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MEETING SANTA....Nearly 25 children, including 8-year-old Adele, a West-
field resident pictured here, were waiting to greet Santa at the Town Bank of
Westfield with their holiday wish lists in hand when he arrived at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, December 9. Each child received a complimentary photo with Santa,
along with a holiday teddy bear and candy cane.

Westfield Man Charged
With Assault at Pizzeria
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A Westfield resident was being
held on $50,000 bail this week for
allegedly assaulting the owner of a
local pizzeria Sunday and then throw-
ing him through the front window of
the establishment.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department said
Jack T. Hall, Jr., 37, was charged
with aggravated assault and criminal
mischief in connection with the inci-
dent.

According to the lieutenant, Hall
entered Domino’s Pizza on West
Broad Street at 1:38 p.m. He initially
told the 40-year-old victim that he
wanted to get warm, then asked for a
free pizza.

When he was refused, Hall went
behind the counter and allegedly
struck the owner several times in the
face before throwing him through
the window, Lieutenant Parizeau
said.

The suspect fled the scene and was
apprehended “without further inci-
dent” a short time later on West
Broad Street by Officers Anthony V.
Vastano and Gregory Hobson of the
Westfield Police Department, the
lieutenant confirmed.

The victim was taken to Over-
look Hospital in Summit, where he
was treated for cuts to his forearm
and back before being released.
Hall was being held in the Union
County Jail, Lieutenant Parizeau
said.

Merry Christmas from Our Family To Yours

Peter Echausse Top Choice
To Fill Council Vacancy

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Recreation Commission
member Peter Echausse has been
chosen by the Westfield Republican
Committee as its candidate to fill the
vacancy to be left by Republican
First Ward Councilman Gregory S.
McDermott, who will take over as
Mayor come Monday, January 1.

Mr. Echausse was recommended
to fill the remaining year of Mayor-
elect McDermott’s un-expired term.
Mr. McDermott, who was elected
Mayor this past November, held the
First Ward council seat for three years.

Mr. Echausse, who ran for council
in the November General Elections,
was defeated by Democrat Carl A.
Salisbury for the other First Ward
seat. Westfield has four wards and
each ward has two seats.

The prospective new councilman,
who has to be approved by the Town
Council, has 12 years of combined

experience in municipal finance and
public service as a credit analyst,
including 10 years collectively with
Standard & Poors and Merrill Lynch.

He is employed as a Vice President
at Toronto Dominion Securities in
New York City, where he works as a
credit research analyst for the firm’s
Leveraged Loan Group.

Mr. Echausse told The Westfield
Leader that he hopes to bring to the
council his extensive experience in
analyzing municipal finances, which
he did while at Standard and Poors.
Assessing municipal stability and
the financial philosophy of munici-
palities, especially as it relates to
bonds and long-range capital plan-
ning, was his primary job descrip-
tion while employed at Standard &
Poors, he said.

“As a representative of the First
Ward, I expect to become a voice for
the residents of that ward. I am con-
cerned how the parking deck will
impact the residents in the commu-
nity and also think that traffic and
pedestrian safety needs to be ad-
dressed in every ward,” Mr. Echausse
stated.

Mr. Echausse holds a bachelor’s

degree from Manhattan College and
a master’s degree in business admin-
istration from Fordham University
in the Bronx. He has been a member
of the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission for two years and is on the
Westfield Expenditure Review Com-
mittee.

Mr. Echausse is a member of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, where he sits on the
financial review committee.

He and his wife, Colleen, have three
children, Kevin, Laurie and Michael,
and reside on Tuttle Parkway.

Other candidates also recom-
mended by the Republican Commit-
tee were Coleman Place resident
Frank Arena and Elm Street resident
Andy Cataldo. It is required by law
that the party submit three nominees
and customary for them to recom-
mend one as their first choice.

Robert Cockren, the Republican
Committee Chairman, said the can-
didates’ names will be submitted to
the council for its vote. The govern-
ing body will vote on filling the seat
after Mr. McDermott officially sub-
mits his resignation, sometime in the
next few days.

SILENT NIGHT…Visitors are invited to attend any of the three Christmas Eve services this Sunday, December 24, at
the First Congregational Church in Westfield, to be held at 10 a.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. Children of the church school will
perform their annual Nativity Pageant during the 6 p.m. service. The church is located at 125 Elmer Street.

Concierge And Errand Service Proposal
Aimed At Keeping Commuter Business in Town

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Have you ever wished that some-
one would take care of your laundry
and dry cleaning and grocery shop-
ping? How about having someone to
let the service man in so you don’t
have to take a day off from work?

Those and other services may soon
be available through a new business
proposed by Ray Mikell, Vice Presi-
dent of Commuter News of New York
and New Jersey (which covers NJ
Transit and Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey transit sys-
tems), who has sought to start a new
service which would be called the
Westfield Concierge and Errand
Company.

He said the service would increase

the customer base for downtown busi-
nesses while assisting the busy com-
muter who does not have the time to
run daily errands.

“Our goal is to try to keep the
commuter business in Westfield,” Mr.
Mikell said.

The Township of Maplewood in
Essex County launched a similar
venture three years ago as a pilot
program — the first such service in
the country. Since then, the concept
has taken off around the country, Mr.
Mikell noted.

Mr. Mikell, who said he would like
to have his service up and running by
January, indicated that the company
would benefit both the busy com-
muter and downtown merchants who
would be members of the service.

“Our plan, basically, is to provide
the businesses in Westfield with an
affordable and effective way to reach
the thousands of commuters that go
through the community every day,”
Mr. Mikell explained to the Town
Council during last week’s meeting
of the governing body.

In order to be a service provider
for the concierge company, West-
field merchants would have to be-
come members of the service, the
cost of which would average out to
$50 per month in the first year, and
$40 per month during the second
year. Merchants, who would be
required to pay their membership
fees in advance, would be charged
$200 for the first four months,
$275 for the first six months, or

$550 for a year.
Customers would be charged a

small service fee per transaction.
Mr. Mikell said the membership

fees would cover the cost of the
concierge service employees, which
he estimated will be five to six, and
other overhead expenses.

No more than three merchants in
the same category of business, such
as dry cleaning, would be accepted
as members.

Commuters would be required to
fill out a registration form which
would include their name and ad-
dress, along with their home, work
and fax numbers. Each would be
given a customer identification num-
ber.

School Board Approves on First Reading Policies
Dealing With Religion in Schools; Copying Materials

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, at its regular board meeting
Tuesday night, approved the first
reading of an amendment to district’s
policies on religion in schools and
copying copyrighted materials.

After a lengthy discussion on the
wording, the policy regarding reli-
gion in the schools was approved by
a 5-0-1 vote. The policy contains a
paragraph about the guidelines for
excusing students from attendance
or course work in a required course

of study on the basis of religious
freedom.

As it is written, the policy stipu-
lates that the school must approve an
alternative educational program for
the pupil that does not interfere with
the free exercise of the pupil’s reli-
gion. The discussion focused on
whether the schools themselves had
to create alternative educational pro-
grams for students in such instances,
or if the parents, in conjunction with
the schools, would agree upon an
individualized alternative course of
education.

Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools, noted that it is up to
the superintendent to approve a writ-
ten request from the pupil’s parents
to excuse the student from participa-
tion in coursework that the family
feels is offensive to their religious
beliefs.

Another portion of the policy on
religion in schools addresses the is-
sue of holiday decorations in school
buildings and the exchange of holi-
day gifts by students.

It was noted by the board that the
Westfield schools do have a policy

that discourages students from giv-
ing gifts to staff members, and the
board discussed ways to enforce that
policy.

The policy on copying copyrighted
materials was passed by a 6-0-0 vote,
with little discussion. The policy sets
standards for how staff members can
copy materials and still be in accor-
dance with federal statutes.

The policy directs the Superinten-
dent “to promulgate regulations” on
copyrighting and distribution of copy-
righted materials. The policy applies

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Town Council Votes to Double Meter Fees;
Mayor Jardim, Councilman Gruba End Tenures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The council made it official Tues-
day night by adopting an ordinance
to double short-term meter rates in
town to 50 cents an hour. The ordi-
nance also extends the operating

hours of the meters from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m., Mondays through Saturdays.

The new rates are aimed at gener-
ating sufficient revenue to offset the
first few years of operation of a park-
ing deck in town, planned for lots 1
and 8 on Elm and Prospect Streets on

the north side.
Speaking against the new rates,

Prospect Street resident Barbara
Shields called the meter hike a “mean
spirited and cheap, tacky way” to
finance a parking deck. She also
questioned the reasoning for a deck
at the proposed location.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim indi-
cated the Elm and Prospect location
was scored the highest in terms of
desirability among sites considered
by Rich and Associates, a consulting
firm hired by the town to develop a
comprehensive parking plan.

He also noted that Rich and Asso-
ciates recommended construction of
two decks, the second of which was
recommended for the South Avenue
train station parking lot. The con-
sultant said the South Avenue lot
should have been built first.

“None of us has a great desire to
raise the rates,” said Mayor Jardim,
indicating however, that the town

“must find money to pay for an im-
proved (parking) system some-
where.”

He said the parking system being
developed by the town will create a
largely user-supported parking facil-
ity among commuters, downtown
employees and shoppers. Permit rates
have also been raised to support a
deck.

Randy Aronoff of Randal Shoes
on Elm Street accused the council of
trying to “nickel and dime the shop-
pers, the residents and the people
that work in town” in an effort to pay
for a deck that he said is going in the
wrong location.

Mr. Aronoff said he believes the
lot behind Baron’s pharmacy on East
Broad Street would be the “perfect
spot” for a parking structure since it
would be hidden by stores.

“I can’t believe people didn’t show
up to complain about this because

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Ingrid McKinley  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEET “ED”...Tom Cavannaugh, the star of the TV series “Ed,” is interviewed
by Star-Ledger reporter Debra Dowling, a Westfield resident, during a filming
break of scenes for the show at Westfield Police Headquarters.
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Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
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(908) 232-9944

    

Customize Your Gift Packages
with Any of Our Services!

Corporate • Family • Friends

1990-200010
YEars in Business

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126
Holiday Hours: Wed., Dec 23, 7am-6pm • Thur., Closed Dec 24th

The friendship of those we serve is
 the foundation of our success. We thank

you and wish you all �Good Cheer, Health
and Happiness� throughout the New Year

� John, Vinnie & Nick Losavio

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim noted
that Westfield Concierge and Errand
would be located in the vacant space
previously occupied by a shoe repair
company on the south side of the
Westfield Train Station.

“I view it as a community ame-
nity,” stated Mayor Jardim.

The company would offer a slew
of services, including personal er-
rands such as gift shopping, drop-
ping off and picking up laundry and
dry cleaning, grocery shopping, de-
livery of office supplies, filing and
retrieving of documents at the county
court house, dropping off and pick-
ing up cars for repairs and complet-
ing bank errands.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt said she is “very excited
about it.”

“I truly think it is an excellent
concept,” she said.

Ms. Schmidt said Mr. Mikell indi-
cated that he might be willing to
extend the service to senior citizens,
where prescriptions could be picked
up and delivered.

Concierge Errand
Service Proposal

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
• Aurimas Simas, 34, of Linden was

arrested and charged with shoplifting
$335 worth of clothing from a North
Avenue store. He was released with a
summons.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
• An unknown individual struck the

front door of a Cedar Street residence
with an egg, damaging a window on the
door.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
• A Boynton Avenue resident re-

ported that paint was poured over the
hood and fenders of his motor vehicle,
which was parked outside his home.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
• A resident of Oak Avenue reported

that his “Billy Goat” brand leaf blower,
valued at $654, was stolen from his
garage.

• An unknown individual or suspects
attempted to pry open the rear door to an
East Broad Street toy store, according to
police, who said entry to the establish-

ment was not gained.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

• A lodging establishment on North
Avenue, West, reported that a customer
failed to pay a $264 bill.

• A 1999 Mercedes Benz convertible
was reported stolen from a driveway on
Clarence Street. It had not been recov-
ered as of press time.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
• A Westfield resident reported that

his 1997 Lexus was stolen from the
south side train station parking lot. The
vehicle was recovered in New York City
on Monday morning, police said.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
• Authorities received a report that

an unknown individual stole lens covers
from the front and rear lamps of a motor
vehicle while it was parked outside a
Myrtle Street home.

• An Elizabeth resident reported that
her pocketbook was stolen while she
was working at an East Broad Street
store.

to printed materials, sound record-
ings, televised programs, computer
software and Internet materials.

Board Secretary and Business
Administrator Robert A. Berman dis-
cussed a follow-up to the district’s
Technology Update, in which the
Network Management Team would
be reorganized to go from three-day-
a-week staffing to a full five days per
week.

Mr. Berman also noted that the
current Network Manager for West-
field High School, Nadeem Khan,
would be appointed the District Net-
work Manager effective Tuesday,
January 2, 2001. This move will al-
low the district to replace the con-
tracted services vendor, Computer
Systems and Methods.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School Board Approves
Amendments to Policies

Also at the meeting, Andy Coukos,
a Rahway Avenue resident whose
home is across from the proposed
site for the Girls’ Athletic Complex,
brought to the board his concerns
over the location.

Mr. Coukos noted that Rahway
Avenue is a “critical road to the
Town of Westfield.” He expressed
concerns about additional cars at the
Kehler Stadium facility that would
further congest that portion of
Rahway Avenue, preventing the free
flow of traffic. He also noted that the
area of the field adjacent to Kehler
Stadium that is the proposed site for
the Girls’ Athletic Complex is a vital
portion of the field for the Marching
Band and emergency vehicles dur-
ing home football games.

it’s all we’ve been hearing about all
week, ever since the article was in
the newspaper,” he said.

Both speakers said 50 cents an
hour is a fair fee to charge in New
York City but not in Westfield. Mayor
Jardim said the new rates are “equi-
table” in his judgment.

Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Debbie
Schmidt recommended that signs
be placed around town to make
shoppers aware of the new parking
rates.

Town Administrator Thomas Sh-
annon said while the ordinance will
be effective Monday, January 1, it is
likely the town will not actually
implement the new fee structure un-
til Thursday, February 1. He said
warnings will be issued initially un-
til shoppers become accustomed to
the new fees.

In other business, the Town Coun-
cil said goodbye to two of its leaders
– Mayor Jardim and Second Ward
Councilman James J. Gruba. The
elected officials opted not to run for
re-election this past spring.

In 1996, Mayor Jardim, who served
two terms, became the first Demo-
crat to be elected to the post since
1909.

Fourth Ward Councilman
Lawrence A. Goldman noted that
Mayor Jardim had “unselfishly”
given “hundreds of hours” to attend
meetings and numerous speaking
engagements during the past few
years.

“You’ve worked incredibly hard,”
First Ward Councilman Carl A.
Salisbury told Mayor Jardim.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott, who will succeed

Mr. Jardim as Mayor, cited the
latter’s efforts in reaching out to
town residents, an effort he said he
will continue when he takes over in
January.

Representing the Third Ward,
Councilwoman Claire Lazarowitz
said it was the Mayor’s “leadership
qualities” that encouraged her to seek
public office.

Mr. Gruba, the senior member of
the council, has represented the Sec-
ond Ward since January 1, 1992,
serving as Chairman of the Finance
Committee for most of that time.

Mayor-elect McDermott cited the
“wisdom and knowledge” Mr. Gruba
brought to his service on the council.

Councilwoman Lazarowitz
thanked Mr. Gruba for the “extreme
kindness and support” he showed
when she joined the council earlier
this year.

Citing Mr. Gruba’s long list of
volunteer accomplishments, includ-
ing the United Fund of Westfield, the
Westfield Foundation and the West-
field Jaycees, Mayor Jardim said Mr.
Gruba’s active volunteerism repre-
sents the “ideal of community ser-
vice.”

Mr. Gruba, in thanking his col-
leagues, stated, “it has been a good
period of nine years in the town.
We’ve done some good along the
way and hopefully we’ve done little
harm.”

“Time is brief and so, for me, it is
time to go,” the Councilman con-
cluded.

The council will hold its reorga-
nization meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2, at 8 p.m. in the Town Coun-
cil Chambers of the Municipal
Building.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council
Doubles Meter Fees

Scotch Plains Council Pays Kudos to Retiring
Recreation Director and Councilman

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

The year’s final meeting of the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday night was devoted prima-
rily to paying tribute to two long-
time members of the municipal fam-
ily who are retiring.

At the start of its regular meeting,
the Council approved a resolution
recognizing Laura Sanson Botto,
Director of Parks and Recreation, for
her efforts and leadership during her
16½-year tenure.

Mrs. Botto was saluted for her
efforts at improving the township’s
parks as well as Scotch Hills Country
Club and for her heavy involvement
in planning such events as the Vil-
lage Green Concert Series and the
Mayor’s Charity Gala. Mrs. Botto
told the Council that she was “leav-
ing with very mixed emotions” and
said her years in Scotch Plains had
been “a wonderful experience.”

Near the end of the Council’s meet-
ing, tributes were paid to Republican
Councilman William F. McClintock,
who chose not to seek a third full
term this year. Mayor Martin L.
Marks read the text of a joint legisla-
tive resolution co-sponsored by State
Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco and Assemblymen Alan
Augustine and Richard Bagger that
honored Mr. McClintock for his long
service to the township.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
told Mr. McClintock that it has “been
a pleasure working with you,” add-
ing that she especially enjoyed watch-
ing Mr. McClintock and the late
Democratic Councilman Tarquin Jay
Bromley “go at it” during their more

private agenda meetings.
Councilman Frank Rossi said, “I

greatly appreciate your service and
dedication,” while Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins described Mr.
McClintock as “a forthright leader”
who was “not afraid to make the hard
decisions.”

Councilwoman Sharynn Porter,
who joined the governing body in
October, after Mr. Bromley’s death,
said that when the Council was inter-
viewing prospective new members
in October, she found that talking
with Mr. McClintock “was like hav-
ing a conversation with an old friend.”

Mayor Marks noted that he had first
become involved in local politics as a
volunteer in Mr. McClintock’s 1992
re-election campaign.

“The entire Council has relied on
Bill,” the Mayor said. He called his
retiring colleague “keenly intelli-
gent” and said that his Council col-
leagues “leaned on him heavily, es-
pecially during budget time.” The
Mayor then presented Mr.
McClintock, an avid and still-im-
proving golfer, with a personally
engraved golf putter.

Former Mayors Irene Schmidt and
Al Theurer also offered words of praise
for Mr. McClintock, who was first
appointed to the Council in March
1991, while former Mayor Joan Papen
did the same in a telephone call broad-
cast in the Council chambers.

Mr. McClintock’s wife, Pat, and his
son, James, were in attendance at the
meeting, as were Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien and Paulette
Coronato, who was elected last month
to succeed Mr. McClintock.

During his farewell remarks, Mr.

McClintock noted the narrow circum-
stances that first led to his appointment
in 1991. His name was among three
submitted by the local Republican
Committee to the Council to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of
Councilwoman Jo-Ann Spatola.

When the Council demurred at
selecting from one of the three indi-
viduals, the choice was sent back to
the local GOP. Mr. McClintock noted
on Tuesday night that he had been
chosen by his party colleagues by a
single vote. He ticked off several
noteworthy accomplishments
achieved during his nearly 10 years
on the Council, including downtown
improvements, the initiation of tele-
vision coverage of public meetings,
the senior housing project on Lake

Avenue and the blossoming of what
he called “one of the greatest recre-
ation programs in New Jersey.”

In between the twin tributes, the
Council wrapped up its business for
the year by passing a resolution ac-
cepting a $13,750 proposal from
Faigon Electric Inc. of Piscataway to
install flashing traffic signals on
Terrill Road and Kevin Road in the
vicinity of Terrill Middle School and
Coles School.

Mayor Marks expressed his hope
that the project would be up and
running by early spring, and added
that Fanwood will be paying half the
costs of the signal system.

The Council’s re-organization
meeting will be held on January 1,
2001 at 1 p.m.

Cheri Rogowsky  for The Westfield Leader
“ED” RETURNS TO WESTFIELD...Trailers from the TV series “Ed” filled Mindowaskin Park in Westfield over the
weekend when the show’s producers returned to shoot additional scenes for the series. Westfield’ footage appears in the
show’s opening credits.

Fanwood Land Ordinance
Will Soon be Adopted

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

A new Land Use Ordinance for the
Borough of Fanwood moved one step
closer to the finish line last Thursday,
when elected officials held a public hear-
ing on the document in preparation for
its adoption at a special meeting next
week.

Eight years in development, the 240-
page text will replace the borough’s
existing zoning ordinance, which has
been in use since 1956. It will repeal
virtually all provisions in the current
ordinance, except for regulations regard-
ing signs, which are expected to be ad-
dressed in 2001.

The new ordinance, which includes a
revised zoning map, will contain up-
dated information on a broad scope of
land use matters in the borough. It is
scheduled to be adopted at a special
meeting of the Mayor and Borough Coun-
cil on Thursday, December 28, at 7 p.m.,
when officials will conclude municipal
business for the year.

Besides the public hearing on the pro-
posed ordinance itself, the governing
body debuted an ordinance on first read-
ing that amends certain sections of the
document.

The amendments, which officials said
largely reflect recommendations made
recently by the Fanwood Planning Board,
are expected to be adopted on second
reading at the December 28 meeting.

While most of the Planning Board’s
recommendations were accepted by the
council and incorporated into the pro-

posed Land Use Ordinance, others were
rejected or modified.

Council President Joel Whitaker said
the governing body felt further study
needed to be done, for example, to deter-
mine whether any changes need to be
made to the borough’s Light Industrial
and Central Commercial zones, as well
as a section of land designated as CC2.

An extension of the existing Central
Commercial Zone, the CC2 zone en-
compasses adjoining lots situated be-
tween LaGrande and South Avenues in
the downtown, including the long-va-
cant Dean Oil site. This area was hereto-
fore zoned as General Commercial.

The governing body additionally
passed two resolutions dealing with the
Land Use Ordinance, one of which ex-
plained the reasons for the council’s
rejection or modification of certain board
recommendations.

The second resolution directed the
Planning Board to conduct studies of the
Light Industrial, Central Commercial
and CC2 zones. It authorizes the Plan-
ning Board to retain the services of a
professional planner and asks that the
board submit a budget for the work to be
done by that individual no later than
Wednesday, January 31.

The board is expected to present its
findings on the Light Industrial zone by
Monday, April 30, and on the Central
Commercial and CC2 zones by Satur-
day, June 30, Councilman Whitaker re-
vealed during the meeting.

Members of the governing body and
the Planning Board each conducted thor-
ough reviews of the Land Use Ordinance
during the course of this year. The gov-
erning body must adopt the document by
the end of this year or the review process
will have to be repeated.

Under other business last week, the
council adopted two additional ordi-
nances on second reading, and intro-
duced another. The first of the two that
were adopted authorizes a stop sign to be
placed on the western side of the inter-
section of Princeton Avenue and High
View Court, which the borough shares
with Scotch Plains.

Both municipalities were required to
pass an ordinance in order for stop signs
to be installed at the intersection.

Officials also adopted a bond ordi-
nance in the amount of $26,000 to cover
supplemental costs related to the re-
cently-repaired Hetfield Avenue Bridge.
The ordinance reallocates funds that had
been designated in the 2000 municipal
budget for the resurfacing of Waldon
Road and Old South Avenue for the
bridge costs.

The tab for refurbishing the bridge
was shared by Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and NJ Transit. Scotch Plains and
Fanwood were obligated to contribute
the same amount for the extra costs, with
additional funds supplied by NJ Transit.

Ingrid McKinley  for The Westfield Leader
JOINING WESTFIELD’S FINEST...Westfield Town Clerk Bernard A. Heeney,
third from left, swears in Preston Freeman as Westfield’s newest police officer
during Tuesday’s Town Council meeting. Holding the Holy Bible are Preston’s
father, James. Police Chief Bernard Tracy is at right.


