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Progress on Streetscape and Library Activities
Take Center Stage in Fanwood During Last Six Months

The following is the conclusion of
a two-part recap of the people, events
and issues which made headlines in
the Borough of Fanwood during the
year 2000.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

JULY
As the summer progressed, the

Fanwood Historic Preservation Com-
mission announced its coordination
of efforts to preserve two 19th-cen-
tury homes on North Avenue by seek-
ing to have them included on the
New Jersey and National Registers
of Historic Places.

One of the residences, a Victorian
Queen Anne, was once home to the
borough’s post office and library.
The other, a Dutch Colonial, was
approved by the Fanwood Planning
Board in April as a bed-and-break-
fast establishment.

Governing body members sup-
ported a recommendation by
Fanwood Police Chief Robert Car-
boy for the purchase of video cam-
eras for law enforcement vehicles, as
a means of providing concrete proof
of what transpired when conflicting
accounts of an incident are given by
police and members of the public.

Refurbishment efforts got under-
way on the Hetfield Avenue bridge,
jointly funded by Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and NJ Transit. The bridge

remained closed to vehicular and
pedestrian traffic for several months,
reopening on November 8.

Former astronaut Dr. Norman
Thagard visited the Fanwood Me-
morial Library, where he spoke to
children and parents about his career
and sought to inspire youngsters’
interest in the astro-sciences. Dr.
Thagard’s appearance was arranged
by Children’s Librarian Susan Staub
as part of the library’s Summer Read-
ing Program.

A subdivision appeal by Fanwood-
based Built Well Homes, LLC, for a
residential development to be built
along Midway Avenue, between
Mary Lane and Tower Place, received
approval from the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

The board’s green light paved the
way for eight single-family homes to
be constructed on one side of a cul-
de-sac, to be known as Paul Place.

AUGUST
Elected officials explored a policy

that would establish specific guide-
lines for reimbursing volunteers and
others for out-of-pocket expenses
incurred while they are conducting
business on the borough’s behalf.

Members of the Fanwood Emer-
gency Management Council staged
a “tabletop drill” at Fanwood police
headquarters to gauge local response
capabilities in the event of a “worst-

case” disaster.
The exercise, using the premise of

a hostage situation and the release of
nerve gas at a local school, was held
in conjunction with a disaster simu-
lation event conducted by the Union
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement at a Cranford school.

To fulfill the final phase of a three-
year plan to upgrade the facility, the
Fanwood Library closed its doors for
three weeks, beginning August 12,
while interior renovations were com-
pleted.

The Fanwood Borough Council
awarded contracts to separate com-
panies for downtown streetscape
work and for pavers at the pocket
park under development on Watson
Road.

The streetscape project involved
the construction of lighting founda-
tions, electrical conduit placement
and concrete and decorative paver
block walkways along South and
Martine Avenues.

SEPTEMBER
With a 5-to-1 vote, the Borough

Council approved a “lease buy down”
agreement with Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas for 61 Victorian light
fixtures, known as “The Fanwood,”
to be installed along South and
Martine.

The gooseneck lamps, along with
accompanying streetscape work, was

funded with a portion of $400,000 in
state and county grant money which
was awarded to the borough last year
for downtown improvements.

The tab for each lamp is $2,035.
Terms of the agreement call for the
borough to pay $32 per fixture each
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Opposition to Bowcraft’s Expansion Plans And Settlement
Of Lawsuit Regarding Zoo Property Made News in 2000

Editor’s Note: The following is a
summary of news events in Scotch
Plains, as reported by The Times,
that occurred during the first half of
2000. The second will be published
next week.

*  *  *  *  *
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

JANUARY
The new millennium started with

Republicans formally regaining
power on the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council. Martin L. Marks was
chosen by his Council colleagues to
serve as the Mayor for 2000, the last
time the township’s top official would
be selected this way.

Scotch Plains’ first direct mayoral
election was set to be held in Novem-
ber. Mayor Marks signaled his desire
to change the tone of the council’s
meetings by allowing the public more
freedom to speak at meetings.

In one of the more unusual council
meetings in recent times, a severe
sleet and ice storm limited atten-

dance at a late January, non-tele-
vised session to the five council mem-
bers, the Township Manager, Attor-
ney, and Clerk, two members of the
press and, briefly, one resident.

Negative press reports about Gar-
den State Kennels, the Long Hill
company responsible for Scotch
Plains’ animal control efforts, led the
council to begin looking for another
firm to provide those services.

FEBRUARY
Meetings and hearings on the 2000

municipal budget began, with Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins es-
timating that township government
spending would increase about 2.2
percent over last year.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
said the Township’s Technology Ad-
visory Committee was moving for-
ward on the establishment of a town-
ship Web site that would include
information about township govern-
ment, provide continuing updates on
upcoming community events and
give visitors to the site the ability to

send e-mail to township officials.
Despite some concerns raised by

two residents about added chemicals
in the drinking water, the council

passed a resolution urging
Elizabethtown Water Company to
provide fluoridation in the water sup-
ply delivered to Scotch Plains.

The council, acting in its capacity
as local alcoholic beverage control
authority, began a series of hearings
on whether the liquor license of Club
Malibu should be renewed. Testi-
mony was heard from the
establishment’s new owners as well
as the Scotch Plains Police and Fire
Chiefs and homeowners who live
near the nightclub, which was closed
in early 1999 after a fatal shooting in
the club’s parking lot.

Environmental groups from the
area questioned the council about its
plans for the development of a por-
tion of the Ashbrook Reservation
into a 22-acre park with ballfields
and soccer fields, and expressed their
concerns about the impact of such a
development on the local ecosystem
and on the potential for flooding in
the area.

The council approved an agreement
to have Associated Humane Societies
(AHS) of Newark provide animal con-
trol services for the remainder of this

Senator Donald T. DiFrancesco

Sen. DiFrancesco Readies
To Become Acting Governor

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

During a press conference at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building
on Friday, State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd) said last week that
he expects to take over as Acting
Governor of New Jersey sometime in
early February.

He will retain his Senate President
office as is required by State Consti-
tution for him to lead the state until
the next Governor is elected in No-
vember 2001.

Recognizing the unusual situation
he will soon be in—leader of the
State Legislature’s upper body and
head of the executive branch—Mr.
DiFrancesco, soon to begin his 21st
year in the State Senate, told a press
conference at the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building last Friday after-
noon that he was “humbled to be
both a witness to and a participant in
this significant moment in New Jer-
sey history.”

Speaking moments after Gover-
nor Christine Todd Whitman was
nominated by President-elect George
W. Bush to head the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), Mr.
DiFrancesco, a native of Scotch
Plains, said he was “fully prepared to
lead New Jersey at this time.” He
listed issues he said “demand our
attention,” including property tax
relief, affordable prescription drugs
and other healthcare initiatives, clean
water and education.

It was an unusual scene last Friday
afternoon in downtown Scotch Plains.

Several television trucks from sta-
tions in New Jersey and New York
were positioned on Park Avenue and
in the municipal parking lot. Corre-
spondents could be seen taping their
reports from outside the Municipal
Building.

Inside, the Township Council
chamber was filled with a row of
television cameras, television, radio
and newspaper reporters, news pho-
tographers, and spectators that in-
cluded officials from the county and
local governments.

Mr. DiFrancesco was flanked by
his wife, Diane, and his three daugh-
ters as he spoke and fielded several
questions from the press.

After paying tribute to Governor
Whitman as someone “all of New
Jersey can be proud of” and lauding
her environmental record over the
past seven years, Mr. DiFrancesco
said he expects Mrs. Whitman to
resign after she is formally confirmed
as EPA administrator in early Febru-
ary. Then, he expects there to be a
swearing-in ceremony of some sort.
Under the State Constitution, Mr.
DiFrancesco will be the Acting Gov-
ernor until a new Governor is elected
next November and sworn in Janu-

ary 2002.
Mr. DiFrancesco, 56, who is an

all-but-announced candidate for
Governor, preferred last week not to
talk about the coming election, say-
ing that “campaign talk is for an-
other day.” Although, he jokingly
told a reporter who asked him whether

he should be addressed as Governor
or Acting Governor that “that’s prob-
ably up to all of you. I know my
preference.”

Mr. DiFrancesco, a West Broad
Street resident, also said he would
not move into Drumthwacket, the
official Governor’s residence, say-
ing “I like where I live now.” He also
said he would not accept the salaries
of both Senate President and Gover-
nor, saying he would consult with the
Governor’s counsel on how to pro-
ceed in this area.

Mr. DiFrancesco entered state poli-
tics in 1976, when he was elected to
the State Assembly. He moved up to
the Senate in 1979 and has served as
the upper chamber’s President since
1992, making him the longest-serv-
ing Senate President in history. Were
he to be elected Governor next No-
vember, Mr. DiFrancesco’s Senate seat
would then be up for grabs. Several
names have been mentioned as poten-
tial candidates for that open seat; a
State Senate race could also result in
an open Assembly seat, with several
additional names being mentioned as
possible candidates for that seat.

month to cover operating costs, which
will be factored into the annual mu-
nicipal budget. Councilwoman
Cynthia Swindlehurst was the lone
dissenter, saying she didn’t think the
borough could afford the tax impact.

A group of about 20 residents ap-
pealed to the governing body for
help in dealing with a recurring rat
problem in a residential section of
the borough bordered by Beech, Lau-
rel, LaGrande and South Avenues.

Robert M. Sherr, Director of Health
for the Westfield Regional Health
Department, which includes
Fanwood, said his office was explor-
ing several options for addressing
the problem, including continued
investigations of the affected area;
bating storm drains there on a quar-
terly basis between late spring and
late fall, and distribution of informa-
tional flyers.

Officials heard a presentation by
professional planner Richard Preiss
regarding options for downtown re-
development. Mr. Preiss had been
awarded a contract by the borough
several months earlier to perform
analyses of the business district to
determine the best opportunities for
giving the area an economic boost.

Mr. Preiss proposed adoption of a
particular architectural theme, as well
as filling in commercial vacancies
between stores with new businesses,
and creating a common parking area
for easy access to the entire down-
town, among other recommenda-
tions.

The Fanwood Library welcomed

William A. Burke for The Times
IN THE EYE OF CONTROVERSY…In February, the Scotch Plains Township
Council acted in its capacity as local alcoholic beverage control authority and
began a series of hearings on whether the liquor license of Club Malibu should
be renewed.  The establishment was closed in early 1999 after a fatal shooting
in the parking lot.

A MUCH-NEEDED MAKEOVER…In January, refurbishment efforts got
underway on the Hetfield Avenue Bridge, jointly funded by Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and NJ Transit. The bridge remained closed to vehicular and pedestrian
traffic for several months, reopening on November 8.

Paul J. Peyton for The Times
MR. ACTING GOVERNOR...Senate President Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch Plains is flanked by his wife, Diane;
three daughters, Marci, Marie and Traci DiFrancesco, and son-in-law, Rob Ferris, during a December 22 press
conference in anticipation of his becoming Acting Governor.
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year and, if the fee can be contin-
ued for an additional 12 months,
through 2001. AHS replaced the
troubled Garden State Kennels of
Long Hill Township, which was
the target of animal rights groups
and was fined by the state for its
euthanasia practices.

In a move aimed at exploring the
potential for shared services, Mayor
Marks announced the formation of
a Cooperation Advisory Commit-
tee composed of officials from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. The Mayor said this
group will “investigate the possi-
bility of sharing services, person-
nel, land and buildings.”

MARCH
At a meeting of the township

Board of Adjustment, angry resi-
dents squared off against those fa-
voring an expansion application
submitted by Bowcraft Amusement
Park, which wants to convert five
acres of unused property into a
water park.

The council awarded a $235,688
contract to Country View Inc. to
make extensive improvements to
Kramer Manor Park.

The 2000 municipal budget was
introduced, with the majority Re-
publicans on the council support-
ing a zero property tax increase to
support township government ser-
vices.

APRIL
Republican Mayor Marks and

Democratic Councilwoman
Samuel announced their candida-
cies for Mayor. Republican Coun-
cilman William F. McClintock, who
has served on the Council since
early 1991, announced he would
not seek re-election this year.
Paulette Coronato, an unsuccess-
ful GOP candidate for Council in
1998, announced she would run to
succeed Mr. McClintock. Demo-

Mayor Jardim Looks Back Fondly On Past
Four Years As Westfield’s Chief Elected Official

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- After four years
as Westfield’s chief elected offi-
cial, Mayor Thomas C. Jardim will
step down from the post at the start
of the new year.

In 1996, Mr. Jardim became the

first Democrat to be elected Mayor
since 1909. He was reelected in a
landslide victory in 1998, a victory
in which he captured all of the
town’s 25 voting districts.

The Mayor noted that he felt a
few members of the Town Council
had a problem with his legitimacy
as mayor from day one. “There are
certain members on the council and
out there in the public that thought
my election was a fluke.” Despite
that he believes the council accom-
plished a lot over the past few years.

Mayor Jardim, the father of two
daughters born during his tenure as
Mayor, was cited by his council
colleagues during his final council
meeting on December 19 for out-
reach efforts to promote the inter-
ests of Westfield highlighted by the
walking tours he initiated a few
years ago to meet with residents
about their concerns.

The Mayor was credited for his
efforts to improve the commute for
Westfielders and others to New York
City through the creation of the
Raritan Line Coalition. His initial
goal was to provide a one-seat ride
into Manhattan on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Line. Currently, commut-
ers must switch to Path trains upon
arrival at Newark’s Penn Station.

Looking back on his tenure and
the Mayoral and council appoint-
ment process, Mayor Jardim said
Westfield is now “more accessible;
more open” for residents to partici-
pate on municipal boards and com-

missions.
“I always said my goal was to

open up the windows in town hall
and I think we’ve done that fairly
well,” he said. He said he feels the
town is more focused on the cus-
tomer – the taxpayer — than it had
in the past.

As Mayor Jardim be-
lieves it was important that
those persons, such as the
town attorney, were people
he felt he could trust. He
wanted to create a govern-
ment which was “user
friendly,” “accessible” and
respected by those persons
coming in contact with the
town.

This includes the Plan-
ning Board where he said
in the past applicants seem
to have been looked down
upon by the board. The
mayor feels the changes in
board personnel he has
made helped make the
board more user-friendly
and customer-focused.

“By and large I’ve been
happy with the positions
we have filled,” Mayor
Jardim stated. While not
regretting the appoint-

ments made, he said he can’t say
the same about the difficulty he
had getting the Republican major-
ity on the council to approve of his
recommendations.

In this regard, he feels the coun-
cil should approve those persons
who they find are qualified to serve
in town government.

Mr. Jardim recalls a few late night
calls. In one case, a sanitary sewer
backup flooded the first floor of a
residence. He quickly visited the
home to gain a first-hand assess-
ment of the emergency.

“Fortunately we have the best
police and fire departments in the
state, I think. And they showed that
they cared. But to go one extra step
and have a councilperson or a mayor
show up, (residents) feel that people
are actually listening to them.”

Mayor Jardim recalled receiving
a call from two neighbors reporting
a pile of leaves and sticks that had
been placed in the middle of a cul-
de-sac by another neighbor after
the leaf pick-up season had con-
cluded. In the end, the mayor wound
up taking the leaves to the compost
in his Walnut Avenue rear yard.

However, working with public
works employees to have a rocky
pathway paved to enable clear pas-
sage to Tamaques Elementary
School for a wheelchair-bound
child was Mr. Jardim’s most memo-
rable experience as mayor. He said
this type of effort symbolizes what

“the power of government” to solve
problems is all about.

The mayor said he was also was
proud that he and the council were
able to save a 100-year old home
on Westfield Avenue from being
demolished by rezoning the area
before a developer could proceed
with plans to tear down the struc-
ture and build two new homes in its
place.

Mr. Jardim also said he is pleased
that the town government is on the
verge of solving the decades-old
downtown parking problem. He
called the decision to build a park-
ing deck “sufficiently irreversible,”
with only environmental or nega-
tive findings from a traffic analysis
of the Elm Street and Prospect
Street (where the deck is proposed)
standing in the way of the $12
million project.

“Financially, I think we’ve made
the commitment and it’s a commit-
ment that is doable with the budget
and the finances that we have,” he
said.

Mr. Jardim also cited capital im-
provements on the horizon includ-
ing work near the Central Avenue
railroad overpass, a townhouse and
retail development at Cacciola
Place and Central Avenue as well
as plans to place utility wires in the
south side business district under-
ground.

As Mayor, Mr. Jardim conducted
75 weddings over the past four years
as well as countless store grand
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Bowcraft’s Expansion Plans Opposed, Zoo
Property Lawsuit Settled During 2000 in SP
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crat Peter Tripet was tapped to op-
pose her.

The council unanimously ap-
proved the $17.006 million mu-
nicipal budget, which contained no
property tax increase to support
municipal government services and
activities. Unlike the 1999 budget
debate, there was little public out-
cry or partisan rancor this year.

The council approved a ban on
political fundraising activities at
the Municipal Building.

MAY
Several years after the matter

first came under discussion, the
Scotch Plains took the first con-
crete step toward the eventual sale
of the so-called “hedge property”
on Park Avenue by approving a
resolution authorizing submission
to the township Planning Board of
a subdivision application that would
officially separate the small tract
of land next to the Municipal Build-
ing from the rest of the township-
owned property. The hope is that,
as part of the downtown revitaliza-
tion efforts, the property will even-
tually be sold and developed into a
commercial building.

Ending several years of legal
wrangling, the council approved a
resolution that settled the dispute
at the former Terry-Lou Zoo site
and allowed the municipal govern-
ment to begin looking at turning
the six-acre property into a passive
park. Under the agreement, the
township will pay Sunrise Assisted
Living corporation about $800,000
to settle the dispute that arose just
over two years ago.

Citing environmental and histori-
cal concerns, the Township Envi-
ronmental Commission urged town-
ship officials to move cautiously as
they go forth with plans to turn
some 22 acres of land in the
Ashbrook Reservation into
ballfields.

The Union County government
approved a $150,000 Senior Focus
grant to Scotch Plains that will be
used to make some significant im-
provements to the township-owned
Scotch Hills Country Club and ex-
pand certain services there for se-
nior citizens.

JUNE
After six hearings, the council

voted unanimously not to renew the
liquor license of Club Malibu. Among
the reasons cited by council mem-
bers for the non-renewal were the
objections of those living nearby the
Terrill Road nightspot. Representa-
tives for Rayric Corp., the club’s new
owner, said an appeal of the decision
would be filed with state Alcoholic
Beverage Control authorities.

openings and political fundraisers
not to mention numerous speaking
engagements.

During his first term, Mayor
Jardim said he averaged 40 hours
per week as mayor including
weekly meetings. That number
dropped to 25 hours over the past
two years. Mr. Jardim estimates he
receives 17 calls a day in his role as
mayor.

Mr. Jardim said he would like to
see the mayor and council compen-
sated for the costs associated with
serving in elective office. He also
said he would like the council to
consider lengthening mayoral and
council terms from two to four
years.

Mayor Jardim has been asked to
serve on the Board of Directors of
the Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil and the planning committee for
Westfield’s annual Martin Luther
King Day ceremony. He also will
remain on the Raritan Valley Coa-
lition board as well.

“I would very much like to stay
involved in politics, in public life
and public policy. I honestly don’t
know what that means in terms of
my future,” he noted.

“The job of mayor is a great job.
You really have a chance to have an
impact. It’s the government that is
closest to the people.”

For now he will work on his
career as an attorney and on raising
his children with his wife, Karen
Fountain.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim

All of Your Local News
At Your Fingertips:
www.goleader.com

residents back with a gala reopening
September 9, after being closed for
several weeks while renovations to
the interior of the library were com-
pleted.

Following a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, those in attendance were in-
vited inside for a reception and a first
look at the improvements – includ-
ing new carpeting and a fresh paint
job; new work and study tables; new
shelves and updated displays for pe-
riodicals and audiovisual materials,
and new computer areas.

The borough’s fifth annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration featured an
appearance by former heavyweight
boxer Gerry Cooney, as well as the
dedication of a new fire truck, plus
the traditional array of sidewalk sales,
displays, food, music, children’s ac-
tivities and contests.

Streetscape work got underway on
the east side of Martine Avenue, from
LaGrande Avenue toward South Av-
enue. Improvements to the west side

commenced at the conclusion of Co-
lumbus Day and Yom Kippur in Oc-
tober.

OCTOBER
The Borough Council voted

unanimously in favor of authoriz-
ing the Planning Board to conduct
a preliminary investigation of the
former Dean Oil site, to determine
if the long-vacant property could
be transformed into a downtown
redevelopment zone.

A candidates’ forum was once
again co-sponsored by The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the
Westfield Area League of Women
Voters, featuring the four candi-
dates for two Borough Council va-
cancies. The forum focused on such
issues as downtown revitalization,
property taxes, and shared services.

The fledgling Fanwood Business
and Professional Association dis-
cussed how individual businesses
could benefit by becoming a part of
ongoing downtown revitalization
efforts.

NOVEMBER
Republicans swept the General

Election for the second consecutive
year November 7, with Council Presi-
dent Joel Whitaker and his running
mate, first-time candidate Carol
Wood, capturing two open council
seats. They defeated Councilwoman
Swindlehurst and newcomer Mat-
thew Glennon on the Democratic
ticket.

Ms. Swindlehurst, who had been
tapped in March to fill the vacancy
left by the resignation of former
Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.,
was running for her first full term.
The dual victory by Mr. Whitaker
and Mrs. Wood widened the GOP’s
majority on the governing body from
4-3 to 5-2.

Elsewhere, former Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, a
Democrat, lost her second bid to
succeed Republican Congressman
Bob Franks in the Seventh District.

Mr. Franks relinquished his seat
for an unsuccessful Senate run, and
will be replaced in the House by Mrs.
Connelly’s Republican opponent,
Michael A. Ferguson.

The governing body debuted its
long-awaited, 240-page revised zon-
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Progress on Streetscape, Library Activities
Take Center Stage in Fanwood In Last Six Months

ing ordinance, which had undergone
a chapter-by-chapter review, almost
concurrently, by the Planning Board
and the Borough Council earlier in
the year.

Area residents mourned the loss of
two Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School alumni, Courtney Metzger,
21, and Kaliopi Vlachos, 24, both of
whom had also played on the high
school’s varsity soccer team. The
young women died from injuries sus-
tained in separate automobile acci-
dents on the final night of the Thanks-
giving weekend.

DECEMBER
It was announced that a lease agree-

ment was anticipated by January be-
tween the borough and NJ Transit for
expansion of south side parking at
the Fanwood train station. NJ Transit
recently purchased a lot adjacent to
the existing south side train station
parking area, formerly occupied by
Scotchwood Automotive, which is
expected to provide an additional 53
stalls.

Three local citizens were named
co-winners of a recent contest to
name the borough’s pocket park.
George Weiss, producer of
Fanwood’s TV-35; Tax Collector
Colleen Huehn and Susan Leonard,
a seventh-grade student at Terrill
Middle School, all chose “Carriage
House Park” as the name for the site.

The new park will be located op-
posite the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural
Arts Center, which had been known
for many years as the Carriage House
before being renamed in honor of
Fanwood’s first woman mayor in
January of 1999.

The governing body held a public
hearing on the borough’s revised zon-
ing ordinance, and introduced an-
other ordinance on first reading which
amends certain sections of the text,
at its December 14 meeting.

Officials expect to adopt the entire
package during a special council
meeting tonight, Thursday, Decem-
ber 28, to conclude borough business
for the year.

STARTING THE SEASON...About 150 members of Westfield’s Jewish
community gathered on North Avenue last Thursday evening to commemo-
rate the beginning of the eight-day Hanukkah holiday. Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and Mayor-elect Gregory S. McDermott offered their best wishes
for the season. Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah Center
welcomed the group and offered thanks to the Mayor, the Mayor-elect and
all of the Town Council for their help in approving the installation of the
Menorah and explained the significance of the holiday in Jewish history and
tradition. Rabbi Block explained that the Hanukkah Menorah is a symbol
of the triumph of freedom over oppression, of spirit over matter, and of light
over darkness. Chuck Lightner, a Westfield resident, drew a parallel
between the willingness of the city to approve the installation and the kind
of leadership reflected in the vitality of the community, as well as in its
willingness to be open to, supportive and affirming of all of its constituents.
Marty Spector, owner of Pan American Cleaners, lit the first candle
signifying the beginning of the season.”

Commerce Bank Seeks
To Open Branch In Fanwood

By BRIAN JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-

ning Board met December 18 to re-
view the proposal by Commerce Bank,
N.A. to open a new branch at 580 and
590 North Avenue on the corner of
Hetfield Avenue, next to the Quick
Chek.

One lot is currently the site of Today’s
Delight, while a one-and-a-half story
building is situated on the other.

Commerce Bank is prepared to share
parking with Quick Chek. According
to Bowling Engineering representa-
tive, Brett Skapense, the site plan pro-
posed involves an area of 3,669 square
feet for the bank and a 28,000-square-
foot property area, which will include
22 parking spaces and two drive-up
teller lanes if they are granted the
variance.

Two access driveways to North Av-
enue are also being planned. Accord-
ing to Commerce Bank representative
Jeff Lawry, the new branch will be “a
good fit in town at the location” and
“will have an aesthetically appealing
look” for the community. The area,
according to the board, is considered
to be a part of the general commercial
business district of Fanwood.

Consideration of parking location
and the bank’s entrance and exit are in
deliberation. Testimony by Fanwood
Police Sergeant Richard Trigo revealed
concern regarding cars making left
turns while exiting the bank on to
Hetfield Avenue, which could tie up
traffic.

An agreement was drawn between
the board and bank personnel to pro-
vide crossing guards for students en
route to the nearby Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School if the bank is
approved. Commerce Bank is seeking
a 48-square-foot prototype sign on its
property for advertisement.

The Fanwood signage ordinance
allows a business a maximum of 30
square feet for a free-standing sign on
each business property.

Members of Fanwood’s Shade Tree
Commission were on hand during the
evening to voice the need for a limita-
tion on the removal of trees on the
proposed site.

Commerce Bank East Coast Senior
Vice President Kevin Gillen advised
the board of the bank’s community
involvement requirement for its per-
sonnel.

Commerce Bank has been in service
for 30 years and has branches in New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware.

The hearing was to have resumed
last night, December 27, after press
deadline.

Festival of Lights

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times

Jeremy White Participates
In Wilderness Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jeremy
White, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Tom White of Scotch
Plains, recently partici-
pated in Salisbury State
University’s award-
winning Freshman Ori-
entation in the Wilder-
ness Program.

A 2000 graduate of
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School,
Jeremy plants to major
in communication arts
at Salisbury State.

All new Salisbury
State students are required to com-
plete university orientation. They
may choose from a variety of ori-
entation options including wilder-
ness experiences such as cycling in
Maine, sailing in the Chesapeake

Bay, or canoeing in Ontario,
Canada.

Jeremy opted for cy-
cling in Maine’s Acadia
National Park, a 10-day
trip during which stu-
dents learn to live and
work together develop-
ing lasting college
friendships, new skills
and a greater apprecia-
tion of the outdoors.

The trips foster both a
sense of self-reliance
and trust among stu-
dents. Participants in the

program tend to drop out of col-
lege at a lower rate than their
classmates, become more involved
in student life, and generally suc-
ceed academically, according to
studies reported by Salisbury State.

Jeremy White


