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Arts & Entertainment
A Rose By
Anyother
Name...

A HOW-TO-GUIDE
FOR PICKING

ROSES FOR V-DAY
They are the classic

Valentine’s Day dilemmas.
Chris wants to buy Jen some
flowers to express his un-
dying love. Jen wants to buy
a rose for her mom to show
her appreciation. But, what
kind of roses should Jen
send to Chris if she just
wants to be friends? It’s all
so confusing!

Here is a helpful guide to
outline the right roses for
the perfect occasion or
emotions you are trying to
convey. Good Luck!

Red Roses:
Red Roses are known to

demonstrate passionate
love or respect for a loved
one.

Yellow Roses:
This variety isn’t just re-

served for Texans! Yellow
roses are the best buy for
conveying joy and enthusi-
asm toward a loved one or
friend.

White Roses:
Symbolic of purity and in-

nocence, white roses illus-
trate enthusiasm for a blos-
soming love interest.

Pink Roses:
Looking for the perfect

way to say thank you and
show your appreciation for
someone? Pink roses are
the best way to do it!

Light Pink Roses:
Although not an ideal

flower for Valentine’s Day,
the meaning behind a light
pink rose is to convey sym-
pathy or to console a loved
one.

Coral, Orange Roses:
Desire and passion are

usually best expressed by
these flaming orange or
coral beauties.

Pale Colored Roses:
Trying to find the rose

that says, “Thank you for
being my friend?” Roses in
the pale colored tones are
ideal.

Two Roses United:
Wrapping two roses to-

gether has a hidden mes-
sage worth paying atten-
tion to: it’s time to get en-
gaged!

ARTIST OF THE WEEK

“The First Kiss,” (1873) by
Adolphe-William Bouguereau

Adophe-William
Bouguereau
(1825-1905)

Pen and Ink
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Me and one of the great loves of
my life, my father.

Valentine�s Day
And It�s Origin

The great “heart day” originated
from the ancient Roman feast,
“Lupercalia,” for the god
Lupercus who was honored on
Feb. 15. A custom associated with
the celebration included men
drawing names of young girls from
a jar. That name would be the boy’s
girlfriend for the year. Thus, the
origin of Valentine’s Day.

Another legend reports that a
priest named Valentine lived in
the Roman Empire around the
3rd century A.D. A decree which
ordered soldiers from getting
married so they could better con-
centrate on battle was not popu-
lar with the men. Therefore, Val-
entine decided to secretly marry
the men to their beloved in defi-
ance of Claudius II, the Roman
Emperor.

When Claudius discovered the
news, Valentine was sentenced to
death and beheaded.

Angels are among us – in galler-
ies, murals, poster prints and
Valentine’s Day cards. But, few art-
ists depicted their softness, inno-
cence and childlike sweetness bet-
ter than French painter William-
Adophe Bouguereau.

With profound tenderness and
passion, Bouguereau depicted chil-
dren and domestic scenes such as
the angels pictured above. He im-
mersed himself in studying classi-
cal sculpture and painting, con-
stantly drafting thumbnail
sketches before perfecting the ac-
tual artwork.

Bouguereau was so industrious
and passionate about his work,
that he put himself through the
Ecole des Beaux Arts, working
under the influence of another
renowned painter, Picot.

“Each day, I go to my studio full
of joy; in the evening when obliged
to stop because of darkness I can
scarcely wait for the morning to
come,” Bouguereau once confided.
“My work is not only a pleasure in
life, it has become a necessity. No
matter how many other things I
have in my life, if I cannot give
myself to my dear painting, I am
miserable.”

Laughter Is Best Medicine
With Legendary Musician,
Livingston Taylor at WHS
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The Official Where To-How To
Guide For Local Valentine Adventures

Raspberry White Chocolate Mousse
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen raspberries 6 oz. white baking chocolate
2 tbs. sugar 1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 tbs. orange juice concentrate 1/4 c. chocolate chips
2 cups whipping cream 1 tsp. vegetable oil

Blend raspberries, sugar, and concentrate in blender until smooth.
Press through a sieve, discarding raspberry seeds. Refrigerate. In a
saucepan over low heat, cook and stir whipping cream and white
chocolate until melted. Add vanilla. Transfer to mixing bowl. Cover
and refrigerate for six hours or until thickened. Beat creamed
mixture on high until fluffy. Right before serving, melt chocolate
chips and oil in pan. Spoon 2 tablespoons of the raspberry sauce on
each plate. Spoon or pipe 1/2 c. of the chocolate mousse over the
sauce and drizzle witih melted chocolate chip sauce. Serves 8.

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Top Romantic Movies
Bring a Kleenex or snuggle

with a loved one. Here’s a top
10 guide to the best romantic
movies:

1 - Titanic
2 - When Harry Met Sally
3 - The Way We Were
4 - Ghost
5 - Casablanca
6 - An Affair to Remember
7 - Only You
8 - While You Were Sleeping
9 - Shakespeare in Love
10 -Sleepless in Seattle

Valentine’s Day Gives Us Opportunities
To Recall the Great Loves of Our Lives
Who are the great loves of

your life? No, I don’t mean the
ex-boyfriends or girlfriends
you’ve left behind. I’m refer-
ring to the non-romantic
people who made such indel-
ible impressions on your heart
that they can never be re-
placed. Maybe it was your
mother and that time she

bought you ice cream after the
school play. Perhaps it was
your cousin who helped you
understand there were other
fish in the sea after your first
heartbreak. Or, maybe it was
your brother who helped show
you the ropes when you started
freshman year at his high school.
Valentine’s Day is the ideal time
to take personal inventory of
the individuals who have im-
pacted our lives with such irre-
placeable love that we will al-
ways be indebted to them.

On Valentine’s Day in eighth
grade, I had the misfortune of
getting braces. Now, I knew I
would never magnetize my
then-crush, Mark, with this
metal artwork framing my face.
When I came home from school,
my grandfather had hand-
painted a giant heart with
“Happy Valentine’s Day,
Michelle” in white paint callig-
raphy. Days later, he taught me
how to pen calligraphy and
helped reinforce my interest in
art. My grandfather – one of the
great loves of my life.

On Valentine’s Day in high
school, the cheerleaders strolled
down the hallways with bou-
quets of carnations from a carna-

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Sometimes, the most
ideal romantic places to spend
time with your beloved are right in
your own backyard.

Whether you are spending the
evening with a lifelong sweetheart
or a blossoming love-to-be, the
activities listed below are certainly
adventurous possibilities for
Valentine’s Day or any other up-
coming occasion.

The Stroll
• Bundle up in scarves, hats,

mittens and warm jackets before
filling up a giant Thermos for two
with hot cocoa for a leisurely stroll
around picturesque Mindowaskin
Park. It’s time for a little cuddling!

When You Care Enough
To Send the Very Best

• Don’t forget to purchase that
special card that conveys just what
you’re trying to say at Lancasters
Ltd. in Westfield or Irma’s Hall-
mark in Fanwood.

*Finding a memory book or
photo album to keep romantic
shots of you and your sweetie is
also a possibility at these specialty
stores.

Walking Down the Aisle?
• Is the relationship getting seri-

ous? Stop by Beautiful Things in
Scotch Plains for a handcrafted
piece of jewelry or a keepsake that
fits your loved one to a T. Jewelry
craftsman E. Austin Goodwin col-
laborates with couples who de-
scribe the design they envision for
wedding bands. For more infor-
mation, please call Beautiful Things
at (908) 322-1817.

Rekindle Your Spirits
• Do you and your honey need

some replenishing? Take your
weary souls and selves over to
Rejuvenations in Mountainside or
Martin Richard Salon in Westfield
for a day of pampering facials,
treatments and pleasures. Both of

you are sure to feel renewed and
glowing. For more information,
please call Rejuvenations at (908)
232-1067 or Martin Richard Salon
at (908) 654-4849.

Break the Ice
• Is your relationship on thin

ice? Well, we hope not! But, if you
feel like taking to the rink, get
ready to lace up those skates and
show off your figure 8 at South
Mountain Arena in South Orange
or Warinanco Park in Roselle. For
more information, please call South
Mountain Arena at (973) 731-3828
or Warinanco Park at (908) 298-
7850.

Make Beautiful Music
Together

· Beautiful melodies will reso-
nate from the walls of the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway as

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Wearing a dark
sweater vest with a bright red rad-
ish, musician Livingston Taylor ap-
peared on the stage of Westfield
High School auditorium last Satur-
day evening like a seasoned story-
teller. Armed with his guitar and a
goofy grin, Taylor
looked out to the
crowded audience and
confided with senti-
ment, “It’s great to be
back with all of you.”

The response was an
outbreak of applause,
which continued
throughout the
Westfield Jaycees-
sponsored event. But,
nothing was louder and
more widespread than
the laughter trailing
Taylor’s lyrics and an-
ecdotes. He shared
with his audience like
a friend coming back
to catch up on old
times.

The North Carolina
native kept the crowd’s
mood in high spirits
with his easy-going
tune, “Life Is Good”
and the poignant “I
Must Be Doing Some-
thing Right,” while in-
terjecting stories about his child-
hood and recent concerts.

While taking his talents to the
keyboard, Taylor mused about re-
cent cameo appearances he made
for corporate events. “I was grateful
for the work and the people were
wonderful,” he recalled, later add-
ing that it was even better to be in
Westfield.

“Bluer Than Blue” and “The More
I See You” kept the auditorium,
which was approximately two-
thirds full, attentive and reflecting.
His voice, rich and velvety, made
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Taylor’s performance just as memo-
rable as the last Jaycees concert
with Roger McGuinn of the Byrds
in 1999. If not, more.

Scotch Plains art teacher Paul
Greiza tried to accompany Taylor
in a rendition of “City Lights” when
Taylor performed in Westfield 2 ½

years ago at the same venue. When
the musician informed Mr. Greiza
that the job was already taken, he
promised himself that he would try
again someday.

Saturday night, Mr. Greiza got his
chance. Although he arrived at the
concert a little late, while purchas-
ing his tickets, he spotted Taylor
standing in the corner of the lobby
and asked him if he needed some-
one to pitch in on “City Lights.”

“Paul, you’re my man,” Taylor
told him.

“It was being at the right place at
the right time,” Mr. Greiza told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.
“I’ve never seen anyone handle a
crowd like he does.”

The harmonies that emanated

Mindowaskin Park

Rialto Theatre

the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra takes to the stage two days
before Valentine’s Day for “The


