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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Local Girl Scouts Help Make
TROOPS Project a Success

Nuts

Brian O’Neil Works Toward
Preserving Area Waterways

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross’ annual TROOPS
project was successful again this year,
with the assistance of Girl Scout
Troop No. 916 and Leader Kathy
Sherman, and Cadet Troop No. 701
and Leader Suzann Kaufold.

Together, these troops helped send
35 boxes of “treats” to United States
military service personnel overseas.
The Girl Scouts helped solicit the
items donated, then sorted and boxed
the contributions.

The boxes were shipped to: Camp
Bondsteel and Camp Monteith in
Kosovo; Operation Joint Forge in
Bosnia; Prince Sultan Air Base in
Saudi Arabia and Camp Doha in
Kuwait.

The girls collected items such as
coffee, tea, powdered drinks, pop-
corn, puzzles and paperback books,

holiday decorations, hard and choco-
late candy, toiletry items, small travel
board games, playing cards, all oc-
casion cards with stamps, current
catalogues from which to order items,
and video/cassette tapes.

The American Red Cross Chapter
is the yearly collection center for the
month of November and is respon-
sible for sealing and shipping these
items to the various United States
military camps around the world.

The Red Cross sponsors this project
every year during the month of No-
vember and puts the packages to-
gether for shipment by December 1
to ensure delivery to the camps by
Christmas.

SUPPORTING THE TROOPS…Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 916 sit
beside some of the boxes of items they prepared for shipment to United States
military personnel overseas. The girls helped sort and box the items at the
Westfield/Mountainside American Red Cross Chapter House, located at 321
Elm Street in Westfield.

FANWOOD – As his service
project for becoming an Eagle Scout,
Brian O’Neil, a member of Boy Scout
Troop No. 33 of Fanwood, decided
to “Paint the Town Blue” to help
preserve area waterways.

Brian sponsored a Storm Drain
Stenciling Program in Scotch Plains
as part of the efforts of Clean Ocean
Action, a coalition of organizations,
businesses and citizens who collabo-
rate to clean and protect the waters of
New York and New Jersey.

Storm Drain Stenciling draws at-
tention to the dangers of pollution
caused by litter, lawn pesticides and
fertilizers, motor oil and antifreeze,
and pet waste. Known as non-point
source pollution, it is a primary threat
to coastal water quality.

As part of his project, Brian painted
blue fish symbols on many storm
drains around the south side of Scotch
Plains. This area is part of the Rahway
River watershed that drains into the
Arthur Kill. He and his fellow scouts
also distributed literature to dozens

of homes in the area to help residents
learn what they can do to help.

SOMETHING FISHY GOING ON…Fellow scouts stencil a blue fish symbol on
a storm drain on the south side of Scotch Plains as an alert to area residents not
to deposit waste in the drains. The environmental effort represented Brian
Oneil’s community service project for becoming an Eagle Scout. Pictured, left
to right, are: Eric Konzelman, Brian and Andrew Elko.

Nature Club to Meet
In Mountainside Jan. 2
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater

Watchung Nature Club will hold its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2, at 8 p.m. at the Courthouse of
the Mountainside Municipal Build-
ing, located on Route 22, East, and
New Providence Road.

The Courthouse is the second
building and is best reached by enter-
ing from New Providence Road just
before the light on Route 22.

Jean and Catherine Roxborough
of Mountainside will present a pro-
gram on Scotland. The sisters, both
photographers and long-time mem-
bers of the club, will offer a dual-
projector slide show illustrating fish-
ing villages, picturesque Highlands
and other aspects of their ancestral
country.

On Sunday, January 21, the club
will team with the Summit Nature
Club for a trip to the Great Swamp
National Wildlife Refuge in Basking
Ridge. Trip leader Roger Johnson
will take participants on walks
through the refuge. Interested indi-
viduals are asked to assemble at 8
a.m. at the Wildlife Observation
Center on Long Hill Road in Bask-
ing Ridge.

For further information or direc-
tions, please call Mary Hand at (908)
232-3779.NEW MINISTRY…The leaders of the new Stephen Ministry program at The

Presbyterian Church in Westfield, pictured left to right, are: Nancy Smith,
Gloria Verdone, the Reverend Vicky Ney and George Harbt. They will begin
training lay members for the program in January.

Stephen Ministry Debuts
At Presbyterian Church

Area Residents are Welcomed
As Crisis Hot Line Volunteers
WESTFIELD — Five local resi-

dents were among eight people from
Union and Middlesex counties who
were recently welcomed as new tele-
phone hot line volunteers by CON-
TACT We Care, a 24-hour crisis hot
line agency, during the agency’s
Commissioning Service in Westfield.

Lesley Hill, Gene Kroncke and
Marta Villafane of Westfield;
Kathleen McDonough of Fanwood
and Nelida Melendez-Carroll of
Scotch Plains each attended
CONTACT’s 50-hour volunteer train-
ing course during the past year.

Volunteers are trained to deal with
a broad range of human needs and
how to actively listen and assist
callers in working through their

problems.
“It is such a pleasure, as

CONTACT’s Executive Director, to
formally welcome these dedicated
and compassionate men and women
to the ranks of CONTACT volun-
teers,” said Executive Director
Michael Nicholson of Hillside.

“I can’t emphasize enough how
much their contribution of time and
energy means to our agency and the
thousands of callers we serve each
year,” he added.

The next volunteer training class
will be held from Thursday, Febru-
ary 22, to Thursday, May 10, from 7
to 10 p.m. at the First Baptist Church
in Westfield. For more information,
please call (908) 490-1480.

A LIGHT FOR THOSE IN NEED…Newly-commissioned volunteers for CON-
TACT We Care’s telephone crisis hot line light candles as part of a recent
Commissioning Service. Pictured, left to right, are: Sue Surdez, an agency
volunteer and former Training Director, and newcomers Gene Kroncke and
Marta Villafane, both of Westfield; Nelida Melendez-Carroll of Scotch Plains
and William Schau of Union.

Area Residents Urged
To Give Blood Jan. 6
AREA — The American Red

Cross and New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices will sponsor a blood drive on
Saturday, January 6, at the First
Unitarian Society, 724 Park Avenue
in Plainfield, between 8:45 a.m. and
2:15 p.m.

All are welcome and no appoint-
ment is necessary. In addition to
usual whole blood donations, a lim-
ited number of platelet donations
(apheresis) will also be accepted at
this drive. Platelets are in even shorter
supply than whole blood.

The holiday season is one of two
times during the year – the other is
midsummer — when blood short-
ages become critical.

Although an appointment is not
required, donors are encouraged to
call Bob Sommerich at (908) 889-
1891 and indicate what time they
would prefer to come. All donors
should be in good health, between
the ages of 18 and 75, have identifi-
cation with them and know their
Social Security numbers.

Flu Shots to be Given
To County Residents
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Resi-

dents of Union County age 60
and older are eligible to receive
free flu shots at Runnells Spe-
c ia l i zed Hosp i ta l  o f  Un ion
County in Berkeley Heights to-
day, Thursday, December 21.

“We are offering free flu shots
for the second time this year for
our Union County senior citi-
zens,” said Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon, Liaison to the hospital’s
Advisory Board of Managers,
noting that 250 flu shots were
dispensed to seniors last month.

“The supply is limited, so the
shots are available on a first-come,
first-served basis, and you must
be a county resident. We hope this
effort helps our seniors to stay
healthy during this flu season,”
Freeholder Scanlon added.

The flu shots will be available
at the hospital clinic, located at
40 Watchung Way, from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. today. For further in-
formation, please call the clinic
at (908) 771-5904.

Youth Auditions for  Godspell
On Tap at Area Churches

WESTFIELD – Auditions for a
production of Godspell will be held
for youths in grades 7 to 12 in West-
field, Plainfield and surrounding
towns at two area churches next
month.

On Saturday, January 6, an audi-
tion will be held at 3 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.

Another audition will take place
the following Saturday, January 13,
at 3 p.m. at the United Church of
Christ, Congregational of Plainfield,
located at 220 West 7th Street.

The auditions will be ensemble
auditions rather than individual. Re-
hearsals will run from January
through March.

The actual productions will take
place on Saturdays and Sundays,
March 17 and 18 and March 24

and 25.
For more information, please call

First Congregational at (908) 233-
2494 or the United Church of Christ
at (908) 755-8658.

Holiday Services Listed
For Baptist Church

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will host a morning
children’s service and an evening
candlelight service on Sunday, De-
cember 24.

The 10:30 a.m. service will in-
clude a Children’s Pageant, in which
participants will reenact the biblical
story of the birth of Jesus. Visiting
children will be invited to participate
as shepherds.

The church’s Cherub Choir will
sing the words of the angels to the
shepherds during the pageant, and a
second anthem as a call to worship.

The Chancel Choir, Bell Ringers
and trumpet player Jon Redeker of
Union will also provide music. The
Reverend Dee Dee Turlington, Se-
nior Minister, will preach on “Why
Bethlehem?”

A 7:30 p.m. Candlelight Service
will retell the story of Christ’s birth,
and will also feature traditional
carols, poetic readings, choir an-
thems and the lighting of partici-
pants’ candles in the darkened sanc-
tuary.

Solo verses by Genevieve Manion,
Matt Greenlaw, Travis Redd and Gor-
don Kaslusky will highlight the an-
thems, one of which was composed
by Chancel Choir member Steve
Lind. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278.

Willow Grove Reveals
Christmas Eve Services

SCOTCH PLAINS – Services com-
memorating the birth of Jesus Christ
will be held in the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church sanctuary on
Sunday. December 24, at 10:30 a.m.
and again at 8 p.m. All are invited to
attend.

The morning service will begin
with the ceremony of the Advent
Wreath and congregational singing
of carols. The Reverend Kenneth G.
Hetzel, Pastor, will preach on “What
We Can Learn from Children” and
will give an illustrated children’s
message on the same theme.

Harpist Diane Michaels will play
“Angel Song” by John Rutter and
will accompany the Chancel Choir,
led by Music Director Richard Ney,
in a program of assorted Christmas
hymns and carols.

During the Christmas Eve Candle-
light Service, church member James
Lee will present several Christmas
solos on the classical guitar and the
congregation will have an opportu-
nity to sing carols.

Using the figures in a porcelain
creche, Pastor Hetzel will give a
meditation on “Jesus – Son of God
and Son of Man. The Christ Candle
will also be lit, from which congre-
gation members will light their own
candles.

On New Year’s Eve, Sunday, De-
cember 31, at 8 p.m., a Watch-Night
Service will take place in the candlelit
Wedgewood Room of the church.

An informal gathering, the service
gives congregation members and oth-
ers an opportunity for hymn singing,
personal testimonies, reflections and
prayers for the coming year. It will
conclude with Holy Communion for
those who wish to partake. The pia-
nist for the evening will be Jerry
Mann.

The Ark Nursery for infants and
toddlers will be open and available
during all services. All facilities are
handicapped accessible.

Willow Grove Church is located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

First United Methodist
Announces Services
For Christmas Eve

WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield has re-
vealed its Christmas Eve services for
Sunday, December 24.

A family celebration of Christmas
will be held at 7 p.m. The drama “Some-
thing About a Baby” will be presented,
led by the Youth and Children’s Choirs.

The Reverend David Harwood, Se-
nior Minister, will present the medita-
tion, “Are You Sitting in Darkness?”

A service of lessons, carols and com-
munion will be offered at 11 p.m. The
story of Christmas in scripture lessons
and carols will be led by the Sanctuary
Choir with Candlelight Communion.

Reverend Harwood will revisit the
theme of his earlier presentation,
preaching on the topic, “Are You Sit-
ting in Darkness?”

The community is invited to attend
the services. First United Methodist is
located at 1 East Broad Street. For
further information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-4211.

Nicole’s Yoga Center
To Begin New Session
GARWOOD — Nicole’s Yoga Cen-

ter, located at 94 North Avenue in
Garwood, will start a new session on
Monday, January 8, featuring 20 classes
of yoga for all levels.

Classes, for beginners and advanced,
include: Back Care and Abdominal Yoga,
Restorative Yoga, Breathing and Heart
Yoga, Kundalini Yoga and Classical
Ashtanga Yoga. There are also weight
reduction classes.

The studio will be open for registra-
tion and information on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2, from 2 to 5 p.m.; Thursday,
January 4, from 2 to 5 p.m.; Saturday,
January 6, from 1:30 to 4 p.m., and
Monday, January 8, from 2 to 6:30
p.m., as well as anytime via e-mail.
Private classes by appointment are also
available. For further information,
please call (908) 789-6426 or visit
www.nicolesyogacenter.com

Chanukah Show to Promote
Awareness of Jewish Culture

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has embarked
upon an intensive program of active
lay caring called Stephen Ministry,
with the motto: “Christ Caring for
People Through People.”

Dr. William R. Forbes, Senior Pastor
at the church, said, “I am delighted to
have this ministry introduced to our
congregation. The Stephen Ministry is
a unique way of creating a quality
program of compassion, nurture and
care for the members of the extended
church family. It is led by dedicated
and well-trained laity within the con-
gregation.”

A minister and three members of
the congregation have completed a
seven-day Leaders Training Course
in Baltimore. The Reverend Vicky Ney,
Associate Pastor for Parish Nurture,
is the Stephen Leader Team Coordi-
nator.

She is assisted by George Harbt,
Nancy Smith and Gloria Verdone in

preparing the congregation for the
program; recruiting, training and su-
pervising Stephen Ministers, and
preparing them to deal with care re-
cipients. They are currently in the
process of reviewing applications
from lay members who wish to par-
ticipate.

Beginning on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 24, and continuing each Wednes-
day night until June, they will con-
duct 50 hours of training for mem-
bers of the congregation.

The series will help those involved
to learn skills and develop their tal-
ents to work with people who are
grieving, depressed or experiencing
other forms of stress.

Stephen Ministers offer a one-on-
one ministry as trained, caring church
members reaching out to others in
time of need. They provide confiden-
tial ministry, fostering a caring rela-
tionship that focuses on the needs of
each individual.

WESTFIELD — The Union County
Torah Center and Tzivos Hashem will
present “Professor Pellah’s Place,” a
Chanukah adventure, to be aired on
Wednesday, December 27, at 9:30 p.m.
on Comcast Cable Channel 57.

The half-hour television program,
designed to introduce children to a
wide range of Jewish customs and ide-
als, follows four teenage cousins who
are challenged by the mystical Profes-
sor Pellah and his pet fish, Bernie, to

create a campaign to promote aware-
ness of the Chanukah holiday.

During the action, cut away segments
will introduce viewers to the arts of
candle making and oil pressing, menorah
lightings in cities around the world, and
an animated history of Chanukah as
seen by a young boy in ancient times.

For more information, please call
the Torah Center at (908) 789-5252.
The center is located at 418 Central
Avenue in Westfield.


