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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Dick Clark
(1929-      )

Arts & Entertainment

By MICHELLE H. LEPOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

If a Fountain of Youth truly
exists, then Richard Wagstaff
Clark has dipped into it more
than once. Known to all as
Dick Clark, he has helped us
ring in more New Year�s than
anyone else I can remember.

Born in Bronxville, N.Y. and
raised in Mt. Ve rnon, N.Y.,
Clark earned a degree in busi-
ness administration from Syra-
cuse University. Before mov-
ing to Philly to become a DJ,
he worked at a Utica, N.Y.-based
radio station.

The Man Who Would Look
Ageless pitched an idea to ABC
in 1956. A dance show in Philly
named �Bandstand,� originally
hosted by Bob Horn, was now
his project. Why not bring it to
national recognition? The folks
at the network agreed and a
legacy for Clark began.

Unfortunately, the program
issued a �whites only� policy.
Clark saw the opportunity to
b reak the brick wall of racism
down and called for desegre-
gation. The program began to
feature a broader range of art-
ists who brought music and
new dance styles to the ABC
a rena.

Although Clark went on to
host �The 25,000 Pyramid� and
the �TV Blooper� programs,
everyone knows that no New
Year�s Eve could be complete
without his trademark count-
down and personable way he
ushers in every New Year.

As timeless as his �New Year�s
Rockin�  Eve� celebrations,
Clark supercedes the likes of
Total Request Live�s Carson
Daly and other personalities
who have sprouted up in popu-
lar culture.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor � Two Popcorns, Fair � Three Popcorns, Good � Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

What Women Want
Hasn�t The Faintest Idea

2 popcorns

What Wo m e n  Wa n t is so unex-
ceptional on all counts that one
wonders if a conspiracy of dullards
were afoot. It is rare to see a movie
of such unwaveringly mediocre
qualities. But that�s exactly the case
with director Nancy Meyers�s ro-
mantic comedy about a politically
incorrect hunk (Mel Gibson) who
literally gets to hear how the other
half lives when he acquires the
ability to read women�s minds.

It would be a minor consolation
if it were terribly directed, yet well
written. Or if it were inspiringly
cast, but pathetically acted. At least
there�d be some ebb and flow, a bit
of relief from the confining medi-
ocrity. But only the high hopes that
we bring to the movie theater rise
above the commonplace. And that�s
because of the story�s promising
premise.

It�s a neat idea, a man (and a
man�s man to boot) being able to
listen in on women�s innermost
thoughts. Think of the possibili-
ties. Uh, only the most honorable
ones, mind you. And thus at last,
with this break in the Maginot line,
perhaps the stalemate in the war
between the sexes is at an end.
Maybe this greater understanding
will lead to a more harmonious
world. And while we�re at it, is it
too much to ask for a few laughs
along the way? After all, the screen-
play by Josh Goldsmith and Cathy
Yuspa is billed as a comedy.

In short, we want it to work. But
it doesn�t. So, as with the second-
rate student in whom we see a
glimmer that is actually just a re-
flection of our own optimism, we
give What Wo m e n  Wa n t a passing
grade. And, for our forbearance,
we are rewarded with the ultimate
in ordinariness. Yet to its curious
credit, as if equipped with a gyro-
scope to sustain its very average
ways, one part of director Meyers�s
film always gains steam just as
another falters. Combined with the
simplest form of unimaginative,
story board direction, this makes
for a rather drab ride at the Bijou.

Even Gibson, who can generally
be counted on to be funny in any
number of serious movies, can�t
seem to do the same in an outright
farce. He is Nick Marshall, ma-
chismo advertising exec, at your
service. One particular scene illus-
trates Gibson�s fish-out-of-water
status: In order to figure out what
women want, the divorced gent
brings home and tries out a bunch
of women�s products, including a
pair of panty hose.

At just that moment, Nick�s 15-
year-old daughter (Ashley Johnson)
and her boyfriend walk in. In a
world before Broadway Joe Namath
slipped on the pantyhose to stay
warm and win a Super Bowl, this
might have been funny in and of
itself. But here the moment begs
for Jerry Lewis. And when a film
you�re directing begs for Jerry Lewis,
you have to wonder what you�re

doing.
Then there�s the misbegotten

song-and-dance scene. In need of
some Frank (Sinatra, that is) whilst
in a blue mood because his boss
(Alan Alda) has picked a woman
(Helen Hunt) over him for the cre-
ative director spot, Nick spins some
Chairman of the Board on the CD
player.

And then Gibson does the strang-
est thing in his career. Donning the
sort of hat Ol� Blue Eyes might have
worn in Pa l  J o e y (1957) or Hole In
The  Head (1959), a la Fred Astaire
he proceeds to sway and swoon
through his Chicago penthouse. He
sings along. If he dances with a
broom, I have blanked it out of my
mind. And happily, the moment
doesn�t beg for Jerry Lewis. How-
ever, it would prove a comfort if we
knew the producers at least wrestled
with cutting these frames out be-
fore opting to keep them in.

Things pick up a little once Nick
gets his mind-reading capabilities
thanks to a spill in the tub with a
hair dryer. Funny, that usually kills
people. But in any case, because
our eavesdropper doesn�t do any-
thing particularly creative with his
new talent, the novelty soon wears
thin.

Several trite situations fall flat,
including a rather aggressive se-
duction scene involving Marisa
Tomei. And when, as expected, the
borderline misogynist takes the pre-
dictable route to male sensitivity,
the anticipated insights amount to
little more than garden variety plati-
tudes.

But if Gibson is out of his ele-
ment, at least he has company.
Unable to capitalize on what ap-
pears to be a ready typecast, Hunt
is vague and uneven as man-eating
Darcy Maguire, arch nemesis, even-
tual love interest, and the gal that
got his job. Hunt�s Poor Little Miss
Successful is supposed to have a
soft center beneath her world-beat-
ing exterior. Sure. Believe it! The
chance of Darcy�s redemption is as
far-fetched as the notion of Nick�s
extra-sensory aided epiphany.

Granted, director Meyers is attempt-
ing success in one of the most de-
manding of comic genres. And that�s
because there must be a special,
transporting note of whimsy achieved
when the love lives of mortals are
treated to supernatural intervention.
But unlike such standard-bearers like
One Touch of Ve n u s (1948) or Mr.
Peabody  and  th e  Merm a i d (1948),
this failed fairy tale never quite gets
its fantasy mojo working.

Hence, with only snippets and
brief moments of the necessary
magic realized, What Wo m e n  Wa n t
can barely entertain, let alone solve
one of the greatest mysteries of
human nature .

*  *  *  *  *
What Women Want, rated PG-13,

is a Paramount Pictures release di-
rected by Nancy Meyers and stars
Mel Gibson, Helen Hunt and Marisa
Tomei. Running time: 126 minutes.

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
Landscape & Design Contractors

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems � New Plantings
Patios � Walks � New Lawns

Retaining Walls � Stone � Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of  The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

CERAMIC TILE

~ Free Estimates ~
(908) 233-3294
8 Elm St., Westfield

Salzano
 Enterprises

Ceramic Tile Installation
Repair & Re-grout Specialists

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

� Kitchens � Baths � Ceramic Tile
� Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

� General Maintenance & Repairs
� Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� Emission Repair Facility
� Tune-ups & Batteries

� A/C Service
� Tires & Brakes

� Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

HANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

Call Art Today!

No Job
Too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BEST IMPROVEMENTS
(732) 283-2262

� Ceilings
� Windows
� Sheetrock
� Bathrooms
� Finished
     Basements

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Ken Jensen

LANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• FREE Estimates

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured

Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

AVAILABLE

This

Space

Available

(908)

232-4407

AVAILABLE

This

Space

Available

(908)

232-4407

SNOW PLOWING
(908) 232-4619

Commercial
Snow Plowing

• Westfield • Mountainside
• Fanwood •Scotch Plains

Colicchio
Construction
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Audi
BMW
Mercedes
Porsche
Saab
VW
Volvo

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Use a sharp knife to slice potatoes thinly. Place slices in large
bowl, rinsing with cold water. Dry slices completely with paper
towels. Pour oil into 6-qt saucepan. Heat oil to 315 degrees.
Carefully fry the slices in 2-3 batches until light brown and crispy.

Use slotted spoon to evenly cook the slices. Each batch should
take about 20 minutes to cook. Place chips on cookie
sheets lined with paper towels. In small saucepan,
b rown butter and garlic. Drizzle mixture over chips.
Sprinkle parsley and spices over chips. Serve hot.

4 Idaho potatoes 2 tbsp. parsley, chopped
1 1/2 qts. oil for frying 1 tsp. salt substitute
3 tbsp. butter 1/8 tsp. black pepper
1 tbsp. garlic, pressed

Homemade Garlic Potato Chips

Heaven�s Throne
Soars Above Rest

At Evangel Church
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS � Torn Cur-
tain Productions added their own
special sparkle to the holiday sea-
son with their production of Fro m
Heaven�s Thro n e, a unique Christ-
mas musical. Performances were
held December 15, 16, 21 and 22
at Evangel Church on Terrill Road
in Scotch Plains.

All who attended were treated
to a special evening of music and
a beautiful depiction of the true
meaning of Christmas.

Torn Curtain Productions is a
large theatrical group that is based
at the church in Scotch Plains.
What makes this troupe different
from all the rest is that for the past
nine years, the company has pre-
sented original Christmas and Pas-
sion Plays open to the public fre e
of charge.

The troupe consists of hundreds
of people, and From Heav en � s
Thro n e had a chorus of 76 singers
who volunteered their talent and
time to the interesting piece.

From Heaven�s  Thro n e offered
viewers an intimate look at the
birth of Jesus Christ and The Nativ-
ity, whisking them away on a
spiritual journey that made them
feel as if they were there a part of
that momentous occasion.

The dramatic, original musical
gave a new outlook on the events
of that very first Christmas Day,
presented as if it were seen through
the eyes of angels.

The cast of singers was raised
on levels from 5-12 feet, offering
viewers an interesting view of the
Nativity, and the church just soared
with the original music that was
written for this production.

Spearheaded by Bob Olsen, the
founder and musical director of
Torn Curtain Productions, the or-
ganization has been thrilling audi-
ences with fascinating productions
that are spiritually based.

Several years ago, Mr. Olsen
teamed up with Dave Shirk, and
the two men have created a dis-
tinct company that has performed
to over 50,000 people.

I had a chance to chat with Mr.
Olsen and he was extremely proud
of this latest production for which
he served as musical director of
the massive chorus. Some of the
music was actually prerecorded,
adding even more richness to the
custom-written piece.

Hundreds of members and pre-
recording in professional studios?
Original music? This hardly sounds
like the norm for a church-based
theater group, but Mr. Olsen cer-
tainly has a vision and wants to
make his company unlike any other.

Busy at work on the upcoming
Passion Play at Easter, Mr. Olsen is
constantly on the lookout for new
material with a spiritual theme and
hopes to do a full-length play that
doesn�t necessarily have to fall on
a holiday.

I had several ideas and men-
tioned a few spiritual pieces that
they could present. Mr. Olsen just
chuckled and said, �They�ve been
done. I want to do something
different.�

And it looks like he has.

Husband, Wife Exhibit Begins
New Year at Kent Place Gallery

“Surf Swimmer” by Janice Metzger

Michael Metzger’s “Journey Image”

WESTFIELD � Beginning Mon-
day, January 8, and continuing
through Friday, February 2, 2001,
the Kent Place Gallery
will feature a painting
and printmaking ex-
hibit by Michael and
Janice Metzger entitled,
�His Wife � Her Hus-
band.� The exhibit will
feature recent works
by the artist duo who
reside in Westfield.

Mr. Metzger�s paint-
ings reflect influences
of places seen imag-
ined in his travels over
the last five years. His
work has been exhib-
ited both locally and
nationally. His paintings have been
shown at the New Jersey Center for
the Visual Arts, the Princeton Gallery
of Fine Arts, Blondelle Gallery in
New York and the Detroit Institute
of Art, as well as many private and

corporate collections, including those
of Mikaska Corporation and Pruden-
tial Securities.

Mr. Metzger has been a Professor of
Fine Arts at Kean University since 1985.

Mrs. Metzger�s recent work in-
cludes a series of drawings and
prints depicting figures that float,
struggle, swim or have fallen. The
work to be featured at Kent Place
Gallery will show multiple images of
the figures overlapping reality and
the imaginary.

Mrs. Metzger�s work has been
exhibited around the country in both
solo and group exhibitions. Her work

was most recently displayed at the
Hunterdon Museum of Art�s 44th An-
nual National Print Exhibition this year.

Previous exhibits include the New
Jersey Center for Visual Arts, the
Morris Museum and a solo exhibit at

Schering Plough in
Keni lworth .  Her
work is also a part of
the private collection
of British Airways.

Mrs. Metzger is an
art teacher at Gover-
nor Livingston High
School in Berkeley
Heights and a mem-
ber of the adjunct
faculty at Kean Uni-
versity, Caldwell Col-
lege and Douglass
College of Rutgers
University.

The exhibit�s open-
ing reception to wel-

come artists will be held Friday,
January 12, from 6-8 p.m. in the
gallery. The exhibit and reception
are free and open to the public.

The Kent Place Gallery, located in
Summit on the campus of Kent Place
School, is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, or by appoint-
ment with Judy Lapides, Director.

For more information and direc-
tions to the gallery, please call (908)
273-0900, Extension No. 332 or visit
Kent Place at www.kentplace.org .

Coming Next WComing Next WComing Next WComing Next WComing Next Week:eek:eek:eek:eek:
*Bill Burt returns with a Din-

ing Table review
*Predictions posted in Pen &

Ink for celebrities in 2001
*2000-A Year of Art in Review


