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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Former Westfield Childhood Friends
Unveil Earthtrip.com On-line Service

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — What started out
as a business plan has turned into an
on-line travel services company for
two former Westfield residents.

Brian W. Fahey, Jr. of Bernardsville
and Michael J. Engelhart of Austin,
Tex., both certified travel agents who
have known each other since the
third grade at Tamaques Elementary
School, are the creators of
Earthtrip.com Corporation.

Mr. Engelhart was most recently a
senior software engineer with
TravelNow Networks Inc., while Mr.
Fahey was Director of Sales and Cli-
ent Services at EMRON.

Earthtrip.com provides travel-related
services using the Internet as a sales
medium. During its inaugural year,
Earthtrip’s focus will be on the
unmanaged and leisure travel business.

“We intend to spend much less
money incrementally to build our
member base (than their chief com-
petition, which spends around $100
million a year), but we want our
member base to be loyal,” he said.

Mr. Fahey handles the operations
and development side of the venture
(including recruiting investors and
partners), while Mr. Engelhart pro-
vides the technical expertise. David
Jordt, an experienced travel agent
manager, serves as Director of Op-
erations with the Austin, Tex.-based
company.

Earthtrip is tapped into the $424
billion travel and tourism market.
The on-line air travel industry itself
has grown from a $300 million to a
$12 billion marketplace. There are
around 100 Internet airline travel
service companies, but only about
10 full-service Internet booking
search engines for the entire travel
and tourism industry.

Earthtrip provides its customers
access to fare and rate information
for more than 455 airlines, 200 hotel
properties, 44 rental car companies,
27 guided tour operators and 49 spe-
cial travel service suppliers through
the World Span data base in Atlanta.

“We don’t charge you anything to
use our site,” said Mr. Fahey. “We
sell you the ticket at exactly what
World Span sells us the ticket for and
we get paid a commission by the
carrier.”

While the profit margins for such
a business will be thin, Mr. Fahey
reasoned that the company’s low
overhead (just one store front and the
two owners’ home-based offices)
gives the company a good deal of
flexibility.

In addition to the principals’ con-
tributed capital, Mr. Fahey and Mr.

Engelhart plan to solicit a half mil-
lion dollars for startup and operating
capital. In their business plan, they
anticipate annual gross sales of
$85,000 and net revenues of $4.3
million. Revenues will be generated
from commissions paid by airlines,
hotels, tour companies, etc.

Mr. Fahey said the company will
spend around $80,000 in its first year
to market the service.

As part of its effort to attract regu-
lar clients, Earthtrip will donate 5
percent of its revenues to support
environmental organizations such as
the Sierra Club, World Wildlife Fed-
eration and The Nature Conservancy.
The donations are going to the
Earthtrip Foundation, which funnels
the money to the charities.

The concept for Earthtrip devel-
oped from a business proposal that
the two young men – both alumni of
Edison Intermediate School and
Westfield High School — presented
to the Maritz Travel Company on
how to automate the corporate travel
business for a major client of theirs.

Although Maritz opted not to pro-
ceed with the proposal, Mr. Engelhart
and Mr. Fahey decided to see how
they could use the Action plan, as
they named it, for their own benefit.

Mr. Fahey said Earthtrip wants to
concentrate on the “unmanaged,” or
non-corporate, part of the travel busi-
ness, which he said represents 70
percent of the industry.

Customers utilize Earthtrip by
going to the company’s Website,
www.earthtrip.com, and following
the instructions which include “help”

Web pages. The site is available in
English, German, French and Span-
ish.

The site does not contain any paid
advertisements in order to make the
service efficient and fun to use, Mr.
Fahey explained.

Earthtrip users can choose from
pastel-colored boxes for lodging,
flights and car rentals. Within sec-
onds they receive a list of rates (from
the lowest available to specific air-
lines and/or hotels and car rentals, as
specified by the user.) They can then
request a booking through Earthtrip.
Customers will receive an e-mail
within 10 minutes with their confir-
mation number. Their tickets will be
available at the airport gate.

“We suspect we will book more
flights than we will hotel rooms and
rental cars,” Mr. Fahey explained.

While saying the airline rates quoted
through Earthtrip are not the lowest
on the Internet (such as consolidators
priceline.com or hotwire, which buy
blocks of remaining seats on flights at
deep discounts), “They are not full
travel agents. You don’t have any-
where near the flexibility that you
have with Earthtrip,” stated Mr. Fahey.

“It’s the convenience factor and
control factor” that will make up the
Earthtrip customer base, he added.

Earthtrip’s partners are consider-
ing licensing their Internet booking
travel services search engine,
whereby it could be made available
to travel consultants for a small fee.

The new company plans to hold an
event to publicize the launch of its
new site in the near future.

WESTFIELD $799,000
Impeccable Colonial on quiet cul de sac. Custom Eat-in Kitchen,
Breakfast room, Family room, 3 Baths and more.
WSF9175

WESTFIELD $3,000,000
Classic design and an outstanding address enhanced by serenne
setting of over an acre & half of beautiful grounds.
WSF9070

FANWOOD $225,000
Brick front Ranch with Eat-in Kitchen, 3 Bedrooms, screened porch.
Lot size 95x122, 2 car attached garage. Call for info.
WSF9057

WESTFIELD $319,000
4 Bedroom Colonial Cape on quiet street. 4 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths,
Family Room off Kitchen and finished basement.
WSF9126

WESTFIELD $339,900
Bright & airy Split Level. 3 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths, beautiful new
Kitchen, hardwood floors throughout. Great neighborhood.
WSF9164

WESTFIELD $625,000
3 Bedroom Ranch in wonderful neighborhood. Large rooms,
hardwood floors and new carpet. Very well maintained.
WSF9167

NEW JEWELER IN TOWN...G. Badis Jewelers, located at 55 Elm Street in
Westfield, celebrated its grand opening with, pictured left to right, Douglas
Schwarz, Downtown Westfield Corporation Chairman; Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim; owner George Badis, and Darryl Walker, Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce Chairman.

Westfield ...Wychwood beauty... Welcome to this beautifuf updated four bedroom home on a quiet
cul-de-sac. Living room with fireplace, formal dining room, custom kitchen with large new breakfast
room addition which opens to family room. Master bedroom
suite, finished rec room, temperature controlled wine cellar,
new de’cor and much more...$799,000 wsf 9175

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext #169

www.westfieldnjhomes.com
Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for The Perfect Home!
hye-young@worldnet.att.net

Hye-Young Choi Sales Associate

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office
1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 & 1999

CLEANING
Two Portuguese ladies will clean your
house, apartment or office. Excellent
references. Very responsible.

(973) 589-5011

AUTO FOR SALE
’88 Lincoln Towncar sedan. 4Dr.,
170,000+ Beige, Fully Loaded. Ex-
cellent running condition. $1,900.

(908) 665-2529

INSTRUCTION
PIANO LESSONS

AGES 8 AND OLDER
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED
HAIR SALON

seeks Receptionist, Assistant, Mani-
curists, Hair Stylist w/license. Busy
shop, salary, vacation, comm., edu-
cation. Health care avail.

(908) 654-4849

SALES FROM YOUR HOME
AVON

Be your own boss, start your own
business! Sales from home.

Call Debbie (908) 322-7008

HELP WANTED
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad  seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4
hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimburse-
ment available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

� CLASSIFIEDS�

FOR SALE
Twinner-II baby jogger racing
stroller. 20-inch wheels. Combined
child weight 100 pounds. $250.

(908) 654-8650

ESTATE SALE
Saturday, Dec. 23, 9 am to 4 pm,
408 Summit Ave., Westfield.
Washer, dryer, tables, chairs, pic-
tures, brass bed, hi-fi, storage
cabinets, sofa bed, TVs, lamps,
light fixture, refrigerator, misc., etc.

AUTO FOR SALE
’91 Mazda 626 LX. 4 cyl., sunroof, all
pwr. 138k miles. Runs exc. $2,900.

(908) 889-0217HELP WANTED
Freelance Writer

P/T, freelance writer wanted to
cover Mountainside Borough
Council meetings. Meetings oc-
cur on the second and third Tues-
day of the month. A burning inter-
est in government and politics is a
plus. Freelancers are also sought
for other evening meetings, news
and general assignments.

E-mail paul@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

PAYROLL CLERK
Part Time

National Marketing Services, a
large national merchandising co.
in Edison, seeks a bright, com-
puter literate individual with pay-
roll experience. Flexible week-
day hours. Hourly rate com-
mensurate with experience.
Fax your resume to: 908-757-
9744 or call 1-888-407-4488
(dial 8900 then 2 for ad re-
sponse. Ad Code# 4560) or e-
mail: jobs@natlmktg.com. Visit
our site @ www.natlmktg.com.
EOE M/F/D/V


