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A List of How to Find Holiday Joy
In the Smallest, Unforeseen Things

For 28 years of my life, I�ve spent Christmas with two very
different families. My mother�s side � the Campiones and Piszars
� who are more proper and non-confrontational. Then, there�s my
father�s side � the LePoidevins � who are more laid back and attack
every topic head on without
flinching. In both families,
I�ve found moments of con-
tentment that  are  mag i c
markered in my memory.
Thank God.

There�s the Christmas when
we tape-recorded my grand-
father (mom�s side) while he
was talking to friends and
relatives about growing up
in Peterstown, the Italian
portion of Elizabeth. He
passed away the next June,
but his voice echoes beyond
the stereo speakers from time
to time.

The Campiones and Piszars, from what I can remember,  were
deeply seeped in tradition � from the elaborate feasts to Midnight
Mass at St. John�s in Clark to feasting again and opening bags of
gifts.

Then, traditions shifted to visiting the LePoidevin�s and watch-
ing my godchild unwrap giant boxes of toys while her blue eyes
became wider and wider with anticipation. Rolling around in the
bows, ribbon and wrap was always her favorite pastime. This
year, if she finishes all of her meals, Santa promises to bring her
a play kitchen with all of the fixings.

Contrary to what many believe, Christmas has zippo to do with
the loot under the tree. It�s all about the gift all of us received
thousands of years ago when Jesus Christ was born. He wasn�t
wrapped in $4 per roll wrapping paper or under a tree gilded with
gold ornaments. He wasn�t ushered into the world by regal
symphony or crowned with the finest jewels.

The wrapping was a small blanket with hay to keep Him warm,
under a borrowed manger with animals grazing nearby, the
humble sounds of a drummer boy and spices offered by kings.

A gift that costs us nothing to pass on. A message that shouldn�t
be e-mailed, but shouted from the rooftops. That is the birth of
Jesus Christ. That is Christmas.

Arts & Entertainment

Home Is Where the Stage Is
For Musicians Woodford, Radus

Westfield and Scotch Plains Stores
Report Successful Holiday Sale Season

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Spec ial ly  Writ ten for  The West f i e ld Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS � I remem-
ber when I was a little girl on the
night before Christmas, I would lie
awake with my eyes wide open
and my heart pounding, com-
pletely convincing myself that the

tree branch scraping the outside
of my window was really Santa
Claus and his reindeer landing on
our roof.

Those were perfect, carefree days
and how I miss them. My father
and grandfather would leave me
little notes from Santa, (carefully

disguising their penmanship, of
course), thanking me for the cook-
ies and carrots I left for him and his
traveling companions. I delighted
in the notes from Santa and felt
very special that he took the time
to acknowledge my treats.

But the most exciting thing about
Christmas as a child was, of course,
presents! What a joy it was to wake
up on Christmas morning and see
the brightly colored boxes under
our tree. Little did we know or
realize the amount of work that
went into the preparation of that
special day.

To moms and dads everywhere
� Thank you. As adults, we are
now the ones busily preparing for

Continued on Page 21

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

HEIRLOOMS...Antique purses are
bought and appreciated during this
holiday shopping season at Look
Twice in Scotch Plains.

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Spec ial ly  Writ ten for  The West f i e ld Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � For musicians
Maria Woodford and Alex Radus,
�home� is defined as any-
place an audience appre-
ciates their music. And,
folks, they have plenty of
places to call home.

�Where v e r  w e  a re
when an audience gets
it. That�s home,� said
Alex, adding that the au-
diences� embrace of the
duo while touring re -
cently has brought the
concept of home to light.

Maria and Alex, who
first met at the Augusta
Heritage Center in West
Virginia, have performed
successfully as separate
musicians. Now a com-
bined musical dynamic
force, the pair calls itself
Duendé.

�The name Duendé
deals with duality and al-
most fills the same kind
of role as a muse,� ex-
plained Alex.

Maria chimed in, �The
Duendé brings an entity
that is half female, half
male, half good and half evil, half
dark and half light.� She contin-
ued, �It�s an inner struggle of all
musicians, past and present and
future.�

If the meaning of the name

Duendé doesn�t quite catch your
fancy, Maria and Alex�s discovery
of the name is sure to intrigue.
While Maria was reading a book
about art by an artist, Alex was

reading a book about poetry by a
poet. The idea was sparked sepa-
rately, but the minds of the musi-
cians became one. Duendé was
born .

Maria and Alex told The Wes t f i e l d

Lead e r and The Times that they
have experienced tremendous
personal and professional growth,
most of which has sprouted from
their most recent touring efforts.

The  accompl i shments
they have attained were
c o m p a re d  b y  A l e x  t o
�watching your hair grow.�
He continued, �You don�t
realize on a day to day basis
a lot of the strides you
make.�

Maria added, �It�s about
taking it step by step and it�s
about the ability to consis-
tently hit the next level.�

That next level has been
reached with panache, ac-
cording to the daring duo.
During their tour, they built
a strong fan base, booked
gigs like nobody�s business
and obtained the recogni-
tion they richly deserve.

For six weeks, the pair
absorbed the vibe of the
Augusta Heritage Center,
eventually performing on
stage at the Heritage Festi-
val.

�What effected me the
most was the support of our
true peers,� said Maria. �In

our day to day lives, it�s rare to
come across people with the same
influences. Their dedication to take
traditional music and keep it alive
has helped us to develop.�

Music Corner
A Review of Local Concerts

David Palladino�s

Courtesy of Maria Woodford and Alex Radus
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Maestro David Wroe
Energizes Montclair State

By DAVID PALLADINO
Spec ia l l y  Wri t t en for
The West f i e ld Leader

and  The  T ime s
WESTFIELD

� Maes t ro
D a v i d  W r o e ,
Westfield resi-
dent and Music
D i r e c t o r  a n d
Conductor of the
Westfield Sym-
phony Orches-
tra (WSO), has
taken on a most
arduous task. He
has built a stu-
dent orchestra.

West f i e lders
have  cer ta in ly
seen how Wroe
has transformed
the WSO, but
also know that
his role extends
into surrounding
communities as
well. Wroe�s po-
sition as e d u c a -
t o r s e e s  h i m
w o r k i n g  w i t h
talented young
m u s i c i a n s  a t
Montclair State
U n i v e r s i t y
(MSU).

Charged with
the task of re-
building the yet
f l e d g l i n g
Montclair State
University Or-
chestra, Wroe began in earnest this
fall semester.  Starting from near
ground level, Wroe has elevated the
performance of orchestra in just a
few months to a very competent
level.  And the orchestral program
shows every sign of life, energy,
enthusiasm and potential � all of
which are the very hallmarks of
David Wroe.

In fact, they did quite well just this
past week for the musical Street
S c e n e offered by MSU�s Department
of Music.

When the Department of Music
decided to stage the difficult Street
S c e n e, a play written by Elmer Rice
with lyrics by Langston Hughes and
music from Kurt Weill, they came to
Maestro Wroe with the daunting task
of putting together the music.

Wroe told The Westf ie ld Leader
and The Times, �The music is actu-
ally quite difficult, there are not only
many exposed parts, but many dif-
ferent genres and styles present;
inc luding jazz ,  b lues  and even
Puccini-like operatic-like passages.�

Following the concert, Wroe fur-

ther expressed that he was �very pleased
with the perfor-
m a n c e , �  a n d
that �the stu-
dents attacked
the piece with
enthusiasm and
finesse.�

M a e s t r o
Wroe sets the
bar very high for
the music stu-
dents of MSU
a n d  r e q u i r e s
that each mem-
b e r  r e a c h  a s
h i g h  a s  t h e y
possibly can.

Mus i c  De -
partment Chair
R u t h
Rendleman re-
vealed, �It has
b e e n  s u c h  a
wonderful and
great opportu-
n i t y  t o  work
with David both
for the faculty
and for the stu-
d e n t s ,  b o t h
w h o m  l o v e
work ing  w i th
him and appre-
ciate his con-
tinual striving
for excellence.�

In fact, there
w e r e  i n d e e d
many challeng-

ing sections in the musical score of
Str e e t  Sc ene, both solo and full en-
semble which demanded their absolute
best efforts.

Orchestral musical highlights included
numerous solo violin sections by con-
certmaster Chris Nam.  Principal clari-
netist Alexander Knox came through
with a flawless performance and excel-
lent, confident tone on numerous ex-
posed sections as well.  Of particular
note was the performance of percus-
sionist Jason Carroll.

Through his strong showing on the
many difficult rhythmic genres and styles,
he acted to hold much of intricate tem-
pos together for the orchestra.

A host of excellent singers included
stellar performances by female vocalists
Jessica Strychnewicz as Rose Maurrant.
Her sheer vocal strength should carry
her far.  Caroline Parody as Greta
Fiorentino surpassed in not only voice,
but dramatic interpretation as well.
Marcia Costa as Mrs. Maurrant was re-
markable as well.

A most notable male vocal perfor-
mance offered by John Hammel who

Internet Holiday
Shopping � Is It

Worth It?
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Spec ia l ly  Writ t en for  The West f i e ld Leader and The
T ime s

Thi s  weekend ,  mi l l i ons  o f
people, all over the world, will
exchange presents in celebration
of Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa
and any other holiday one could
probably think of, but the ques-
tion is, will those giving and get-
ting gifts be satisfied with those
gifts?

In today�s high-tech culture, with
customers shopping on the We b
for everything from soaps and
shampoos to automobiles (check
out saturn.com if you don�t be-
lieve it), more and more people
are buying their holiday gifts over
the Internet.

Web shops boast that their cus-
tomers can shop 24 hours a day,
seven days a week from the com-
fort of their own homes, even in
their pajamas and bunny slippers.

Many advocates of Internet
shopping like the fact that doing
holiday shopping on the Internet

allows shoppers to avoid traffic
and crowds at the malls.

What some people may not be
aware of is that for all the conve-
nience that Web shops brag about,
that so-called convenience does
not come without a price.

According to an article published
on techweb.com, the online retail
market for the 1999 holiday sea-
son was estimated at anywhere
from $10 to $13 billion. Consum-
ers said they loved the conve-
nience but wanted their purchases
on time and in good condition.

Last year, many e-commerce sites
were overwhelmed by the num-
ber of orders taken via the We b
and some very good little boys
and girls were disappointed when
their Elmos and Furbies hadn�t
arrived by Christmas morning, leav-
ing Mommy and Daddy to scurry
to the nearest toy store trying to
find that elusive hot-seller.

In te rn e t  s h o p s ,  s u c h  a s
amazon.com, are yet again prom-
ising delivery by Christmas if or-
ders are placed by pre-set dates. It
remains to be seen, however, if
those businesses will be able to
deliver the goods, or if their prom-
ises will be as hollow as the typical
chocolate Easter bunny.

This is a critical time for e-busi-
nesses that faltered in their ability
to come through with the prom-
ised goods last season, for, as the
old adage goes, fool me once,
shame on you; fool me twice,
shame on me. A lot of consumers
will feel really foolish if they are
taken in once again by the hollow
promises of e-commerce.

Here�s hoping that e-businesses
have gotten their acts together
and will be able to deliver their
wares on time and to the satisfac-
tion of their customers.

After all, it�s not easy to disap-
point all those good little boys
and girls eagerly awaiting their
new toys for Christmas. During
this season it�s important to re-
member that behind every cranky
customer is an upset child.

Merry Christmas to all, and to all
a good buy! Continued on Page 21

Illustration by Michelle H. LePoidevin

Artistic Director of the Arbor Chamber
Music Society Lenore Davis and Music
Direc tor  and  Conductor  o f  the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra David
Wroe will appear together at First Night
Westfield on New Year�s Eve in a per-
formance of Bach�s Brandenberg Con-
certo no. 5. The performances will be
held at 7 and 8:15 p.m. at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield. For more
information, please call (908) 232-1116.


