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Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco

Mayor Jardim Looks Back Fondly On Past Four Years
Of Serving As Westfield’s Highest Elected Official
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

After four years as Westfield’s chief
elected official, Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim will step down from the post
at the start of the new year.

In 1996, Mr. Jardim became the
first Democrat to be elected Mayor
since 1909. He was reelected in a
landslide victory in 1998, a victory
in which he captured all of the town’s
25 voting districts.

The Mayor noted that he felt a few
members of the Town Council had a
problem with his legitimacy as mayor
from day one. “There are certain
members on the council and out there
in the public that thought my elec-
tion was a fluke.” Despite that he
believes the council accomplished a
lot over the past few years.

Mayor Jardim, the father of two
daughters born during his tenure as
Mayor, was cited by his council col-
leagues during his final council meet-
ing on December 19 for outreach efforts
to promote the interests of Westfield
highlighted by the walking tours he
initiated a few years ago to meet with
residents about their concerns.

The Mayor was credited for his
efforts to improve the commute for
Westfielders and others to New York
City through the creation of the
Raritan Line Coalition. His initial
goal was to provide a one-seat ride
into Manhattan on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Line. Currently, commuters
must switch to Path trains upon ar-
rival at Newark’s Penn Station.

Looking back on his tenure and
the Mayoral and council appoint-
ment process, Mayor Jardim said
Westfield is now “more accessible;
more open” for residents to partici-
pate on municipal boards and com-
missions.

“I always said my goal was to open
up the windows in town hall and I
think we’ve done that fairly well,” he
said. He said he feels the town is
more focused on the customer – the
taxpayer — than it had in the past.

As Mayor Jardim believes it was
important that those persons, such as
the town attorney, were people he
felt he could trust. He wanted to
create a government which was “user
friendly,” “accessible” and respected
by those persons coming in contact

with the town.
This includes the Planning Board

where he said in the past applicants
seem to have been looked down upon
by the board. The mayor feels the
changes in board personnel he has
made helped make the board more
user-friendly and customer-focused.

“By and large I’ve been happy
with the positions we have filled,”
Mayor Jardim stated. While not re-
gretting the appointments made, he
said he can’t say the same about the
difficulty he had getting the Repub-
lican majority on the council to ap-
prove of his recommendations.

In this regard, he feels the council
should approve those persons who
they find are qualified to serve in
town government.

Mr. Jardim recalls a few late night
calls. In one case, a sanitary sewer
backup flooded the first floor of a
residence. He quickly visited the
home to gain a first-hand assessment
of the emergency.

“Fortunately we have the best po-
lice and fire departments in the state,
I think. And they showed that they
cared. But to go one extra step and
have a councilperson or a mayor
show up, (residents) feel that people
are actually listening to them.”

Mayor Jardim recalled receiving a
call from two neighbors reporting a
pile of leaves and sticks that had
been placed in the middle of a cul-
de-sac by another neighbor after the

Sen. DiFrancesco Readies
To Become Acting Governor

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

During a press conference at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
on Friday, State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd) said last week that
he expects to take over as Acting
Governor of New Jersey sometime in
early February.

He will retain his Senate President
office as is required by State Consti-
tution for him to lead the state until
the next Governor is elected in No-
vember 2001.

Recognizing the unusual situation
he will soon be in—leader of the
State Legislature’s upper body and
head of the executive branch—Mr.
DiFrancesco, soon to begin his 21st
year in the State Senate, told a press
conference at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building last Friday after-
noon that he was “humbled to be
both a witness to and a participant in
this significant moment in New Jer-
sey history.”

Speaking moments after Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman was
nominated by President-elect George
W. Bush to head the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), Mr.
DiFrancesco, a native of Scotch
Plains, said he was “fully prepared to
lead New Jersey at this time.” He
listed issues he said “demand our
attention,” including property tax
relief, affordable prescription drugs
and other healthcare initiatives, clean
water and education.

It was an unusual scene last Friday
afternoon in downtown Scotch Plains.

Several television trucks from sta-
tions in New Jersey and New York
were positioned on Park Avenue and
in the municipal parking lot. Corre-
spondents could be seen taping their
reports from outside the Municipal
Building.

Inside, the Township Council
chamber was filled with a row of
television cameras, television, radio
and newspaper reporters, news pho-
tographers, and spectators that in-
cluded officials from the county and
local governments.

Mr. DiFrancesco was flanked by
his wife, Diane, and his three daugh-
ters as he spoke and fielded several
questions from the press.

After paying tribute to Governor
Whitman as someone “all of New
Jersey can be proud of” and lauding
her environmental record over the
past seven years, Mr. DiFrancesco
said he expects Mrs. Whitman to
resign after she is formally confirmed
as EPA administrator in early Febru-
ary. Then, he expects there to be a
swearing-in ceremony of some sort.

Under the State Constitution, Mr.
DiFrancesco will be the Acting Gov-
ernor until a new Governor is elected
next November and sworn in Janu-
ary 2002.

Mr. DiFrancesco, 56, who is an
all-but-announced candidate for
Governor, preferred last week not to
talk about the coming election, say-
ing that “campaign talk is for an-

other day.” Although, he jokingly
told a reporter who asked him whether
he should be addressed as Governor
or Acting Governor that “that’s prob-
ably up to all of you. I know my
preference.”

Mr. DiFrancesco, a West Broad
Street resident, also said he would
not move into Drumthwacket, the
official Governor’s residence, say-
ing “I like where I live now.” He also
said he would not accept the salaries
of both Senate President and Gover-
nor, saying he would consult with the
Governor’s counsel on how to pro-
ceed in this area.

Mr. DiFrancesco entered state poli-
tics in 1976, when he was elected to
the State Assembly. He moved up to
the Senate in 1979 and has served as
the upper chamber’s President since
1992, making him the longest-serv-
ing Senate President in history. Were
he to be elected Governor next No-
vember, Mr. DiFrancesco’s Senate seat
would then be up for grabs. Several
names have been mentioned as poten-
tial candidates for that open seat; a
State Senate race could also result in
an open Assembly seat, with several
additional names being mentioned as
possible candidates for that seat.

leaf pick-up season had concluded.
In the end, the mayor wound up
taking the leaves to the compost in
his Walnut Avenue rear yard.

However, working with public
works employees to have a rocky
pathway paved to enable clear pas-
sage to Tamaques Elementary School
for a wheelchair-bound child was
Mr. Jardim’s most memorable expe-
rience as mayor. He said this type of
effort symbolizes what “the power of
government” to solve problems is all
about.

The mayor said he was also was
proud that he and the council were
able to save a 100-year old home on
Westfield Avenue from being de-
molished by rezoning the area be-
fore a developer could proceed with
plans to tear down the structure and
build two new homes in its place.

Mr. Jardim also said he is pleased
that the town government is on the
verge of solving the decades-old
downtown parking problem. He
called the decision to build a parking
deck “sufficiently irreversible,” with
only environmental or negative find-

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim

Parking Deck Proposal, Congressional Primary Battles, Murder-Suicide
Top News Headlines in Westfield During First Six Months of 2000
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Editor’s Note: The following is a
synopsis of news stories that were
reported in Westfield and the County
of Union during the first half of 2000.
The second six months will be pub-
lished next week.

*  *  *  *  *
JANUARY

With the rumblings of a political
battle likely on the horizon, all but
two of the 60 plus appointments pro-
posed by Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
were approved during the Town
Council’s reorganization meeting.

Prior to the meeting, Democrats
told The Westfield Leader they feared
that several town officials would not
gain support for reappointment from
the Republican majority on the coun-
cil.

In the end, however, Town Attor-
ney William S. Jeremiah, 2nd, Mu-
nicipal Judge William L. Brennan,
Prosecutor Rafael Betancourt and
Public Defender Michael Diamond
were all re-appointed. The re-ap-
pointment of Sal Antonelli was de-
feated as was the Mayor’s proposal
to name Mr. Antonelli as the new
Chairman of the Recreation Com-
mission.

Incumbent council members Gre-

gory S. McDermott, Matthew P.
Albano, Neil F. Sullivan and Janis
Fried Weinstein were all sworn into
new terms.

The Planning Board approved a
second-floor, 15,000 square-foot
addition to Lord & Taylor’s North
Avenue store.

Third Ward Councilman John J.
Walsh tendered his resignation after
three years on the governing body.

After eight years of leading the
local Democratic Party, Lawrence
A. Goldman announced he would
step down as Chairman when the
Westfield Democratic Committee
reorganized in February. He was re-
placed by former Town Council can-
didate Kenneth Rotter. Mr. Goldman
has served as a Councilman from the
Fourth Ward since 1997.

Edward A. Gottko, former
Westfield Town Administrator, was
honored January 21, at the Gran Cen-
turions in Clark for his 20 years with
the town. Mr. Gottko had been Town
Engineer prior to his appointment as
administrator.

Thomas B. Shannon was named
the town’s new administrator replac-
ing Mr. Gottko. Mr. Shannon had
served as an administrator in
Hillsborough and Princeton.

The Recreation Commission ap-

proved revised Memorial Park and
Pool Complex renovation prelimi-
nary plans as submitted by landscape
architects Kinsey Associates. The
revised plans follow a $3 million
proposal as submitted by Kinsey in
September 1999.

The Westfield Leader reported that
Fire Chief Paul A. Battiloro, Jr. would
retire after 30 years with the town.
On medical leave since January 1,
the Chief was expected to officially
retire in February.

Resident Lori Zivny, in objecting
to the subdivision of an East Broad
Street property adjacent to where
she lives on Karen Terrace, said she
was prepared to contribute $10,000
of her own money to buy back the
property. The East Broad Street lot
houses a 200-year old house which a
developer proposed moving to a lot
facing Karen Terrace.

Although still in the preliminary
discussion stages, a proposal was
being eyed by the Westfield Board of
Education to use the auditorium of
the Board of Education’s Adminis-
tration Building at 302 Elm Street as
a venue for music, school and cul-
tural arts groups in town.

The board also considered the
elimination of the Summer School
program due to a report that only 10

of 55 students enrolled in the pro-
gram the previous summer were reg-
istered for academic deficiencies.

The first snow of the of the year
produced seven inches of the fluffy
stuff in Westfield during the final
week of January.

Ted’s Smoke Shop closed its doors
after 35 years in town. Ted Crincoli,
72, closed the news and tobacco shop
citing recent illnesses.

Union County Manager Michael
J. Lapolla of Westfield, a Democrat,
kicked off his campaign for Con-
gress from the Seventh District.

Mr. Lapolla joined a Democratic
field that later included former
Fanwood Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly, attorney Joel Farley of
Westfield and J. Brooke Hern of New
Providence.

FEBRUARY
A man attempted to lure two

Roosevelt Intermediate School stu-
dents into his car. The girls ignored
the individual and proceeded to the
nearest crossing guard.

Republican Tom Kean Jr., a new
resident in town, announced his can-
didacy for Congress. He was chal-
lenged for the GOP nomination by
Assemblyman Joel Weingarten (R-
21st) of Millburn, former U.S. House

       Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
ROAD BLOCK... The Westfield Leader reported that construction of Crossway
Place was to be completed by the end of April. However, the work dragged on
to the end of the year, with both the town and NJ Transit critical of who was at
fault for the delays.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
MR. ACTING GOVERNOR...Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains is flanked by his wife, Diane;
three daughters, Marci, Marie and Traci DiFrancesco, and son-in-law, Rob Ferris, during a December 22 press
conference in anticipation of his becoming Acting Governor.
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Mr. Jardim
ings from a traffic analysis of the
Elm Street and Prospect Street
(where the deck is proposed) stand-
ing in the way of the $12 million
project.

“Financially, I think we’ve made
the commitment and it’s a commit-
ment that is doable with the budget
and the finances that we have,” he
said.

Mr. Jardim also cited capital im-
provements on the horizon includ-
ing work near the Central Avenue
railroad overpass, a townhouse and
retail development at Cacciola
Place and Central Avenue as well
as plans to place utility wires in the
south side business district under-
ground.

As Mayor, Mr. Jardim conducted
75 weddings over the past four
years as well as countless store
grand openings and polit ical
fundraisers not to mention numer-
ous speaking engagements.

During his first terms, Mayor
Jardim said he averaged 40 hours
per week as mayor including
weekly meetings. That number
dropped to 25 hours over the past
two years. Mr. Jardim estimates he
receives 17 calls a day in his role as
mayor.

Mr. Jardim said he would like to
see the mayor and council com-
pensated for the costs associated
with serving in elective office. He
also said he would like the council
to consider lengthening mayoral
and council terms from two to four
years.

Mayor Jardim has been asked to
serve on the Board of Directors of
the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil and the planning committee for
Westfield’s annual Martin Luther
King Day ceremony. He also will
remain on the Raritan Valley Coa-
lition board as well.

“I would very much like to stay
involved in politics, in public life
and public policy. I honestly don’t
know what that means in terms of
my future,” he noted.

“The job of mayor is a great job.
You really have a chance to have an
impact. It’s the government that is
closest to the people.”

For now he will work on his
career as an attorney and on raising
his children with his wife, Karen
Fountain.

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

Opposition to Bowcraft’s Expansion Plans And Settlement
Of Lawsuit Regarding Zoo Property Made News in 2000

Editor’s Note: The following is a
summary of news events in Scotch
Plains, as reported by The Times,
that occurred during the first half of
2000. The second will be published
next week.

*  *  *  *  *
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

JANUARY
SCOTCH PLAINS -- The new mil-

lennium started with Republicans for-
mally regaining power on the Scotch
Plains Township Council. Martin L.
Marks was chosen by his Council col-
leagues to serve as the Mayor for 2000,
the last time the township’s top official
would be selected this way.

Scotch Plains’ first direct mayoral
election was set to be held in Novem-
ber. Mayor Marks signaled his desire
to change the tone of the council’s
meetings by allowing the public more
freedom to speak at meetings.

In one of the more unusual council
meetings in recent times, a severe sleet
and ice storm limited attendance at a
late January, non-televised session to
the five council members, the Town-
ship Manager, Attorney, and Clerk,
two members of the press and, briefly,
one resident.

Negative press reports about Garden
State Kennels, the Long Hill company
responsible for Scotch Plains’ animal
control efforts, led the council to begin
looking for another firm to provide
those services.

FEBRUARY
Meetings and hearings on the 2000

municipal budget began, with Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins esti-
mating that township government
spending would increase about 2.2
percent over last year.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
said the Township’s Technology Ad-
visory Committee was moving for-
ward on the establishment of a town-
ship Web site that would include in-
formation about township govern-
ment, provide continuing updates on
upcoming community events and give
visitors to the site the ability to send e-
mail to township officials.

Despite some concerns raised by
two residents about added chemicals
in the drinking water, the council
passed a resolution urging
Elizabethtown Water Company to
provide fluoridation in the water sup-
ply delivered to Scotch Plains.

The council, acting in its capacity
as local alcoholic beverage control
authority, began a series of hearings
on whether the liquor license of Club
Malibu should be renewed. Testimony
was heard from the establishment’s
new owners as well as the Scotch
Plains Police and Fire Chiefs and
homeowners who live near the night-

club, which was closed in early 1999
after a fatal shooting in the club’s
parking lot.

Environmental groups from the area
questioned the council about its plans
for the development of a portion of
the Ashbrook Reservation into a 22-
acre park with ballfields and soccer
fields, and expressed their concerns
about the impact of such a develop-
ment on the local ecosystem and on
the potential for flooding in the area.

The council approved an agree-
ment to have Associated Humane
Societies (AHS) of Newark provide
animal control services for the re-
mainder of this year and, if the fee can
be continued for an additional 12
months, through 2001. AHS replaced
the troubled Garden State Kennels of
Long Hill Township, which was the
target of animal rights groups and was
fined by the state for its euthanasia
practices.

In a move aimed at exploring the
potential for shared services, Mayor
Marks announced the formation of a
Cooperation Advisory Committee
composed of officials from Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
The Mayor said this group will “in-
vestigate the possibility of sharing
services, personnel, land and build-
ings.”

MARCH
At a meeting of the township Board

of Adjustment, angry residents squared
off against those favoring an expan-
sion application submitted by Bowcraft
Amusement Park, which wants to con-
vert five acres of unused property into
a water park.

The council awarded a $235,688
contract to Country View Inc. to make
extensive improvements to Kramer
Manor Park.

The 2000 municipal budget was in-
troduced, with the majority Republi-
cans on the council supporting a zero
property tax increase to support town-
ship government services.

APRIL
Republican Mayor Marks and

Democratic Councilwoman Samuel
announced their candidacies for Mayor.
Republican Councilman William F.
McClintock, who has served on the
Council since early 1991, announced
he would not seek re-election this year.
Paulette Coronato, an unsuccessful
GOP candidate for Council in 1998,
announced she would run to succeed
Mr. McClintock. Democrat Peter Tripet
was tapped to oppose her.

The council unanimously approved
the $17.006 million municipal budget,
which contained no property tax in-
crease to support municipal govern-
ment services and activities. Unlike
the 1999 budget debate, there was little

public outcry or partisan rancor this
year.

The council approved a ban on po-
litical fundraising activities at the
Municipal Building.

MAY
Several years after the matter first

came under discussion, the Scotch
Plains took the first concrete step
toward the eventual sale of the so-
called “hedge property” on Park Av-
enue by approving a resolution autho-
rizing submission to the township
Planning Board of a subdivision ap-
plication that would officially sepa-
rate the small tract of land next to the
Municipal Building from the rest of
the township-owned property. The
hope is that, as part of the downtown
revitalization efforts, the property will
eventually be sold and developed into
a commercial building.

Ending several years of legal wran-
gling, the council approved a resolu-
tion that settled the dispute at the
former Terry-Lou Zoo site and al-
lowed the municipal government to
begin looking at turning the six-acre
property into a passive park. Under
the agreement, the township will pay
Sunrise Assisted Living corporation
about $800,000 to settle the dispute
that arose just over two years ago.

Citing environmental and histori-
cal concerns, the Township Environ-
mental Commission urged township
officials to move cautiously as they
go forth with plans to turn some 22
acres of land in the Ashbrook Reser-
vation into ballfields.

The Union County government ap-
proved a $150,000 Senior Focus grant

to Scotch Plains that will be used to
make some significant improvements
to the township-owned Scotch Hills
Country Club and expand certain ser-
vices there for senior citizens.

JUNE
After six hearings, the council

voted unanimously not to renew
the liquor license of Club Malibu.
Among the reasons cited by coun-

William A. Burke for The Westfield Leader
IN THE EYE OF CONTROVERSY…In February, the Scotch Plains Township
Council acted in its capacity as local alcoholic beverage control authority and
began a series of hearings on whether the liquor license of Club Malibu should
be renewed. Testimony was heard from the establishment’s new owners as well
as the Scotch Plains Police and Fire Chiefs and homeowners who live near the
nightclub, which was closed in early 1999 after a fatal shooting in the club’s
parking lot.

of Representatives Commerce Com-
mittee counsel Patrick Morrisey of
Westfield, former Sixth District can-
didate Michael A. Ferguson of War-
ren, Eric Urbano of Scotch Plains,
Green Brook Mayor Patricia Walsh
and former Woodbridge Council
President Ken Gardner.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders applied for a High-
way Project grant from the New Jer-
sey Division of Highway and Traffic
Safety to fund a lighted crosswalk at
crosswalk near Temple Emanu-El.

Claire Lazarowitz took the oath of
office as Westfield’s new Third Ward
Councilwoman. She replaces John J.
Walsh who resigned in January.

The Recreation Commission
amended the pool membership pro-
cess by requiring in-person registra-
tions only.

Nearly 500 persons attended a com-
munity forum entitled “Listening to
Our Youth” which was held nearly
one year after Westfield was selected
by MSNBC for a special program to
discuss the shootings at Columbine
High School in Colorado in 1999.

The Town of Westfield asked sur-
rounding towns to consider having
fluoride added to the local water sup-
ply.

The Westfield Planning Board held
a meeting to tackle the topic of poten-
tial amendments to the town’s exist-
ing historic preservation ordinances.

A series of roadblocks delayed reno-
vation efforts at Sycamore Field.

MARCH
Rick Rich of Rich And Associates,

a parking consultant hired by the
town, recommended that the town
build a parking deck on municipal
parking lot 3A, located on the South
Avenue side of the Westfield Train
Station. The capacity of the parking
facility would range from 743 to 1,327
spaces, with construction costs esti-
mated to run between $10.1 and $16.2
million.

During the town’s municipal bud-
get process, the Westfield Memorial
Library sought a $44,000 increase
over the amount the town allocated to
the library in 1999. The library’s Board
of Trustees proposed budget was
$1,344,086.

Cynthia Cockren, Library Board
Treasurer, explained that the increase
over 1999 was 3.8 percent. She said
that the biggest capital expenditures
in 2000 were the replacement of car-
peting in high traffic areas in the 11-
year-old library and replacement of
lighting on the building’s second floor.

The 12th annual AIDS Benefit
Auction at Temple Emanu-El raised
more than $60,000.

Westfield’s Board of Education
campaign officially with incumbents
Dr. B. Carol Molnar, Anne Riegel,
Thomas Taylor being challenged by
Peter W. Billson and Kimberly
Rhodes. Incumbent Michael Kessler
filed to run for an unexpired one-year
term.

Sal Antonelli was returned to the
Recreation Commission as a “hold
over” member by Mayor Jardim fol-
lowing the defeat by the Town Coun-
cil of the Mayor’s appointment of
former Councilman Walsh to fill a
Commission vacancy. The 5-4 vote
was along party lines with all five
Republicans voting against Mr.
Walsh’s appointment.

First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury said he would fight to de-
liver a cut in municipal property taxes,
a notion that Second Ward Council-
man and Finance Committee Chair-
man James J. Gruba called “unrealis-
tic.”

The Westfield Rotary Club’s an-
nual pancake breakfast drew some
1,200 attendees. The event raises funds
for the club’s Student Scholarship
Fund.

Westfield joined the number of
towns supporting mandatory
childproof trigger locks on handguns
in New Jersey.

The Board of Education passed a
$57.2 million budget, calling for a
$48.2 million tax levy if approved by
voters on April 18.

Jeffrey Walsh, a Westfield resident,
was interviewed by The Westfield
Leader on his new position as Execu-
tive Director of NJ Transit. Upon his
arrival, he had 30,000 customer sur-
veys regarding commuter concerns.

Among his long-term goals are a
one-seat ride into New York City for
Raritan Valley commuters.

In a letter announcing his intention
to retire, Fire Chief Battiloro called
on the department to expand its EMS
capabilities and its in-service inspec-
tion program as well as better educat-
ing the community on fire safety.
Saying only 7 percent of the
department’s calls are actual fires, he
said, “It has become increasingly dif-
ficult to justify a 40-man paid fire
department with annual salaries and
expenses of $2.7 million a year.”

Barbara J. Thiele, Westfield Me-
morial Library Director, prepared to
assume her duties as President of the
Trenton-based New Jersey Library
Association.

APRIL
The Town Council introduced a

municipal budget with a 2 cent hike
in the rate, from 67 to 69 cents, per
$100 of assessed valuation. The
$24,324,685 spending plan will be
supported by a tax levy of
$12,595,289. The increase averages
$36 per household over last year.
The council saved a penny on the tax
rate per state legislation which re-
duced by $146,000 the appropria-
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tion for the Police and Firemen’s
System, the state’s pension system.

Westfielders Lenore Scurry, an On-
air Chairwoman for the Lou Rawls
Parade of Stars Telethon for the
United Negro College Fund, and
Holly E. Westscher, a rehabilitation
counselor for United Palsy, received
Women of Excellence citations from
the Union County Commission on
the Status of Women.

The Concerned African American
Parents (CAAP) of Westfield marked
their 10th anniversary with a dinner-
dance at the Pines Manor in Edison.
The group provides a forum for par-
ents to discuss issues regarding the
education, treatment and evaluation
of their children and to build a work-
ing relationship with the school
board.

Trista Pollard was presented with
the Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award for “outstanding teaching,
interest in children...and school spirit
without limit.”

The Town Council approved an
application to demolish a house on
Everson Place which was damaged
five years ago by a 400-gallon base-
ment heating oil spill.

School Board incumbents Ms.
Riegel, Dr. Molnar and newcomer
Ms. Rhodes posted victories in the
annual school board election. Mr.
Kessler was unopposed for a one-
year unexpired seat. Voters also
passed the $48.2 million school tax
levy, 1,824 to 821, with a 23 percent
turnout at the polls.

Darielle Walsh and Arlene Gardner
were re-elected as Board of Educa-
tion as President and Vice President
of the board.

Democrat Susan Jacobson, former
School Board President, filed her
petition for Mayor as a Democrat
with the Town Clerk’s office after
Mayor Thomas C. Jardim opted
against a third term. Councilman
McDermott filed his petition for the
office as the Republican candidate.

Running for the Town Council were
Republicans Peter Echausse, First
Ward; Mr. Betancourt, Second Ward;
Karen Trzesniowski, Third Ward; and
Gerald P. Boyle, Fourth Ward. They
would face Democrats incumbent
Carl A. Salisbury, First Ward; Will-
iam B. Ziff, Second Ward; and in-
cumbents Ms. Lazarowitz and Mr.
Goldman, representing the Third and
Fourth Wards, respectively.

The Westfield Planning Board ap-
proved a storage structure on the

Westfield Lumber & Home Center
site on North Avenue.

The Leader reported that construc-
tion of Crossway Place was to be
completed by the end of April. How-
ever, the work dragged on to the end
of the year, with both the town and NJ
Transit critical of who was at fault for
the delays.

The County of Union announced a
new $3 million grant program aimed
at creating new and improving exist-
ing senior citizen centers.

Mr. Betancourt announced his res-
ignation as Municipal Prosecutor ef-
fective June 6 in order to seek elective
office to the Town Council.

MAY
The Board of Adjustment approved

a 350-seat steak restaurant in a former
bank building at 1 Elm Street. The
restaurant deal fell through later in
the year when one of the partners
reportedly pulled out of the venture.

For the second consecutive sum-
mer, Westfield pool memberships
were sold out.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley proposed expanding
Westfield High School to accommo-
date a 36 percent increase projected at
the high school over the next seven
years.

Westfield remembered Sohayla
Massachi, 23, after she was shot to
death by her ex-boyfriend, Christo-
pher Honrath, 24, who than killed
himself in a Central Avenue apart-
ment. The story made front page cov-
erage in the Star-Ledger when it was
learned the woman was forced into a
car by Honrath in front of Seton Hall
University in South Orange and than
driven to Westfield. Ms. Massachi
had filed to upgrade a temporary re-
straining order to a permanent order
against Honrath.

The Town Council adopted a $24.39
million budget with a $12,866,514
tax levy. The spending plan repre-
sents a 3 cent increase over last year in
the tax rate. The council amended the
budget to add a $60,000 item to fun a
jitney service in town.

Vivian’s Kitchen closed its doors
after 80 years of business following
the retirement of Vivian Collyer-
Bucher. The store was Worth’s
Confectionary 1993 when it was
named Vivian’s Kitchen. Vivian’s
originally located on Prospect Street.

World War II Marine Fighter Pilot
Lawrence M. Smith led the Westfield
Memorial Parade as Grand Marshall.

Resident James Gildea was named

Assistant Town Administrator and
Westfielder Lisa F. Crystal was sworn
in as a Superior Court judge sitting in
Union County.

JUNE
The town held a weekly series of

roundtable discussions on topics of com-
munity concern as identified by a plan-
ning group convened by Mayor Jardim.

Mr. Ferguson and Mrs. Connelly
were the winners in the June 6 Seventh
Congressional District primary. Re-
publican Congressman Bob Franks and
Democrat Jon Corzine won contested
primaries for their respective parties’
nominations for the U.S Senate.

The Town Council initiated a policy
to require that the town use the least
hazardous chemicals for maintenance
of town-owned parks and land.

The policy is known as Integrated
Test Management, or IPM.

Union County Republicans elected

former Westfield Mayor Ronald S.
Frigerio as County GOP Chairman,
replacing Frank X. McDermott of
Westfield, who stepped down after 11
years in the post.

Brenda Coppola Cuba was named
the town’s new prosecutor, replacing
Mr. Betancourt, who resigned to run
for Town Council.

Parking consultant Rick Rich of Rich
& Associates said the town needs two
parking decks, one of 732 spaces for
the South Avenue train station lot a
second of 462 spaces for lots 1 and 8
and Elm and Prospect Streets.

An exploratory committee ap-
proached the Council to gain their
support for a proposed 484-seat com-
munity arts center to be located in an
unused auditorium in the Board of
Education administration building on
Elm Street. The project carried a price
tag of $700,000-$800,000.

cil members for the non-renewal
were the objections of those living
nearby the Terrill Road nightspot.
Representatives for Rayric Corp.,
the club’s new owner, said an ap-
peal of the decision would be filed
with state Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol authorities.
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STARTING THE SEASON...About 150 members of Westfield’s Jewish
community gathered on North Avenue last Thursday evening to commemo-
rate the beginning of the eight-day Hanukkah holiday. Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and Mayor-elect Gregory S. McDermott offered their best wishes
for the season. Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah Center
welcomed the group and offered thanks to the Mayor, the Mayor-elect and
all of the Town Council for their help in approving the installation of the
Menorah and explained the significance of the holiday in Jewish history and
tradition. Rabbi Block explained that the Hanukkah Menorah is a symbol
of the triumph of freedom over oppression, of spirit over matter, and of light
over darkness. Chuck Lightner, a Westfield resident, drew a parallel
between the willingness of the city to approve the installation and the kind
of leadership reflected in the vitality of the community, as well as in its
willingness to be open to, supportive and affirming of all of its constituents.
Marty Spector, owner of Pan American Cleaners, lit the first candle
signifying the beginning of the season.”

Festival of Lights

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader

Mary Korfmacher Inducted
Into Jesuit Honor Society
WESTFIELD -- Saint Joseph’s

University in Philadelphia, Pa.
recently announced that Mary
Korfmacher was inducted into
Alpha Sigma Nu, the National
Jesuit Honor Society, in campus
ceremonies on December 3.

Mary is a major at Saint
Joseph’s University and a resi-
dent of Westfield.

Founded in 1915, Alpha Sigma
Nu recognizes students at Jesuit
colleges and universities in their
junior and senior years who rep-
resent the top 4 percent of their
class. The students are chosen
on the basis of three ideals:
scholarship, loyalty and service.


