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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

County’s Substance Abuse Prevention Agency
Looks to Move Into New Offices By July 1

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Union County’s
substance abuse prevention organi-
zation, recently renamed Prevention
Links, anticipates moving into larger
quarters by July 1, 2000, a deadline
set by the New Jersey Department of
Health.

Formerly the National Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
of Union County, Inc., the agency
has provided educational and refer-
ral services regarding substance abuse
treatment for the past 17 years at its

offices in the Union County Admin-
istration Building located at 300
North Avenue in Westfield.

The agency is looking at doubling
its space by relocating to a street-
level office adjacent to the traffic
circle near the Garden State Parkway
in Clark.

The agency has been told by the
state that it must find a street-level
location that is handicapped acces-
sible per requirements of the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act (ADA) by
July 1st.

Executive Director Diane Vitterer

said the agency has grown from two
to seven staff members the past four
years in its 1,200 square-foot space
located on the second floor of the
county building in Westfield.

The agency also has volunteers
from the social work program at
Rutgers University as well as volun-
teers from Kean University. The
agency also works with the courts by
providing assignments for persons
sentenced to community service.

In an effort to raise the money to
cover the down payment for a lease
in a new building in addition to the

necessary furnishings, including a
new copier, the agency held a $75 per
person fundraiser last week featur-
ing Crystal Gayle at the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway followed by a
Dessert Reception at the Masonic
Temple of Rahway.

Ms. Vitterer said that the agency
hoped to raise $5,000 from the
fundraiser.

She explained that the agency an-
nounced its new name at the
fundraiser. The name was changed in
order to better identify the agency as
a local organization. The agency re-
ceives funding from the federal and
state governments as well as from
the County of Union.

The agency receives county fund-
ing for the parenting and youth pro-
grams as well as for the quarterly
educational programs it runs for stu-
dent assistance counselors. Preven-
tion Links also maintains a phone
directory of substance abuse treat-
ment programs.

Prevention Links organizes the Red
Ribbon Day in the county which kicks
off a week aimed at educating the
general public of the dangers of sub-
stance abuse. The local programs are
run by the municipal drug and alcohol
prevention education alliances.

Prevention Links also charges fees
for specific programs as requested
by school districts.

In addition to its referral services,
Prevention Links runs in-house edu-
cational programs for persons
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated as well as an adolescent assess-
ment program.

“But 98 percent of what we do is
educational outreach,” Ms. Vitterer
explained.

At the local level, the agency re-
cently introduced a life skills pro-
gram called “Forest Friends” to
Westfield’s second-graders. The pro-
gram was paid for through a grant
from The Westfield Foundation.

Comcast 
Will Pay You

To Try Our High 
Speed Cable 
Internet Service

CALL 1-800-730-1234
or  908-654-4100 TODAY 

and take advantage of this special offer!
$100 Gift Check from Comcast*

A FREE month of Comcast @Home
FREE Quickstart Self-Installation Kit or

FREE Professional Installation
Offer expires 12/15/00!      Mention Offer Code Q400B

And What An Experience It Is:
• NO phone lines, NO dial-ups, NO disconnects or busy signals.

• Surf up to 50 times faster than a 56K modem and twice 
as fast as DSL 640K*.

• CD-quality audio, lavish full motion video and high resolution 
photos are delivered to your computer at blazing speeds.

• Over 2 million subscribers make @Home the #1 High Speed 
Internet Service in the World.

HIGH SPEED CABLE INTERNET SERVICE

*To claim your gift check please follow the instructions listed at www.comcastonline.com/giftcheck.htm. Speed comparisons are for downloads only (and are compared to 56K and 640K). Upstream speed limited to 128kbps. Actual speeds may vary. Many factors
affect download speed. Ask about speed when you call or visit www.home.com/speed. Not available in all locations. For questions about minimum requirements and complete details about service and prices, please call 1-800-730-1234 or 908-654-4100. @Home
and the @ ball logo are registered trademarks of At Home Corporation. First month service is free. After that, a $39.95 monthly charge will take effect. $39.95 includes $7 a month modem rental. $32.95 with modem purchase. There is an additional fee of $10 per
month for customers that do not subscribe to Comcast Basic and Standard cable television service. Franchise fees and applicable taxes are additional. Other restrictions apply. Free Quickstart Self-Installation Kit requires customer installation. Offer applies to standard
installation for new residential customers in Comcast Cable wired and serviceable areas only.

Offer Expires 12/23/00

Holiday Store Hours:
Mon, Tue & Wed – 9am to 7pm • Thur –  9am to 8pm • Fri –  9am to 5:30pm • Sat – 10am to 6:30pm • Sun – Noon to 4pm

Visit Our Website

Up-To-The-Minute Wireless Technology

$10500 CASH BACK
$75 dollar mail-in cash back service rebate on new activation of select AT&T calling
plans at $29.99 per month and above PLUS a $30 mail-in rebate on any Nokia Phone,

Motorola V2397 or Ericsson R280LX when you activate on Any AT&T Plan.

Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your
Cellular Accessory Needs.

Up-to 1,000 Night & Weekend Minutes At No Charge, Every Month for One Year!

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

UP
TO

AT&T Digital Advantage� Plans

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 250 + 500 = 750

$49.99 600 + 1000 =1600

$39.99 400 + 1000 =1400

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com

Regional Advantage Plan�

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 120 + 500 = 620

$39.99 200 + 1000 =1200

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Call Anywhere in the US with
NO Long Distance Charges

Firefighter Timothy Flynn

Clifton Fireman Timothy Flynn
Cited for Saving Choking Victim

CLIFTON — Timothy Flynn, a
1988 graduate of Westfield High
School and presently a firefighter in
Clifton, was recently presented with
the “Exceptional Duty Award” dur-
ing a ceremony at Clifton City Hall.

Firefighter Flynn, a trained Emer-
gency Medical Technician (EMT),

was cited for saving the life of a
choking victim. He cleared the
victim’s airway and restored breath-
ing.

The citation was presented during
the 16th Annual Clifton Fire Depart-
ment Awards Ceremony that was held
December 8.

Bart Barre to Take Oath of Office
As Mountainside Municipal Judge

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Borough Council ad-
dressed several topics at its agenda
session on December 12 and its regu-
lar meeting held Tuesday night.

During the earlier meeting, the
council unanimously passed a reso-
lution appointing Bart A. Barre as

the Mountainside Municipal Court
Judge.

It was noted that the appointment
of Mr. Barre will be effective as of
Monday, January 1, and that he will
be sworn in before the governing
body’s re-organizational meeting.
That meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, January 2, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Barre served the borough as a

councilman from 1984 through 1992
and received the Mabel Young Good
Neighbor Award in 1998. He has also
served as the borough’s representa-
tive to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority since 1998, when
Mountainside became a member of
that autonomous group.

Robert A. Ruggiero had served the
borough for 24 years as the Munici-
pal Court Judge until his retirement
earlier this year. Mr. Ruggiero died
on July 27.

In other business, it was noted that
during the January re-organizational
meeting, William Lane will be sworn
in as a Borough Councilman, occu-
pying the seat formerly held by Coun-
cilman Ronald Romak. The latter
opted not to run for re-election last
year.

Mr. Romak, who has served on the
Borough Council for the last 14 years,
was not present at either the Decem-
ber 12 meeting or Tuesday’s session.

Also, Thomas Perrotta will be
sworn in to serve another term as
Councilman. He has been a member
of the governing body since 1996.

In other business, two resolutions
were passed Tuesday, appointing
Horacio Colella to fill a vacancy in
the Public Works Department, and
Carol Salvaggio as the borough’s
Municipal Court Violations Clerk.

FIGHTING THE FLU…Registered nurse Gail Summer administers a flu
vaccination to Officer Marc Gottlick at the recent Fanwood Flu Inoculation
Program. Dr. Ronald Frank, supervising physician, looks on.


