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Presidential Election And, Locally, Mayoral
Races Made 2000 A Year to Remember

Regardless of When Millennium Actually
Begins, New Year’s Goals Are Most Important

‘Tis kind of ironic, isn’t it, that a year that started
with worries about the survivability of our modern
computers ended with controversies over the accu-
racy of 19th century voting procedures? This first
year of the new millennium (for those of you who
believe the new century doesn’t actually begin until
this coming January 1, enjoy your own celebration)
certainly has been a memorable one, both nationally
and locally.

We’ll be telling our children and our children’s
children for years to come about this most bizarre of
presidential elections, with butterfly ballots and
hanging chads and endless litigation over recounts
and telephone calls to concede and, then, a follow-
up call to take back that concession. If ever the
United States could be said to be split straight down
the middle, now is the time. Vice President Al Gore
won more votes than Governor George W. Bush, but
in rounded-off numbers, each man won about 49
percent of the votes. Mr. Bush won the Electoral
College vote with an eyelash of a majority. The U.S.
Senate is split 50-50 while the Republicans will
control the House of Representatives by just a
handful of votes.

What this portends for the coming few years is, of
course, anyone’s guess. The big, controversial cam-
paign promises of the fall, like Mr. Bush’s massive
tax cut and Social Security privatization, are history
unless the national economy turns down sharply.
With the Senate, at least ideologically, now con-
trolled by those of a moderate-liberal bent, a Presi-
dent Bush can forget about appointing Supreme
Court justices in the molds of his heroes, Clarence
Thomas and Antonin Scalia. On the other side,
Democrats can put aside any hope of big new
government spending programs, except, of course,
for education—the new pet project of those on the
left and the right. Unless a good number of people
in Washington, D.C. suddenly get infected with a
massive dose of statesmanship, the first years of the
coming Bush Administration are likely to be ones in
which little gets done—and some Americans might

not think that’s such a bad idea.
Closer to home, New Jersey has itself a new U.S.

Senator, and we are curious to see how Democrat Jon
Corzine of Summit, after spending gobs of money to
get himself elected, fares on Capitol Hill once he
realizes that the spending programs he advocated on
the campaign trail are mostly dead-on-arrival. Given
the narrow GOP majority in the House, our new
Congressman, Michael Ferguson, will be counted
on by his leadership to toe the party line as often as
possible. We just hope he remembers the folks back
home during some of those votes. And even closer to
home, with Governor Christine Todd Whitman’s
impending departure to head the Environmental
Protection Agency, Scotch Plains’ own Donald T.
DiFrancesco prepares to assume the role of Acting
Governor as he gets set to run for the post of Elected
Governor next year.

Some area towns will also be seeing some changes
in the coming year. Westfield will have a new Mayor,
Gregory S. McDermott, a Republican who succeeds
two-termer Thomas C. Jardim. Scotch Plains will
swear in its first directly-elected Mayor, Republican
Martin L. Marks.

Our towns enter 2001 on positive notes, for the most
part. Westfield’s downtown continues to thrive and
new businesses have been welcomed in recent weeks.
Scotch Plains has embarked on some major improve-
ments to its own business district and Fanwood has
done the same. The local school systems are sound
and residents, in general, seem content.

We’d like to say, “thank you,” to our towns, our
local elected officials, the professionals who “make
the trains run on time” in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Mountainside, our local business
people and, of course, the residents of these commu-
nities for continuing to work together to make this
area of Union County such a great place to live, to do
business and to raise a family. We don’t need chads
that are dimpled, hanging, pregnant or otherwise to
show ourselves off to the world. Our towns speak for
themselves.

The debate probably started around 1997 or 1998,
when people began discussing the enormity of the
coming change—not just of year or decade or
century, but of millennium. Parties began to be
planned, cities around the world started thinking of
celebratory ways to outdo each other, hotels were
booked, futurists discussed the meaning, if any, of a
new millennium and average folks began to worry,
perhaps, about what they would do with still-unused
checks that contained the soon-to-be obsolete
“19____” in the date line.

Then a small but vocal group of mathematical
nitpickers set out to subvert the globe’s plans for
history’s biggest mass party. The one-thousandth
year of the second millennium, they pointed out,
doesn’t end until December 31 of the year 2000.
New Year’s Eve 1999 would actually close the door,
not on the millennium itself but simply its 999th
year. Putting things in simple terms, this band of
accurate millennium measurers noted that the sec-
ond decade A.D. didn’t start on January 1 of the year
10, but the year 11.

Count up the number of years in the first decade,
they urged us. The tenth year was the year 10. There
is no year zero, they yelled. Taking things to higher
levels of mathematics, the one-thousandth year of a
millennium is, of course, 1000. The one-thousandth
year of the second millennium, logically, would be
2000. Thus, these party-poopers insisted a year ago,
the world’s big bash welcoming the new millen-

nium would have to wait another 365—no, 366
because of Leap Year—days!

Well, like the jilted-at-the-altar bride who throws a
party for the wedding guests despite the realities of the
situation, planet Earth went ahead last December 31 and
ushered in the roundest of round-numbered years in
anyone’s memory. Newspapers printed their biggest
banner headlines, TV cameras recorded the celebrations
around the world, cities from New York and Beijing to
Paris and Sydney were jammed with celebrants, includ-
ing, we’d suspect, many of those same people who
insisted that the wrong year was being honored.

Perhaps the wrong year was, indeed, celebrated 12
months ago. But then those millennium accuratists
should also acknowledge that this coming weekend’s
celebrations ushering in 2001 will also be off the
mark. For who on this planet follows the calendar
that proclaims this year to be 2000 and next year to
be 2001, with the dividing line being midnight on
December 31? The Jewish calendar certainly doesn’t;
their new year is in the fall and they’re a few
thousand years ahead of us. The Chinese New Year
occurs a month from now. Others are also on a
different schedule.

In the end, the beginning of a new year—any new
year—shouldn’t be a cause for much of anything
except an excuse to take stock of our lives, resolve to
make some positive changes, set new goals and,
most importantly, scribble the correct year on that
first check made out in the new year.

Reader Doesn’t Want Party Politics
Creeping Into Local School Boards

In your editorial of November 30, you
ask why elections for the school board
are not combined with the general elec-
tions. I believe there is a compelling
reason to keep these elections separate –
to prevent “party politics” from becom-
ing an issue in how our Board of Educa-
tion is made up!

Ours are small communities, and one
might expect that the good of the com-
munity as a whole would be the guiding
principle in deliberations by our govern-
ing bodies. One needs only to look back
at the embarrassing partisan wrangling
that has taken place in the Scotch Plains
Township Council over the past two
years to see what can happen when party
affiliation is allowed to take precedence.

We cannot allow this way of thinking
to take over the management of our

schools!
I do not know, nor do I care, what

political party affiliation the current
members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education have, if any. I read
their position statements in the paper,
attend Candidates Night to hear them in
person, and vote for those people who I
believe will do the best job in providing
a quality education for all our children,
in a safe environment, while keeping
costs as low as is practical. To combine
this election with the November General
Election, and allow the inevitable divi-
sion along party lines to creep in, would
surely undermine the present system of
dedicated, caring volunteers who serve
on our Board of Education.

Janet Mann
Scotch Plains

Mayor Jardim Thanked for His
‘Exemplary’ Service to Westfield

I write to thank Mayor Tom Jardim
for four years of exemplary service to
the Town of Westfield.

Mayor Jardim brought to the Town
Council fresh ideas to improve Westfield,
a tireless work ethic, and the leadership
necessary to solve long-standing prob-
lems. One need only look at our thriving
downtown to understand the progress
Westfield has made under his leader-
ship. In one of his first acts as Mayor in
1996, he founded the Raritan Valley
Line Commuter Commission which con-
tinues striving to make Midtown Direct
train service from Westfield to Manhat-
tan a reality. Mayor Jardim’s vision and
positive impact will be felt long into the
future.

But over these past four years, what I
have grown to respect most about Mayor
Jardim is his demonstrated commitment
to the Westfield Neighborhood Council
and the Cacciola Place and Central Av-
enue neighborhood. His belief that no
one should in Westfield should be left
behind — that our prosperity should be
shared by all — exemplifies the commu-
nity spirit that makes Westfield a special
place to live. I hope and believe that as
Mayor, Greg McDermott will continue
this tradition of inclusiveness. Nonethe-
less, I speak for many when I say that
Mayor Tom Jardim’s dedication and
accomplishments will not be forgotten.

Kenneth B. Rotter
Westfield

While Presenting Challenges, 2000
Scotch Plains Had a Successful Year

It is December 28 and I am still wait-
ing for the Y2K bug to destroy civiliza-
tion as we know it. I don’t want to get
cocky with just three days to go in the
year, but it looks like we are going to
make it. The year 2000 did present its
challenges and did take its toll in some
respects, but for the most part, I think we
in Scotch Plains had a successful year on
many fronts.

I look back on my first year as mayor,
and realize from a personal perspective
that my life has changed immeasurably
just from the sheer number of individu-
als I have met throughout the year. I have
had a chance to work with and hear from
many of the wonderful people that live
in Scotch Plains. I have also had the
opportunity to travel to other communi-
ties and brag to their officials about what
a special place Scotch Plains is.

On Monday, January 1, I will be sworn

in to a new term as your mayor and will
speak about all that the year 2000 has
brought, and more importantly, what we
hope to accomplish together in the year
to come. I invite you all to stop by the
municipal building or catch the event on
TV-34. The ceremony will commence at
1 p.m.

I hope that this holiday season has
been meaningful to you. On behalf of my
family, I wish all Scotch Plains citizens
a healthy and prosperous 2001. I also
hope that those of you who experienced
loss and heartache in the past year, find
peace and happiness in the New Year.
We will have much to accomplish as we
meet the challenges that present them-
selves. I believe we are up to the task,
and I am anxious to take them on with
your help.

Martin L. Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains

Family of Karen Franzone Thanks
Community for Their Support

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion to the many families of our commu-
nities of Scotch Plains and Fanwood for
the tremendous outpouring of support
shown to us in the recent loss of our
beloved Karen Franzone. The strength
needed during this very trying time was
given to us through your expressions of
concern, love, prayers and your presence.

Sincere gratitude to the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Police Departments for
their time and kindness.

Many thanks to Dr. Carol Choye, Dr.
David Heisey, the entire district staff,
and the students of the high school for all
they did to help ease the pain of our loss.
So many of Karen’s students told us how
Karen was always there for them and
how much they loved her. Karen would
be pleased to know how her students
were there for us in our time of need.

To the community of St. Bartholomew,
our Pastor, Father Hummel, Associates,
Father Lester and Father Tony; our prin-
cipal, Sister Louise Lauretti, the staff,
students and their parents of St.
Bartholomew’s school — we are very
appreciative of all of your prayers and
your participation in the beautiful Mass
of the Resurrection for Karen.

To all who were so kind and patient to
wait in lines at the funeral home, to
attend the Mass and the burial — we
thank you. To the friends of Karen’s
children, Joe, Michael and Jeannette, for
all your expressions of love and support-
ive presence proving how caring our
young people are, we love you.

Thank you to the Rossi Funeral Home
and most especially Bernadette Stoeker
who could not have been more caring
and helpful and her associates, Bill
Mariani and Sandy Neilsen, for all of
their kindnesses.

To those of you who made contribu-
tions in Karen’s name, we thank you for
enabling her spirit to continue to touch
the lives of others.

To those of you who sent sympathy
cards, how touched we all are not only at
the thought that went into the selection

of the cards but to all who took the time
to express in their own words their feel-
ings for us and for Karen. What a beau-
tiful tribute to a beautiful young woman.

We have always believed Karen was
special — thank you for confirming this
belief.

The Franzone & Schiller Families

Marines, Chelsea Thank Supporters
Of This Year’s Toys for Tots Drive

The Marine Corps, along with the
entire Chelsea family, would like to
express appreciation to the many citi-
zens of the Fanwood area for your ter-
rific response to this year’s Toys for Tots
Drive that lasted from November 1
through December 12.

The staff of The Chelsea at Fanwood
is very proud to announce that, with your
help, we have collected toys for over 40
economically disadvantaged children.
This year’s local Fanwood Toys for Tots
Drive was successful because of the
many donations from community mem-
bers and Chelsea residents who came out
to show their support.

The mission of the U.S. Marine Toys
for Tots Foundation, a not-for-profit
charity, is to assist the United States
Marine Corps in providing a tangible

sign of hope to economically disadvan-
taged children during the holidays.

The focus of this assistance is sup-
porting the United States Marine Corps
Reserve Toys Program.

The Chelsea senior residences are
operated by Castle Senior Living, LLC
and, as part of their ongoing mission,
continue their role of sponsoring numer-
ous fundraisers and community drives
for local non-profit organizations
throughout the Greater New Jersey area.

Our thanks again to everyone who lent
their support for this worthy cause.

Sergeant Scott Mearkle
U.S. Marine Corps

Marjorie Deas
Director, Community Relations

The Chelsea at Fanwood

CYNIC

cynic - In circa 300 B.C.,
Antisthenes, a disciple of Socrates,
founded a philosophy based on-a
doctrine proposed by his mentor
which held that “virtue, not pleasure,
should be the true purpose of life,
and self-control the only means of
achieving it.” His followers were bit-
terly mocking of those that did not
agree with them. Their bark, how-
ever, was worse than their bite.

This killjoy approach to life, and
the snarling attitude directed towards
those who did not conform to this
harsh creed, did not win widespread
popularity for this cult, as you prob-
ably guessed. In fact, the public re-
sponse to this philosophy, and to
those who espoused it, is evidenced
by the nickname given to Antisthenes’
followers. They were called kunikos,
the Greek word for “one who snarls
like a dog.” This sense lingers on in
the current English version of this
word, cynics

Cynic is currently defined as “one
who is scornful of the motives of
others; bitterly mocking, sneering” -
the figurative equivalent of man bites
man.

Outgoing Mayor Jardim Thanks Westfielders
For Opportunity to Have Served Town

As my two terms of Mayor of the
town Westfield come to a close, I
wanted to express to the residents of
Westfield my profound gratitude for
the opportunity to serve them over
the past four years. I have tremen-
dously enjoyed that opportunity, and
I an deeply grateful that the voters of
Westfield entrusted me to lead our
town as Mayor.

While I did not accomplish all
that I set out to do, perhaps my
proudest accomplishment was in
trying, and I believe in succeeding,
to make Westfield’s municipal gov-
ernment more accessible, more re-
sponsive and more focused on its
sole and primary objective of serv-

ing the public.
I was asked what it is best about

Westfield. Is it its downtown? Its
tree-lined streets and colonial
homes? Or its parks, recreational
facilities or school system? The truth
is, the best thing about Westfield is
its people. For despite their diverse
economic, religious, ethnic racial
and social backgrounds, those who
choose to live in Westfield do so
with a shared vision – an
interconnectedness of purpose – to
build a community that is much
more than merely a town or a place
to live, but a community of which
we can all be proud.

I extend to Mayor-elect Greg

McDermott the best of luck in the
coming year. I know from experi-
ence that the job of an elected offi-
cial in Westfield is not an easy one,
but I also know that he and all of the
members of the Town Council will
work as hard as they can to do as
good a job as they can for the resi-
dents of Westfield. It’s a job, by the
way, that I highly recommend to any
Westfiield resident – Republican,
Democrat and Independent alike –
who believes in the power of govern-
ment to improve the quality of life
for all its citizens.

Thomas C. Jardim
Mayor

Town of Westfield
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