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GUTSY WRESTLING BY M. LOEWINGER, COUSAR, LOOMIS INSURE VICTORY

Raider Matmen Survive Heart Thumper;
Preserve Win With Fall at Heavyweight

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Cardiac kids!” bellowed Raider
Assistant Coach Dave Bello after
freshman heavyweight Matt Loomis
recorded a fall in the waning seconds
to give the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team a, 36-
25, victory over the Minutemen from
Elizabeth in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 26. Gutsy wrestling on the part of
senior Mike Loewinger and a “must
get” pin from junior Gary Cousar
also proved to be crucial.

Raider sophomore Matt DeNichilo
had his hands full with talented Amin

Queen at 103, losing 7-3, then Dave
Loewinger at 112 was stunned, 12-7,
by Will Banks as the Minutemen
took a 6-0 lead. But Raider Pat Romeo
received a forfeit at 119 to tie the
team score.

Wrestling up a weight, Mike
Loewinger continued his inspiring
wrestling with a 7-3 victory over Lonza

Halsey at 125. But, it was not easy! The
muscular Halsey did some tossing in
the first period and recorded a
takedown. But Loewinger persevered
and escaped before the end of the
period, yielded an escape early in the
second, then took down the tiring
Halsey to knot the score, 3-3. With a
“never give up” attitude, Loewinger
added an escape, a takedown and a
penalty point in the third.

“I think that I have come into my
time. I’m a senior. I have worked out
over the summer and I think that this
is my year,” commented Loewinger.

“When he left me up in the first
period, I knew that he wasn’t confi-
dent of holding me,” said Loewinger
of Halsey. “And then, I was pretty sure
that I could wear him out and win.”

Also wrestling up a weight, sopho-
more Lucas Francavilla continued to
be impressive, recording two
takedowns and an escape to defeat
Bob Ward, 5-2, and to increase the
Raiders’ lead to 12-6.

“Lately, we have had to make
lineup moves and having to bump up
a weight isn’t always easy, but our

DECAMPO, ‘LEO’,  VILLANE,  WILLIAMS REAP WINS

Farmers Harvest, 58-24, Win
Over Blue Devil Wrestlers
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Good things were seen; however,
more was needed as the Westfield
High School wrestling team was out-
pointed by the Union Farmers, 58-
24, in Westfield on January 28. The
good things came in the names of Joe
DeCampo, John Leonardis, Jim
Villane and Brian Williams as each

seized impressive victories.
DeCampo displayed his awareness

and quick thinking against Jim Glenn
as he recorded a first-period fall in
1:20. Glenn shot for the takedown, but
DeCampo sensed Glenn to be off bal-
ance, then swiftly turned him using a
double-grapevine step over maneuver.

“Joe has been doing a nice job at
getting us started,” said Blue Devil

Head Coach Glen Kurz. “He has
been working very hard all year.”

As had been throughout the sea-
son, however, the Blue Devils had to
yield forfeits. This time, five (30
points) were ceded. But after the
Devils forfeited the 112 class,
Leonardis put the Blue Devils in
front, 12-6, after clamping Paul
Maffei in 5:01 at 119. Leonardis hit
a double-leg takedown, then Maffei
escaped. In the second period, Maffei
got the takedown, but Leonardis es-
caped to tie the score, 3-3. Late in the
third period, Leonardis went for the
gusto, scooped Maffei in a standing
cradle, then rocked him goodnight.

“I had a feeling that this would be
the match to get John (Leonardis)
back on track,” commented Kurz.
“Last year this kid was seeded third
in the counties when John came in
with only a 2-2 record. John beat
him. I was very sure that Maffei was
going to come out strong. John did a
great high crouch and went straight
to a cradle to put him away.”

Back in the lineup was Villane at
140, and despite a little wildness, he
subdued Mike Picciuto in 2:40. No
doubt, however, Villane was raring
to go as he immediately dropped
Picciuto with a takedown, then turned
him for a two-point nearfall. Picciuto
temporarily broke free, but Villane
quickly seized him and turned him
once again with a half nelson, but the
buzzer spared Picciuto. Not to worry,
Villane entangled Picciuto in an un-
usual half nelson and put him away
early in the second.

“He did some nice things out there
after not wrestling for a while,” said
Kurz. “He’s always aggressive.”

Leading just, 22-18, the Farmers
put the match out of reach by record-
ing falls at 145 and 152, then accept-
ing three-straight forfeits.

Williams, who has wrestled only
four matches this season due to an
injury, spent little time on the mat
and terminated Andrew Gaspar in
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guys have not complained,” said
Raider Head Coach Mike Artigliere.
“Our guys are committed to the team
and Mike came up with a real good
win. He has been wrestling real well
and Lucas bumped up and came
through again.”

Although never giving up, A. J.
Romeo at 135 dropped a 6-3 decision
to a determined Minuteman Jamar
Walker. Speaking of not giving up,
Raider Charles Lee and Minuteman
Derrick Davis amassed a total of 24
points in their 140 lb. bout with
Davis prevailing, 16-8.

Down 13-12, the Raiders regained
the lead when Pete Civins made good
use of an arm bar and a half nelson to
stop Amar Karim in :59 at 145. Senior
Mike Grabel boosted his record to 10-

1 and the team score to 24-13 with a
2:40 fall over Elija Jean-Lewis at 160.
After scoring a takedown and a two-
point nearfall, Grabel used an old
fashioned and punishing arm bar and
half nelson to crumble Jean-Lewis.

After the Raiders yielded a fall at
171, Cousar jogged to the mat at 189
and initiated the first of a major

series of pulsating heart thumps.
Expecting and needing a fall, Cousar
slipped under opponent Akim Jack-
son but temporarily got caught on his
back. Thump, thump, thump!
Cousar’s adrenaline rose and he
swiftly reversed the tables and pinned
Jackson in 1:47.

“I got caught on a bad shot and he
rolled me,” commented Cousar. “We
needed a pin. I got out and rolled him.”

“He just got sloppy and that made
me real nervous,” expressed Artigliere.
“I knew going into his match, we
were looking for six points.”

Next, the Minutemen’s premier
wrestler Ismael Medley received a
forfeit at 215 to narrow the team
score to 30-25.

Don Bosco Ironmen Chill
Blue Devil Icemen, 12-5

By RYAN BURKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team took a hard loss at their
home rink at Warinanco Park on
January 26. The Blue Devils squared
off against the 19th-ranked team in
the state, the Don Bosco Ironmen, to
whom they narrowly lost previously

by one point.
Much was expected of the Blue

Devils after a short winning streak
and a close loss to Montclair in the
weeks before. However, between
mid-terms and the recent snow storm,
a win was not to be for the Devils as
the Ironmen produced a crushing,
12-5, win.

Hopes were up and spirits were
high going into the first period but the
mood slowly withered as the Ironmen
cranked out goal after goal about
every two minutes. Don Bosco came
out strong wielding excellent team-
work, sharp passing, and many shots
on goal. It was all the Devil’s defense
could do to repel the thundering bar-
rage. By the end of the first period the
score was a devastating, 7-0.

Four minutes into the second pe-
riod Blue Devil forward Neil
Ciemniecki took charge and scored
his second varsity goal. Even that did

not seem to wake the slumbering
Devils as the iron fisted Ironmen con-
tinued to bring the heat for another six
minutes, scoring three more goals.

With the score 10-1, Westfield was
in an awkward position. One more
goal for the Ironmen and the game
could be over. This was the spark that
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BURWELL SINKS 14, FEELEY HITS 10

Blue Knight Boys Jolt
Raider Cagers, 47-38

A few mental lapses in the first
half compounded with an offensive
drought in the second half placed the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team on the short
side of a 47-38 score against visiting
Irvington on January 27. Raider se-
nior Harold Burwell led all scoring
with 14 points.

Burwell, however, was also a vic-
tim of the second-half scoring drought
as he netted 10 of his points in the
first half. Junior Andy Feeley also
starved in the second half as he sank
eight of his 10 points in the first half.

The first quarter was deceptive. Af-
ter the Blue Knights scored first, the
Raiders poured it on strong and ran off
seven-straight points. Burwell hit a
jumper. Mike Jackson hit a jumper,
then made the free throw after being
fouled. Feeley then made the score 7-
2 with a lay-up. Moments later, Feeley
hit two free throws and Burwell sank a
center jumper as the Raiders appeared
to be pulling away with an 11-4 lead.
However, the Raiders’ defense lapsed
and the Blue Knights rolled off nine-
straight points to take a 13-11 lead into

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR THE BASKETBALL…Raiders Mike Jackson, No. 4, and Steve Williams, No. 23, mix it up with
some Blue Knights to gain possession of the ball. Irvington defeated the Raiders, 47-38.

DEVIL AGAINST IRONMAN…Blue Devil Dave Strassberg, No. 25, takes on
a Don Bosco Ironman in a struggle for the puck.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PREDICTING THAT THE END IS NEAR…The end is definitely near for Minuteman Elija Jean-Lewis as Raider 160-
pounder Mike Grabel, left, has him tightly clenched. Grabel pinned Jean-Lewis in 2:40. Grabel upped his record to 10-
1 and the Raiders defeated the Minutemen, 36-25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
UNUSUAL CONTROL…Blue Devil Jim Villane at 140, right, reaches for a
wrist while attempting to yank Farmer Mike Picciuto to the mat.


