cratic legislative district with a popu-

lation of 100,000. Similarly, Mr.
Gardner repeated his campaign theme
that he is the only candidate that is
truly “battle tested,” in that he went
up against Woodbridge Democratic
Mayor James McGreevey in the 1995
city’s mayoral race and when he
served as City Council President
under Mayor McGreevey. Republi-
cans had a 5-4 majority in the mid-
1990s.

Mr. Weingarten told the GOP faith-
ful that the candidate who wins the
Primary Election will be running to
become the “standard bearer for the
Republican Party.”

“It (the November Congressional
race) is a very important race that we
need to win,” he said.

The next congressman, he said,
will be working on preserving Social
Security, developing “an intelligent

two of these three will be Union
County homeowners,” he empha-
sized.

He urged supporters, however, to
keep the party unified, noting that
“we cannot accomplish these goals
if we are divided.”

Mr. Ferguson, a Delbarton School
and Notre Dame University gradu-
ate, noted his background as a high
school teacher in the Bronx, N.Y.

He said this experience gave him
the “passion” to work to improve
education for youngsters and fami-
lies “to improve their lot in live.” He
currently teaches political science at
the college level and owns an educa-
tion consulting business.

Noting he is not a “career politi-
cian,” Mr. Ferguson said he believes
his “life experiences” make him an
attractive candidate.

The candidate fa-
vors reducing “the tax
burden on families and
on businesses,” scrap-
ping the Internal Rev-
enue Service and sim-
plifying the tax code.
He also wants to re-
form the nation’s pub-
lic schools.

“We need to put our
nomination and our
trust in this election to
keep this seat in Re-
publican hands with
someone who has the
seasoning, someone
who has the experi-
ence and, frankly,
someone who has the
expertise on issues
that can win indepen-
dent voters in this dis-
trict, who can win
crossover Democrats
in this election,” stated
Mr. Ferguson, the
1998 GOP Sixth Con-
gressional District
nominee.

Mr. Gardner said
the November elec-
tion is likely to be a

major political battle, given the fact
Democratic Congressional chal-
lenger Michael Lapolla is being sup-
ported by United States Senator Rob-
ert G. Torricelli and State Senator
Raymond Lesniak, both of which
serve on his campaign committee.

Mr. Gardner indicated that his elec-
tion to Congress would enable him to
put added pressure on Mr.
McGreevey, who nearly defeated
Governor Christine Todd Whitman
in 1997 and who is likely to be a
candidate again for the post next
year.

Ms. Walsh said the Seventh

District’s mostly middle class con-
stituency “is often ignored in Wash-
ington.” She said voters in the dis-
trict have echoed concerns to her
such as affordable health and
eldercare, infrastructure management
and transportation issues, along with
the low return New Jersey receives in
terms of federal taxes sent to Wash-
ington and federal aid received back
to the state. New Jersey is 49th out of
the 50 states in that regard.

“I will be and I can be the voice
that will not trail off to a whisper
when confronted with obstacles to
change,” she said.

Mr. Morrisey, a local attorney and
former health policy counsel for the
House of Representatives’ Com-
merce Committee, noted that the
“size and scope” of the federal gov-
ernment along with taxes are both
higher than they were in 1994.

The candidate cited his background
in drafting legislation on Medicare,
managed care reform and medical
records privacy laws.

He said the person who wins the
GOP nomination needs to be some-
one who can “articulate Republican
values on health care.” He noted the
federal Medicare program consist of
410,000 pages of laws and regula-
tions compared to 17,000 pages for
IRS regulations.

“The system is becoming so com-
plicated that heath care profession-
als are worried more about the busi-
ness of compliance than they are
with the practice of medicine,” Mr.
Morrisey said.

He said his message to voters is,
“Washington is broke and it needs
change.”

Mr. Urbano, if elected, promised
to protect the Social Security Trust
Fund, put more money back into
local classrooms and work to abolish
the tax on married couples. He vowed
to work to attract “the non traditional
voters” that the party lost in 1998.

“We don’t need another replay of
the 1998 election” when Democrat
Maryanne S. Connelly nearly cap-
tured the Seventh District seat, he
said.

Thirteenth District GOP candidate
Hal Turner of North Bergen, a Real-
tor, vowed to vote to “put the federal
government back within the shack-
les of the Constitution.” He said he
push to eliminate the departments of
energy, education and commerce. He
this action would enable Congress to
eliminate “oppressive regulations.”

The seat is held by Democratic
Congressman Robert Menendez. The
district includes Elizabeth and Lin-
den.

In the Senate race, where Republi-
cans are hoping to win a seat for the
first time in 28 years, Congressman
Franks noted that he led the effort on
the House Budget Committee “to
stop the raid on the Social Security
Trust Fund” to pay for foreign aid or
the Welfare program. He also noted
that he helped write the first bal-
anced federal budget in a generation.

“This year alone we will retire
$178 billion of the (principal on the)
national debt,” Mr. Franks stated.

Candidate Murray Sabrin, who was
Libertarian Party nominee for Gov-
ernor in 1997, said the 2000 election
may be the most important since
1860.

He said the next President and
U.S. Senator from New Jersey will
help determine who the next four
New Jersey Supreme Court justices
will be. Mr. Sabrin said he would
only appoint “strict Constitutionists,”
Pro Life advocates and those who
defend the Second Amendment to

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
THE SCOTCH PLAINS TEAM...Senate Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, Mayor Martin L. Marks and Township Councilman William F.
McClintock, Jr., all of Scotch Plains, talk politics during the annual Union
County Republican fundraiser.

tax policy” and may have to decide if
the next Congress may have the task
of deciding if America has to go to
war.

“We need to make sure that we
have someone with maturity, with a
life experience and hopefully with a
proven discretion to make such im-
portant decisions on our behalf with
the important deliberation that is re-
quired to do it right,” he said.

Mr. Kean noted that Union County
residents will be asked to elect GOP
candidates to serve as President,
United States Senator and Congress-
man.

“Now if we play our cards right,

the federal bench.
The candidate also said he would

fight to end the requirement of ethi-
cal racial background information
on job applications. The candidate
also supports ending the estate tax
which he called “anti family and anti
small business.”

Brian Kennedy, a former State
Senator, said kids shooting and kill-
ing other children, kids having ba-
bies along with substance abuse are
evidence of a decline of society.

“I submit to you that the No. 1
issue facing us as we go into the 21st
century is the decline in values, is the
erosion of values,” he told the gath-
ering of fellow Republicans, noting
that if elected he would propose that
character codes become law nation-
wide.

He also wants to free up restric-
tions that prevent state funds from
supporting religious and private or-
ganizations to treat drug and alcohol
abuse.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A LIGHTER MOMENT...Former Governor Thomas H. Kean and
Union County Republican Committee Chairman Frank X. McDermott
share a few laughs during the annual Lincoln Day Reception held last
Thursday at the Westwood in Garwood.


