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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Tom Kean Jr. Kicks-Off Campaign
For GOP Nomination for Congress

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — After several
months of speculation, Tom Kean Jr.,
31, the son of New Jersey’s 48th Gov-
ernor, made it official by jumping into
the crowded Republican campaign field
for the Seventh District seat in the
House of Representatives. The kick-
off also served as a fundraiser of $500
or $100, based on whether those present
attended a VIP reception or the general
reception.

The candidate, who recently moved
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FAMILY AFFAIR...Tom Kean Jr. poses with wife, Rhonda, and their year-old
daughter, Elizabeth, prior to Mr. Kean’s formal announcement last Thursday
at The Westwood in Garwood that he will be pursuing the Seventh District
Congressional seat currently held by Bob Franks.
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LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON...Tom Kean Jr. formally announces to the gathered crowd at The Westwood in Garwood that
he will be formally seeking to win the Seventh District’s Congressional seat. At right is the candidate’s father, former
Governor Thomas H. Kean, who introduced his son to supporters.

to Westfield from Cambridge, Mass.,
where he was completing his doctorate
at The Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University in
Medford, was introduced by his father,
former two-term Governor Thomas H.
Kean. The senior Kean, who ran un-
successfully for Congress in 1974,
served as state Assembly Speaker prior
to being elected Governor in 1981 in a
tight race to then Congressman Jim
Florio. Governor Kean was re-elected
in a landslide victory over former As-

semblyman Peter Shapiro in 1985.
Governor Kean told those in atten-

dance that Washington is not held in
great esteem these days, with members
of President Bill Clinton’s administra-
tion and Congress having lost the re-
spect of the public.

“So it is important to get people who
are decent and who want to go down (to
Capitol Hill) and do the right thing,”
Governor Kean said.

Tom Kean Jr.’s background includes
working as a legislation aide with Con-
gressman Bob Frank’s in Washington

where he did “much of the spade work”
on issues ranging from the dredging of
the Ports of Newark and Elizabeth to
initiating the first Congressional pro-
gram to teach the causes and lessons of
the Holocaust to high school students.

He worked at British Petroleum
Greece as a summer associate in 1996.
From 1991-1993 he was assistant to
the Assistant Administrator of the
United States Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Office of Preven-
tion, Pesticides and Toxic Substances.

“(After he had completed his doctor-
ate dissertation) he could have done
anything. Any number of corporations
would have offered him six figure sala-
ries,” Governor Kean told the crowd.

Recalling when Tom Jr. called him
to discuss his being asked to run for the
House, Governor Kean stated, “He said
to me, ‘But dad, in the end I’ve always
wanted public service. That’s what I
really wanted do with my life.’”

“That’s the reason this guy wants to
run. And that’s the reason that I am a
very proud father,” Governor Kean
stated.

Before a small gathering at the
Westwood in Garwood, the candidate
told supporters that, “I am the Repub-
lican most able to win. Some think I am
the only Republican who can win.” Mr.
Kean is one of seven Republicans seek-
ing the party’s nomination. A recent
poll conducted by his campaign placed
him way ahead of his GOP opposition
for the GOP nomination. In a race
against Maryanne S. Connelly, one of
four Democrats seeking the seat, he
was ahead 27 to 23 percent with 49
percent of poll participants undecided
on the election.

The candidate, who was joined by
his wife, Rhonda, and his 1-year-old
daughter, Elizabeth, promised to “build
on the foundation” laid by Congress-
man Franks and Matthew Rinaldo.

He added that Democrats, both lo-
cally and nationally, feel that they can
win the seat. Democrats need only to
gain six seats to take back the majority
of the House after six years under Re-
publican leadership.

Mr. Kean said the next Congress-
man from this district “must forge coa-
litions with people from other regions
who do not understand our problems.”

“He (the new Representative) will
have to demonstrate to bureaucrats and
legislators alike the interconnection
between a clean environment and a
strong business climate,” he said.

“As people examine the records of
the candidates, they will find that I am
the only person running who has had
hands-on experience both at the Con-

gressional level and at a federal agency
working on problems this district faces,”
Mr. Kean stated.

The candidate noted his community
involvement as a volunteer fireman and
trained Emergency Medical Techni-
cian (EMT). He was Vice President
and Director of the Hyattsville Volun-
teer Department in Maryland. He over-
saw a $340,000 annual budget and a
70-member department.

“I have learned the importance of
teamwork. I have learned to distin-
guish between the trivial and the im-
portant. There is too little of this spirit
in the House of Representatives right
now, and for that matter in our federal
government in general. Too much time
is spent on the trivial and too little on
the important.

“In short, I am running for this seat
because I know I am better able to
improve the quality of life for the people
of the Seventh District than anyone
else in the race,” he told supporters.

Among areas he said he would ad-
dress, if elected, are “some form of tax
cut,” revision of the federal tax code to
make it “fairer and flatter,” elimination
of the inheritance tax and marriage
penalty, balancing the federal budget
and holding down spending.

“The key to continued prosperity for
all Americans is assuring that our na-
tion maintains its competitive edge in
an ever expanding global economy.
That will require a workforce that is
second to none in the level of education
and training,” he said.

Mr. Kean said this can be accom-
plished by “holding students and teach-
ers to the highest standards” and pro-
viding America’s workforce with
“ample opportunities for training and
retraining.” He said Congress should
push for a partnership between high

technology companies and universi-
ties as raised by Governor Christine
Todd Whitman in her State of State
address.

He noted the importance of restoring
the strength of the U.S. military forces.

“Morale is down. Recruitment and
retention need to be enhanced. No per-
son charged with protecting the lives of
other Americans should have to go on
food stamps,” Mr. Kean explained.

Mr. Kean said it is important that
people continue to stay active in public
affairs.

“If people cease participating, spe-
cial interests and excessive partisan-
ship take over,” he said.

In what may be a theme of the cam-
paign, former long-time campaign aid
to Governor Kean, Anthony S.
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