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As we ring in the new year, West-
field Girl Scouts have been very busy
helping others and having fun. Girls
of all ages, from Brownies to Se-
niors, got into the holiday spirit of
giving to those in need. Their efforts
are extremely appreciated and very
successful.

Many thanks to Carol Snyder and
the girls of Troop 295, a fifth-grade
troop, for organizing and success-
fully completing the TROOPS
project. The girls who assumed re-
sponsibility for this project are:
Meredith Arlington, Kristina Cofone,
Claire Fox, Kayley Graham, Eliza-
beth O’Shea, Marlena Sheridan,
Jacqueline Snyder and Jamie Steiner.
They were assisted by Senior Scouts
of Troop 430 and 482, under the
leadership of Malissa Cass and Kathy
Gilmartin.

Through the donations of West-
field Girl Scouts, the Westfield Girl
Scout community, in conjunction
with the Red Cross, were able to
provide 63 boxes of assorted food
and entertainment items for our ser-
vicemen and women in Bosnia,
Kosovo, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

Our gratitude also goes out to all of
Westfield’s Girl Scouts as well as the
entire community for a very success-
ful Mitten Tree project. A great num-
ber of New Jersey’s needy will be
wearing new, warm mittens, gloves,
hats, scarves and socks during the
cold winter ahead.

The Senior Scouts of Troop 430
and 482 put on a Century Fashion

Show for the residents of Sunrise
Assisted Living. The girls and the
residents had so much fun that an-
other show is being planned for the
near future.

We congratulate all of the West-
field Scouts for their dedication to
scouting and the community and wish
them continued success into the new
century.

Please join us at our Web site at
www.goleader.com/wgs.

*  *  *  *  *
This article is written monthly by

Westfield Girl Scouts for Westfield
Girl Scouts and for the public.

WESTFIELD GIRL SCOUTS

Westfield Girl Scouts Spent Holidays
Helping in Various Service Projects

Written by Girl Scouts for Girl Scouts

Knowing Candidates’ Shoe Size is Interesting
But Hearing Their Stance on Key Issues is Better
It’s apparent we’re becoming more demanding of

our political leaders these days. Increasingly, it’s
more and more difficult for them to avoid taking a
stand on issues both vital and ridiculous.

In recent times, the First Lady of the United States
has been asked if she will remain married to her
husband, the President. She answered, not surpris-
ingly, yes. The President himself was once asked his
preference for boxers or briefs. He responded can-
didly. Texas Governor George W. Bush, one of the
octet of men running for President this year, has been
questioned repeatedly not only about his tax cut
proposal, but also about what sins he may have
committed during his days of youthful indiscretion.
All of the candidates have been asked not only about
health care, trade with China and their ideas for
spending the surplus, but also their favorite book, their
biggest mistake and their first choice for dessert.

On the other end of the spectrum, why can’t
Senator John McCain tell voters what he thinks
about the Confederate flag flying over the State
Capitol in Columbia, South Carolina? A decade ago,
Senator Bill Bradley, running for a third term amidst
a firestorm over then-Governor Jim Florio’s tax hike,
refused to take a stand on that issue, and almost lost
to his little known opponent, Christine Todd Whitman.
And just this month, State Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco (R-Scotch Plains), who likely will run
next year to succeed Governor Whitman, did every-
thing he could to avoid taking a stand on pay raises
for the Governor, her Cabinet, the Legislature and
judges.

Is there a middle ground between the two extremes
of forthrightness? Do we have the right to know
whether a potential President ever woke up during
his youth with little recollection of his activities the

previous night? Is it fair for voters to put candidates
under a microscope and closely examine every hour
of every day of their life? How many of us would hold
up well under similar scrutiny?

Thankfully, some of today’s candidates have re-
fused to answer some of the more insipid queries
thrust at them by the press and the public.

On the other hand, it seems voters do have the right
to know where candidates, and potential candidates,
stand on issues that will directly affect their lives,
their pocketbooks, their jobs and their security. Lo-
cally, Scotch Plains’ new Mayor, Martin Marks, has
promised residents there will not be a property tax
hike this year anywhere near the 5.5 percent increase
imposed in 1999.

Senator DiFrancesco backed the pay raises, but
didn’t want his stance to appear on any formal
document, so he waited outside the Senate chamber
while the vote was taken. If he wants to occupy the
Governor’s Mansion in January 2002, he’d better
realize that governors don’t get to wait out tough
political decisions in a hallway.

Of course, being too upfront on big issues can be a
political kiss of death, as Walter Mondale learned back
in 1984 when he told the nation that, if he was elected
President, he would raise everyone’s taxes. His hon-
esty won him a majority of votes only in the District of
Columbia and his home state of Minnesota.

Neither extreme of disclosure is desirable, for
reasons of personal privacy and political survival. So
perhaps our political leaders can find that evasive
middle ground where we, the electorate, can learn
their thoughts on war and peace, taxes, downtown
development and pay raises without finding out their
innermost feelings of regret at having received a
speeding ticket several decades ago.

Letters to the Editor
SP Resident ‘Begs’ Public to Attend

Meetings About School Overcrowding

Taxpayer Gets Welcome Mat of Ice
When Coming to Municipal Building

I am writing to express my concerns
about the current “concept” plans to
relieve the overcrowding of the elemen-
tary schools and to relieve the over-
crowding of Terrill Middle School.

The plans involve redistricting chil-
dren to schools outside of their neigh-
borhood and the creation of non-con-
tiguous boundary areas for schools,
which has been shown to be harmful to
children and their communities.

The disruption caused to the children
and their families by redistricting to
schools far from their neighborhood is
unwarranted and disadvantageous to the
children involved.

Forced busing does not work as shown
by the federal decision to allow school
systems that had forced busing to return
to neighborhood schools. To force
districting that causes neighborhood dis-
harmony and creates transportation is-
sues related to after-school activities is
ill conceived.

With the current redistricting plan,
the lives of my children as well as many
others, will be seriously disrupted by
removing them from their home elemen-
tary school, where they have established
long term friendships and are comfort-
able with the community, to School One
that is located clear across town. Re-
moving children from their support sys-
tems is detrimental to their emotional
health and well-being.

As I live on Ravenswood Lane off of
Rahway Road, I am opposed to this
proposal because of the harm and anxi-
ety it will cause to my children and their
friends. When we made the decision to
purchase our home, with a significantly

larger tax bill, the decision was based on
the fact that my children would attend
Coles Elementary School and Terrill
Middle School.

The “concept” plans also calls for
shifting my neighborhood from Terrill
Middle School to Park Middle School.
Middle school children are at a vulner-
able age and require a “village” to raise
them properly. They are even more sus-
ceptible to a loss of their support system.
By moving them to a school far from
their homes and what they know, the risk
of adolescent misbehavior increases.

I beg of you, the public, to attend
meetings to understand “concept” plans
to relieve the overcrowding of our schools
and voice your opinions to Dr. Choye
and the Board of Education Members on
this possible redistricting BEFORE it is
a done deal.

To the school board members I ask,
why have many of you NOT been present
at all these meetings. How do you be-
lieve that a decision that affects the
entire community can be made responsi-
bly when you are not present to hear
community concerns?

Also, the Zoning Board should be
involved, listening to the community to
understand the impact their decisions on
future construction has on the already
overcrowding of our schools.

Since this issue affects the entire com-
munity of Scotch Plains, I ask you this
newspaper, to please continue to cover this
issue extensively to keep everyone in-
formed of all details and future meetings.

Donna D’Annunzio
Scotch Plains

Instead of a welcome mat, the Town of
Westfield left a 10-foot long carpet of ice
to greet the taxpayers as they approached
the entrance to the municipal building on
Tuesday, February 1. When I approached
with my cane, a kindly mailman helped
me across the ice to the sidewalk.

Coming out I had to wait for someone
to help me back across the ice. The first
person was someone I knew. Thank you,
Nancy!

Westfield requires sidewalks to be
cleaned within a day of a snowstorm.
The condition behind the municipal
building is atrocious and dangerous.
Should taxpayers be obliged to bring
rock salt when they pay the February
tax? If someone falls and is injured back
there, I’m sure the Town of Westfield
would be very, very sorry!

Jean Towl
Westfield

High School PTO President Thanks
All Involved in Town Meeting

I would like to congratulate Dr. Foley
and the panel of speakers for facilitating
a very exciting evening last Wednesday
night. The issues raised at the Town Meet-
ing were illuminating to all who attended.

As a parent, it was gratifying to hear
our young people speak so candidly. I
am eager to participate in the proactive
committees that will be the outcome of
this meeting, and I encourage all

Westfielders to get involved.
I commend our school superintendent

for his part in organizing and providing
this wonderful forum that helped to con-
nect parents, students and other mem-
bers of the community.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield High School PTO

President

PERSON
This word had a dramatic start. The

Greek and Roman actors originally wore
masks in their dramas to portray the
characters they were playing. The Latin
and Greek word for mask is “persona.”

These masks were specially made
and often had megaphonic qualities
(they amplified the speaker’s voice).
Persona is a blending of per, meaning
through, plus sonar, to sound, whence
to sound through.

When you impersonate someone,
you are putting on their mask. Today, a
person is simply a human being as
distinguished from a thing or lower
animal.

Tiny Tim Board
 Thanks Residents

For Carol Night Success
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are fortu-

nate to have citizens who care about their
young neighbors. Our recent Tiny Tim
Carol Night was its most successful event
ever, with the largest participation.

The weather was cold and rainy, but
this did not deter the many groups who
caroled and collected funds for Tiny
Tim’s needy children.

The Tiny Tim board thanks each group
for adding to the fun and enthusiasm of
this special night. A special thank you
goes to Students Concerned for the Needy
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School; all of St. Bart’s Junior Youth
groups; several Brownie and Scout
troops, and all neighborhood groups.

We send a thank you to All Saints
Episcopal Church for use of its Parish
Hall. This is a wonderful neighborhood
event and we hope all of this year’s
carolers and many new ones will join us
and participate next December.

Flavia Blechinger
Tiny Tim Fund Board Member

Scotch Plains and Fanwood

Town Meeting Comments About Police
Bring Back Bitter Memory for Reader

As an observer of the recent town
meeting pertaining to the student sur-
vey, I was surprised and dismayed,
though even a bit satisfied, by a few
students bringing to the adult
community’s attention how policemen
routinely hassle teenagers.

An old itch began creeping up my
backbone when one described certain
incidents which would normally be con-
strued as unprovoking, legal, and in no
way harmful to anyone, but for which
this student was chastised, cursed at,
and/or commanded to leave his situation
immediately.

I identified with this student when he
stated that police are meant to be the
protectors of peace and not the cause of
its disturbance. Hence, it seems this is a
problem that must be addressed and kept
in public scrutiny until something is
done.

I find myself slightly irked by a small
sense of guilt in not having done any-
thing like this sooner, because there was
an incident — similar to one I heard
described — that occurred with me a few
years ago.

While sitting tranquilly with a friend
in my car along the outskirts of
Nomahegan Park eating take-out
McDonald’s around 8:30 p.m., a cop car
whizzed around a bend and stopped be-
hind me. A tall officer promptly ap-
proached my window and asked for my
specifics.

“I’m sorry,” I told him in that sincere,
surprised, and overly polite voice re-
served for the respect of authority. “I had
no idea I was in violation. What is the
problem, officer?”

Refusing me, the man only kept his
flashlight in my face and snapped an
impatient repeated request, adding “nit-
wit.”

After I handed him my cards and
asked him again what I had been doing,
the cop set that beam back in my eyes
and challenged with sudden disdain,
“You just think you got all the answers
now, don’t you?!”

I only blinked, a bit embarrassed in
front of my friend. The cop prodded
onward, “Don’t you?!” Incredibly, in
the span of seconds, a quiet peace had
turned suddenly ugly, and of course, if I,
a mere lowly citizen, had spat anything
back using his tone, I probably would
have been issued a ticket, maybe even
threatened with jail, or at the very least,
given a further tongue-lashing.

I fought to keep my same puzzled,
high-toned voice to reply, “No, sir.” I
insist here that I said nothing to provoke
this man (if I was guilty of that I cer-
tainly wouldn’t be writing this publicly)
but he called me a “nitwit” again, made
scorn of my proper name, and literally
flicked my cards at me where they landed
across my dashboard and at my feet—all
because I had been minding my own
business.

At this, the cop roughly commanded
me home and eventually tailgated me all
the way up East Broad Street.

Still flustered upon getting home, I
called the precinct to report the action

and learned that, besides blatantly has-
sling me for no reason, the short-fuse
cop was guilty of three violations: 1) He
refused to tell me what my offense was
before I handed him my cards; 2) He
threw my cards at me when he was
supposed to literally and lawfully hand
them back; 3) Though told otherwise, I
was in fact parked at a legal public spot
with 90 minutes legal time left.

Before the telephone call’s abrupt end,
I was told there would be words with this
officer, but I highly doubt the matter was
taken seriously.

This was not an isolated incident where
my peace was disturbed by those paid to
protect it. I’ve also been unjustly snapped
at by traffic cops in town, kicked off a
Mindowaskin Park bench, and stopped
on my bike prior to 10-o’clock by a
patrol car whose occupant ordered me
straight home for what seemed like the
heck of it.

This may sound trite when compared
to network news police brutality, but I
cannot consciously remain silent while
similar claims to my own are being
made throughout town.

Perhaps, in the minutes of chances,
had I written this sooner, the power of
the written word may have influenced a
sensitivity awareness to the very core of
police chief.

Know this, sir, if you are reading, that
I don’t intend to pick on the force as a
whole, as there are some who carry
human decency when dealing with the
public. Unfortunately, however, my aim
this day is directed to those of you who
seem to believe that being a cop allows
for and even boasts crude behavior, that
whomever you choose can become your
victim.

I strongly urge you to reconsider your
demeanor in how you deal with the
younger age group, because condemna-
tion only displays adulthood as arrogant,
apathetic, and misunderstanding. Don’t
cause teens to feel any more distant and
cut off from an adult world they may
already mistrust.

Curious for the reason why there is
sometimes such awkwardly unprovoked
hostility towards youth, I asked the opin-
ion of one patrolman and he responded
by saying that citizens of Westfield sim-
ply don’t want kids just hanging around,
and that the point needs to be addressed
sharply.

Well, to those citizens I say tough
luck. Kids need to grow free. You were
once kids yourselves, then you grew up
to have kids, so deal with them. Despite
what your pre-dispositions may be, kids
are not public enemy No. 1 meant to be
swept under the carpet of society,
shunned until their wondering and wan-
dering phases are through.

To the police: I’m sure there are more
pleasant, more affable ways to make a
statement. Still, where are kids sup-
posed to go when you kick them out or
off? Back home? Like that cop told me?
I guess we return to the old adage: “Go
to your room and stay there!”

I don’t think so—not in a free country.
Notwithstanding that, “No loitering”
signs seem to present a message that
we’re not so universally welcome as
we’d all like to think. Why keep order-
ing kids away, even when it’s plain they
are doing nothing wrong while playing
sports or—God forbid—just hanging
out?

This is our hometown. Let us enjoy it.
Stop making us feel unwanted in it.
Know when to keep the peace. Be con-
scious of one thing—a badge and uni-
form should not give you the right to
mistreat us.

Billy Callahan
Garwood

Town’s Director of Human Services
Thanks Generous, Caring Community

Resident Urges Police, Community
To Begin Meeting Together to Talk

I was taken aback at the number of
complaints expressed toward police at
the Town Meeting at Westfield High
School last Wednesday. Several students,
parents and at least one teacher relayed
their experiences of negative encounters
with Westfield police officers.

Obviously, no resolution of particular
problems could be accomplished at such
an open forum. It is equally obvious that
we heard only one side of each story. But
it is painfully clear that there is a gap
between the police ideal of “protection
and service” and the perception that
some citizens are hassled and harassed
by police authorities.

Upon reflection, perhaps it should not
be such a surprise. There have been a
number of police-citizen controversies
in recent years, although they seem to be
centered in such large cities as New
York or Los Angeles.

The police are public servants paid
out of tax dollars to protect and serve all
members of the community. If, say, in
the name of protecting against vandal-
ism, police officers do not allow high
school students full participation in the
community, they are denying them their
due rights and privileges. Similarly, if
they do not deal courteously with all
citizens (of all ages and statuses), they
are neither serving nor protecting.

Whenever police officers fail to main-
tain the very highest standards, they
abuse their power and erode their au-
thority. It is worse for police officers to
violate the law (or even to be disrespect-
ful) than it is for ordinary citizens be-
cause the police are specially trained,
sworn and paid to enforce the law.

We all realize that police work is
dangerous, stressful and strenuous. That
is why police officers are specially trained
and given the right to be armed and to
make arrests. The danger and stress ac-
companying policing, however, can
never be an excuse for the misuse or
abuse of power. Such abuse would move
us toward a police state, and that is not
where we should be, nor, where we
would want to be.

I think the citizens and the police of
Westfield must take immediate steps to
address the problems expressed by stu-
dents, parents and teachers at the town
meeting last week. I would suggest mutual
recognition, by all parties, of the existence
of a problem as a necessary precondition.

Smaller meetings of police, students
and school and community leaders, then,
on neutral turf (i.e., not at the Police
Station) would be a good first step.

Robert J. Anderson
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Anderson is the
Director of General Education at The
College of New Jersey in Ewing.

Every year as Valentine’s Day ap-
proaches, I remind myself that this is the
perfect time to take the opportunity to
say “thank you” to all those wonderful
caring hearts out there in the Westfield
community who gave so generously over
this past holiday season.

Thanks to your kind efforts, hundreds
of Westfield men, women and children
were assisted in helping to make their
holidays so very bright and by restoring
their faith in our community through this
caring and sharing program.

So to all the service groups, schools,
churches and religious organizations,
social and civic group members, I thank
you. And to the private individuals and
families who donated to The Caring
Neighbor Fund, your donations will en-
able The Department of Human Ser-
vices to provide emergency assistance
throughout the year, not just at holiday
time.

I would also like to thank the Westfield
High School Key Club, St. Helen’s CCD
students, my children and their friends
for being “bell ringers” for this year’s
Salvation Army’s Kettle Drive. Ninety
percent of the money collected during

this drive stays here in the Westfield
Service Unit and increases our ability to
assist in times of need.

Again, a huge “thank you” from my
heart to yours!

Lillian Corsi
Director of Human Services

Town of Westfield

Town Meeting was Wrong Place
To Criticize Police, Reader Says

Last Wednesday an overview was
given of the “Survey Summary of Eighth
and 11th Grade Westfield Public School
Students” in Westfield High School. I
was disappointed that one parent criti-
cized the police officers about things a
long time ago. In my opinion, that is the
wrong place to comment about police
officers.

Second, that night was not the place to
attack the police department, but we
have, as parents, to ask the question of
our children and of the other parents —
what are we doing to take care of the
students who are feeling alone in the

class? That’s our responsibility.
We have to show to our children re-

spect for the police officers, teachers and
other adults. They care about us all. They
are human and not different from us.
They make mistakes and we do, too.
That means if you want to comment to a
man or woman about concerns, see him
or her and ask what you can do to help
him or her.

Please let us do things together in a
positive way by really taking care of
each other in our community.

Frank van Pijkeren
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
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