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FRANCAVILLAS, LOOMIS, COUSAR COME UP BIG

Physical SPF Raiders Squish
Kardinal Wrestlers, 54-27
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Red feathers were squished all over
the mats after the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestlers
drudged the Kearny Kardinals, 54-
27, in Scotch Plains on December
15. Despite considering his team very
young and having some holes in the
lineup, Head Coach Dave Bello’s
Raiders came out with a fury and
looked quite impressive.

“They looked pretty good, didn’t
they,” suggested Bello. “I could not
be happier. I am just thrilled to death
at these kids.

A large part of the Raiders’ im-
pressiveness came in their physical
strength.

“A lot of weight room this year! A
lot of weight room!,” expressed Bello
of his entire team. “Past Scotch Plains
teams have been out-muscled. That
was an area that we knew we had to
address and we have been hitting it
seriously this year.”

The first good look at the young
Raiders left a huge impression when
freshman Derek Francavilla (103)
crumbled Chris Durning, using a
single corkscrew in :58.

“I will put him up against any 103

pounder in the area,” expressed Bello
After the Kardinals won by fall at

112 and via forfeit at 119, junior
Matt DeNichilo (125) spotted Dave
Mathewson a takedown then scored
two reversals and a nearfall before
popping him with a corkscrew in
4:34. That win began a five-pin Raider
roll which would give them a 36-12
lead after the 145 lb. bout.

“DeNichilo is an intelligent, heady
wrestler,” said Bello. “He doesn’t
make many mistakes. He’s going to
surprise a lot of people this year.”

Senior Charles Lee won his 130 lb.
bout in 2:33 by flopping Kevin
Gehrmann with a pick-and-twist
maneuver. Senior Scott Garrity fol-
lowed at 135 by lullabying Dave
Nunez with a cradle in 4:21. Junior
Lucas Francavilla (140) really
squashed Dwayne Nunez in 1:57,
using a tight waist and an arm bar.
Senior Pete Civins (145) pancaked
Kevin Greene in :45.

“He’s solid,” said Bello of Lucas
Francavilla. “We expect a lot from
him this year. I know he is not going
to let us down.”

Although dropping a 16-13 deci-
sion to Chad Pereira at 160, Raider
freshman Mike Walker showed plenty
of promise and athletic ability.

“Those are the kind of matches we
want our younger guys to wrestle,”
said Bello of Walker. “He didn’t care
who he was wrestling. He went out to
wrestle a solid match. He wrestled a

REYES, TOMASSO, VILLANE,  BARBIERE RECORD PINS

Blue Devil Matmen Ransack
East Side Red Raiders, 60-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One more step toward gaining re-
spect was made by the young West-
field High School wrestlers when
they ransacked the Newark East Side
Red Raiders, 60-13, on December 15
in Westfield. Although being the re-
cipients of five forfeits – 30 team
points – the Blue Devils added four
pins and two decisions.

“We had some good individual
performances. Some of our younger
wrestlers came through,” said Blue

Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
The quickest pin of the afternoon

was recorded by freshman Lee
Tomasso (135), who took Saddam
Jan to the mats and put him to sleep
in 14 seconds with a cradle.

Sophomore Joe DeCampo was
shocked initially in his 112 lb. bout
with Phillip Santos but came back to
win a 9-7 decision. Santos took a 5-
0 lead in the first period when he took
DeCampo to the mats and pried him
to his back. DeCampo scored a
takedown, a reversal and a three-

point headlock nearfall to tie the
score 7-7 at the end of the second
then added a reversal for the win.

“That wasn’t Joe DeCampo, who
wrestled the first two minutes,”
pointed out Kurz. “But he didn’t
panic and came back. He’s going to
have a good year. He’s really going
to surprise some people.”

Senior Jim Villane (140) roughed
up Pedro Marques before locking
him in a near cradle in 3:16. But the
145 lb. bout was a thriller between
sophomore Blue Devil Dan
MacDonald and Brian Peira. Miss-
ing a great takedown opportunity in
the first period, MacDonald scored
two takedowns in the second period
while yielding three escapes and a
takedown to trail 5-4 entering the
third. MacDonald escaped for the
tie, then added a penalty point for
the, 6-5, victory.

“He missed about three takedowns.
He has got to learn to take his points
while they are there,” stressed Kurz.
“He looked a little tired but he should
be in good shape. However, he fought
out a win.”

Junior Chris Gismondi dropped a
tough, 8-5, decision at 160 to Jose
Cano, then Justin Reyes (189) flat-
tened, using a pancake to a nearfall,
then burned Joseph Oliveira in 1:17
with a fireman’s takedown to a fall.

Showing some fire of his own,
junior Mike Barbiere (215) blazed
into Pedro Silva with a single-leg
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ERIC TURNER NAILS 19 POINTS, COOK PUTS IN 15

Cranford Cougar Cagers Claw
Blue Devil Boys in Opener, 76-69

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning the season opener would
have been great, but it was not to be
for the Westfield High School boys
basketball team as they were ousted
by Cranford, 76-69, on December 15
in the only “night-cap” scheduled at
home this season. Leading the Cou-
gars’ charge were junior center Haneif
Davis (21 points, 11 rebounds, six
blocks) and senior Mike Snyder (16
points, eight rebounds, eight assists).

The Blue Devils took control early
as they surged to a 22-19 first quarter
lead. Sophomore Eric Turner fired in
eight of those points while junior
Dan Deserio added five. Physical
play was also evident as Westfield
amassed five team fouls in the first
quarter and Cranford accumulated
two.

The Blue Devils received help from
their bench as junior forward Adam
Turner burst off the bench and quickly
popped a 28-footer. Also junior
Donnell Clark provided a crowd-
pumping crossover of Cranford’s
Snyder, then dished it off to Eric
Turner for three.

The Cougar offense, however, dic-
tated the tempo for the remainder of
the game. Senior Keith Stanley sup-
plied five points in the second quar-
ter, driving his team to a 38-35 half-
time lead. One plus for Westfield in
the half was Deserio’s four blocks
and five rebounds – he finished with
six blocks and eight rebounds.

Both teams took a defensive pos-
ture in the third quarter as the two

teams combined for just 26 points.
Working on an eight-point run, the
Devils temporarily regained the lead.
However, Cranford battled back and
snatched the lead for good. Snyder
rocked the Devils in this quarter scor-
ing six of his team’s 13.

Both teams came alive in the final
quarter. Blue Devil Jay Cook ex-
ploded for nine points. However,
Cougar Davis kept the lead solid by
scoring 12, which excited an 11-
point run, stretching their lead to as

much as 14 points. Blue Devil flashes
of brilliance came late in the quarter
from the Turner free-throw combi-
nation of Eric (4 of 4) and Adam (3 of
4). Free throw shooting proved to be
key in the game, as Cranford hit 89
percent from the line and Westfield
shot just 70 percent.

Cougar junior Jon Brown dropped
a three-pointer in each quarter to add
to his total of 16 points for the game.
He also pulled down nine rebounds.
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LAUREN CARAVELLO… Junior -
Gymnastics. Lauren, a two-time state champion
on the uneven bars, was the Union County all-
around champion. This year, she also claimed
her third-straight North Jersey, Section 2 title.
Also this season, she was named the North
Jersey Gymnast of the Year and was selected to
the First Team All-State list. Academically,
Lauren is an Honor Roll student at WHS.

Westfield High School

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gripping to a one goal lead with
four minutes to play the Westfield
High School boys hockey team let
Keith Keiper slip through the de-
fense. After weaving his was through
two men, the senior captain found
himself skating alone. His shot ca-
reened off the top post and the re-
bound was smothered by a diving
James Donovan.

Even though Warinaco rink was
shaking for the last four minutes, the
Blue Devils went on to preserve the
2-1 win over Morris Knolls on De-
cember 12 with solid defense. The
win pushed the Devils into the sec-

ond round of the seating chart for the
George T. Cron High School Hockey
Tournament.

Defense was the key for the Dev-
ils, so naturally it was a defender
who stepped it up. Senior assistant
captain and key defender, Chris
Schwarz, twice kissed the back of
the net with his shot.

Morris Knolls took the lead in the
second period on a goal by junior
forward Shane Brower but the Devils
were not going to just sit around and
be discouraged. With a two man ad-
vantage sophomore Anthony Yudd
passed back to senior Dave Strassberg
who slid the puck across the blue line
to Schwarz. With no one between

PLAYER OF THE DAY…Westfield goalie James Donovan, No. 30, goes down
to make one of his 41 saves against West Morris. Donovan was named Player of
the Day by The Star Ledger for his outstanding performance.

Schwarz, Devils Overpower
Morris Knolls Icemen 2-1
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
DECAMPO MAKING HIS BIG COMEBACK…Blue Devil 112 pounder Joe DeCampo puts his Newark East Side Red
Raider opponent on his back in the third period and completes his big comeback after trailing 5-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
LOOKS LIKE DOUBLE TROUBLE…Raider Matt DiNichilo, top, has his
Kearny Kardinal opponent in a double trouble arm bar.


