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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Comcast 
Will Pay You

To Try Our High 
Speed Cable 
Internet Service

CALL 1-800-730-1234
or  908-654-4100 TODAY 

and take advantage of this special offer!
$100 Gift Check from Comcast*

A FREE month of Comcast @Home
FREE Quickstart Self-Installation Kit or

FREE Professional Installation
Offer expires 12/15/00!      Mention Offer Code Q400B

And What An Experience It Is:
• NO phone lines, NO dial-ups, NO disconnects or busy signals.

• Surf up to 50 times faster than a 56K modem and twice 
as fast as DSL 640K*.

• CD-quality audio, lavish full motion video and high resolution 
photos are delivered to your computer at blazing speeds.

• Over 2 million subscribers make @Home the #1 High Speed 
Internet Service in the World.

HIGH SPEED CABLE INTERNET SERVICE

*To claim your gift check please follow the instructions listed at www.comcastonline.com/giftcheck.htm. Speed comparisons are for downloads only (and are compared to 56K and 640K). Upstream speed limited to 128kbps. Actual speeds may vary. Many factors
affect download speed. Ask about speed when you call or visit www.home.com/speed. Not available in all locations. For questions about minimum requirements and complete details about service and prices, please call 1-800-730-1234 or 908-654-4100. @Home
and the @ ball logo are registered trademarks of At Home Corporation. First month service is free. After that, a $39.95 monthly charge will take effect. $39.95 includes $7 a month modem rental. $32.95 with modem purchase. There is an additional fee of $10 per
month for customers that do not subscribe to Comcast Basic and Standard cable television service. Franchise fees and applicable taxes are additional. Other restrictions apply. Free Quickstart Self-Installation Kit requires customer installation. Offer applies to standard
installation for new residential customers in Comcast Cable wired and serviceable areas only.

Offer Expires 12/31/00

Westfield Bicyclist Endures
Peril in Trip Through Andes
Kevin Cashman, a 1991 graduate of

Westfield High School, bicycled last
spring from Puntas Arenas, Chile to
Lima, Peru. The trip, which took slightly
over three months to complete, was
filled with adventure, excitement, chal-
lenge and sometimes danger.

Biking across the pampas of
Patagonia he often faced 60 MPH winds
and horrendous dirt roads, but he also
visited Chile’s famous national park,
Torres del Paine where the scenery was
spectacular. One night in Argentina he
camped next to a Swiss who had spent
20 months biking south from Alaska.
Mr. Cashman described the Andes, the
second highest mountain chain in the
world as majestic.

Some of the more memorable places
he visited included Potosi, Bolivia, the
highest city of its size in the world at
over 12,000 feet. Mr. Cashman recalled,
“I visited the mines of nearby Cerro
Rico which was an eye opener. Eight
million people have perished over the
centuries in the search for rich miner-
als and, conditions are still very inhu-
man and primitive”.

Later on the way to Cochabamba,
Bolivia, the Bolivian farmers staged a
nationwide strike over a water tax. Road
blocks were thrown up all over the
country. It was dangerous as jeers were
uttered and rocks were tossed at this

Yankee and, at one point, Mr. Cashman
had his tires punctured. In Cochabamba
there were mass riots, martial law and
people shot to death.

Mr. Cashman was glad to make it to
a more peaceful Peru, where he took
three days off to hike the Inca trail to
Machu Pichu. “Seeing the ruins of this
fabled 500-year-old Inca City was awe
inspiring as I hiked in as the sun was
rising,” Mr. Cashman remembered.

The traveler described biking in Peru
as either climbing or descending—never
both. “I would drop for hours to 6,000
feet only to climb on dirt roads back to
13,000 feet. In three weeks I crossed
eight Andean passes and the final pass
to Lima topped out at 15,800 feet.”

What did he learn from the trip? Mr.
Cashman said, “I learned what it is like
to feel really lonely, how fragile life is,
and how important relationships are
with those you love. I also learned how
incredibly lucky I am to be from the
USA—how driving a car, hot showers,
paved roads, clean water, a stable gov-
ernment, and a promising future are all
geographic privileges.”

Mr. Cashman is a graduate of
Dickinson College and has led hiking
and biking expeditions in the US and
Europe for Overland for the last several
years and is currently employed by
Away Corn in Portland, Maine.

Holiday Store Hours:
Mon, Tue & Wed – 9am to 7pm • Thur –  9am to 8pm • Fri –  9am to 5:30pm • Sat – 10am to 6:30pm • Sun – Noon to 4pm

Visit Our Website

Up-To-The-Minute Wireless Technology

$10500 CASH BACK
$75 dollar mail-in cash back service rebate on new activation of select AT&T calling
plans at $29.99 per month and above PLUS a $30 mail-in rebate on any Nokia Phone,

Motorola V2397 or Ericsson R280LX when you activate on Any AT&T Plan.

Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your
Cellular Accessory Needs.

Up-to 1,000 Night & Weekend Minutes At No Charge, Every Month for One Year!

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

UP
TO

AT&T Digital Advantage� Plans

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 250 + 500 = 750

$49.99 600 + 1000 =1600

$39.99 400 + 1000 =1400

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com

Regional Advantage Plan�

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 120 + 500 = 620

$39.99 200 + 1000 =1200

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Call Anywhere in the US with
NO Long Distance Charges

As the world enters the year
2001 & we enter our 95th

year of service, we wish you
a very happy, healthy and

prosperous New Year.

Westfield Planning Board Chairman Proposes
Alternative For County Rail Link Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Martin Robbins,
Westfield Planning Board Chairman
and an avid transportation activist,
has come up with a viable alternative
to the Cross County Rail Link di-
lemma that has plagued Union
County and left the Raritan Valley
Line in development limbo.

Mr. Robbins’ proposal purports to
resolve a long-time dispute over how
to enhance service on the Raritan
Valley Line and how to connect the
RVL with Newark Airport’s mono-
rail system and the Elizabeth light
rail system currently under develop-
ment.

His proposal also has many promi-
nent supporters, including Assem-
blyman Richard H. Bagger (R-22),
Westfield Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
and Paul Mulligan, Chairman of the
Union County Transportation Au-
thority (TAB).

In 1999, a Cross County Rail Link
Study, commissioned by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and conducted by Raytheon In-
frastructure, Inc., concluded that di-
vergent opinions within the affected
communities regarding the various
proposed options prevented the study
from arriving at a locally-preferred
alternative for the Raritan Valley
corridor.

Those municipalities included
Plainfield, Fanwood, Westfield and
Cranford. Most of the municipalities
and agencies involved agreed that
more frequent service was needed,
but they could not agree on the type
of trains to add.

Eight alternatives were proposed,
which included a mixture of light
rail, diesel multiple units (DMUs)
and diesel push-pulls with various
transfer station locations between
Plainfield and Elizabeth. DMUs are
two-car, self-propelled engines that
can carry approximately 150 passen-
gers. They are compatible with the
current diesel push-pull tracks cur-
rently in use on the RVL.

Some of the options included
usurping one of the RVL tracks for
conversion to light rail electric cars
to Plainfield. And, some of the op-
tions would have required commut-
ers to switch trains from diesel to
electric at various locales in order to
connect to the electric light rail, which
would continue on into Elizabeth
and Newark. The study concluded
that all of the options had some nega-
tive impact on the existing RVL ser-
vice.

Because of the lack of consensus,
the study was split into two seg-
ments, with the Midtown Elizabeth
to Newark Airport segment now at an
advanced stage in development,
while points west of Elizabeth have
languished in indecision.

The Elizabeth to Newark light rail
project, at an estimated cost of $239
million, has advanced to the stage of
having had an Environmental Im-
pact Study completed. Construction
is slated to begin within two years,
according to Jeffrey A. Warsh, Ex-
ecutive Director of NJ Transit.

According Mr. Mulligan, any of
the options that proposed running
light rail parallel to existing diesel
push-pull tracks have been scrapped
for safety reasons. It has been deter-
mined that running light rail too close
to diesel would have disastrous con-
sequences in the event of a crash.

Light rail was also the most expen-
sive and cost prohibitive.

Mr. Robbins proposes to add rail
diesel cars (DMUs) to the Raritan
Valley Line for points west of
Cranford and then connect with the
now defunct CNJ line, which would
be refurbished from Cranford into
Elizabeth. Passengers could then
switch to Elizabeth’s light rail sys-
tem for a one-switch transfer into

Newark Airport.
In an article written by Mr. Robbins

and published in the New Jersey Re-
porter, Mr. Robbins pointed out that
this option would be relatively low in
cost with virtually no new construc-
tion needed. This alternative would
also afford RVL passengers with one-
seat transit access to the
Elizabethtown light rail project and
the monorail station serving Newark
Airport.

Commuters would also have more
convenient access to points west and
south of Plainfield, such as New
Brunswick, Red Bank, Princeton and
Trenton, via Elizabeth, instead of
having to go to Newark Penn Station.

Additionally, the insertion of four
more trains per hour, supplementing
the existing RVL trains west of
Cranford, could be accommodated
without degrading the existing ser-
vice.

Mr. Robbins emphasized the ur-
gency of conducting a study of this
proposal, before other methods of
construction render this proposal
impossible or too costly to imple-
ment. For this proposal to remain
viable, alongside the advancement
of the Elizabeth light rail line, “engi-
neering and operations decisions need
to be made for the limited available
space under the Elizabeth Arch,” Mr.
Robbins opined.

The Elizabeth Arch is the structure
on the Northeast Corridor that spans
the old CNJ right-of-way in Mid-
town Elizabeth. “A compatibility
analysis of this critical area is essen-
tial before any further construction
decisions render this option impos-
sible,” Mr. Robbins remarked.

Construction of platforms, tracks
and support columns need to be
placed so as not to block future po-
tential right-of-ways, he explained.

“These compatibility issues must
be addressed; however, if the rail

diesel car project is ignored, the like-
lihood is that the light rail project
will be designed so that no feasible
envelope would ever be available for
the rail diesel car project near the
Arch,” he added.

In a letter to Mr. Warsh, Mr. Bag-
ger stated that this alternative de-
serves a feasibility study to deter-
mine if it is the most viable option.
Mr. Bagger said in a recent interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, that
his major concern is that RVL ser-
vice is not deteriorated by any of
these options.

“My number one priority is that
any change along the RVL corridor
must enhance, not hinder, service,”
Mr. Bagger commented.

“Additionally, we have to insure

that nothing is done that forecloses
our best options, as Mr. Robbins
pointed out,” he added.

Westfield Mayor Jardim, also in
support of Mr. Robbins’ proposal,
agreed that improvement on the RVL
is greatly needed.

“We have many New York City
commuters in Westfield and for them,
this is a quality of life issue,” the
Mayor noted.

Mr. Robbins has had a 25-year
career in transportation planning and
policy.

He served as director of the Office
of Policy Analysis for the Depart-
ment of Transportation, as Deputy
Executive Director of NJ Transit,
and Director of Planning and Devel-
opment for the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey.

Freeholders Laud Renovations
To Galloping Hill Golf Course
KENILWORTH — Union County

Freeholder Nicholas Scutari said he
has found that dedication and con-
centration are the keys to success on
the links, as well as elsewhere in life.

He discovered that to be true as he
teed off at the completely-renovated
Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth recently, following the
formal ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“I had the chance to test the course
upon completion of the final nine holes
that were reconstructed as part of the
$6 million course renovation begun in
1995,” stated Freeholder Scutari.

All 27 holes have been improved.
The redevelopment includes all new
trees, several new greens, an auto-
matic irrigation system, fewer hills
and additional ponds.

The official kick-off of play at the
renovated Galloping Hill Golf Course
took place at the 16th Annual Golf

Outing held by the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation with
the support of the County of Union.

The proceeds from the tournament
support the programs and services of
the Union County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, a non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to stimulating
economic growth within Union County.

“We’d like to thank the playing pub-
lic for being so patient during the
disruptions in play that were necessary
in order to complete the construction,”
noted fellow golfer, Freeholder Vice
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

“I join the employees of our Parks
and Recreation Department in hop-
ing that golfers find that it was worth
the wait,” he added.

Happy

NewYear

from
The Westfield Leader

INCREDIBLE JOURNEY...Kevin Cashman pauses on his bicycle trip along the
southern Andes Mountains in South America. Mr. Cashman’s trip was fraught
with adventure, danger and incredible scenery.


