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Fanwood’s Land Use Ordinance
Now Week Away From Adoption

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
HOLIDAY CHEER...This window in the Scotch Plains business district is decorated for the holiday season, bringing
cheer to all passersby on Bartle Avenue.

New Mayor, Zoning Ordinance, Downtown Revitalization Among
Pivotal Issues and Events for Borough of Fanwood in Year 2000

The following is the first half of a
two-part review of the people, events
and issues which made news in the
Borough of Fanwood during the year
2000. Highlights in today’s edition of
The Times span the months of January
through June.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

JANUARY
A standing-room only crowd

watched January 1 as Louis C. Jung
was sworn in as Fanwood’s first Re-
publican Mayor in 17 years during the
governing body’s annual reorganiza-
tion meeting – the first of the 21st
century.

Councilmen Thomas P. Ryan, Jr.
and Stuart S. Kline, who shared the
winning GOP ticket with Mr. Jung the
previous November, also took their
oaths of office as they began their

first and second terms, respectively.
Later in the meeting, Mayor Jung

broke a tie vote among council mem-
bers to approve the appointment of
Wilfred P. Coronato as the new Bor-
ough Attorney. He succeeded Den-
nis Estis, who remained on board as
special counsel to assist officials
during the transition period.

Reversing a decision made during
the waning days of the previous ad-
ministration, the Borough Council
voted January 13 to rescind a resolu-
tion which had approved a bid from
a South Plainfield firm for 58 Victo-
rian lighting fixtures along South,
Martine and LaGrande Avenues.

Republicans had opposed the reso-
lution when it came up for a vote one
month earlier, citing Borough Engi-
neer Richard Marsden’s assessment
that the bid was double what the
work should cost. The resolution
nevertheless passed by a 4-3 vote.

The council learned from Mr.
Coronato that it had a legal basis to
rescind the resolution and reject the
bid because written documentation
certifying that sufficient funds were

available for the project had not been
attached to the resolution due to an
oversight.

Former Mayor Maryanne S.
Connelly was honored at a testimo-
nial dinner on January 23 at L’Affaire
in Mountainside, which was attended
by more than 70 people.

Friends and former colleagues fondly
recalled Mrs. Connelly’s many contri-
butions to the borough during nearly
20 years of public life, including 13 as
a councilwoman and then Mayor.

FEBRUARY
Local Democrats made headlines

this month, as former Mayor
Connelly officially launched her sec-
ond run for the House of Representa-
tives on February 15 and two-term
Councilman William E. Populus, Jr.
announced he would resign from the
governing body on March 1.

Mr. Populus, a 1999 mayoral con-
tender who had served as Council
President during Mrs. Connelly’s ad-
ministration, cited business commit-
ments as his reason for stepping down
from the council.

Throughout the month, governing

body members struggled to keep the
tax rate down while dealing with
several mandatory costs as they ham-
mered out their 2000 municipal bud-
get.

Among the non-discretionary ex-
penditures they faced were increased
employee health insurance costs, li-
ability insurance and principal and
interest payments on municipal
bonds.

Finally, the Fanwood Recreation
Commission sought suggestions from
the community on how best to spend
a $100,000 Pocket Park grant that
was awarded to the borough by Union
County in 1999 for improvements to
borough parks.

Residents offered several propos-
als, such as construction of a skate
park as an activity for local youth;
creation of a fitness trail and expan-
sion of the LaGrande Park building
for use by senior citizens.

MARCH
Early in the month, Fanwood

Democratic Municipal Committee
Chairwoman Linda d. Stender an-
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

A new Land Use Ordinance for the
Borough of Fanwood moved one step
closer to the finish line last Thurs-
day, when elected officials held a
public hearing on the document in
preparation for its adoption at a spe-
cial meeting next week.

Eight years in development, the
240-page text will replace the
borough’s existing zoning ordinance,
which has been in use since 1956. It
will repeal virtually all provisions in
the current ordinance, except for
regulations regarding signs, which
are expected to be addressed in 2001.

The new ordinance, which includes
a revised zoning map, will contain
updated information on a broad scope
of land use matters in the borough. It

is scheduled to be adopted at a spe-
cial meeting of the Mayor and Bor-
ough Council on Thursday, Decem-
ber 28, at 7 p.m., when officials will
conclude municipal business for the
year.

Besides the public hearing on the
proposed ordinance itself, the gov-
erning body debuted an ordinance on
first reading that amends certain sec-
tions of the document.

The amendments, which officials
said largely reflect recommendations
made recently by the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board, are expected to be
adopted on second reading at the
December 28 meeting.

While most of the Planning Board’s
recommendations were accepted by
the council and incorporated into the
proposed Land Use Ordinance, oth-
ers were rejected or modified.

Council President Joel Whitaker
said the governing body felt further
study needed to be done, for ex-
ample, to determine whether any

changes need to be made to the
borough’s Light Industrial and Cen-
tral Commercial zones, as well as a
section of land designated as CC2.

An extension of the existing Cen-
tral Commercial Zone, the CC2 zone
encompasses adjoining lots situated
between LaGrande and South Av-
enues in the downtown, including
the long-vacant Dean Oil site. This
area was heretofore zoned as Gen-
eral Commercial.

The governing body additionally
passed two resolutions dealing with
the Land Use Ordinance, one of which
explained the reasons for the council’s
rejection or modification of certain
board recommendations.

The second resolution directed the
Planning Board to conduct studies of
the Light Industrial, Central Com-
mercial and CC2 zones. It authorizes
the Planning Board to retain the ser-
vices of a professional planner and
asks that the board submit a budget

Fanwood’s Pocket Park to Honor Legacy
Of Borough’s 19th Century Carriage House

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Although still a work in progress,
Fanwood’s pocket park now has a
name all its own – thanks to three
local residents whose nomination was
selected from among dozens of sug-
gestions submitted by members of
the community in a recent contest.

In separate entries, George Weiss,
producer of Fanwood’s TV-35;
Fanwood Tax Collector Colleen
Huehn and Susan Leonard, a sev-
enth-grade student and band mem-
ber at Terrill Middle School, pro-
posed that the Watson Road parcel

be christened “Carriage House Park.”
The name is a tribute to the 19th-

century landmark building, formerly
known as the Carriage House, which
is located opposite the park site. It
was renamed in January of 1999 as
the Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center, in memory of Fanwood’s first
woman mayor.

Mr. Weiss, Ms. Huehn and Susan
each received a $25 gift certificate to
Irma’s Hallmark in Fanwood during
last Thursday’s regular meeting of
the local governing body.

The naming contest was sponsored
by Fanwood’s Pocket Park Commit-

tee, which has spearheaded develop-
ment of the long-vacant lot, at the
suggestion of Councilman and com-
mittee member Thomas P. Ryan, Jr.

Mr. Ryan’s suggestion was
prompted, ironically, by Mr. Weiss,
who had inquired about what the
park would be called, according to
Councilwoman Karen M. Schurtz,
who chairs the Pocket Park Commit-
tee.

Submitted from Fanny Wood Day
in September through last month, the
entries were voted on by members of
the committee and the governing
body. Councilwoman Schurtz, how-

ever, said she voluntarily abstained
from voting since she had tallied the
entries.

She revealed that more than 100
people participated in the contest –
submitting 60 different names for
the pocket park. Mayor Louis C.
Jung and the council opted to honor
all three individuals who made the
“Carriage House” nomination.

When asked what had been his
inspiration, Mr. Weiss said the Car-
riage House had, in a sense, “lost its
identity” when it was renamed.

Councilwoman Schurtz concurred

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
RECITING HIS LIST FOR SANTA...Fanwood Public Works Director Raymond
Manfra tells Santa what he wants for Christmas.

Merry Christmas from Our Family To Yours

Scotch Plains Council Pays Kudos to Retiring
Recreation Director and  Township Councilman

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The year’s final meeting of the
Scotch Plains Township Council on
Tuesday night was devoted prima-
rily to paying tribute to two long-
time members of the municipal fam-
ily who are retiring.

At the start of its regular meeting,
the Council approved a resolution
recognizing Laura Sanson Botto,
Director of Parks and Recreation, for
her efforts and leadership during her
16½-year tenure.

Mrs. Botto was saluted for her
efforts at improving the township’s
parks as well as Scotch Hills Country
Club and for her heavy involvement
in planning such events as the Vil-
lage Green Concert Series and the
Mayor’s Charity Gala. Mrs. Botto
told the Council that she was “leav-
ing with very mixed emotions” and
said her years in Scotch Plains had
been “a wonderful experience.”

Near the end of the Council’s meet-
ing, tributes were paid to Republican
Councilman William F. McClintock,
who chose not to seek a third full
term this year. Mayor Martin L.
Marks read the text of a joint legisla-
tive resolution co-sponsored by State
Senate President Donald
DiFrancesco and Assemblymen Alan
Augustine and Richard Bagger that
honored Mr. McClintock for his long
service to the township.

Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
told Mr. McClintock that it has “been
a pleasure working with you,” add-
ing that she especially enjoyed watch-
ing Mr. McClintock and the late
Democratic Councilman Tarquin Jay
Bromley “go at it” during their more

private agenda meetings.
Councilman Frank Rossi said, “I

greatly appreciate your service and
dedication,” while Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins described Mr.
McClintock as “a forthright leader”
who was “not afraid to make the hard
decisions.”

Councilwoman Sharynn Porter,
who joined the governing body in
October, after Mr. Bromley’s death,
said that when the Council was inter-
viewing prospective new members
in October, she found that talking
with Mr. McClintock “was like hav-
ing a conversation with an old friend.”

Mayor Marks noted that he had first
become involved in local politics as a
volunteer in Mr. McClintock’s 1992
re-election campaign.

“The entire Council has relied on
Bill,” the Mayor said. He called his
retiring colleague “keenly intelli-
gent” and said that his Council col-
leagues “leaned on him heavily, es-
pecially during budget time.” The
Mayor then presented Mr.
McClintock, an avid and still-im-
proving golfer, with a personally
engraved golf putter.

Former Mayors Irene Schmidt and
Al Theurer also offered words of praise
for Mr. McClintock, who was first
appointed to the Council in March
1991, while former Mayor Joan Papen
did the same in a telephone call broad-
cast in the Council chambers.

Mr. McClintock’s wife, Pat, and his
son, James, were in attendance at the
meeting, as were Scotch Plains Police
Chief Thomas O’Brien and Paulette
Coronato, who was elected last month
to succeed Mr. McClintock.

During his farewell remarks, Mr.

McClintock noted the narrow circum-
stances that first led to his appointment
in 1991. His name was among three
submitted by the local Republican
Committee to the Council to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of
Councilwoman Jo-Anne Spatola.

When the Council demurred at
selecting from one of the three indi-
viduals, the choice was sent back to
the local GOP. Mr. McClintock noted
on Tuesday night that he had been
chosen by his party colleagues by a
single vote. He ticked off several
noteworthy accomplishments
achieved during his nearly 10 years
on the Council, including downtown
improvements, the initiation of tele-
vision coverage of public meetings,
the senior housing project on Lake

Avenue and the blossoming of what
he called “one of the greatest recre-
ation programs in New Jersey.”

In between the twin tributes, the
Council wrapped up its business for
the year by passing a resolution ac-
cepting a $13,750 proposal from
Faigon Electric Inc. of Piscataway to
install flashing traffic signals on
Terrill Road and Kevin Road in the
vicinity of Terrill Middle School and
Coles School.

Mayor Marks expressed his hope
that the project would be up and
running by early spring, and added
that Fanwood will be paying half the
costs of the signal system.

The Council’s re-organization
meeting will be held on January 1,
2001 at 1 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
BRAND NEW ERA…The year 2000 began in Fanwood with the swearing in of
new Republican Mayor Louis C. Jung. Pictured, left to right, are: State Senate
President Donald T. DiFrancesco, Mr. Jung and his wife, Nancy.
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New Mayor, Zoning Ordinance, Downtown
Are Pivotal to Fanwood During Year 2000
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down” agreement, at a cost of $2,035
each, which were paid for with a
portion of $400,000 in state and
county grant money that was awarded
to the borough in 1999 for downtown
improvements.

Mr. and Mrs. James Vierschilling
were given the green light by the
Planning Board to transform a three-
story, 19th-century Dutch Colonial
home they own opposite the Fanwood
train station on North Avenue into a
bed-and-breakfast establishment.

The Planning Board also approved
an appeal by Nextel of New York to
install the first cellular antennas in
the borough at an existing transmis-
sion tower on the PSE&G power line
property bordering South Avenue.

MAY
During a special meeting on May 3,

governing body members announced
that they were able to reduce the
recently-adopted municipal budget by
a single tax point, thanks to Federal
Emergency Management Agency
funds which were awarded to the
borough as compensation for Tropi-
cal Storm Floyd last year.

The council also adopted an ordi-
nance for a market plan involving four
affordable housing units which the
borough was obligated to build under
a 1992 agreement with the state Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH).

A month earlier, COAH had ap-
proved substantive certification for
Fanwood that would reduce the
community’s affordable housing ob-
ligation to zero for the next six years.
However, the council had to adopt its
market plan ordinance in order for
the certification to go into effect.

JUNE
Former Mayor Connelly proved

the winner of this year’s hotly-con-
tested Democratic Primary for the
Seventh District seat that was relin-
quished by Congressman Bob Franks.
Mrs. Connelly bested Union County
Manager Michael J. Lapolla for the
party’s nomination. Locally, the can-
didates for two open seats on the
Fanwood Borough Council were
unopposed in the Primary.

The Borough Council unanimously
endorsed a resolution amending
developer’s agreements with the
owners of properties on Terrill Road
and Midway Avenue that were ear-
marked for affordable housing.

The governing body’s action re-
solved a four-year-old dispute be-
tween the borough and LaGrande
Midway Partnership, the owner of
the Midway Avenue site, over devel-
opment of the lot, which is located
near a gas pipeline.

LaGrande Midway had entered into
a contract to sell the Midway Avenue
property to Built-Well Homes, LLC,
a Fanwood-based company which
already owned the Terrill Road site.
In order for the contract to be ful-
filled, however, the Midway lot had
to be “developable.”

During lengthy negotiations which
culminated in the revised agreements,
the borough agreed to reduce a buffer
requirement at the Midway Avenue
property from 50 to 45 feet.

Officials believed the revised dis-
tance would facilitate development
of the site for housing while main-
taining a sufficient safety barrier
between the homes and the pipeline.

Later that month, the governing
body authorized Mayor Jung to sign
an amended agreement with the Cali-
fornia-based Metricom company for
installation of radio units on bor-
ough utility poles to provide wireless

Internet access.
Under the new arrangement,

Fanwood received an increase in
annual administrative fees from
Metricom, as well as additional free
subscriptions.

The pact, which replaced a previ-
ous one signed last December, also
featured a “most favored municipal-
ity clause,” stating that if Metricom
should enter into a more lucrative
agreement with a town similar in size,
Fanwood will have the right to insist
the company modify its deal with the
borough to include the same benefits.
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Fanwood Land Ordinance
Week Away From Adoption

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for the work to be done by that indi-
vidual no later than Wednesday, Janu-
ary 31.

The board is expected to present
its findings on the Light Industrial
zone by Monday, April 30, and on
the Central Commercial and CC2
zones by Saturday, June 30, Council-
man Whitaker revealed during the
meeting.

Members of the governing body
and the Planning Board each con-
ducted thorough reviews of the Land
Use Ordinance during the course of
this year. The governing body must
adopt the document by the end of this
year or the review process will have
to be repeated.

Under other business last week, the
council adopted two additional ordi-
nances on second reading, and intro-
duced another. The first of the two
that were adopted authorizes a stop
sign to be placed on the western side
of the intersection of Princeton Av-
enue and High View Court, which the
borough shares with Scotch Plains.

Both municipalities were required
to pass an ordinance in order for

stop signs to be installed at the
intersection.

Officials also adopted a bond ordi-
nance in the amount of $26,000 to
cover supplemental costs related to
the recently-repaired Hetfield Av-
enue Bridge. The ordinance reallo-
cates funds that had been designated
in the 2000 municipal budget for the
resurfacing of Waldon Road and Old
South Avenue for the bridge costs.

The tab for refurbishing the bridge
was shared by Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and NJ Transit. Scotch Plains
and Fanwood were obligated to con-
tribute the same amount for the extra
costs, with additional funds supplied
by NJ Transit.

Finally, members of the governing
body unveiled an ordinance to ap-
point a deputy municipal prosecutor,
who will fill in for the regular pros-
ecutor when necessary. This action
followed an advisory by Union
County Prosecutor Thomas V.
Manahan that only an individual duly
sworn in as a deputy prosecutor can
serve in place of a regular municipal
prosecutor.

nounced the committee’s three nomi-
nees to fill Mr. Populus’ unexpired
term on the governing body.

They included Matthew Glennon
and Cynthia Swindlehurst, both
members of the Fanwood Planning
Board, and Peter Sayles, who serves
on several local committees.

Ms. Swindlehurst, the daughter of
two former members of the Borough
Council, was ultimately chosen to
succeed Mr. Populus, whose term runs
through the end of this year. She was
sworn in by Mayor Jung on March 28.

Mr. Populus, meanwhile, was hon-
ored for his years of service at the
governing body’s March 9 meeting.
He was roundly praised by Demo-
crats and Republicans alike for his
ability to work with colleagues from
both political parties and for his
myriad achievements during two
terms on the council.

On March 21, the Borough Coun-
cil debuted a municipal budget of
$5,704,071, which marked a 5.7 per-
cent hike over the previous year’s
tab. Officials cited the mandatory
costs as the primary reason for the
higher-than-usual spike. The spend-
ing plan was adopted on May 3.

It was announced that a joint advi-
sory ad hoc committee, made up of
three representatives each from the
Borough of Fanwood, Township of
Scotch Plains and the district’s Board
of Education, had been formed to
explore shared services opportuni-
ties among the three entities.

APRIL
The Fanwood Planning Board an-

nounced it would begin a formal,
chapter-by-chapter review of the
borough’s revised zoning ordinance.
More than 200 pages in length, it
reflects some eight years of work by
elected officials, Planning Board
members and others.

The document updates a previous
text, dating to 1956, and provides
current information on a broad scope
of topics. Among the categories ad-
dressed in the ordinance are site plan
and subdivision applications, acces-
sory structures, zone changes, build-
ing permits and exemptions, parking
and architecture.

Candidates for two open seats on
the Borough Council were revealed.
Sharing the Republican ticket were
Council President Joel Whitaker, in
his bid for a second term, and first-
time candidate Carol Wood. Chal-
lenging them were Councilwoman
Swindlehurst and Mr. Glennon for
the Democrats.

The Borough Council named
Clayton S. Pierce to serve as Coordi-
nator to the Fanwood Downtown
Revitalization Committee (FDRC),
a new position.

Mr. Pierce, whose appointment is
effective through the end of this year,
had been conducting extensive re-
search and interviews for the FDRC
concerning downtown revitalization
on a volunteer basis for several
months prior to his appointment.

Based on information gathered by
Mr. Pierce, officials discussed whether
to purchase or lease Victorian goose-
neck lamps for the borough from Pub-
lic Service Electric and Gas as part of
an ongoing plan to create a Victorian
streetscape for the downtown.

The light fixtures, known as “The
Fanwood,” are modeled after ones
which lined the borough’s train sta-
tion beginning in the 19th century.

Governing body members ulti-
mately opted in September to ac-
quire 61 lamps through a “lease buy

PREPARING FOR HOLIDAYS — A star affixed by the Schmiede Tree Expert
Company of Scotch Plains sits atop a 70-foot Norway Spruce on the North
Avenue side of the Fanwood Train Station.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
• A man posing as a customer ran out

of a garden merchandise company on
Route 22 with a fiber optic Christmas
tree valued at approximately $70. The
suspect was last seen entering a black
sports utility vehicle.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
• Employees at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School reported that food
items delivered in the early morning
were stolen from outside the building.

• A pager was reported stolen from a
motor vehicle in the parking lot of a

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield Avenue convenience store.
• A resident of Carri Farm Court

reported damage to a mailbox.
• A patron at a Route 22 restaurant

reported that his motor vehicle was en-
tered and a cellular telephone and per-
sonal items were taken during the evening
hours.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
• A window was broken on a busi-

ness in the 400 block of Park Avenue.
Police said the incident appeared to be
an act of vandalism.

School District to Decide Timeline
During January For Renovations

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

In the wake of voters’ resounding
support for the school bond referen-
dum, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education and Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. Carol B. Choye
had just two words to say to the com-
munity during the board’s final meet-
ing for the year 2000: “Thank you.”

The Superintendent reported that
Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Anthony DelSordi has been
meeting with the architects and will
present a timeline in January for

implementation of the construction/
renovation program. The first items
to be addressed, according to Dr.
Choye, are athletic field projects and
sprinkler systems, along with spe-
cific plans for School One and Park
Middle School.

Board member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. urged the administration to con-
sider hiring a “board-employed
project manager” to share the re-
sponsibility of managing the work at
the schools.

In other business, the board agreed
to implement an energy manage-
ment system at district facilities
through the professional engineer-
ing services of Energy for America,
Inc. Members elected to postpone
submission of the district’s five-year,
long-range facilities plan to the State
until problems with the state-sup-
plied software can be resolved.

The board unanimously passed a
resolution opposing Senate Bill 1598,
which is currently on hold in the

Senate Education Committee. The
bill would require school districts,
who wish to join forces to provide a
bus route for students to go out for
bids on the route rather than provid-
ing the transportation themselves.

The concern, as explained by board
member Linda Nelson, is that such
legislation would detract from dis-
tricts’ ability to operate cost-effec-
tively using shared services. She
noted that the New Jersey School
Boards Association is on record as
opposing the proposed legislation.

Looking ahead to budget prepara-
tions for the 2001-2002 school year,
administrators hope to incorporate
initial budget discussions into the
board’s regularly-scheduled January
meetings. Mr. DelSordi and outgo-
ing Director of Pupil Services Eleanor
Henry are scheduled to present on
January 11, 2001, with Assistant
Superintendent for Instruction Dr.
Kathleen Regan presenting January
25. Meetings begin at 8 p.m.

Mr. McClintock Recalls
Nine Years on Council

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

If there is one year that stands out
above the other 10 years that he served
on the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil, 1994 might be the one for Republi-
can William F. McClintock, Jr.

“That was a very strange year,” he
told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood earlier this week, a few days
before attending his final meeting of the
council, where he has served since
March of 1991.

Mr. McClintock was appointed as
Mayor for 1994 by his council col-
leagues on the first day of that year, and
within a matter of days, Mother Nature
set the tone for the coming year.

“That winter, we had 17 storms and
over five feet of snow,” Mr. McClintock
recalled. “But worse than the snow was
the ice. There were periods of weeks or
more when the temperature was not
above 20 degrees, so you couldn’t get
rid of the ice.”

The severe winter of early 1994 wasn’t
the only memorable aspect of the
McClintock mayoralty.

“We also had the subway bomber,”
he said, referring to Edward J. Leary,
the Scotch Plains resident who was
arrested in late 1994 for two
firebombings in the New York City sub-
way system that injured several dozen
people.

“And we had the problem with the
ferris wheel at Bowcraft,” Mr.
McClintock added, referring to an op-
erational problem at the Route 22 amuse-
ment park that left some riders tempo-
rarily stranded on the ferris wheel.

Mr. McClintock may have a knack for
being in charge during tough times. In
September of 1998, he was Deputy
Mayor — and technically in charge while
Mayor Joan Papen was on vacation —
when the Labor Day storm hit Scotch
Plains and caused extensive damage.

“(Township Manager) Tom Atkins
was also away, the Fire Chief was away,
the head of Public Works was away,”
Mr. McClintock recalled. “The Police
Chief and I were the only ones around
who had any kind of authority to really
do anything.”

A member of the Township Planning
Board from 1983 to 1986 and local
Republican Party Chairman from 1986
through 1990, Mr. McClintock was first
appointed to the Township Council to
fill the seat of Jo-Anne Spatola, who had
been appointed a Superior Court judge.

After winning a special election in
November of 1991 to fill out the re-
mainder of Mrs. Spatola’s term, Mr.
McClintock was re-elected to full, four-
year terms in 1992 and 1996. He an-
nounced early this year that he would
not seek another term; his seat was won
last month by Republican Paulette
Coronato.

Mr. McClintock told The Times that
he “enjoyed trying to solve problems
and trying to come up with solutions
that help people.”

He pointed to the ballfields initiative
he put forth a few years back with Mayor
Martin L. Marks and predicted that,
“we’re going to see a lot more progress
there.” He also noted that the senior
citizens housing program “came into
being during my time on the council.”

He also expressed satisfaction that
the council “was able to bring taxes
back down this year” after the 1999
property tax increase.

Mr. McClintock pointed out that 1999
“was peculiar year. It was the first time
we had Democrats on the council dur-
ing the time that I was on, and,” he
noted, “the Republicans were in the
minority.”

Scotch Plains has changed during his
decade in local government, Mr.
McClintock feels, and the change is for
the better.

“Our downtown has certainly been
revitalized,” he said. “We’re in a troubled
time for downtowns in general because
of shopping malls.”

He gave credit to the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association
(SPBPA) for strengthening the down-
town business district. Mr. McClintock
also feels the township’s recreation pro-
grams “have gotten stronger,” pointing
to the various improvements at the
Scotch Hills Country Club and refur-
bishments to the township’s parks.

Although he is bowing out of local
government, Mr. McClintock has prom-
ised to continue playing an active role
— locally and, perhaps, at a higher
level.

With State Senate President Donald
T. DiFrancesco (R-Scotch Plains) an
all-but-declared candidate for Gover-
nor next year, if his Senate seat were to
open up and then be filled by an area
Assemblyman, that would, in turn, open
up a seat in the State Assembly.

And Mr. McClintock acknowledged
that he is “actively exploring” the pos-
sibility of making a run for the Assem-
bly, if a seat were to open up.

Until then, Mr. McClintock hopes to
keep busy with his Mountainside-based
political consulting business. Last week,
he was honored as Elected Official of
the Year by the New Jersey Municipal
Management Association, a state-based
group of municipal administrators, dur-
ing a meeting in Watchung.

And Mr. McClintock was an early
recipient of a new automobile license
plate approved earlier this year that puts
him in pretty select company.

The only individuals eligible to use
the new plates are former mayors in
New Jersey — under the usual combi-
nation of identifying letters and num-
bers is the title “Mayor Emeritus.”

with the idea of keeping the Carriage
House name alive. “It’s still a nice
connection to the history of
Fanwood,” she remarked later on.

The park has been envisioned as a
companion site to the Kuran Center
by providing a venue for outdoor
concerts and cultural arts programs.
Councilwoman Schurtz said she and
her colleagues hope work on the park
will be finished by the early part of
2001.

She revealed that the Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission hopes to
hold its annual Arbor Day obser-
vance there in the spring, and that the
borough also hopes to establish a
fund for the purchase of a white oak
for the site – a successor to the be-
loved, 300-year-old Fanwood Oak

which was lost to disease four years
ago.

Development of the park was
funded with a 1998 grant from Union
County through its Project Pocket
Park Program. Fanwood matched the
county’s grant through a combina-
tion of money and in-kind services.

The site, measuring slightly less
than an acre, is planned as a passive
park, meaning it will be geared to-
ward relaxation and cultural activi-
ties as opposed to organized sports
events.

It will also provide a parking area
with 17 spaces, illuminated by five
Victorian motif “Fanwood” lamps.
Additional lamps will provide pe-
destrian lighting in the borough’s
downtown.
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