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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
JOCKEYING FOR A POSITION...Cars pile up and vie for parking spaces in front of Franklin
Elementary School. Westfield Board of Education members were forced to address a reported
problem with traffic around the school when parents and residents voiced their concerns
during a recent meeting.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PIPIN’ CHRISTMAS CAROLS….A smiling crowd of Westfielders in the
downtown was entertained and put in the Christmas spirit by The Watson
Highlanders last Saturday. The hearty musicians above, pictured left to right,
are Frank Watson, Mike D’Antico, William Rossi, Dave Ross and Richard
Laracy.

CHRISTMAS HARMONY….Members of The Hickory Tree Chorus from New Providence brought Christmas cheer
with carols in four part a cappella harmony to downtown Westfield last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, entertaining the
staff of The Westfield Leader, are: Carolyn Schmidt of Gillette, Willadene Karns of Stanhope, Susan Schuman of Fanwood
and Michelle Metallo of Hillsborough.

Presidential Election Debacle in Florida
Spurs Discontent from Local Officials

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

November 7 was supposed to be
the be-all and end-all of the Presi-
dential race. Vice President Al Gore
and Texas Governor George W.
Bush’s campaigns lay dormant for
the first time in several months as
they waited intensely for the exit
polls to come pouring in. All of Tom
Brokaw’s and Jim Lehrer’s predic-
tions didn’t matter anymore. It was
over.

Until, of course, it didn’t end. It
went on, and on, and is still going on.
Author Stephen King couldn’t have
created a more dramatic and intense
story, with more twists and turns
than Mountain Avenue.

The issues associated with this on-
going election process have stretched
to every corner of the United States.
Politicians and community members
in local towns have been impacted as
well. Each aspect of this election has
been scrutinized thoroughly on a
national and local scale.

One major question regarding this

election is the validity of the Elec-
toral College. Union County Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan,
a Democrat, said, “I think it’s time
we take a hard look at the Electoral
College. However, I doubt there will
ever be a change to eliminate the
system.”

On the same issue, Westfield Town
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, a Re-
publican, responded, “Calls to abol-
ish the Electoral College by political
opportunists who have made such
statements are not thought through.
There is tremendous value in the
election process as it is.”

Another major issue regarding this
year’s election is the recount pro-
cess.

“I don’t think that an honest re-
count of a recount of a recount could
come out showing Gore with more
votes. I don’t think an objective re-

count is even possible at this point,”
Councilman Sullivan stated.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, a Democrat, responded, “My
view is that Florida law sets out the
procedures for contesting an elec-
tion, and part of those procedures is
the opportunity for a recount.”

Mayor Jardim continued, “I don’t
understand why that recount hasn’t
happened.”

This election has been a serious
issue to many, although some seem
to see the slight humor in all of it.
When asked for his general reaction
to the situation in Florida, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, a
Republican, said, “I’m glad my re-
cent election didn’t invoke any hang-
ing chads!”

The partisanship of national offi-
cials was mirrored among local po-
litical leaders as well in regards to

certain issues. One issue it clearly
wasn’t involved in, however, was the
embarrassment factor this year’s elec-
tions have caused.

Said Mayor Marks, “The only posi-
tive that could come out of this (elec-
tion) is if it will lead to standardized
and sophisticated ways in which we
conduct elections in this country.”

Geri M. Samuel, Democratic
Councilwoman for Scotch Plains,
commented, “It’s obvious some
people had trouble voting and if it
was their intention, it should be
counted. Right now, however, nei-
ther Presidential candidate is look-
ing very Presidential.”

Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood,
a Republican, stated on the issue,
“The whole country should use Union
County’s method of voting. The touch
screen computerized process is an
excellent system.”

In discussing how other nations
would have reacted to this situation,
Mrs. Samuel said, “Other countries
could be murdering in the streets

Faculty, Board of Education Look
To Remedy Franklin Parking Issue

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At last Tuesday’s Westfield Board
of Education meeting, a group of
over 20 faculty and staff members
from Franklin Elementary School
turned out to address a growing park-
ing crisis at the school.

Along with the Franklin faculty in

attendance was Westfield Education
Association (WEA) President
Michael Seiler. Mr. Seiler told The
Westfield Leader that it is “time for
change” in terms of the parking situ-
ation at Franklin.

“People deserve a place to park
when they go to work,” he said.

“This problem has to be resolved,”
Mr. Seiler said.

Since that meeting, Business Ad-
ministrator and Board Secretary
Robert A. Berman has been in con-
tact with the police department and
the Town Administrator’s office seek-
ing ways to remedy the problem.

Mr. Berman noted that parking is

currently allowed on one side of
Newton Place, and that the board is
reviewing a plan from 1998 which
would seek to construct a small park-
ing area on school property off of
Newton Place. This parking area, he
said, would allow for 24 parking
head-in, off-street spaces.

This is an issue that will take time
to review and come to a decision, Mr.
Berman said. Still, he noted, “it could
be an item to be considered for the
2001 school budget.”

He has been in conversation with
Town Administrator Thomas Shan-
non and has further appointments set
up with the town and the police de-

partment.
“This is a very diffi-

cult situation,” Mr. Sh-
annon said. “The town
has attempted to con-
trol the leaf problem,
but more improvement
can be used.”

Mr. Shannon noted
that he has also called
on the police depart-
ment to meet with Mr.
Berman to discuss the
issue further and begin
to work out a solution.

Mr. Berman has said
he would like to soon be
able to bring the
Franklin faculty news
about the situation.

WEA building repre-
sentative Kathy
Stamberger told The
Westfield Leader that,
Franklin, Westfield’s
largest elementary
school, has seen staff
numbers rise by 25
people over the last 10
years, which, means an
additional 25 cars. This,

Mrs. Stamberger noted, does not in-
clude visitors or lunch aides who are
only at the school for a short time.

Over the past two years, there
have been reports of seven cars
damaged around the school while
parked in the street. A number of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Westfield Voters Soundly
Approve $21 Mil. Bond

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, Westfield voters ap-
proved an over-$21 million bond
proposal by a 3-to-1 margin.

Including absentee ballots, the
vote tally was 2,564 in favor of the
bond and 742 against the bond’s
passage.

When the last bond referendum
passed in December 1998, 19 per-
cent of registered voters turned out.
For the current bond proposal, 29
percent of voters went to the polls.

Board of Education President
Darielle Walsh said she is “thrilled
that the community supported the
plan by such a wide margin.”

Dr. William J. Foley, Superinten-
dent of Schools, said that the wide
margin of passage “shows that people
really supported what the Citizens’
Advisory Committee and Board of
Education developed.”

“This is now the completion of a
plan that realized there was increas-
ing enrollment and knew something
needed to be done about that fact.”
Mrs. Walsh noted that the bond
doesn’t only address enrollment but
also addresses the curricular pro-
grams at the high school.

Mrs. Walsh said that the bond pro-
posal was “not just a proposal com-
ing from the district, but from the
community and was supported by
the community.”

She is pleased with the way the
community, as the Citizens’ Advi-
sory Committee responded to the
needs of the schools.

“The administration and the board
worked on preparing a proposal — a
well thought-out, comprehensive
plan.”

The proposal contains three major
components, according to Dr. Foley,
These components are, a 55,000
square foot addition to the science
wing at the high school, general reno-
vations to the high school and the
construction of a Girls’ Athletic Com-
plex adjacent to Kehler Stadium.

Dr. Robert G. Petix, Westfield High
School Principal, said that he is “very,
very pleased” by the bond’s passage.

“I think it’s an indication of two
things: one, the community’s sup-
port of our schools and the education
that students receive at the high
school; two, the community’s ongo-
ing commitment to education in gen-
eral.”

Dr. Petix noted that he is “looking
forward to the renovation of the plant
and also a renewal of the curricular
program which will come as a result
of the new plant.”

Social Studies teacher and Assis-
tant Girls’ Track Coach Tom Hornish
said that the bond passage is “cer-
tainly something that is exciting and
long overdue for the entire school
district. This is a positive step.”

The next step, according to Dr.
Foley is “the difficult process of re-
fining plans for bid specifications.”

Then, Mrs. Walsh said, the board
looks forward to beginning the bid
process and beginning what Dr. Foley
termed a 2-1/2 year construction pro-
cess, by summer 2001.

Dr. Foley said that he would like
the district to be able to break ground

for the addition at the high school by
October 2001.

Of the $21 million dollar plan, the
district will receive $6.5 million in
state aid, which leaves almost $15
million which will be borrowed in a
20-year bond. At a 6 percent interest

rate, taxpayers will see a 7 cent tax
increase on every $100 of assessed
property value. This equates to an
increase of approximately $126 an-
nually of the property taxes on the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $178,000.

Town Administrator
Proposes New Entity
To Manage Parking

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

With a parking deck on the hori-
zon, the Westfield Town Council was
presented with a proposal Tuesday
night to create a parking manage-
ment entity at an annual cost of
$185,000.

The department, which would have
a staff of three, would manage the
parking facility, implement a num-
ber of parking management changes
as recommended by the council,
manage a new jitney service the town
plans to implement and handle per-
mit administration while assuming
control of parking enforcement and
the management of meters and pay
stations.

The parking management office
would eventually be located on the
lower level of the parking deck, Town
Administrator Thomas Shannon said.
In the meantime, he suggested locat-
ing the office in the Public Works
Department complex on North Av-
enue.

Mr. Shannon said the town needs
to change from its current parking
management approach, which he
described as a “piecemeal, frag-
mented and reactive approach.”

“I see this (the parking manager)
as being a legitimate department head
with a high level of specific exper-
tise,” he explained.

Mr. Shannon reasoned that the
department would be headed by a
parking manager and staffed with an
assistant office manager and part-
time clerical position. Salaries are
estimated at $130,000, with fringe
benefits of $40,000 and office ex-
penses of $15,000.

The Town Administrator ascer-
tained that the town will have 3,000
parking spaces once the 600- to 800-
space deck comes on line in Novem-
ber 2002. The number of parking
permits will increase from 1,200 to
1,600. The town is reviewing pro-
posals for from firms responding to a
public notice to work on the design
phase of facility.

“We are about to embark on a
multi-year design, construction and
startup project of unprecedented scale
to the town, which will result in an
annual $1.5 to $2 million operation,”
Mr. Shannon stated in a written re-
port to the council.

Second Ward Councilman James
J. Gruba, who serves as Finance Com-

mittee Chairman, said he anticipates
the council will need to put a number
for the new entity into the 2001 mu-
nicipal budget. He said the next coun-
cil, which he will not be part of, will
likely decide whether the entity will
be a utility or municipal department.

Third Ward Councilman Neil F.
Sullivan said he would like the town
to consider hiring an outside firm to
run the parking operation, as op-
posed to hiring permanent staff. Mr.
Shannon said he wanted to have con-
trol over the operation and thus fa-
vors having it function as a branch of
town government.

Lawrence A. Goldman, who rep-
resents the Fourth Ward on the coun-
cil, said he believes the town should
“set parameters” for parking man-
agement. Otherwise, town employ-
ees will be mainly fielding com-
plaints from residents.

First Ward Councilman Gregory
S. McDermott, who will take over as
Mayor on Tuesday, January 2, re-
ported to the council that during the
interview process for Downtown
Westfield Corporation executive di-
rector, the Board of Directors and
job applicants discussed combining
the post with that of town parking
manager. Mr. McDermott partici-
pated in the interview process as a
member of the DWC Board of Direc-
tors.

In other business, the council held
a short public session Tuesday night
to adopt an ordinance in order to
exchange a parcel of town-owned
land for a piece of property privately
owned by developer Ralph Rapuano.
Both are underdeveloped parcels lo-
cated along East Grove Street. Mr.
Rapuano’s lot fronts along Colum-
bus Avenue.

Mayor Thomas C. Jardim said the
land exchange is per an application
by Mr. Rapuano for development
made to the Planning Board. He said
the exchange will make the neigh-
borhood “more uniform and consis-
tent with our municipal land use
law.”

On another matter, it was an-
nounced that the Municipal Court
will be switching from Tuesday to
Wednesday sessions next year. Mr.
Shannon said three evening sessions
will be held per month, along with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
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Essay Contest to Commemorate
Martin Luther King, Jr. in District

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King. Jr., Association of
Westfield is once again sponsoring
an essay contest open to all students
in the town. The deadline for entries
to the Martin Luther King, Jr., Essay
Contest is January 3, 2001.

Essay contestants are being asked
to answer questions based on the
following quotation by Dr. King:
“All life is interrelated. All men are
caught in an inescapable network of
mutuality, tied in a simple garment
of destiny.”

Specific questions which the stu-
dents are required to answer include:

1) Explain how the people (staff
and students) at your school are in-
ter-related and what is the garment
that makes them related?

2) Have you been influenced by
anyone whose background is not the
same as yours? What effect did this
person have on you?

3) If Dr. King was alive today,
what causes do you think he would
be espousing? Why would he pick
them and how would he go about
promoting them?

All high school essays should be at
least 1,500 words long and must be
typed. Lower school essays should
be from 300-500 words long and
must be either typed or written leg-
ibly.

Prizes for the best essays in each
category will be awarded at the an-
nual Martin Luther King Jr. service
to be held at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield at 1
p.m. on January 15, 2001.

First prize in the high school cat-
egory is a computer and color printer.
Savings bonds and books will be
awarded to other finalists in the high
school categories and winners and
finalists in the intermediate and el-
ementary schools.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5

• An automotive business reported
that an individual who had repairs done
at the establishment used the number of
a stolen credit card, which was given
over the telephone. No one had been
charged in connection with the incident
at press time.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
• A Forest Avenue resident reported

that a pocketbook containing personal
papers and cash was stolen from her at a
North Avenue pharmacy.

• A resident of Scotch Plains Avenue
reported to police that someone used his
identity, with a Newark address, in an
attempt to obtain credit cards.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8
• A window was broken on a motor

vehicle belonging to a Roselle Park resi-
dent which was parked at a Windsor
Avenue business.

• Genevieve Deguzman, 18, of Scotch
Plains was arrested and charged with
shoplifting numerous articles of cloth-
ing at a North Avenue store. She was
released on her own recognizance with a
summons.

• A Park Street resident reported an
unknown individual or suspects rang his
front door bell several times, then broke
a rear window at the residence.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
• A garage door opener was reported

stolen from the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad headquarters on Watterson
Street.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
• An East Broad Street resident re-

ported that someone damaged his motor
vehicle by throwing rocks at it while it
was parked in his driveway.

• The owners of a Summit Avenue
residence reported the theft of clothes
and jewelry during a burglary there.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
• A resident of Otisco Drive reported

the theft of a duffel bag containing a
camcorder, VHF radio and VHS tapes
from his home.

SP-F  Voters Pass $35.7 Mil.
School Bond Referendum

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- By a man-
date of better than two to one, voters
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood en-
dorsed a $35,729,112 school bond
referendum at the polls December
12.

The unofficial results — 3,399
votes in favor of the bond, 1,466
votes against — were tallied at Board

of Education offices following the
polls’ close at 9 p.m.

Factoring in state reimbursement
of $11,611,448 under the Educa-
tional Facilities Construction & Fi-
nancing Act, the 20-year bond ap-
proved by voters will be
$24,117,664.

The average home in Scotch Plains
will pay an additional $172 per year
in taxes, while Fanwood

homeowners will see taxes go up an
average of $145 per year.

It was reported by Sally Roland in
the Superintendent of Schools of-
fice that approximately 1,500 more
voters turned out for this special
election than voted in last April’s
school board/budget election. The
4,869 total votes (unofficial count)
cast Tuesday represent an 26 per-
cent of the municipalities’ 18,700
registered voters.

The first results came in from
Scotch Plains’ District 10 at 9:05
p.m. (105 for, 50 against). A solid
victory there sparked the enthusi-
asm of the crowd gathered to hear
election returns.

The Coles School Poll (Scotch
Plains Districts 19 and 20) reflected
the greatest spread between “yes”
and “no” votes, 324-84. As the most
heavily populated school in the dis-
trict, Coles will get four new class-
rooms and a new multi-purpose room
under the referendum.

As the last results came in at 9:28
p.m. from the Terrill Road Bible
Chapel in Fanwood (Districts 4 and
5), a cheer filled the boardroom.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye saluted those who
helped get the referendum passed.

“Let’s begin by toasting all the
citizens of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, who said tonight that they
value the young people of this com-
munity,” declared the superinten-
dent, who went on to praise the
board for “its courage and foresight
to plan for today’s children and for
the future.”

Dr. Choye also recognized the
efforts of the district’s Business Ad-
ministrator Anthony DelSordi; the
citizens’ Coalition to Support the
Bond; the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA); the President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association, Ed Leonard; the prin-
cipals and assistant principals of the
district’s eight schools; and Kathleen
Meyer, Public Information Coordi-
nator.

She also thanked the Mayors of
both Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
Louis C. Jung and Martin L. Marks,
for the municipal support demon-
strated for the bond referendum in
recent months.

In closing, Dr. Choye said, “I have
a feeling our work is just begin-
ning.”

Over the past five weeks, the com-
bined efforts of the district, PTA and
citizens’ coalition resulted in a bond
information blitz across both towns.

Newsletters, fliers, question and
answer sheets, community coffees,
lawn signs, fact sheets, door hangers,
and letters to local newspaper editors
put information into the hands of the
public, which responded favorably
as bond proponents hoped it would.

Board Member Linda Nelson, a
member of the Community Rela-
tions Committee, said Tuesday
night, “All of us owe the Coalition
and the PTA who worked tirelessly.
It wouldn’t have happened without
their efforts to get information to
the public so they could make an
informed decision.”

Board President Theresa Larkin
said, “I want to thank the whole com-
munity — board members, adminis-
tration, parents and the public. Every-
body pulled together and the results
showed. I’m really looking forward
to the next few years as we give the
community back the results of the
trust they gave us. This just proves
Scotch Plains-Fanwood is a great place
to raise our children.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Franklin
School Parking

windshields have been reportedly
broken by balls or other objects
coming from the school’s play-
ground area which is used by the
eighth grade athletic program.

Currently, the teachers have
noted, that residents around the
school are piling leaves in the
street, which does not allow for
parking in those areas.

Additionally, some residents
have taken to putting traffic cones
in front of their houses to prevent
parking.

Mrs. Stamberger said that the
faculty at Franklin School want
the town and the board to realize
that “parking really is a problem
… something has to be done.”

All parties involved in this is-
sue are hopeful that it can be
worked out in the near future.

“Hopefully (the board) will
think of us,” Mrs. Stamberger
said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

389 Park Avenue � Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

Holiday

Buys!
FRESH
Turkeys
Ducks
Geese
Prime Filet
Mignon
Holiday Ham

Holiday Ham • Spiral Turkey
•Standing Prime Rib

• Roast 1st Cut

ORDER TODAY!
322 -7126

GOING, GOING, GONE...Tuesday’s high winds took their toll on this tree on
Kimball Avenue, causing it to split in half. Kimball Avenue was sectioned off
between Mountain and Lawrence Avenues. Fortunately, no power lines or
homes were affected by the destruction of the tree.

Save 35-50%
Plus an Additional 25%

on 2000 Stock and Floor Samples.*
Last Chance for 2000 Prices!◆

*Limited quantities available.                                                       ◆Limited time only.

Valley Furniture Shop

The New Year Is Coming!

We need to make room for the latest fabrics and styles.

     B A N C R O F T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $240 $119
FULL ea. pc. $360 $189

   S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

 TWIN ea. pc. $420 $229
  FULL ea. pc. $550 $299
  QUEEN set $1240 $669
  KING set $1860 $999

    S A N I S U P P O R T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $780 $419
FULL ea. pc. $950 $519
QUEEN set $2130 $1149
KING set $3030 $1649

    J U B I L E E  2 0 0 0
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $550 $299
FULL ea. pc. $690 $369
QUEEN set $1550 $849
KING set $2330 $1259

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 (973) 427-1848

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 - 5:30, Tuesday. & Thursday. ’til 9pm,  Sunday 1-5

one day session. There will be 36
night sessions in 2001 — 10 more
than the current year — which will
result in an increase in the court
budget of $4,000 due to court staff
overtime.

Mr. Shannon told the council that
a builder constructing an office build-
ing on North Avenue will not com-
plete the work for another 30 to 60
days. The contractor, Don-Jon Build-
ers, has leased 12 parking spaces
from the town in lot 7, at a total of
$300 per month for the metered park-
ing stalls.

Council members were not happy
about the loss of the spaces for the
holiday season. The work was to
have been completed last month. Mr.
Shannon said the contractor has been
given until Tuesday, February 6 to
move out of the spaces.

It was announced that the West-
field Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation will hold its annual po-
lice awards program at the start of
the Tuesday, December 19 Town
Council meeting, which begins at 8
p.m.

Mountainside Council To
Appoint Bart Barre
As Municipal Judge

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Presidential
Election

right now!”
A major question that this un-

precedented election brings up is if
this dubious voting process will
draw more people to the polls or
drive the populace away.

Mayor Jung feels it will make
people more cynical. “In an elec-
tion this close, those concerned
will become more cynical and skep-
tical over future elections. In this
year’s election, only half of those
eligible actually voted.” Mr. Jung
also noted that Union County had
an over 70 percent voter turnout.

Mrs. Samuel feels the close tally
will lead to greater interest in fu-
ture elections. “People who gener-
ally don’t vote might think twice
now that they know every vote re-
ally does count.”

Overall, moods varied over the
election. Partisanship aside, the
past month-and-a-half of presiden-
tial frenzy have struck interest in
government like never before. Poli-
tics is the talk of the town, no
matter where you go or who you
talk to.

Opinions on the matter vary, of
course. Councilman Sullivan called
the matter “the most significant
constitutional crisis since the Civil
War.”

Mayor Marks chose to look at
the procedure from a different per-
spective. “This is an intriguing part
of history. We can look back on this
time and say ‘I was a part of that. I
cast a vote in that election.’ In a few
decades we’ll look back on all of
this and have to chuckle,” he said.

Union County Superior Court Judge to Hear
Hovnanian’s Appeal Dec. 29 on Townhouse Case

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Real Estate
Developer K. Hovnanian’s appeal of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board’s denial of
their development application will be
heard in Union County Superior Court in
Elizabeth on Friday, December 29.

The developer is seeking to reverse the
denial by the Planning Board of their
proposed 116-unit townhouse develop-
ment for a parcel of land called The
Reserve. The 7.7-acre site, located at the
intersection of New Providence Road,
Union Avenue and Meadow Avenue, is
owned by the Donato family and con-
tracted for purchase by K. Hovnanian
Developers.

K. Hovnanian’s initial proposal to con-
struct 116 townhouses, including 16 low
to moderate income units, was denied in
1998 due to flooding and public safety
concerns and what the Planning Board
deemed to be “unreasonable” variance
requests. The site is bordered on three
sides by the Greenbrook, which during
severe storms, has flooded the surround-
ing roadways making access to and from
the site potentially hazardous.

However, the township zoned this site
as suitable for low-to-moderate income
housing several years earlier as part of
the township’s Mt. Laurel obligation,
after a potential lawsuit by a developer.
The state’s Council on Affordable Hous-
ing (COAH) approved the suitability of
the site for Mt. Laurel housing based on
the information provided to COAH by
the township. Both the township and
COAH knew of the site’s location in a
flood plane, which was not considered a
hindrance to zoning for multi-family resi-
dential use.

On appeal of the initial denial, the
court instructed the board and the devel-
oper to settle the litigation by coming up
with a revised concept plan for a lower

density, variance-free application.
A revised application, which included

extensive changes that addressed the pre-
vious flooding concerns was presented
to the board during several meetings
between April and July 2000. The re-
vised plan reduced the number of units to
100 including 16 affordable homes and
eliminated most of the previously re-
quested variances.

Weldon Inc., a company that quarries
raw materials from the surrounding moun-
tains, located immediately across New
Providence Road from the proposed site,
contested the both the initial and the
revised applications. Weldon objected
on the grounds that the site was located in
a flood plane, which, according to Will-
iam Butler, attorney for Weldon, made
this site unsafe and unsuitable for resi-
dential housing.

Sources close to the matter, however,
conjectured that Weldon’s objections
were based on their need to continue
conducting quarry and mining activities,
unhampered by a new development, in
the surrounding mountains.

The board concluded that public safety
concerns especially regarding emergency
access and egress during potential flood-
ing of the surrounding roadways were
not sufficiently addressed by the appli-
cant in the revised application, leading to
the second denial.

Also cited as reasons for denial were
safety concerns surrounding the large re-
taining walls, some in excess of 300 feet
long and 20 feet high in some places that
were required to secure the sloping hill-
sides around the perimeter of the proposed
development. The inadequacy of a pro-
posed emergency access bridge on Scot-
land Avenue, on-site and off-site traffic
congestion and pedestrian safety were other
reasons cited by the board for the denial.

Named as defendants in the appeal are
the Township of Scotch Plains, the indi-

vidual members of the Township Coun-
cil, the Scotch Plains Planning Board and
its members as individuals, the Union
County Planning Board and its members
and the county’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

In the 17 count-complaint, lawyers for
the plaintiffs stated that the board based
their denial on “a totally illegitimate rea-
son, that the property had not been prop-
erly zoned since flooding occurred off
the site.” They accuse the board of mak-
ing an administrative decision based on
politics, not policy.

The complaint stated that it was “im-
proper for the board to base their denial
on irrelevant site characteristics, such as
flooding, road access and adjacent land
uses,” when making their decision. Ac-
cording to the complaint, “the board’s
own professionals advised that such
flooding was not a proper consideration
for site plan approval.”

The complaint stated that off-site flood-
ing, several hundred feet from the pro-
posed project, was an improper reason
for denial because it related to the ques-
tion of whether the site was properly
zoned, which was not within the board’s
authority to evaluate.

Also, because the board knew about
the potential flooding problems prior to
entering the remand order, the complaint

alleged that it was improper of the board
to use this as a basis for denial.

The complaint also contended that
COAH regulations, which require mu-
nicipalities to cooperate with developers
by granting reasonable variances and
eliminating cost generative requirements,
were violated.

The complaint also alleged that the
denial is intended to “disproportionately
and adversely affect the ability of minori-
ties, such as Blacks and Hispanics to
obtain housing in the township” in viola-
tion of the New Jersey Fair Housing Act.

Also hoping to prove that the board’s
decision violated the plaintiff’s right to
“beneficial use of their property without
just compensation” the plaintiffs are seek-
ing a reversal of the board’s decision as
well as court costs and legal fees. These
were some of the major aspects of the
complaint, but not all of the counts listed
in the complaint.

It will be the obligation of the court to
determine if, in fact, the board’s denial
was “arbitrary, capricious and irrational”
as the complaint alleges and if the board
made their decision with bias, animus
and in bad faith. A prerogative writ hear-
ing is scheduled for Monday, December
18 at 10 a.m. in Judge John Pisansky’s
chambers and the actual case will be
heard on December 29.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Mountainside
Borough Council Tuesday night voted to
appoint Bart A. Barre as the Municipal
Court Judge during its agenda-setting meet-
ing.

The judge will be sworn in for a full
three-year term before the borough’s re-
organization meeting, which will be held on
Tuesday, January 2, at 8 p.m. Mr. Barre had

been filling the unexpired term of the late
Robert Ruggiero.

Judge Barre served on the Borough Coun-
cil from 1984 to 1992 and was the recipient
of Mountainside’s Mabel Young Good
Neighbor Award in 1998.

He has also served as the borough’s
representative to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority since 1998, when
Mountainside became a member of that
autonomous group.

Mr. Ruggiero had served the borough for
24 years as the Municipal Court Judge until
his retirement. He died earlier this year.

In other business, membership fees to the
community pool are expected to increase
slightly for the summer of 2001. The rates
were anticipated to increase from $195 to
$205 for families living in Mountainside;
from $98 to $103 for single memberships
within the borough and from $58 to $68 for
senior Mountainside residents.

Finally, it was noted that next Tuesday’s
council meeting, scheduled for 8 p.m., would
be Councilman Ronald Romak’s last as a
council representative. He has served the
borough for 14 years as a member of the
governing body.
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