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Editorial
Continued from Pg 24

Miss New Jersey to Perform
At �Moveable Feast� Gala

3 & 1/2 popcorns

In one scene from Topsy-Turvy, Arthur
Sullivan (Allan Corduner), Victorian ca-
rouser and the half of light opera ge-
niuses Gilbert and Sullivan, fashionably
laments his commercial success as his
mistress Fanny (Eleanor David) faith-
fully commiserates.

Under contract to Richard D’Oyly
Carte’s Savoy Theater, he has grown
disdainful of the businessman’s mecha-
nistic attitude toward talent. And he is
weary of his relationship with William
Schwenk Gilbert, his collaborator since
1871.

Surely there’s a magnus opus in his
future — something of lasting value. But
one suspects that, deep down, he doubts
he will really see the artistic promised
land. There is safety in the tried and true.

Fanny assures him that his great con-
tribution to posterity just begs to be
composed. Her lover’s mood lightened,
she then relates that their “old troubles”
have returned (That’s Victorian speak
for “I’m pregnant”).

Sullivan informs he’ll make the neces-
sary arrangements. But no, she’ll handle
it herself this time. He is surprised by the
handsome lady’s show of independence,
which she qualifies by reminding, “After
all, it is 1885.”

And indeed it is 1885, magnificently
recreated by writer-director Mike Leigh
with the help of some first-class art

direction. The establishment of time and
place is truly inspired, providing just the
right socio-historical environment to in-
formatively propel this backstage drama
about the famous artistic partnership.
One hilarious sequence that exhibits the
early use of the telephone is priceless.

Jim Broadbent splendidly portrays
William Gilbert, witty librettist and the
more conservative of the duo. Married,
he is less flamboyant about his success,
and not nearly as candid concerning his
unfulfilled aspirations. But it’s there just
the same, hidden beneath the sarcasm
that prompts him to denigrate his albeit
popularly received efforts by calling
them topsy-turvy.

And just as Arthur Sullivan defines the
age of innocence by rebelling behind
closed doors and tasting of the pleasures
that attend any era of sensual repres-
sion, Gilbert is a model of Victorian
propriety.

How that spills over into his re-
strained relationship with wife and con-
fidante, “Kitty” (Lesley Manville), makes
for some touching moments. It also
speaks volumes about both the com-
forts and vicissitudes of marriage in any
era.

The story begins in the career valley
that follows one of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
few failures, when the future of their
association is most in doubt; Sullivan,
uninspired, refuses to set Gilbert’s latest
tale to music.

Producer D’Oyly Carte (Ron Cook),
aided and abetted by no-nonsense busi-
ness manager Leonora Braham, expertly
played by Shirley Henderson, applies
the pressure. But it’s to no avail.....that is,
until Gilbert visits a Japanese exhibition
and hatches the idea for “The Mikado,”
today considered among the pair’s great-
est works, alongside “H.M.S. Pinafore”
and “The Pirates of Penzance.”

The film then dissects the rehearsal
and production process, forming its
enlightening opinions with a peripa-
tetic, egalitarian focus that includes an
evocative gaze from the point of view of
the actors.

Particularly good among the sensa-
tional cast of Savoy regulars is Martin
Savage as the uneasy George Grossmith
and Timothy Spall as the good-natured
Richard Temple. Here, although in good
service of the plot, the film sags as auteur
Leigh illustrates the word-for-word re-
hearsal sessions that preceded a master-
piece in pre-Stanislavski theater.

That painfully established, things soon
return to their lively ebb and flow.

So you say you don’t care for Gilbert
and Sullivan? No problem. Probably the
longest evening of so-called entertain-
ment I ever endured was a production
of “H.M.S. Pinafore” presented in San
Francisco. And so this isn’t to say that Mr.
Leigh’s exquisitely written tale of ambi-
tion and manners is going to make a
card-carrying Savoyard of all who see it.

Yet the insightful look into the sweat,
sinew and rewarding magic of artistic
collaboration will provide viewers with
an appreciating glimpse into the intrigu-
ing lives of two very gifted men. Hence,
in its promise of high-minded entertain-
ment, Topsy-Turvy is strictly on the
level.

*  *  *  *  *
Topsy-Turvy, rated R, is an October

Films release directed by Mike Leigh
and stars Jim Broadbent, Allan Corduner
and Lesley Manville. Running time: 160
minutes.

WESTFIELD – Miss New Jersey
1999-2000, Victoria
Andrews Paige, will
perform for the New
Jersey Workshop for
the Arts at their gala
benefit, “A Moveable
Feast,” slated for Sun-
day, March 26, from 4
to 9 p.m. at the Grand
Summit Hotel in Sum-
mit.

Miss Paige will share
her pageant experi-
ences while supplying
autographs and pos-
ing for pictures. She is
also scheduled to per-
form an operatic or
Broadway show vo-
cal.

An economics
scholar at Princeton
University, Miss Paige was recently
honored as a top 10 finalist in the Miss

America Pageant.
Miss Paige, who is classically trained,

currently holds the lead
role in Princeton
University’s perfor-
mance of A Chorus Line.
She also presented “Non
So Pui Cosa Sar” from
The Marriage of Figaro
in the Miss America tal-
ent competition.

A child advocate, Miss
Paige donated a portion
of her scholarship
awards to the cause. She
speaks with children
across New Jersey about
their personal rights.

Tickets for “A Move-
able Feast” and 50/50
cash raffle rickets are
available by visiting or
calling the New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts, 152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, (908) 789-9696.

Victoria Andrews Paige

Music, Comedy On Tap
At Community Center
SCOTCH PLAINS – The swing

and jazz melodies of Klezmer music
will fill the Coffee House at the
Jewish Community Center of the
Central New Jersey (JCC) when “The
Klez Dispensers” take the stage on
February 26, at 7:30 p.m.

The Princeton-based band per-
forms in concert and at celebrations.

Providing the comic relief for the
evening, The Court Jester will also
perform. Known as the funniest man
in Brooklyn, the comedian is a judge
by day and a comic at night.

The Court Jester has performed at
PIPS Comedy Club, Grandpa’s Com-
edy Club and The Copa.

Coffee and dessert will be pro-
vided.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $10
for senior citizens.

For more information, please call
Nan Statton at (908) 889-8800, Ex-
tension No. 207.

LET THE BIDDING BEGIN…Bedrosian’s of Summit has donated a hand-
woven Oriental rug and Michael Kohn jewelers has contributed a 14-
carat gold bangle bracelet to the auction that will be held at the Gala of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra. These two items are valued at
$3,600. The fundraiser, which is sponsored by the Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, will be held on Saturday, March 4, at the
Hilton at Short Hills. The event supports the Symphony’s educational
and cultural activities. Pictured, left to right, are: Gala Chairwoman Jane
Francz, Jane Kelly, and committee member and Gala graphic designer
Fran Azzara.

Calderone School of Music
Sets Kindermusik Registration

MILLBURN – Registration for
the spring semester of Kindermusik
is on tap at The Calderone School
of Music in Millburn and East
Hanover.

The program allows two-year-
olds and their parents to jingle
bells, pound drums, float scarves,
“hoot owls” and keep their feet
moving. Three-year-olds learn to
sing in tune and keep a beat, as
well as sing folk songs and play
rhythm instruments.

Kindermusik also affords four-
to seven-year-olds the opportu-
nity to read pitches and play bells
and dulcimers.

The Calderone School of Music,
a professional music school, pro-
vides a welcoming, creative envi-
ronment for both parents and chil-
dren, while offering private les-
sons on every instrument.

The school is nationally recog-
nized and teachers are certified
music educators with several years
of teaching experience. Most of
the teachers hold advanced de-
grees and are college professors.
Kindermusik teachers are also
young child specialists.

For more information on the
Millburn or East Hanover location,
please call (973) 428-0405.

Astronomy Sunday at Trailside
Promises Star-Filled Afternoon

Kid�s Corner○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

MOUNTAINSIDE – “Astronomy
Sunday 2000,” an afternoon of pro-
grams and activities about planets,
stars and the solar system, will be
offered at Trailside Nature & Science
Center in Mountainside on Sunday,
February 27, from noon to 5 p.m.

Lonny Buinis of Raritan Valley
Community College will present “Life
in Europa,” a look at life inside the

moons of giant planets at 1 p.m.
Karl Hricko of Kean University

will discuss new space telescopes in
“Astronomy in the New Millennium”
at 2 p.m.

In the next hour, “Beginner As-
tronomy” with Vince Henderson of
Project Astro Nova will be presented
to budding astronomers.

The Planetarium at Trailside will
offer “Calendar” at 1:30 p.m. for star-
gazers ages 6 and up. “Sky Stories”
will be shown at 2:30 p.m. for chil-
dren ages 4 to 6 with an adult, and
“The History and Future of As-
tronomy” will be shown at 3:30 p.m.
for children ages 6 and up.

Planetarium tickets are $3 for chil-
dren and adults and $2.55 for senior
citizens. Tickets will be sold in the
Visitor Center.

Table displays and representatives
from various astronomy clubs will
be present to answer questions. A
group walk to “Pace Out the Solar
System,” a solar observatory, will be
offered if weather permits.

Children in the third grade and up
will have the opportunity to build an
alien, a rocket or space station from
recyclable materials. Tickets for crafts
and children’s face-painting are $1
each.

The suggested admission dona-
tion of $1 includes a chance to win
a door prize. Light refreshments will
be on sale.

For further information, please
call (908) 789-3670.

Devlin
Continued from Pg 24

Symphony Concert
Continued from Pg 24

Mame
Continued from Pg 24

State
       of the Art

Music
The Crossroads in

Garwood will welcome
Shady Groove on February
17, Everlounge on February
18, Joe Taino & The Blue
Flames on February 19, Great
North Special on February
23 and Cup of Joe on Febru-
ary 24. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-
5666.

The New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark will
present Annie-Sophie Mut-
ter on violin and Lambert
Orkis on piano at Prudential
Hall on Sunday, February
20, at 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call 1-888-
GO-NJPAC.

NJPAC will also offer a
concert with the San Fran-
cisco Symphony on Febru-
ary 25 at 8 p.m. in Prudential
Hall. For more information,
please call 1-888-GO-NJPAC.

Theatre
Cranford Dramatic

Theatre will present Mame
on Fridays and Saturdays,
February 18, 19, 25 and 26.
All performances will be
held at 8 p.m. in the theater
at 78 Winans Avenue  in
Cranford. All tickets are $15
each. For ticket information,
please call (908) 276-7611.

The Union County Arts
Center in Rahway will
continue its 1999-2000 Clas-
sic Film Series with a pre-
sen ta t ion o f  Gigi  on
Wednesday, March 15, at 1
and 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (732)
499-8226 or  v i s i t
www.ucac.org.

Art
Westfield Art Associa-

tion will host a demonstra-
tion on contemporary figure
painting on Sunday, March
19, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Westfield Community Room,
425 East Broad Street ,
Westfield. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-
7058 or (908) 232-3381.

Dance
The New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center in
Newark will feature dancer
and choreographer Bill T.
Jones in Victoria Theater on
February 18 at 7:30 p.m.,
February 19 at 7:30 p.m. and
February 20 at 2:30 p.m. For
more information, please call
1-888-GO-NJPAC.

Comedy
The State Theatre in New

Brunswick will welcome Bill
Cosby, comedian and actor-
extraordinaire, to its stage on
February 26. For more infor-
mation, please call (732) 246-
7469 or visit
www.statetheatre.com.

“Gooch’s Song,” in which Mame
and her friend Vera are on the
sidelines listening to their kooky
friend lament her life. Ms.
Loderstedt acts at listening,
whereas Vera simply listens. The
one golden rule that every actor
should strive for is the theory that
less is more, and I know Ms.
Loderstedt has it in her.

All in all it was a good perfor-
mance, and she shines in her
Eleven O’Clock number, “If He
Walked into My Life.”

In the role of Vera Charles, the
Martini-swigging, flamboyant ac-
tress, Carolee Ashwell-Pross is
delightful, giving a dry, under-
stated performance that is right on
the mark.

I must say that I have fallen in
love with Jonathan Schwartz, the
sixth-grader who plays young
Patrick. This is an honest and
simple portrayal that is not always
possible for someone his age. I
mean simple in the best possible
way. He gives a clear, uncompli-
cated performance that is a plea-
sure to watch. He simply is Patrick.
Very well done.

In the role of the older Patrick,
Christopher Bentivegna also turns
in a fine performance. Mr.
Bentivegna has a lovely voice and
is particularly effective at the top
of Act Two with his reprise of “My
Best Girl.”

The only negative thing I have
to say about James McLane, who
portrays Beauregard Jackson
Pickett Burnside, the debonair
southern gentleman who wins
Auntie Mame’s heart, is that he is
not onstage long enough. Unfor-
tunately, Mr. Burnside meets an
untimely demise at the top of Act
Two, and Mr. McLane’s elegance
and grace onstage is truly missed.

Nearly running away with the
show is the wonderful Hope
Weinstein in the role of Patrick’s
nanny, Agnes Gooch. Ms.
Weinstein is a marvelous actress
who expertly skirts — but never
crosses — that fine line between
acting and over-acting, which is
easy to do with a role like Agnes.
A truly refined performance.

Also turning in fine work in
smaller roles are Terence
Blackburn, Elaine Dooman, Jim
Caffrey, John Duryee, Kevin
Kessler, Pam Skillman and Leilani
Makuakane Potter.

I also very much enjoyed Ida
Mann in the role of Mother
Burnside. Ms. Mann is intriguing
onstage, (and oddly resembles
ensemble member Ed Wittel.) Per-
haps CDC should plan a produc-
tion of Chicago, so that Ms. Mann
can try her luck at the mysterious
Mary Sunshine.

Technically, the New York City
noise at the top of Act One is a bit
too loud and makes the opening
scene between young Patrick and
Gooch difficult to hear. I could
have done without the distracting
dancing through the audience
during “Open a New Window.”

A late doorbell slowed down
the beginning of Scene Two in the
second act, and some of the musi-
cal interludes between scenes were
too long.

But all in all, this is a charming
production, and this reviewer looks
forward to seeing many more
shows at CDC.

Mame was directed by CDC vet-
eran Peter Clark, who was assisted
by Kate Slavin. Ann Mineur Weeks,
a longtime member of CDC, served
as Musical Director and the show
was deftly choreographed by
Janice Lynn.

Produced by Liz Howard, Mame
continues its run at CDC on Fri-
days and Saturdays, February 18,
19, 25 and 26. Tickets are $15.

Sketching and Painting
Planned on Wednesdays

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sketching
and painting sessions will be offered
for children in grades 4, 5 and 6 by
the Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment.

Registration will begin on Wednes-
day, March 1, at the Recreation Of-
fice.

The classes will be conducted in
the art room at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains from 3:30 to
4:45 p.m. on Wednesdays through
May 3.

The sessions cost $20 for residents
and $25 for non-residents. For more
information, please call (908) 322-
6700.

little bouncing balls also made
their way into the act. A concert-
goer was even pulled on stage to
participate in the hilarity. I fully
expected to see the orchestra jug-
gling their instruments by the end
of the hour.

Mr. Berky had his moments,
and there is always a place for
comedic relief, but I haven’t even
seen Erich Kunzel’s Cincinnati
Pops or Keith Lockhart’s Boston
Pops go as far. More may have
been forgiven, had the orchestra
pulled through with a powerhouse
rendition of the “7th.”

But alas, by that point, no
amount of intermission would
have been enough for mental re-
covery. The average Beethoven
performance was a direct result of
Mr. Berky’s prolonged time in the
sun.

The forthcoming tragedy cen-
tered around the superficial han-
dling of the great “Symphony No.
7” of Beethoven, which received
short shrift, not only rhythmically
but more importantly, spiritually.

For the serious listener, it was
almost impossible to recreate the
frame of mind by that point re-
quired to enjoy the Beethoven
anyway. Perhaps Carnival of the
Animals would have sufficed in-
stead.

To make up for lost time, certain
segments had to be taken at con-
siderable speed. For specific ex-
ample, the opening chords of the
First Movement were harried, tight
and mechanical – followed by a
superficial non-Beethovenic, life-
less sounding melody.

The Second Movement was
taken too fast; but already it was
after 10 p.m. Even if tempos were
in strict accordance with
Beethoven’s markings, one rarely
hears them performed so schnell.
The first three movements
sounded as if they were going
through the motions and the typi-
cal passion that we are used to

hearing from the orchestra was
hard to find.

Musical relief came only towards
the middle of the final movement,
when the clown effect was start-
ing to wear off. Brass was strong
and accurate throughout, Donald
Batchelder on trumpet and espe-
cially the horns, who maintained
the excitement of the movement
to the end.

Here is my contrasting incon-
gruity: The great Teddy Roosevelt
commented frequently that those
of us who enter the arena of com-
petition will inevitably become
marred with blood, sweat, tears
and sometimes triumph. Some-
times we win and sometimes we
lose. We try different things. The
most important idea is that we
continue to strive for excellence
— the best and highest of goals,
all of which requires not snob-
bery, but an attitude of elitism.

The Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra can still take their place
amongst the greatest.

For inquiries, tickets to the next
concert or donations, please con-
tact the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra at (908) 232-9400.

However, according to Mr.
Devlin, the piece did not require
repair and was ready for permanent
display. “It was in perfect condi-
tion,” he told The Leader and The
Times.

Mr. Devlin also credited the per-
sistent mission by Mr. Shepherd to
salvage the painting from storage.
“He was pretty dogged in tracking it
down!” he mused.

The Town Hall was proposed as a
possible location for the painting,
but because of the minimal security
supplied at the building and the
abundant use of the facility, Mr.
Boothe advised against this option.

“It was not appropriate in terms of
safety or an appropriate place for
display,” Mr. Boothe told The Leader
and The Times during a brief inter-
view.

Looking for a facility where the
painting could truly be admired and
receive a larger audience, the Li-
brary became the ultimate choice,
with the cooperation of Library Di-
rector Barbara J. Thiele.

A collection of four etchings de-
picting Westfield landscape are also
spotlighted at the Library.

When discussing the Miller-Cory
painting, Ms. Thiele exclaimed, “Now
that it is up there, it seems like it was
always meant to be there.” She added
that the Library always holds “a soft
spot for Mr. Devlin,” maintaining a
wide array of the Cranberry litera-
ture series that he illustrated and his
wife, Wende Devlin, penned.

Mr. Boothe also told The Leader
and The Times that he believes the
Miller-Cory painting is part of a
“great legacy” given to Westfield by
Mr. Devlin.

Historical Society President Donald
Mokrauer recently stated, “We are
very pleased to have this significant
work by an internationally known
local artist displayed indefinitely in
one of Westfield’s premiere loca-
tions.”

He continued, “If at some future
time the Society has a good location
in a town museum, the Society at
that time can consider relocating it.
Meanwhile, it is out there, safe, in
Westfield, where everyone can en-
joy this part of Westfield history.”

When reflecting on the Miller-
Cory piece and its specific meaning
to the community, Mr. Devlin con-
cluded, “It was a fine commission. I
realized that it was of great historical
value to the community. I gave it my
all.”

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger

Topsy-Turvy

Tiptop and Shipshape

Literature
The Town Book Store in

Westfield will host a book
s ign ing wi th
“Boardwalkers” author Fred
Schofield. For more infor-
mation, please call (908)
233-3535.

gan dating last year after Douglas
saw her performance in Zorro
with Antonio Banderas. “Wow! I
was like a heat-seeking missile.
From that moment on I was on a
mission, and have been ever
since,” Douglas told reporters.
Pretty typical Hollywood, I guess.
He wants Zeta-Jones for her looks.
She wants Douglas for his multi-
millions. Anyone remember Anna
Nicole Smith?

There seems to be something
missing in Hollywood and I can’t
speculate whether or not it ever
existed. I think it begins with a
“V” – or could it be an “M?” Values
and morals, they’re wonderful
things. Although, that’s not really
the ideal wedding present for
Zeta-Jones and Douglas. A pre-
nuptial agreement is.

Please send
All Arts & Entertainment

Press Releases to:
michelle@goleader.com!


