
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, December 21, 2000 Page 5

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

.  Model Ericsson R 280LX
� Buy & sell stocks, check movie listings
� Check the weather, news, the latest sports

scores and more.
� Check your AOL and other e-mail!
� 4 hours talk time, over 6 days of  standby

*FREE NOKIA 5160
� Up to 3 hours talk time and 7 days standby
� Games, alarm clock, changeable faceplate

All plans come with FREE caller ID,
call-waiting, voice mail and text messaging.

for 250 minutes plus 500 extra
night & weekend minutes

* AFTER REBATE

New Jersey Cellular
11 Eastman Street, Cranford

(Corner of North Avenue between the movie theater & Café Rock)

Serving Union County Since 1992

908-497-2100

Holiday
Gift Certificates

Available

29    per month

FREE*
Ericsson
Web Phone

With FREE Internet
Access - Does Not Use
Up Your Minutes And
Does Not Cost Anything!

 Many Other Plans Available. Call or Stop In for Details.

Come in and check
out the cute  new
3½ ounce Nokia
8260 in blue, red
and gray!

.99$

200 South Ave � Fanwood
(908) 322-9490

The Lemon Tree
staff wishes all our patrons

Happy Holidays and many thanks
for over 25 years of patronage

The Latest Trends From Trained Professionals

Freeholder Board Passes Scooter Helmet Law;
County Department Heads Get Salary Hikes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday night
passed an ordinance which requires
the use of helmets by all persons
operating both hand-driven or mo-
torized scooters.

The ordinance was sponsored by
Freeholder Mary Ruotolo, who said
the new law follows the death of a 6-
year-old from a scooter accident in
Elizabeth.

“As elected officials there is very
little we can do,” she said, noting that
the new law will likely reduce the
number of serious head trauma inju-
ries that occur, while also avoiding
potential fatalities.

Citing statistics from the Consumer
Products Safety Commission, she
said nearly 10,000 children were
admitted to emergency rooms in the
first 10 months of 2000 as a result of
accidents involving scooters. She said
the commission has indicated that 60
percent of scooter-related injuries
can be prevented by children wear-
ing helmets.

Under the ordinance, which ap-

plies to all county roads and prop-
erty, such as parks, including Echo
Lake Park, Lenape Park and the
Watchung Reservation, violators will
receive a warning the first time and a
$100 fine for subsequent offenses.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella said he suspects munici-
palities will soon follow with their
own ordinances. Roselle Park has
initiated a similar law and State As-
semblyman Alan Augustine of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd) has sponsored a bill
which requires helmets for scooter
users who are 14 and under.

In other business, Mayors and other
governing body members from
around Union County picked up
checks totaling $3.023 million as
part of the county’s Senior Focus
grant program. Individual grants
ranged from $100,000 to $250,000.
The program gives towns the oppor-
tunity to build new facilities or ex-
pand existing senior citizen centers.

“We were really pleased with the
response from the towns,” said Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan.

Locally, Westfield Mayor Thomas
C. Jardim accepted a check for

$150,000, which has been earmarked
for a new facility to be built by the
Westfield Community Center at the
corner of Palsted Avenue and West
Broad Street.

The Community Center is the only
facility in the town which houses
senior citizen activities.

Mayor Jardim described the Se-
nior Focus grant as “solving real
problems for real people.”

“This will let something happen in
Westfield that wouldn’t have hap-
pened without this money,” Mayor
Jardim stated.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
accepted a check for $150,000 on
behalf of the township — funds that
will be used to refurbish the existing
historic clubhouse at the township-
owned Scotch Hills Country Club on
Jerusalem Road, which is utilized by
seniors, as well as to construct an-
other building which will include an
additional meeting room for seniors.

Mountainside Administrator James
Debbie, who also serves as Police
Chief, was awarded a check for
$100,000, which he said will be used
to expand an existing senior com-

plex in the Borough Hall.
The project will include new com-

puters and computer training for se-
niors, along with access improve-
ments per the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act.

Fanwood will receive $100,000 to
locate and renovate a downtown
building to house a senior center.

In other business, the Freeholders
approved salary hikes for depart-
ment heads. The raises are retroac-
tive to January 1, 2000.

Receiving 7 percent raises were:
Finance Director Lawrence Caroselli,
hiking his wage to $102,395, and
Freeholder Clerk Elizabeth
Genievich, now making $77,653.

Receiving the lowest increase, 2.8
percent, were: County Counsel Carol
Cohen, $119,650; Administrative
Services Director Joseph L.
Salemme, $93,771, and Public Safety
Director Harold Gibson, $93,559.

Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo received a 5 percent hike, to
$98,083. Those who were awarded a
4 percent increase included Union
County Manager Michael J. LaPolla,
now earning $132,498, and Deputy
County Manager George Devanney,
whose salary increased to $107,467.
Mr. Lapolla is the top paid county
official.

Charles Sigmund, Director of the
newly formed Parks Department,
received a $2,500 bump, to $94,015.
The department was previously a
division of the Department of Opera-
tional Services. The Director of Op-
erational Services, Frank Dann, re-
ceived a 3 percent raise, putting his
new salary at $97,890. Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital Director Joseph
Sharp will earn $104,335.

The board also adopted a new vol-
untary health benefit buyout whereby
county employees who are covered
by their spouses’ health insurance
policies will be given the option of
having the county buy out their cov-
erage for $2,500. Employees will
retain their dental and prescription
drug plans.

Freeholder Nicholas Scutari said the
county anticipates a $1 million savings
from the program in its first year.

With Holidays As The Time for Giving,
United Fund Offers Perfect Opportunity

Peace on earth requires more than
good wishes. It means reaching out to
all people. The holidays are a special
time to reach out and share our joys by
bringing happiness to others in our com-
munity. The United Fund of Westfield
is devoted to bringing peace and joy to
everyone.

The 21 member agencies of the West-
field United Fund provide year-round
services and programs to Westfielders.
Many programs are necessary and en-
riching to the quality of life during the
holidays. Our agency clients say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe
and nurturing place to go after school,
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for
my mother with Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my
dialysis treatment twice a week.”

Agency services are designed for you,
and are made possible by you. The

holidays are brightened for children,
families and elderly by special seasonal
activities conducted by United Fund
agencies and the spirit of caring and
sharing will continue throughout the
new year.

All Westfielders are invited to be-
come part of the caring network by
contributing to the United Fund Cam-
paign. Your gift enables 21 community
agencies to meet the needs of thousands
of Westfielders and helps make West-
field a better place in which to live and
to work.

The United Fund is grateful to the
many Westfielders who already have
contributed to the 2000 campaign. Those
who have not yet sent in a donation are
urged to do so today. The support of
each and every Westfielder is impor-
tant!

From all of us at the United Fund and
on behalf of our agencies, we thank you
and wish you a joyful and peaceful
holiday season.

Mary Brautigam
President, Board of Trustees

United Fund of Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com
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1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains
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