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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

The Best Present
You'll Ever Own!!

Give yourself the gift of membership!!
Long after material objects have lost their glitter and

become unimportant, our synagogue will be there for you.
Join now, & you'll receive a big discount on your initial membership!!

815 W. Seventh Street • Plainfield • (908) 756-6447
sholomplainfield@mailcity.com

For an OPPORTUNITY  to get involved
with a great Reform congregation,

Contact our Membership Chair, Ellen Berman, thru:

Temple Sholom, led by Rabbi Joel Abraham, provides:
An innovative Religious School for pre-K thru post confirmation, inter-
esting Adult Education programs, Renaissance trips for congregants age
50+, warm and inviting Shabbat services, individualized attention for
our B’nai Mitzvah, meaningful Social Action programs, enjoyable youth
group activities, special holiday programs, entertaining social activities,
a very fun Shabbat Pray ’n Play program for families with kids ages 0-4
and, most of all, our synagogue provides a warm environment to all Jew-
ish families, including intermarrieds.

Methodist Church
To Hold Workshop

On Divorce Recovery
WESTFIELD – The First United

Methodist Church of Westfield will
hold “Starting Again: A Divorce
Recovery Workshop” on seven Tues-
day nights beginning January 16.

The program will take place from
7 to 9 p.m. and is open to all individu-
als in the Westfield area who are
currently or recently in the process
of divorce.

The Reverend Dan Bottorff, a li-
censed marriage and family thera-
pist with over 15 years of experi-
ence, will be the facilitator for this
workshop. He is also the church’s
Associate Minister for Pastoral Care
and Nurture.

A $35 contribution is suggested
for the complete series of seven ses-
sions. Financial assistance and child
care are available upon request.

The church is located at 1 East
Broad Street. For more information
and to register for the workshop,
please call the office at (908) 233-
4211.

Watch Night Service
Set for December 31
At Baptist Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will conduct
its Watch Night Service on Sunday,
New Year’s Eve, December 31, at 7
p.m.

The program, featuring the theme
“Opening Your Heart’s Door to New
Opportunities,” will be the culminat-
ing service of the church’s Advent/
Holiday focus, entitled “A Season of
Wonder.”

It will recall the journey of the
wise men who visited Jesus after His
birth. As they left the child, the Bible
recounts, they returned home by a
different route, offering new oppor-
tunities to share what they had expe-
rienced. Holy Communion will be
distributed during the service.

Scotch Plains Baptist Church is
located at 333 Park Avenue. For fur-
ther information, please call the
church office at (908) 322-5487.

Are We Letting the Material World
Blur Our Vision of Christ’s Love?

BY REVEREND MONSIGNOR WILLIAM C. HARMS

A recent real estate report indicates
that the number of multi-million dollar
houses being built has dramatically
increased over the past 12 months.
Many of them are the property of young
couples under their mid-forties – the
“McMansion Phenomena.”

One such couple purchased a $6
million mansion on a lot on a quiet
island off Cape Cod. They proceeded
to spend thousands to redo an 18th-
century whaling captain’s home. The
couple had two demanding jobs, and
two children in day care. This is re-
ported as a success story for the year
2000. Why?

Put yourself in their shoes for a mo-
ment. Keeping up with the jobs re-
quires time and energy. Redoing a house
takes time and energy. Maintaining a
healthy relationship takes time and
energy. Creating a home in which to
raise two healthy, well-adjusted chil-
dren takes time and energy. One has to
ask, what values motivate this so-called
modern success story?

As we prepare for the New Year, it is
appropriate that we examine our
lifestyle, and the values that motivate
it. Are these the values that we really
want to govern our life, and which we
want to pass on to those who follow
us?

We often map out our lives, antici-
pating the future, striving for
tomorrow’s goals at the expense of
today. Simplicity demands that we en-
ter into the present moment with a view
to tomorrow.

One can see in the person of Christ

the epitome of simplicity. He had one
guiding force, the will of the Father. He
was not intimidated by threats, subject
to flattery, nor swayed by power or
wealth. We often enter into a when-
then lifestyle. When this happens, then
I will be happy. When I get this degree,
this job, this partner, this house, then I
will have arrived. Try to remember life
is a journey that never ends.

Often we dispense our energies, and
that threatens our well being by allow-
ing ourselves to be pulled apart by
conflicting demands; joining this club,
attending that party, accumulating these
goods, accommodating those people.
We can wake up and see life passing us
by, and feel cheated.

What values motivate our lives? Are
we willing to make some changes if
needed? Are we willing to make some
changes if needed? Are we motivated
by what other people think, or demand,
by the desire for power, by the need to
be number one, by our appearance, our
wealth, our academic ability?

We are challenged to place our focus
on the simplicity of Christ’s love for
each of us. With the love of God as a
focus, we will have a real success story
for this New Year.

*  *  *  *  *
Reverend Monsignor Harms was

appointed as Pastor of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
on September 16. He previously served
in various capacities at Seton Hall
University for 15 years, most recently
as Vice President for Planning.

Ms. Ruben Helps Broaden
Scope of Hotline Agency

WESTFIELD – Tamara Ruben,
Director of Education at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield, was recently
elected to the Board of Directors of
CONTACT We Care, the originally
Christian-based telephone hotline
and crisis intervention service.

Ms. Ruben is the first Jew to hold
a position of leadership at the 25-
year-old organization.

Born in Baghdad, Iraq, and raised
outside of Tel Aviv, Israel, Ms. Ruben
has called the United States home
for most of her adult life. Her
Sephardic Jewish background is cen-
tral to her identity and goals in life,
as she came to the United States with
the intention of working with and
guiding young people in Jewish edu-
cation.

An expert in the Old Testament,
Jewish history and Jewish holidays
and culture, Ms. Ruben first joined
CONTACT We Care and became a
telephone volunteer nearly three
years ago, because “it’s an organiza-
tion that is totally people-based,” she
said.

Now, as CONTACT’s first Jewish
member of the agency’s Board of
Trustees, Ms. Ruben is playing an
integral role in opening up the agency
so that people of all faiths will feel
welcome.

“The agency is taking a journey
which is more inclusive and I am
thrilled to be the first Jew to serve in
this way,” she remarked. “I feel ex-

tremely fortunate to be part of an
organization that is making history
in this way.”

With Ms. Ruben’s involvement,
the CONTACT by-laws have already
been changed “so that people of all
faiths will feel truly welcomed,” ac-
cording to a statement by the agency.

CONTACT We Care recruits, trains
and supervises adult volunteers who
offer the gift of listening to callers in
need. Callers are often lonely, de-
pressed, stressed or suicidal.

The next volunteer training ses-
sion will take place on Thursday
evenings, February 22 through May
10, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church in Westfield.

“I hope to continue working with the
board in this manner so that CON-
TACT will reflect an aura of inclusive-
ness and acceptance of others. I think
there is a crucial need for all faiths to
learn about each other, to celebrate
what is common and learn to tolerate
what is different,” Ms. Ruben said.

A member and Past President of
the Westfield-Mountainside
Ministerium Associates, she works
along with clergy and representa-
tives from social groups to learn about
each other and coordinate inter-faith
events within the community.

A founding member of N’shamah,
a Jewish renewal group, Ms. Ruben
also lectures at public and private
schools throughout the area on top-
ics including prejudice, tolerance and
the Holocaust.

Anyone interested in volunteering
with CONTACT We Care may call
(908) 490-1480.

Temple Emanu-El to Hold
Annual Israeli Film Festival
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will hold its Fifth An-
nual Israel Film Festival on Wednes-
days, January 17 and 31, at 7:30 p.m.
at the synagogue. A short discussion
will follow each film.

The featured movie on January 17
will be Crossfire, based on a true
story. It follows a Jewish girl and an
Arab boy who fall in love in 1948
Palestine. As Jews and Arabs prepare

for the war to come, the young couple
secretly carry on their romance.

Two films, each 45 minutes long,
will be shown on January 31. The
Fifth Commandment and Longing
both focus on one of the greatest rifts
in modern Israel – secularism versus
religion.

The program is offered free of
charge. For further information,
please call Carolyn Shane at (908)
232-6770.

JCC Sets Open House
For Nursery School

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey Nursery School, Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, will
sponsor an Open House for new fami-
lies on Wednesday, January 10, at
7:30 p.m. The campus is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Parents interested in the JCC Nurs-
ery School for the 2001-2002 school
year are invited to attend the pro-
gram. Susan Bennett, Early Child-
hood Director, will answer questions
about the JCC Nursery School and
Early Childhood programs. A tour of
the JCC facility, including the nurs-
ery school wing, will conclude the
evening’s activities.

Registration for the 2001-2002
Nursery School year will begin on
Tuesday, January 23. Families wish-
ing to bring their children to visit the
JCC Nursery School are asked to call
Ms. Bennett at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 204, for a daytime tour
and to register for the open house.

Families expecting to enroll their
children in the JCC Nursery School
or kindergarten must be members of
the JCC.

Tamara Ruben

KUDOS FOR COMMUNITY ACCESS…Union County Freeholder Lewis
Mingo, Jr., center, presents a resolution from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders to Sid Blanchard of Scotch Plains, Executive Director of
Community Access Unlimited, second from right. The Freeholders applauded
Community Access Unlimited on its first anniversary of having the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) grant under the Community Access banner.
Also on hand for the presentation, pictured left to right, are: Joan Koenigsberg
of the RSVP Program; Laurie Ludmer, RSVP Director of Union County and
Karolina Dudziak of Linden, Director of Member Services for Community
Access Unlimited.

JCC Schedules Open House
For New Specialty Camps

SCOTCH PLAINS – The newest
addition to Camp Yachad at the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey is the Tsofim Spe-
cialty Camps for grades 4 through 6.

An Open House for the Tsofim
Specialty Camps will be held on
Tuesday, January 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Wilf Jewish Community Cam-
pus, located at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

The Open House will include an
overview of the program, an oppor-
tunity to meet several key staff mem-
bers and registration. Campers are
welcome to attend this program.

The Specialty Camps will include
Adventure Travel, Soccer, Baseball,
Basketball, All Sports, Fine Arts,
Theater Arts and Gymnastics/Dance.
Professionals in each field will direct
the programs.

The specialty camps will be of-
fered in two-week sessions, with a
minimum sign-up of two sessions
required, and the sessions need not
be consecutive.

The majority of the Tsofim Spe-
cialty Camps will be based at the
Springfield Municipal Pool facil-
ity. Campers will be transported to
this site, which includes a large
outdoor pool, ballfields, locker
rooms, a picnic area and snack bar.
Gymnastics/Dance Camp and The-
ater Arts Camp will be held at sepa-
rate locations.

For more information, please call
the camp office at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 236. The JCC of Cen-
tral New Jersey is a constituent agency
of the United Way and the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey.

DECORATING A GIVING TREE…Third grade pupil Alex Daifotis, center
left, of Westfield and teacher Patty Euwer, far right, also of Westfield, pose with
other third graders in front of one of three Mitten Trees at The Pingry School’s
Lower School Campus in Short Hills. As part of the school’s community service
activities, the third grade classes led the effort that secured more than 270 pairs
of new mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to be donated to needy children.

SALUTING THE SOCIETY… Union County Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, right,
presents a resolution to Robert E. Miller, Vice President of the Westfield
Historical Society, and Colonel Mary Jo Rice, of the retired Army Nurse
Corps. The Historical Society collaborated with various veterans’ organiza-
tions in its sponsorship of a Veterans Day Dinner Dance in support of
disabled veterans on November 11. Historical Society President Brian
Muller was unable to attend the meeting.

Scotch Plains Scouts
Donate  50 Toys

To Hospitals in the Area
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains

Cub Scout Pack No. 34 recently do-
nated some 50  toys for distribution to
children at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit and Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal in Mountainside.

During their  December pack meet-
ing, the scouts brought their donated
gifts and created individual custom-
made cards to accompany each present.

The toy drive was one of several
community service projects planned by
Pack No. 34 and its six individual dens.
Some of their other planned efforts in-
clude a clothing and blanket drive for
the homeless in January and a clean-up
project at a local park in the spring. In
addition, several  Pack No. 34 dens
assisted with food drives and helped to
distribute turkeys to the needy at Thanks-
giving.

Each scout was presented with an
official Cub Scout Pinewood Derby
Kit for helping to make the holidays
a little brighter for hospitalized chil-
dren. The kits contain materials for
the scouts to build small wooden
cars for the event. Pack 34’s Pin-
ewood Derby is slated for Friday,
February 16, at Evergreen Elemen-
tary School.

Mr. Bagger Sponsors Bill
To Establish Commission

TRENTON — Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Richard H.
Bagger (R-22nd) that would establish
a Joint Commission on Governmental
Performance Review and Evaluation
was released by the Assembly Regula-
tory Oversight Committee by a 5-0
vote.

The legislation has been referred to
the Assembly Appropriations Commit-
tee, chaired by Mr. Bagger, which meets
next on Thursday, January 18.

According to the bill, A-2703, the
commission would conduct studies and
issue reports on the effectiveness of
state agencies and programs in meet-
ing goals and objectives, operating ef-
ficiency, and accomplishing legisla-
tive intent. It also would review the

functional areas of state government
according to a seven-year schedule.

“The goal of the commission will be
to review, evaluate and report to the
public on the performance of existing
governmental agencies and programs,”
said Assemblyman Bagger, R-
Middlesex, Morris, Somerset, Union.
“As a result of the commissions pro-
posed duties, the government will be-
come more open to the public and will
allow state residents the opportunity to
witness and examine the ways in which
state agencies are managed.”

Assemblyman Bagger said the nine-
member commission would be com-
prised of equal numbers of bipartisan
Senators and Assembly members, along
with the Legislative Budget and Fi-
nance Officer, ex officio. The Office of
Legislative Services would provide
professional staff, employees and re-
sources to the joint commissions.

“In addition, it is my hope that the
commission will help to streamline
governmental agencies, reduce the
amount of duplicate work, and in gen-
eral yield a more efficient and effective
government,” said Assemblyman Bag-
ger.

An identical bill in the Senate, S-
1551, has been referred to the Re-
ferred to Senate Government Com-
mittee.


