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Westfield Schools See $366,000 Jump in Aid;
SP-F District Gains $89,000 Over Last Year

Spaces Remain for Commuters
At New Mountainside Parking Lot

BOE  Reviews Budgets
Reveals State Aid Figures
By SONIA V. OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
again reviewed its preliminary bud-
get for the 2000-2001 school year
Tuesday night in preparation for pre-
sentation of the finished spending
plan for the county and the public.

It was announced that the
Mountainside school district received
$518,337 in state aid. Mountainside
was granted $11,774 through the
state’s Academic Achievement Award
Program for its success with the
GEPA (Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessment) test, Board President
Patricia Taeschler revealed.

“This is the first time we received
this award and we are very proud of
the students and the administration,”
Mrs. Taeschler announced.

The preliminary budget, presented
by interim Business Administrator
and Board Secretary Frances Tolley,
showed a 3 percent increase over last
year’s spending plan.

The figures, according to Mrs.
Tolley, are derived from a state man-
dated formula from the 1997 Ceifa
Law. The formula, based on the pre-
vious year’s budget, is added to a
figure known as “distance learning.”

She said the total is then multi-
plied by a flat-rate 3 percent, result-
ing in the new cap for the upcoming
school budget.

The new cap for the 2000-2001
school year is $9,019,948, according
to Mrs. Tolley.

The district’s hiring of three new
school teachers were included in the
budget figures. Deerfield School
added a fourth-grade teacher, a so-
cial science teacher and a science
teacher, according to Mrs. Taeschler’s
report.

“There are certain prices which
are fixed, such as teachers’ salaries,
benefits and the students going to
(Governor Livingston High School
in) Berkeley Heights,” remarked Dr.
Gerard Schaller, Chief School Ad-
ministrator.

“Where are our major priorities?
It’s a very awkward situation and it
gets tighter every year,” he said.

“The board is mindful of the tax-
payers while considering the cost of
educating our children,” Mrs.
Taeschler added.

On Monday, March 6, the budget
goes to the Union County

Superintendent’s office in Westfield.
On Tuesday, March 28, a public hear-
ing will be held on the spending plan,
which will go before the voters on
Tuesday, April 18.

During his report as Chief School
Administrator, Dr. Schaller relayed
information regarding the recently-
completed feasibility study that cov-
ered current and projected school
enrollments as well as analysis of
available space. He said enrollment
is 6 percent higher than last year.

Last year, the district hired the
Somerville-based architectural firm
Jordan & Peace to perform the study,
which focused on various avenues
for providing more space.

Among the options looked at by
the firm were consolidation or more
efficient use of available space and
whether the former Beechwood
School could be utilized to resolve
the space deficit.

The Beechwood building is cur-
rently being leased by the Morris-
Union Jointure Commission and the
Union County Education Services
Commission.

Dr. Schaller said the study showed
a few areas where space could be
utilized at Deerfield School without
disturbing areas such as the Music
Department.

The district is now looking to form
a volunteer Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee to review the findings of the
feasibility study and make recom-
mendations to the school board. The
board is hoping the proposed com-
mittee will attract a cross section of
the community, including parents and
non-parents, senior citizens and bor-
ough officials, among others.

“We are doing this because of the
small space, and the programs are
driving these changes to our school
and these are good initiatives,” Mrs.
Taeschler concluded.

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — The state Depart-
ment of Education two weeks ago
released record numbers for subsi-
dies to school districts. Governor
Christine Todd Whitman’s 2000-
2001 budget allocates $6.6 billion
for education, with an increase of
$466 million over last year.

Union County, according to a re-
port published in The Star-Ledger,
was the recipient of the largest sub-

sidy statewide.
Westfield schools received a 10

percent increase, going from
$3,661,780 in 1999-2000 to
$4,027,958 in 2000-2001. Summit, a
district with a similar makeup to
Westfield, received $1,995,639, for
an increase of 6.4 percent.

According to Robert Berman, Busi-
ness Administrator for the Westfield
Board of Education, the town is now
calculating what the increase in aid
will mean to the residents’ tax rate.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
received $88,978 in additional aid,
according to Anthony DelSordi, Busi-
ness Administrator for the Board of
Education. In 1999-2000 the schools
were awarded $3,544,556, and in
2000-2001 the schools can expect
$3,633,534.

However, Mr. DelSordi said, “The
state aid increase is not reflective of
the increased cost to the district.”

Mike Yaple, spokesman for the
New Jersey School Boards Associa-

tion (NJSBA), supported Mr.
DelSordi, noting that in towns like
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as well
as Westfield and Mountainside, based
on the formula used to calculate aid,
a school board gets seemingly penal-
ized if a town’s residents make a
good income.

Mr. Yaple said that the NJSBA
would like to see the state not factor
in income when calculating state aid
to school districts.

He also discussed Core Curricu-
lum Standards Aid, noting that towns
that are considered wealthy do not
receive this aid.

The Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation was awarded $518,337, ac-
cording to Frances Tolley, interim
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary for the board. This is a
“slight increase of $9,500” over the
current year’s $508,754. Ms. Tolley
noted that the district was awarded
funding from an academic achieve-
ment award program.

“We were given a reward of
$11,774,” she said.

Statewide, Mr. Yaple said, 345
school districts were awarded more
aid while 162 districts had their aid
decreased. Eighty-nine districts saw
their aid remain at the same level. Of
the 162 which decreased, just under
half went down because their enroll-
ment estimates had been high, there-
fore they had been over subsidized
this year, Mr. Yaple said.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Another dis-
cussion involving the new commuter
parking lot on the northeast corner of
Route 22 was held Tuesday evening
during the Mountainside Council’s

agenda setting meeting.
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti an-

nounced there would be no lottery for
disbursement of spaces in the lot be-
cause only 38 people applied for per-
mits. There are 42 spaces available
and, so far, all those who have applied
for permits have received them.

The Mayor noted that while the dead-
line for applications was February 1,
that date would be extended to March 1
because six spaces are still available.
Resident permits are $90 per quarter.

It was also announced that when
the spaces are filled, a waiting list
would be started.

It was previously reported in The
Westfield Leader and The Times that
a lottery system would be conducted
for distribution of parking spaces
should the need arise.

It has also been reported that if the
remaining spots are not filled by
Mountainside residents, parking
would be available for non-residents
on a first-come, first-served monthly

basis of $40.
In other business, “Identity Aware-

ness Day” will be held at
Mountainside Borough Hall on
Wednesday, February 16, at 2 p.m.

According to Acting Administrator
and Police Chief James Debbie, the
seminar was planned in conjunction
with National Consumer Protection
week, which is February 14 to 20.

New Jersey Postal Inspectors and
Mountainside police detectives have
joined forces to present a program to
“educate and protect” local consum-
ers about identity theft.

According to Chief Debbie, this
type of theft claims an estimated
400,000 new victims per year.

Chief Debbie also noted that dur-
ing the seminar, the latest criminal
trends will be discussed and the pub-
lic will be invited to ask questions.

A video will be shown and litera-
ture will be dispersed on how you
can protect yourself from becoming
a victim of identity theft.

Scotch Plains Dems
Elect Officer Slate

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Democratic Club elected its
officer slate for the year.

The following officers were
elected: David Littman, President;
Ken Lipstein, First Vice President;
Vivian Hsu, Second Vice President;
Harold Burwell, Third Vice Presi-
dent; Joyce Festa, Secretary; Peggy
Hoff, Assistant Secretary; Gene
Leporiere, Treasurer; and Walter
Chinoy, Sergeant-at-Arms. Philip
Wiener, Dick Samuel and Lou
Beckerman were elected as Trustees
of the Club.

The Scotch Plains Democratic
Club meets the fourth Wednesday of
the month at the United National
Bank in Fanwood at 8 p.m.

For more information about their
programs or for membership infor-
mation, please contact Mr. Littman
at (908) 754-7575.
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