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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

FREE...
     Home
  Buyer
Seminar...

Don�t buy a home without attending this program!
At this seminar you will learn...

� if now is the time to buy a home
� who should not buy a home
� how to buy with little or no money down
� which mortgage is best - fixed or variable rate
� the pros and cons of new construction vs. resale
� what to know before you look at houses
� what to do if you want to buy a home and have a home to sell
� how to get your best buy in today�s market
� plus MORE!

Date: February 19, 2000
Time: 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
Place: Scotch Plains Public Library
         1927 Bartle Avenue
Call: (800) 475-1515 To Register

Seating is limited!Presented by
Kim Marks

(908) 322-5454 Ext. 17
              Sponsored By:

Summit Home Team Experienced ERA Queen City Realty
Bank Inspection Attorneys & 310 Park Ave, Scotch Plains

Service Title Company (908) 322-5454

cold toes

warm nose

spring

113 S. Livingston Ave, Livingston
5 minutes down the road from the Short Hills Mall

973-716-0448

Hair
Styling &
Coloring

Manicures
&

Pedicures

Facials Massage

Make Their Heart Skip A Beat
With A Special Valentine Gift Certificate

Beauty Packages Available to Pamper Him or Her
  

Receive a Lady Love Bug with Every Gift Certificate
  

Gift Items for Everyone

Flip 10 ~ Dramatix
Full Serivce Salon

393 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains • 908-322-8900

Cheri  Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
MEET THE MAYORS...Westfield Thomas C. Jardim, left,  gets a supportive
handshake from Woodbridge Mayor and 1997 Democratic Party Gubernato-
rial candidate, James McGreevey, during a fundraiser Sunday for Mayor
Jardim at Raagini Restaurant in Mountainside. Mayor Jardim is seeking a
third, two-year term.

Fellow Dems Turn Out in Support
Of Mr. Jardim’s Bid for Re-election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Democrats from
Westfield, Union County and around
the state gathered Sunday at Raagini
Restaurant in Mountainside at a $75
per person fundraiser for Mayor Tho-
mas C. Jardim in his reelection ef-
fort for a third term.

Mayor Jardim was first elected in
1996 along with John J. Walsh and
Lawrence A. Goldman, for the Third
and Fourth Ward seats on the Town
Council, respectively.

The three were reelected in 1998.
Mr. Walsh resigned last month, cit-
ing family and business obligations.

Woodbridge Mayor James
McGreevey, the 1998 Democratic Gu-
bernatorial nominee, told Mayor

Jardim’s supporters that the Mayor is
seen as “someone who serves as a
benchmark for municipal leadership.”

He said under the Mayor’s leader-
ship, Westfield has maintained a
stabilized property tax rate which
has been accomplished through
“sensible planning” and “a clear
vision” for the town’s future.

He also cited Westfield’s ongoing
revitalization efforts in its business
district. Mr. McGreevey said the
key to success in the downtown is
that the town’s leaders have “a blue
print” for the long-term future of
the downtown.

He called Mayor Jardim “an ethi-
cal, hardworking individual” who
has a “vision” for the town and who
has served with “distinction, honor

and integrity.”
Mr. McGreevey also noted that

Mayor Jardim has “consistently
made an immeasurable contribu-
tion” to the New Jersey Conference
of Mayors. The group, of which Mr.
McGreevey serves as Vice Chair-
man, looks closely at how to im-
prove municipal services such as
sanitation, public works and snow
removal services; furthering eco-
nomic development in municipali-
ties and providing stable property
tax rates.

During his comments, Mayor
Jardim said town residents have
grown to “trust” Democrats on the
council and in the party’s organiza-
tion on issues such as stabilizing
property taxes, revitalizing certain
neighborhoods in town, providing a
quality housing stock for all income
levels in town, as well as finding a
solution to the downtown parking
problem.

“If we don’t step up to the plate
for the people of Westfield to move
the town forward and to keep
progress going in the town, whom
will it be left with?,” he said of
Democrats now serving in elected
office or on town committees and
boards.

Among those attending the event
were Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict Candidates Maryanne S.
Connelly, former Fanwood mayor,
and Michael J. Lapolla of Westfield,
Union County Manager; Scotch
Plains Councilwoman Geri Samuel,
Mr. Goldman, Westfield First Ward
Councilman Carl A. Salisbury and
Third Ward Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz, Union County Free-
holder Mary Ruotolo and County
Counsel Carol Cohen, both of
Westfield.

Parking Deck and Public Safety Issues Among
Top Priorities for  Westfield Council in 2000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Building a
downtown parking deck and revamp-
ing existing municipal lots, estab-
lishing shared service agreements
with surrounding towns and devel-
oping a plan to honor veterans on
street signs are among a list of goals
for the Westfield Town Council this
year.

Among other noteworthy objec-
tives discussed at Tuesday’s council
meeting was Third Ward Council-
man Neil F. Sullivan’s recommen-
dation that the town look at building
a bubble-type facility to enclose the
Westfield Community Pool to en-
able it to be used during the winter
season.

He later told The Westfield Leader
that an area high school has had
success with a similar facility and
that this proposal could fit into the
current plans to expand the pool
complex.

In terms of the signs to honor
fallen veterans, as recommended by
Third Ward Councilwoman Claire
Lazarowitz, Mr. Sullivan, who made
a similar proposal, said he believes
this project falls within the scope of
a nationwide Millennium project
being sponsored by the White House.

Mr. Sullivan said he would like to
see the town begin a multi-year plan
to incorporate Gold Stars with the
fallen veterans’ names atop street
signs for every soldier who served
from Westfield during the 20th cen-
tury.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A Goldman said the town
needs to look at replacing all resi-
dential street signs in the town. The
new Gold Star signs, he explained,
could be accomplished as part of

this project.
Mr. Goldman, however, said the

top agenda item this year must be
building a parking deck.

“That should be the primary fo-
cus of this council this year,” he told
his colleagues.

The redevelopment of Central
Avenue and surrounding neighbor-
hoods on the south side was also
highlighted by council members. In
this regard, Ms. Lazarowitz said
low- to moderate-income housing
should by considered.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury recommended that the
council work to achieve a $360,000
reduction in this year’s budget over
the 1999 spending plan. The coun-
cil will begin budget discussions
with department heads tonight, Feb-
ruary 10.

Second Ward Councilman Mat-
thew P. Albano said he would like
the governing body to amend the
town’s new residential sidewalk re-
placement program so that walk-
ways that are deemed a public safety
danger are given top priority. Cur-
rently, names are placed on a list as
requests are made.

The town will pick up 50 percent
of the cost of the repairs, with resi-
dents assuming the balance. The
program, approved last year by the
council, is set to begin this spring.
Traffic calming and placement of
flashing traffic signals on West
Broad Street near McKinley El-
ementary School were also listed as
priorities.

Among Mayor Jardim’s goals for
2000 are looking into fluoridating
the town’s water supply by working
with surrounding towns and
Elizabethtown Water Company,
which is the town’s water supplier,

and implementing an integrated pest
management (IPM) program. IPM
is a policy that would encourage the
use of non-chemical pesticides in
town.

The Mayor has also proposed de-
velopment of a program called
“Community 2000,” which would
focus on creating stronger ties within
the Westfield community.

In other business, a representative
of Metricom Inc., approached the
council with a request to place trans-
mitters atop light poles in town for
high speed mobile Internet access.

Florence Lotrowski of Metricom
said the company, based in Harrison,
wants to install 36 to 45 radio trans-
mitters atop light poles in the town,
at a density of six to eight per square
mile. The service provides Internet
access at a speed of 128 kilobits per
second.

She said the service would enable
Westfield citizens, police and busi-
nesses to access the Internet through
wireless technology. The service
would facilitate access in a car or
while outside.

Currently, Internet access is only
available locally by dialing up on a
phone line or through a cable mo-
dem at a speed of around 28 to 56
kilobits per second. Through a
monthly subscription cost, a person
could opt for the service, thus elimi-
nating the need for a second phone
line.

Metricom, however, has to gain
approval from Westfield before the
units, manufactured by Ricochet,
are installed.

The receivers themselves attach
onto the back of laptop computers
to provide mobile Internet access.

The company has offered
Westfield six free subscriptions to
the town for mobile service pro-
vided by MCI Worldcom. The bulk
of the subscriptions would be of-
fered to the police department.

Currently, Ms. Lotrowski said, the
service is offered at $30 per month.
She said, however, that the current
rate is for a slower Internet connec-
tion speed. Thus, once the high speed
connections are established, the cost
is likely to increase.

In an e-mail copied to Mayor
Jardim and council members,
Westfield Police Lieutenant John
M. Parizeau called the offer “en-
tirely inadequate.”

He said that while the department
currently has no use for the service,
the police will need such a service
in the future, as they currently only
have one patrol car equipped with a
mobile-data terminal supplied by
Union County.

The county has informed the town
that they will soon discontinue that
service.


