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GILLOOLY SINKS 16, PULLS DOWN 10; PENNELLA HITS 14

Gillooly, Pennella Lead Raiders
Past Lady Warrior Cagers, 52-34

SHEN WINS 100-YD BACK, COPPA TIES IN 50-YD FREE

Blue Devil Swimmers Gain
Experience From the ‘Best’

Splashing with the best was cer-
tainly an experience for the Westfield
High School boys and girls swim-
ming teams. The Blue Devil boys –
now 3-2 – were generous hosts to last
year’s top-ranked team, Holy Spirit
– now 5-0, and were out-touched by
a respectable, 93-77, score on De-
cember 21. The Blue Devil girls –
now 5-1 – became victims of a 124-
46 eye opener to last year’s champi-
ons, Immaculate Heart Academy –
now 6-0, on the same day.

Last year, the Blue Devil boys had
a banner season and made believers
of many by dousing Cherry Hill East,
89.5-80.5, to claim the NJSIAA A
Division Championship and a third-
place ranking in the state. The girls
also placed third in the state but lost
an 86-84 heartbreaker to Cherry Hill
East in the state finals.

Against Holy Spirit, only one Blue
Devil boy, Vincent Shen, managed to
touch first and another, Zack Coppa,
touched at the same time to share
first in an event. Shen was quite
impressive in the 100-yard backstroke
as he won the event in :57.87, nearly
1.5 seconds ahead of Holy Spirit’s

Rob Horton. In the 50-yard freestyle,
Coppa and Holy Spirit’s Jeff Glenn
shared first with a time of :23.04.

Coppa also placed second in the
100-yard freestyle with a time of
:50.92 followed by Cliff Haldeman
at :51.3. Haldeman touched second
in the 200-yard individual medley
with a time of 2:02.67. Matt Vidovich
touched second in the 100-yard
breaststroke at 1:06.46, Ryan
Bartholomew placed third in the 200-

yard freestyle (1:57.72) and the 100-
yard backstroke (:59.45) and J.J.
Sobala finished third in the 100-yard
breaststroke (1:08.43) and in the 100-
yard butterfly (:59.08).

Blue Devil Jon Chiesa touched
second in the 100-yard fly with a
time of :58.95. Sam Gurdus took
third in the 500-yard freestyle at
5:36.39. The Blue Devils placed sec-
ond and third in the 200-yard medley
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team, after
losing its opener to a strong Shabazz
team, employed its one-two punch of
junior center Erin Gillooly and sopho-
more forward Lindsay Pennella to
subdue the Watchung Hills Warriors,
52-34, in Scotch Plains on December

22. Gillooly, who finished with 16
points, and Pennella, who had 14
points, took turns feeding each other
as they broke for the basket.

Just the day before, the Raiders
defeated Linden, 44-35, and it was
Pennella and Kellie LaForge, who
led the scoring drive with 16 and 15
points, respectively.

“It was nice to get our first win of

the season by beating Linden,” com-
mented Raider Head Coach Brian
Homm. “And today, I think we played
our best game of the season. We shot
the ball well. Defensively, we al-
lowed them only 11 points in the first
half. We got things done the way we
had to get them done. We got some
easy layups.”

That successful combination was
most evident in the third quarter al-
though the Raiders only outscored
the Warriors, 15-14. After Warrior
Megan Schneider started the scoring
with a three-pointer, the Raider duo
went to work. First Pennella passed
to Gillooly heading for the basket.
The result was a layup. Then, after
Pennella sank two free throws on a
technical foul, she fed Gillooly on
another layup. Gillooly returned the
favor twice to Pennella, then Pennella
fed Gillooly once again for the final
points of the quarter.

“Those two look for each other,”
explained Homm. “On our man of-
fense, they are flying through there.
They are our biggest girls and we
want to get the ball to them inside.
And, it worked.”

However, it was the action in the
first half which made the difference
as the Raiders surged to a 25-11
halftime lead. The Warriors could
not penetrate the Raiders’ zone de-
fense and were off in their shooting.
In the meantime, the Raiders domi-
nated the boards. Additionally, it was
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Senior –Highlander Football quarterback - Rob
amassed 14 touchdowns (2nd all-time) and
1,667 yards total offense (838 passing and 829
rushing). He was 1st Team All-Conference, 2nd
All-Union County and 2nd All-Area. In
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years and returns as Co-Captain. He had a

career high 21 points against Technology and was NVP at the Roselle Park
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Lady Blue Devils Rock
Linden Hoopsters, 41-36

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield Lady Devils rocked
the Linden girls basketball team, 41-
36, on December 19 at Westfield
High School. Ranging from senior to
freshman, the Devils’ came to play.

Landing the starring role was
Westfield guard and Co-Captain
Karen Manahan, who contributed 13

points, four rebounds and three steals.
On the opposing side, Linden’s blue-
booker was sophomore Ashley
Scarletta with eight points and four
steals.

Westfield began the game with an
11-2 run with physical play ensuing.
Referees in the game allowed for
some elbow-throwing, which put both
teams in game mode. The score at
the end of the first quarter was 13-10
in Westfield’s favor.

In the second quarter, Devil Co-
Captain Carolyn Matthews popped a
19-footer to pump the lead to six.
Scarletta answered with a three-
pointer of her own, then converted
on a steal to bring the lead down to a
single point. Sloppy Linden and
Westfield offense accounted for the
low scoring in the second quarter,
with Westfield leading, 21-17, at the
half.

The third quarter blasted quickly
into Westfield’s favor as Manahan
drew a foul and advanced her free
throw total on the day to six. How-
ever, the remainder of the quarter
was sparse in scoring and the Tigers
quietly crept back to within one point.

The fourth quarter showed much
more excitement and team-play.
Westfield’s junior tandem of Nicole
Infantino and Suanne Hutchinson
threw down their first baskets, while

EDJI PUMPS IN 15, GETS 5 REBOUNDS

Red Raider Boys Reject
Viking Hoopsters, 54-44

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A blazing quick, first quarter strike
through the offensive leadership of
junior forward Jeff Burns gave the
Ridge Red Devils enough cushion to
reject the Union Catholic High
School boys basketball team under
first year Head Coach Joe Scott, 54-
44, in Scotch Plains on December
21. Burns burned the Vikings for 27
points, nine rebounds and four
blocked shots while Viking junior
sharpshooter Wali Edje pumped in
15 points which included three three-
pointers.

The Red Raiders stunned the Vi-
kings and jumped to a 15-0 lead with
2:03 remaining in the first quarter
before Edji swished a three-pointer.
Teammate Brandon Banks added two
but Burns, who netted 10 of his points
in the quarter, hit for two and Ryan
Boland sank two free throws to give
Ridge a 21-5 lead.

From that point, the Vikings
outscored the Red Devils in each of
the remaining quarters; however, the
margin was too wide to narrow sig-
nificantly. The Red Devils, who were
hot from the free throw line – six for
six – in the first quarter, went cold in
the second. Senior Joey Green pulled
an offensive rebound and rolled in a
layup to start a small Viking charge.

Next, a smooth pass from Nick Dolan
to Edji resulted in two points. The
adroit Edji added a steal and another
layup, then junior John Losavio
yanked down a rebound and buck-
eted a two-pointer to make the score
at the half, 28-13.

The third quarter proved to be the

‘BROTHERS’ LOOMIS RECORD THREE FALLS EACH

‘Back to Basic’ Raiders Wreck
Cardinals, East Side, Shabazz

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head Coach Dave Bello accom-
plished what he set out for on De-
cember 23 when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
hosted a quad match against Newark
East Side, Plainfield and Malcolm
X. Shabazz. First, he wanted to win
all three with comfortable margins,
as he did. Second, he wanted to give

many of his younger wrestlers some
varsity experience. Finally, he wanted
to have his wrestlers get back to
basics with their skills.

Of the 42 potential bouts, there
were only six forfeits, so plenty of
the younger Raiders experienced
varsity action. The Raiders slaugh-
tered the East Side Red Raiders, 60-
12, mauled the Plainfield Cardinals,
69-6, then brutalized the Shabazz

Bulldogs, 61-17, to elevate their
record to 4-1.

Although winning comfortably,
“Because we have six freshmen wres-
tling varsity, I though we matched up
pretty well against all three teams.
And, the fact that we have such a
young team, we don’t take anything
for granted,” pointed out coach Bello.
“We took advantage of the fact that
the other teams are relatively inex-
perienced. So, we tried to give the
young kids as much mat time as we
could.”

Bello added, “It’s really, really
good to see these teams coming in
with full lineups.”

Sophomore Matt Loomis at 215
and his freshman heavyweight
brother Andrew both recorded three
falls. Against Red Raider Pedro Silva,
Matt put on a takedown clinic before
smothering him with a body press in
1:09. He then wasted no time as he
used a reverse half nelson to quiet
Cardinal Curtis Brown in :41 and
flattened Bulldog Troy Jenkins with
a lateral drop in 1:00.

Andrew used a headlock to si-
lence all three of his opponents.
Against East Side, he pinned Lucas
Campos in 1:51. Next, he showed
Cardinal Mike Lowery the lights in
3:50. Then, he hushed Bulldog Mike
Sorbino in :38.

Freshman Derek Francavilla got
things started in all three matches by
recording two falls and a decision at
1:03. After practicing several pin-
ning combinations, Francavilla
pinned Red Raider Diego Friere in
2:59, but won a tough 4-1 decision
against Cardinal Omar Cortes. After
holding a 15-2 lead over Bulldog
Mustaheem Palmer, he pinned him
with a headlock in 3:22.

Junior Matt DeNichilo at 125
picked up three wins – two by falls
and one via forfeit. DeNichilo pinned
East Side’s Elis Rosario with a half
nelson and a arm bar in 1:12.
DeNichilo’s other fall came against
the Bulldogs when he decked Tris
McGlothin in 1:28 with a half nelson
and leg lift.

Showing a lot of promise at 152
was Raider freshman Andrew Silber
who won two of his bouts via fall.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
STRUGGLING FOR POSSESSION...Viking Nick Dolan, No. 20, and Red Devil
Jeff Burns, left, leap to get possession of the basketball.

Steve Krakaur for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BRINGING THE BALL DOWN COURT...Blue Devil Co-Captain Karen
Manahan dribbles down court against the Linden Tigers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
STACKING THINGS UP...Raider 152 pounder Andrew Silber stacks Red
Raider Luis DoSantos and pins him in 3:31.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ONE OF THE RAIDER ONE-TWO PUNCH...Raider forward Lindsay Pennella
takes a jump shot near the free throw line against Watchung Hills.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVILS AND IHA OFF AT THE BUZZER...The Westfield High School and Immaculate Heart Academy girls
are off at the buzzer to begin the swimming meet. Top-ranked Immaculate Heart won big.


