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WARM REMEMBRANCE…Ralph Conti holds a resolution from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders which
honors his late wife, Ann. Ms. Conti served as the County Surrogate from 1982 to 1999. Joining him at the memorial to
Ms. Conti, pictured left to right, are: Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Alexander Mirabella; County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi; Mountainside Mayor Robert F. Viglianti; Freeholder Chairman Daniel Sullivan; Louis J. Thomas,
Chairman of the Ann Conti Memorial Committee and committee members Karen MacQueen, Jim Debbie and John Post.
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Borough Joins Freeholders
In Honoring Ann P. Conti

MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County Freeholder Chairman Daniel
Sullivan and Vice Chairman
Alexander Mirabella joined County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, Mountainside
Mayor Robert F. Viglianti, members
of the Ann Conti Memorial Commit-
tee and Mountainside residents to
honor the late Ann P. Conti.

“Ann was honored by her commu-
nity and her county, both of which she
served long and well,” stated Free-
holder Chairman Sullivan. “While she
served as the County Surrogate from
1982 to 1999, Ann earned a reputa-
tion as a competent, caring and com-
passionate public servant.

“These qualities were a great
source of comfort to county resi-
dents who used the office at the most
difficult of times,” he added.

According to those with whom she
worked, Ms. Conti did not just sit in
her office waiting for the public to
call or come to her. While she was
the County’s Surrogate, she initiated
the program of speaking to civic and
senior citizen groups to advise them
of the importance of estate planning.
That program has continued under
her successor, James LaCorte.

Her service to others was not lim-
ited to her duties as County Surro-
gate, her colleagues recalled. She
aided fellow Mountainside residents
via such tasks as being a representa-
tive of the Mountainside Municipal
Ethics Committee and service on

special committees.
“Because she was an outstanding

citizen and because of her years of
exceptional, devoted and unselfish
service as the County Surrogate, the
Freeholders decided to donate $1,000
to the Ann Conti Memorial Fund,”
said Freeholder Vice Chairman
Mirabella.

“That money, together with funds
raised by the Memorial Committee,
were used to honor this outstanding
public servant with a monument on
borough property at the edge of the
lawn of the Hetfield House, adjacent
to the Mountainside Library,” he
explained.

“Funds left over were designated
for the site’s landscaping (which will
feature a Honey Locust tree, Box-
wood shrubs, ornamental ground
cover and flowers) and a bench that
will create a peaceful spot for rest
and contemplation. Should there be
any excess funds after that, Louis J.
Thomas, Chairman of the Memorial
Committee, said that it will be do-
nated to the Hetfield House,” Mr.
Mirabella concluded.

Chairman Sullivan stated, “I join
the rest of the freeholder board,
Joanne Rajoppi and Ann’s successor,
Jim LaCorte, in saying that her
memory and achievements serve as
models for the Surrogate’s office to
this day. Ann Conti was called a gem
of a person by Mayor Viglianti. Few
people would disagree with him.”

Westfield Switching to Fridays Only
For Curbside Recycling Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Come January
5th, Westfielders on both the north
and south sides of town will be uni-
fied on at least one aspect of munici-
pal government: recycling pickups.

After five years with Advanced
Recycling Technologies Systems,
better known as ARTS, the town has
contracted with a new, larger-based
outfit – Central Jersey Waste & Re-
cycling, Inc. out of Trenton.

In the past, the northside of town
had recyclables collected on Thurs-
days with the southside of town
picked up on Fridays.

That’s history. As of next week,
the entire town will be serviced ev-
ery other Friday for a total of 26
pickups in 2001.

Town Engineer Kenneth B. Marsh
told the Town Council at its Decem-
ber 12 conference meeting that the
town will be charged $185,000 for
the one-year contract. ARTS, now

known as Maddaluna Disposal, bid
$246,946 for the contract.

“So, obviously, they are out of the
box,” Mr. Marsh told the council.

The other bidder, Great Northern
Recycling, Inc., bid $187,620 for a
Wednesday and Thursday pickup to
be conducted every other week.

Maddaluna currently charges the
town $17.75 per household, which
Mr. Marsh said, breaks down to
$183,000 a year.

Central Jersey, which services part
of Scotch Plains currently, bid
$583,212 for a three-year contract,
which was also the low bid. Great
Northern came in at $591,471.

Great Northern bid $218,400 for a
one-day collection on Thursdays and
$228,800 for Friday pickups, begin-
ning the first week in January. They
bid $228,800 for a Friday pickups
starting the second week of January.

Mr. Marsh said he recommended a
shorter contract than Maddaluna’s
pact which ran for five years.

The service will remain un-
changed, with collections to include
newspapers, mixed paper, corrugated
cardboard and household batteries,
glass bottles and jars, plastic bottles,
aluminum and tin cans, metal clothes
hangers empty paint cans, spray or
aerosol cans, aluminum foil and alu-
minum pans, polyboard and aseptic
cartons, town officials advised.

Recycling pickups do not include
bulky and attic waste, hazardous
waste or electronic items.

Under the new pact Central Jersey’s
schedule is as follows: January 5 and
19; February 2 and 16; March 2, 16
and 30; April 13 and 27; May 11 and
25; June 8 and 22; July 6 and 20;
August 3, 17 and 31; September 14
and 28; October 12 and 26; Novem-
ber 9 and 23, and December 7 and 21.

If a pickup is missed, residents
should call Central Recycling at (888)
870-8566. Curbside pickups begin at
6 a.m.

Chelsea at Fanwood Expresses
Thanks For Response to Toy Drive

F-SP Rotary Club Reveals
‘Share-in Youth’ Winners

Town GOP Chairman, Robert Cockren,
Resigns Citing Business Commitments

WESTFIELD — Long time
Westfield Republican Chairman, Rob-
ert W. Cockren has announced his res-
ignation as Chairman of the Westfield
Town Republican Committee.

In making the announcement, Mr.

Cockren indicated that an anticipated
change in his business commitments
in the year 2001 no longer made it
possible for him to serve.

Mr. Cockren was first elected as
Westfield’s Republican Chairman in

1993. He succeeded former Republi-
can Chairman Allen Chin who also
previously served as the town’s
Mayor. Mr. Cockren was reelected
by Westfield Republicans in 1994,
1996, 1998 and most recently in
June, 2000. His term as Republican
Party Chairman expires in June, 2002.

In making the announcement, Mr.
Cockren stated that, “I have made this
decision with mixed emotions and
some sadness, but also in anticipation
of new challenges in the future.”

The members of the Westfield
Town Republican Committee will
elect Mr. Cockren’s successor in a
meeting to be held in early January
of the new year. Mr. Cockren is a
lawyer in private practice and is a
partner in the law firm of Rubin
Baum LLP, which maintains offices
in New York City and Short Hills,
New Jersey. Mr. Cockren is the Man-
aging Partner of the firm’s New Jer-
sey practice.

He is also a member of the Board
of Trustees of Kean University, where
he also serves as a member of the
Board’s Executive Committee. He
also has been active in a number of
other community, legal and chari-
table activities.

Mr. Cockren has resided in
Westfield for the last 18 years with
his wife Cyndi. They have three chil-
dren, Erin, Garrett and Ryan.

‘Women of Excellence’
Nominations Sought

AREA — Applicants are being
sought for the ninth annual “Women
of Excellence” awards program spon-
sored by the Union County Commis-
sion on the Status of Women.

The commission is seeking out-
standing women nominees of Union
County who have distinguished them-
selves in one or more of the following
categories: Arts and Humanities; Busi-
ness/Entrepreneur; Community Ser-
vice; Education; Government; Law;
Law Enforcement; Medicine/Health
Care, and/or Women’s Advocacy.

The women selected from the
nominees will be honored at The
Westwood in Garwood on Friday,
March 16.

A résumé or biography with a cover
letter highlighting the accomplish-
ments and outstanding achievements
of the nominee should be submitted
to Joan Abitante, 322 Dietz Street,
Roselle, 07203.

The deadline for nomination sub-
missions is Thursday, January 4. For
additional information, please call
Mrs. Abitante at (908) 241-4889.

Among the recipients of the Union
County 2000 Women of Excellence
awards were: Willetta BaCote of
Fanwood – Women’s Advocate; Sharon
Freshwater of Scotch Plains – Entrepre-
neur; Joan Frances Harris of Westfield
– Community Service; Patricia A. Plante
of Fanwood – Volunteerism; Lenore
Scurry of Westfield – Volunteerism, and
Holly E. Wetscher of Westfield — Health
Care.

FANWOOD — Winners of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club’s “Share-in Youth” fundraiser
were announced at a special club
meeting by Karin Dreixler and Andy
Calamaras, Co-Chairmen for the
drive.

The event raised a total of $19,650,
which will go to the many youth
organizations in the community, as
well as to the winners.

The three winners receiving half
the amount were: First Prize, Steve
Raymond of Berkeley Heights,
$5,895; Second Prize, Jody Serra of
Lebanon, $2,947.50, and Third Prize,
John Lombardo, $982.50.

The balance of $9,825 will be dis-
tributed to the following local youth

organizations, each of which will
receive $1,403.50.

• Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
• Fanwood Community Founda-

tion
• Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Leadership Program
• RESOLVE Community Coun-

seling
• David Ringle Scholarship Foun-

dation
• Rotary Gift of Life
• CONTACT We Care
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-

tary Club expressed its appreciation
to all who supported the annual fund-
raising event. The club meets at the
Park Place Restaurant in Scotch
Plains every Wednesday at noon.

Devlins’ Website Is Designed
To Give Home Buyers An Edge

The Marine Corps, along with the
entire Chelsea family would like to ex-
press appreciation to the many citizens
of the Fanwood area for their terrific
response to this year’s Toys for Tots
Drive that lasted from November 1
through December 12.

The staff of The Chelsea at Fanwood
is very proud to announce that with your
help we have collected holiday toys for
over 40 economically disadvantaged
children.

This year’s local Fanwood Toys for
Tots Drive was successful because of the
many donations from community mem-
bers and Chelsea residents who came out
to show their support.

The mission of the United States Ma-
rine Toys for Tots Foundation not for
profit charity is to assist the United State
Marine Corps in providing a tangible

sign of hope to economically disadvan-
taged children during the holidays. The
focus of this assistance is supporting the
United States Marine Corps Reserve
Toys for Tots Program.

The Chelsea Senior Residences are
operated by Castle Senior Living, LLC
and as part of their on-going mission,
continues their role of sponsoring nu-
merous fundraisers and community
drives for local non-profit organizations
throughout the greater New Jersey area.

Our thanks again to everyone who lent
their support for this worthy cause.

First Sgt. Scott Mearkle
U.S. Marine Corps

Marjorie Deas
Director, Community Relations

The Chelsea at Fanwood

WESTFIELD –Barbara and Bob
Devlin of the Westfield office of
Coldwell Banker, a team selling homes
in Union County, has built an Internet
Website that allows home buyers to be
the first to know when a home becomes
available.

The prospective homebuyer can log
onto the Devlins’ Website at
www.bobdevlin.com, and enter a de-
scription of a home. Matching listings
are retrieved directly from the multiple
listing system and within a matter of
minutes the buyer has been e-mailed a
complete list of appropriate homes for
sale in the desired towns. Many of these
listings may not yet have appeared on
major Websites.

“Although they offer a good overview
of a real estate market, the big real estate
Websites simply aren’t current enough
for today’s fast-paced real estate mar-
ket,” Mr. Devlin said. “It generally takes
a couple of days for a new listing to be
uploaded to a major Website. By that
time, the local real estate agents have
already taken their clients to see the
home, and it may be sold.”

“Our service is as fast as it gets. The
multiple listing service is monitored for
desirable new listings and we let the
client know about them right away. A
description and photo, if one is avail-
able, is e-mailed right away when a
match is made. Home shoppers who
check their e-mail regularly could know
about a new listing before the buyers
who are simply surfing other real estate
Websites,” Mr. Devlin added.

“With a quick look at their e-mail, the
home shoppers can decide what action to
take. They don’t have to take the time to
talk to me unless they want to know
more about the home or make an ap-
pointment to see it. Moreover, we can e-
mail other information important to buy-
ers, such as complete school reports,
neighborhood profiles, comparative
market activity and maps and directions.
Today’s consumers appreciate that con-

venience,” he said.
Present homeowners can also benefit

from bobdevlin.com. By clicking on the
“Market Activity,” icon they can request
e-mailed photos and information about
pending or recent sales of comparable
homes in their neighborhood. These com-
parable sales help them to get an idea of
the value of their home.

“Our Website is of particular benefit
to home sellers in that it offers a great
deal of information about the towns in
our service area,” Mr. Devlin said. “The
value of homes in our lovely Union
County suburbs is tied closely to the
desirability of the community. The de-
tails we offer about houses of worship,
community organizations, history, com-
muting and schools is not available on
any other real estate Website. It helps to
sell the unique character of the commu-
nity to prospective buyers, thereby cre-
ating a demand for homes there.”

Mr. Devlin is a Broker Sales Associ-
ate with the Westfield office of Coldwell
Banker Realtors. He is a member of the
New Jersey Association of realtor
(NJAR) Million Dollar club, Silver
Level, and Coldwell Banker’s Interna-
tional President’s Circle, His is also a
member of the NJAR Distinguished Sales
Club, an exclusive group of associates
who have achieved Million Dollar Club
status for 10 years or more. Before be-
coming a real estate professional 12
years ago, he held a financial manage-
ment position with a Fortune 500 com-
pany. He is a graduate of Duquesne
University in Pittsburgh.

Mrs. Devlin has earned her Graduate,
Realtor Institute (GRI) designation. Both
sales professionals have been certified
by the national Trust for Historic Preser-
vation to make antique homes and also
do work with Previews, Coldwell
Banker’s luxury homes division.

The couple has lived in Union County
since 1964. Mr. or Mrs. Devlin may also
be contacted at the Coldwell Banker’s
office at (908) 233-5555.

Boosters Association Thanks
 Community For Fundraising Aid

Letters to the Editor

On December 1, the Governor
Livingston Ice Hockey Boosters Asso-
ciation held a Gift Basket Raffle to raise
money towards the enormous budget our
team is challenged with. This event would
simply not have been possible if not for
the generosity of the many local mer-
chants who donated the prizes.

Please note, events like ours are not
unique and our local merchants are year-
long contributors to our local schools,
scouts and other community clubs. Be
sure to frequent these businesses, they
are the backbones of our community.

On behalf of the parents of the Gover-
nor Livingston High School Ice Hockey
Boosters Association, we would like to
extend our thanks to: Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery, Bayberry Card & Gifts, Bliwise
Liquors, Bombay, Bowcraft Amusement
Park, Bridgewater Sports Arena Pro
Shop, Can Do Fitness Center, Capitol
Lighting, Christoffer’s, Cioffi’s Pizza,
Clay Monkey, Coppola Ristorante &
Pizzeria, Guillotine Haircutters, Holi-

day Inn, Home Depot, Hunt Club, Kendra
Newman, Mountainside Deli, Murray
Hill Health & Racquet Club, Nokia,
Outback Restaurant, Pampered Chef/
Patti Fitsimmons, Party Lite/Jackie
Chervasian, Party Stop/Costume Cor-
ner, Peregrine Photo Art, Radio Shack,
Reflections on Canvas, Rejuvenation’s
Salon, Renee Fafard/Esthetiques, S.M.
Electric, Scarlet Begonias, Score!,
Scotties, Sestri Caffe & Restorante, 7-
11 of Mountainside, Sherwood Chiro-
practic, ShopRite, Spanish Tavern,
Springfield Liquors, Sun Tavern,
Surgent’s Elite, Target, TGI Friday’s
Restaurant, The Leader Store, The Re-
pair Shack, The New Jersey Devils, The
Town Book Store of Westfield,
Longaberger Baskets/Theresa Flood,
Trader Joe’s, Donald Vanarelli, Esq.,
West Coast Video, World of Liquor and
Zainy Brainy.

The Governor Livingston High
School Hockey Booster Association

Westfield Rotarians Welcome
Club’s District Governor Bzura

WESTFIELD – During last week’s
regular luncheon meeting, the Rotary
Club of Westfield welcomed District
Governor Adrienne J. Bzura as she re-
viewed the club’s activities and confirmed
her goals for the year 2000-2001.

Governor Bzura congratulated the
leadership and members of the
Westfield Club on continuing their
service projects to the Westfield com-
munity and in response to interna-
tional needs.

The governor gave four priorities
for her year in office commencing
with support of the Rotary Founda-
tion which is participating, among
many projects, in the aim to eradicate
Polio worldwide.

Secondly, Governor Bzura asked
for a proactive approach to member-

ship development and retention. There
is a need for committed Rotarians to
achieve all that we set out to accom-
plish, she said.

Our third priority is to enhance
Rotary’s public image. Rotary Inter-
national President Frank Devlyn
wishes the Rotary name to be recog-
nized in all communities of the world.

Governor Bzura encourages all 46
clubs in Rotary District No. 7510 to
work towards receipt of President
Devlyn’s citation through continuation
of meaningful projects and by realizing
useful service to the community.

Rotary International is a service
organization of over 1.2 million busi-
ness and professional men and
women in 30,000 clubs in 160 coun-
tries worldwide.


