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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
HERE IS MY CHRISTMAS LIST...Katie Agnello, 7 weeks old, spent some time with Santa Claus last weekend, revealing
some of the toys she would like to find under the tree on Christmas morning. Santa told The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that he enjoyed meeting this tiny Fanwood resident.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Lease Deal for Expanded Parking
At Fanwood Station Expected Soon

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Members of the governing body in
Fanwood revealed last week that a
lease agreement is expected to be
reached soon between the borough
and NJ Transit for expansion of south
side parking at the Fanwood train

station.
NJ Transit purchased the property

formerly occupied by Scotchwood
Automotive approximately a year ago.
The site, which is adjacent to the
existing south side lot, is expected to
provide 53 additional commuter park-
ing spaces at the train station.

The expanded lot will increase the
total number of parking spaces at the
train station from 271 to 324.
Fanwood owns the lion’s share of
138 spaces on the south side — all of
which are designated as permit park-
ing — along with the entire north
side lot. NJ Transit retains a row of
stalls closest to the south side plat-
form. The north side currently offers
133 stalls, including 34 for daily
parking.

A committee comprised of gov-
erning body members and others has
been in negotiations with NJ Transit
representatives since February for an
agreement concerning the expanded
lot.

Borough Attorney and committee

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Union County Superior Court Judge to Hear
Hovnanian’s Appeal Dec. 29 on Townhouse Case

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

Real Estate Developer K.
Hovnanian’s appeal of the Scotch
Plains Planning Board’s denial of
their development application will
be heard in Union County Superior
Court in Elizabeth on Friday, De-
cember 29.

The developer is seeking to re-
verse the denial by the Planning
Board of their proposed 116-unit
townhouse development for a parcel
of land called The Reserve. The 7.7-
acre site, located at the intersection
of New Providence Road, Union

Avenue and Meadow Avenue, is
owned by the Donato family and
contracted for purchase by K.
Hovnanian Developers.

K. Hovnanian’s initial proposal to
construct 116 townhouses, including
16 low to moderate income units, was
denied in 1998 due to flooding and
public safety concerns and what the
Planning Board deemed to be “unrea-
sonable” variance requests. The site
is bordered on three sides by the
Greenbrook, which during severe
storms, has flooded the surrounding
roadways making access to and from
the site potentially hazardous.

However, the township zoned this
site as suitable for low-to-moderate
income housing several years earlier
as part of the township’s Mt. Laurel
obligation, after a potential lawsuit
by a developer. The state’s Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) ap-
proved the suitability of the site for
Mt. Laurel housing based on the
information provided to COAH by
the township. Both the township and
COAH knew of the site’s location in
a flood plane, which was not consid-
ered a hindrance to zoning for multi-
family residential use.

On appeal of the initial denial, the

court instructed the board and the
developer to settle the litigation by
coming up with a revised concept
plan for a lower density, variance-
free application.

A revised application, which in-
cluded extensive changes that ad-
dressed the previous flooding con-

SP-F Voters Pass $35.7 Mil.
School Bond Referendum

By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN
Specially Written for The Times

By a mandate of better than two
to one, voters in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood endorsed a $35,729,112
school bond referendum at the polls
December 12.

The unofficial results — 3,399
votes in favor of the bond, 1,466
votes against — were tallied at
Board of Education offices follow-
ing the polls’ close at 9 p.m.

Factoring in state reimbursement
of $11,611,448 under the Educa-
tional Facilities Construction & Fi-
nancing Act, the 20-year bond ap-
proved by voters wil l  be
$24,117,664.

The average home in Scotch
Plains will pay an additional $172
per year in taxes, while Fanwood
homeowners will see taxes go up
an average of $145 per year.

It was reported by Sally Roland
in the Superintendent of Schools
office that approximately 1,500
more voters turned out for this spe-
cial election than voted in last

April’s school board/budget elec-
tion. The 4,869 total votes (unoffi-
cial count) cast Tuesday represent
an 26 percent of the municipalities’
18,700 registered voters.

The first results came in from
Scotch Plains’ District 10 at 9:05
p.m. (105 for, 50 against). A solid
victory there sparked the enthusi-
asm of the crowd gathered to hear
election returns.

The Coles School Poll (Scotch
Plains Districts 19 and 20) reflected
the greatest spread between “yes”
and “no” votes, 324-84. As the most
heavily populated school in the dis-
trict, Coles will get four new class-
rooms and a new multi-purpose
room under the referendum.

As the last results came in at 9:28
p.m. from the Terrill Road Bible
Chapel in Fanwood (Districts 4 and
5), a cheer filled the boardroom.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol B. Choye saluted those who
helped get the referendum passed.

“Let’s begin by toasting all the
citizens of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, who said tonight that
they value the young people of this
community,” declared the superin-
tendent, who went on to praise the
board for “its courage and fore-
sight to plan for today’s children
and for the future.”

Dr. Choye also recognized the
efforts of the district’s Business
Administrator Anthony DelSordi;
the citizens’ Coalition to Support
the Bond; the Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PTA); the President of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association, Ed Leonard; the
principals and assistant principals
of the district’s eight schools; and

Kathleen Meyer, Public Informa-
tion Coordinator.

She also thanked the Mayors of
both Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
Louis C. Jung and Martin L. Marks,
for the municipal support demon-
strated for the bond referendum in
recent months.

In closing, Dr. Choye said, “I
have a feeling our work is just
beginning.”

Over the past five weeks, the
combined efforts of the district,
PTA and citizens’ coalition resulted
in a bond information blitz across
both towns.

Newsletters, fliers, question and
answer sheets, community coffees,
lawn signs, fact sheets, door hang-
ers, and letters to local newspaper
editors put information into the
hands of the public, which re-
sponded favorably as bond propo-
nents hoped it would.

Board Member Linda Nelson, a
member of the Community Rela-
tions Committee, said Tuesday
night, “All of us owe the Coalition
and the PTA who worked tirelessly.
It wouldn’t have happened without
their efforts to get information to
the public so they could make an
informed decision.”

Board President Theresa Larkin
said, “I want to thank the whole
community — board members, ad-
ministration, parents and the pub-
lic. Everybody pulled together and
the results showed. I’m really look-
ing forward to the next few years as
we give the community back the
results of the trust they gave us.
This just proves Scotch Plains-
Fanwood is a great place to raise
our children.”

Presidential Election Debacle in Florida
Spurs Discontent from Local Officials

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The  Times

November 7 was supposed to be
the be-all and end-all of the Presi-
dential race. Vice President Al Gore
and Texas Governor George W.
Bush’s campaigns lay dormant for
the first time in several months as
they waited intensely for the exit
polls to come pouring in. All of Tom
Brokaw’s and Jim Lehrer’s predic-
tions didn’t matter anymore. It was
over.

Until, of course, it didn’t end. It
went on, and on, and is still going on.
Author Stephen King couldn’t have
created a more dramatic and intense
story, with more twists and turns
than Mountain Avenue.

The issues associated with this on-
going election process have stretched
to every corner of the United States.
Politicians and community members
in local towns have been impacted as
well. Each aspect of this election has
been scrutinized thoroughly on a
national and local scale.

One major question regarding this
election is the validity of the Elec-
toral College. Union County Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan,

a Democrat, said, “I think it’s time
we take a hard look at the Electoral
College. However, I doubt there will
ever be a change to eliminate the
system.”

On the same issue, Westfield Town
Councilman Neil F. Sullivan, a Re-
publican, responded, “Calls to abol-
ish the Electoral College by political
opportunists who have made such
statements are not thought through.
There is tremendous value in the
election process as it is.”

Another major issue regarding this
year’s election is the recount pro-
cess.

“I don’t think that an honest re-
count of a recount of a recount could
come out showing Gore with more
votes. I don’t think an objective re-
count is even possible at this point,”
Councilman Sullivan stated.

Westfield Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, a Democrat, responded, “My
view is that Florida law sets out the
procedures for contesting an elec-

tion, and part of those procedures is
the opportunity for a recount.”

Mayor Jardim continued, “I don’t
understand why that recount hasn’t
happened.”

This election has been a serious
issue to many, although some seem
to see the slight humor in all of it.
When asked for his general reaction
to the situation in Florida, Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin L. Marks, a
Republican, said, “I’m glad my re-
cent election didn’t invoke any hang-
ing chads!”

The partisanship of national offi-
cials was mirrored among local po-
litical leaders as well in regards to
certain issues. One issue it clearly
wasn’t involved in, however, was the
embarrassment factor this year’s elec-
tions have caused.

Said Mayor Marks, “The only posi-
tive that could come out of this (elec-
tion) is if it will lead to standardized
and sophisticated ways in which we
conduct elections in this country.”

Geri M. Samuel, Democratic
Councilwoman for Scotch Plains,
commented, “It’s obvious some
people had trouble voting and if it
was their intention, it should be
counted. Right now, however, nei-
ther Presidential candidate is look-
ing very Presidential.”

Mayor Louis C. Jung of Fanwood,
a Republican, stated on the issue,
“The whole country should use Union
County’s method of voting. The touch
screen computerized process is an
excellent system.”

In discussing how other nations
would have reacted to this situation,
Mrs. Samuel said, “Other countries
could be murdering in the streets
right now!”

A major question that this unprec-
edented election brings up is if this
dubious voting process will draw
more people to the polls or drive the
populace away.

Mayor Jung feels it will make
people more cynical. “In an election
this close, those concerned will be-
come more cynical and skeptical over
future elections. In this year’s elec-
tion, only half of those eligible actu-

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
I’M READY TO DECORATE...Christopher Maloney, 2 ½, of Fanwood found the tree he liked best and prepared to adorn
it with ornaments and lights. The tree was discovered by Christopher during the Fanwood Lions Club tree sale.
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SP Council Amends
Zoning for Building

On Donato Land
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed a zoning ordinance amend-
ment late on Tuesday night that will
add an additional business office and
professional office use to the Donato
property on Union Avenue that is
currently the subject of litigation
stemming from a proposed
townhouse development that was
denied by township officials back in
the summer.

After nearly three hours of com-
ments from residents and attorneys
for the involved parties, the council,
at its regular meeting, voted 4-0,
with Councilwoman Geri M. Samuel
abstaining, to re-zone the Donato
tract by adding to its present “ML-2-
Multi-Family Zone” designation the
additional business office and pro-
fessional office zoning specification.

In effect, the zoning amendment
will not change the zoning of the
property from multiple-family hous-
ing, but would, instead, put in an-
other zoning component allowing a
developer to build commercial of-
fice space on the site. The reasoning
is that an expansion of the zoning
ordinance would provide a bit more
flexibility in developing the prop-
erty at some point in the future.

Back in July, the township Plan-
ning Board denied an application by
real estate developer K. Hovnanian
to construct a 100-unit townhome
development on the property, which

is owned by the Donato family and
situated on the Scotch Plains-Watch-
ing border in an area known as “The
Reserve.”

The board cited local concerns
about flooding as one of the primary
reasons for the denial. Hovnanian is
currently appealing the decision in
state Superior Court.

Mayor Martin L. Marks stressed
that the council’s approval of the
zoning amendment “will not autho-
rize any kind of development on the
property.”

Lawrence Woodruff, an attorney
for the Planning Board, told the coun-
cil that the amendment would pro-
vide options for developing the site
in ways that would adequately ad-
dress the safety issues raised by the
Planning Board.

Robert Kraus, an attorney for the
Donato family, told the council that
the family feels their property has
been “stigmatized” by the recent
actions and raised the possibility of
the Planning Board raising the same
objections to a potential office com-
plex development as it had with the
Hovnanian townhome proposal.

William Butler, an attorney for the
Weldon Quarry located across from
the Donato property, said Hovnanian
was, in effect, trying to intimidate
the council in its court appeal.

In other matters at its meeting, the
council approved ordinances modi-
fying the fee schedule at Scotch Hills
Country Club and also eliminating

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Fanwood Station

member Wilfred P. Coronato told
The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood that nothing has been
signed yet, although the two sides
are “very close to finalizing” their
agreement.

Besides Mr. Coronato, the com-
mittee includes Mayor Louis C.
Jung, Council President Joel
Whitaker, Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern, Borough En-
gineer Richard Marsden, Director
of Public Works Raymond Manfra,
Police Chief Robert Carboy and
former Councilman William E.
Populus, Jr.

The pending pact, which offi-
cials hope will be completed by
January, will replace an existing
agreement between the borough
and the transportation agency. Un-
der the current arrangement, a 25-
year deal set to expire on January
31, 2010, the borough pays NJ Tran-
sit $1 a year and collects all rev-
enue from the lot.

Once the new agreement is in
place, Councilman Whitaker said,
the erstwhile automotive shop site
will likely be cleared in February,
with the expanded lot to be in full
operation by next summer.

Plans call for NJ Transit to pick
up the tab for construction and
landscaping of the expanded south
side lot. The borough will pay the
transportation agency an antici-
pated annual fee of $23,000 and
take care of maintenance costs,
which it already does for the exist-
ing parking lot.

Fanwood will continue to collect
all revenue from the expanded fa-
cility. According to Mr. Whitaker,
the daily parking section will be
equipped with automated payment
machines — rather than the tradi-
tional slot boxes – which he said
will cut the amount of manpower
hours involved in collecting and
tabulating revenue.

During the December 6 agenda
meeting of the municipal govern-
ing body, Mr. Coronato said bor-
ough officials had rejected NJ
Transit’s initial proposal for op-
eration of the expanded south side
lot, after which the agency and the
committee worked for the next six
months to hammer out an alternate
plan.

He told The Times the agency’s
original plan called for NJ Transit
to receive 46 percent of excess
revenue from the combined lot,
minus operating expenses and de-
posits made to an account for fu-
ture maintenance costs.

Under NJ Transit’s proposal, the
borough’s annual maintenance bud-
get for the combined lots, as well
as individual maintenance projects,
would have been subject to ap-
proval by the agency. The borough
would have also had to submit re-
ports to NJ Transit at its own ex-
pense, according to the attorney.

Noting that the borough and the
agency may not have agreed on
certain measures – such as the num-
ber of times the parking area should
be swept – Mr. Coronato said the
local committee felt such a situa-
tion “would be very difficult ad-
ministratively and (borough offi-
cials) didn’t want to relinquish con-
trol and maintenance of the lot.”

cerns was presented to the board dur-
ing several meetings between April
and July 2000. The revised plan re-
duced the number of units to 100 in-
cluding 16 affordable homes and elimi-
nated most of the previously requested
variances.

Weldon Inc., a company that quar-
ries raw materials from the surround-
ing mountains, located immediately
across New Providence Road from the

County Superior Court Judge to Hear
Hovnanian’s Appeal on Townhouse Case

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
decision. According to the complaint,
“the board’s own professionals ad-
vised that such flooding was not a
proper consideration for site plan ap-
proval.”

The complaint stated that off-site
flooding, several hundred feet from
the proposed project, was an improper
reason for denial because it related to
the question of whether the site was
properly zoned, which was not within
the board’s authority to evaluate.

Also, because the board knew about
the potential flooding problems prior
to entering the remand order, the com-
plaint alleged that it was improper of
the board to use this as a basis for
denial.

The complaint also contended that
COAH regulations, which require
municipalities to cooperate with de-
velopers by granting reasonable vari-
ances and eliminating cost generative
requirements, were violated.

The complaint also alleged that the
denial is intended to “disproportion-
ately and adversely affect the ability of
minorities, such as Blacks and Hispan-
ics to obtain housing in the township”
in violation of the New Jersey Fair
Housing Act.

Also hoping to prove that the board’s
decision violated the plaintiff’s right
to “beneficial use of their property
without just compensation” the plain-
tiffs are seeking a reversal of the board’s
decision as well as court costs and
legal fees. These were some of the
major aspects of the complaint, but not
all of the counts listed in the complaint.

It will be the obligation of the court
to determine if, in fact, the board’s
denial was “arbitrary, capricious and
irrational” as the complaint alleges
and if the board made their decision
with bias, animus and in bad faith. A
prerogative writ hearing is scheduled
for Monday, December 18 at 10 a.m. in
Judge John Pisansky’s chambers and
the actual case will be heard on De-
cember 29.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
• An incident of criminal mischief

occurred at a Terrill Road business, in
which an unidentified black male threw
a beer bottle through the main window
of the establishment, according to po-
lice. The suspect left the scene and was
not apprehended.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
• Authorities reported that a burglary

took place at a residence in the 10 block
of Jefferson Avenue, in which various
items totaling $1,000 were removed.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• It was reported to police that $5,000

worth of jewelry was taken during a
burglary at a home in the 300 block of
Terrill Road.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
• A compact disk player valued at

$50 was reported stolen from an unse-
cured vehicle parked outside a home in
the 40 block of Shady Lane, police said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Presidential
Election

ally voted.” Mr. Jung also noted that
Union County had an over 70 percent
voter turnout.

Mrs. Samuel feels the close tally
will lead to greater interest in future
elections. “People who generally don’t
vote might think twice now that they
know every vote really does count.”

Overall, moods varied over the elec-
tion. Partisanship aside, the past
month-and-a-half of presidential
frenzy have struck interest in govern-
ment like never before. Politics is the
talk of the town, no matter where you
go or who you talk to.

Opinions on the matter vary, of
course. Councilman Sullivan called
the matter “the most significant con-
stitutional crisis since the Civil War.”

Mayor Marks chose to look at the
procedure from a different perspec-
tive. “This is an intriguing part of
history. We can look back on this time
and say ‘I was a part of that. I cast a
vote in that election.’ In a few decades
we’ll look back on all of this and have
to chuckle,” he said.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
FIRST OUTING...Fanwood Councilman Thomas Patrick Ryan was joined by his family in a first holiday outing in the
borough last weekend. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Councilman Ryan, Ann Marie Ryan and front row, Madeleine
Lee Ryan, 3, and the newest addition to the family Tommy John Ryan, 1 month old.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• Reported theft of a bicycle from

the Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School. Occurred during the day.

• A Windingbrook Way resident
reported the theft of a Shrilling Coat
and Portable radio valued at $2,100

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
Roger L. Golinski, 19, and Scott

D. Keogh, 19, both of Scotch Plains,
and Amie E. Reagan, 18, of Fanwood,
were arrested for use and possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana pur-
suant to an investigation of a suspi-
cious vehicle parked on Pheasant
Lane at 10:05 p.m. All suspects were
released re-leased on their own re-
convenes on Summons.

• A Morse Avenue resident re-
ported vandalism to Holiday orna-
ments and outside lighting.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7
• An 11-old boy reported that

while riding his bicycle on West
Broad Street was pushed off his bi-
cycle, assaulted and robbed of his
jacket and bicycle. The youth sus-
tained no injuries and could not iden-
tify his assailant.

• A High View Court resident re-
ported that her unlocked vehicle was
entered overnight and a cell phone
with charger was taken.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
• A Tussell Lane resident reported

a theft of two Play Station video
tapes from out of an apartment.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
• A Portland Avenue resident re-

ported a theft of Christmas orna-
ments from the front lawn. Several
hours later a Christmas rain deer was
found down the street in Fanwood,
police said.

all fees for using the tennis courts
in town. An ordinance was also
passed that would allow liquor
stores in Scotch Plains to open
earlier in the day whenever Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s Eve fall
on a Sunday.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion authorizing the Mayor and the
Township Clerk to sign an agree-
ment with United National Bank
for the creation of a Scotch Plains
affinity credit card. The card would
be marketed solely by the DECA
organization at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School as part of
that group’s activities. The local
government will also receive fi-
nancial benefits from the affinity
card, including 0.75 percent of the
net annual purchases and balance
transfer for all credit cards.

A resolution was also passed au-
thorizing a joint application be-
tween Scotch Plains and Fanwood
for a New Jersey Transit-sponsored
community shuttle bus program.

Councilman Frank P. Rossi said
the bus would be used mainly to
transport people to and from the
Fanwood train station as a way to
ease some of the parking concerns
at the South Avenue station. He
added that the bus, which would be
fully funded by NJ Transit for the
first few years of the program, could
also be used in off-hours for such
things as senior citizen transporta-
tion.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion naming the yesterday, Decem-
ber 13, as Richard Bousquet Day in
Scotch Plains. Mr. Bousquet is head
of the Scotch Plains Historical So-
ciety.

The council’s final meeting of
the year will be held next Tuesday
evening.

Westfield Voters Soundly
Approve $21 Mil. Bond

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday,
Westfield voters approved an over-
$21 million bond proposal by a 3-
to-1 margin.

Including absentee ballots, the
vote tally was 2,564 in favor of the
bond and 742 against the bond’s
passage.

When the last bond referendum
passed in December 1998, 19 per-
cent of registered voters turned out.
For the current bond proposal, 29
percent of voters went to the polls.

Board of Education President
Darielle Walsh said she is “thrilled
that the community supported the
plan by such a wide margin.”

Dr. William J. Foley, Superin-
tendent of Schools, said that the
wide margin of passage “shows that
people really supported what the
Citizens’ Advisory Committee and
Board of Education developed.”

“This is now the completion of a
plan that realized there was in-
creasing enrollment and knew
something needed to be done about
that fact.” Mrs. Walsh noted that
the bond doesn’t only address en-
rollment but also addresses the cur-
ricular programs at the high school.

Mrs. Walsh said that the bond
proposal was “not just a proposal
coming from the district, but from
the community and was supported
by the community.”

She is pleased with the way the
community, as the Citizens’ Advi-
sory Committee responded to the
needs of the schools.

“The administration and the
board worked on preparing a pro-
posal — a well thought-out, com-
prehensive plan.”

The proposal contains three ma-
jor components, according to Dr.
Foley, These components are, a
55,000 square foot addition to the
science wing at the high school,
general renovations to the high
school and the construction of a

Girls’ Athletic Complex adjacent
to Kehler Stadium.

Dr. Robert G. Petix, Westfield
High School Principal, said that he
is “very, very pleased” by the bond’s
passage.

“I think it’s an indication of two
things: one, the community’s sup-
port of our schools and the educa-
tion that students receive at the
high school; two, the community’s
ongoing commitment to education
in general.”

Dr. Petix noted that he is “look-
ing forward to the renovation of the
plant and also a renewal of the
curricular program which will come
as a result of the new plant.”

Social Studies teacher and Assis-
tant Girls’ Track Coach Tom
Hornish said that the bond passage
is “certainly something that is ex-
citing and long overdue for the
entire school district. This is a posi-
tive step.”

The next step, according to Dr.
Foley is “the difficult process of
refining plans for bid specifica-
tions.”

Then, Mrs. Walsh said, the board
looks forward to beginning the bid
process and beginning what Dr.
Foley termed a 2-1/2 year con-
struction process, by summer 2001.

Dr. Foley said that he would like
the district to be able to break
ground for the addition at the high
school by October 2001.

Of the $21 million dollar plan,
the district will receive $6.5 mil-
lion in state aid, which leaves al-
most $15 million which will be
borrowed in a 20-year bond. At a 6
percent interest rate, taxpayers will
see a 7 cent tax increase on every
$100 of assessed property value.
This equates to an increase of ap-
proximately $126 annually of the
property taxes on the average as-
sessed home in Westfield of
$178,000.

Heather Keets Inducted
Into Newhouse Gallery

SCOTCH PLAINS – Heather
Keets of Scotch Plains, editor at
Katrillion.com and graduate of the
S.I. Newhouse School of Public Com-
munications at Syracuse University,
was inducted into the Newhouse Pro-
fessional Gallery during a ceremony
on October 14.

The Gallery showcases the accom-
plishments of Newhouse alumni from
all areas of communications and at
all career levels.

County Vo-Tech School to Offer
Cosmetology In Spring Semester
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Vocational-Technical
Schools will offer a full-time Cos-
metology course for those wishing
to enter or further themselves in
this profession. This course will be
available during the spring semes-
ter which begins on January 22,
2001. Class times are Monday-Fri-
day, noon to 6:30 p.m. for Cosme-
tology.

The curriculum is designed to
meet the examination requirement
of the New Jersey Board of Cosme-

tology.
The course includes state-of-the-

art classroom training provided by
use of mannequins, demonstrations
and live models in clinical service.

For full details, please call the
Admissions Office at (908) 889-
8288, Extension Nos. 341 or 340.
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proposed site, contested the both the
initial and the revised applications.
Weldon objected on the grounds that
the site was located in a flood plane,
which, according to William Butler,
attorney for Weldon, made this site
unsafe and unsuitable for residential
housing.

Sources close to the matter, however,
conjectured that Weldon’s objections
were based on their need to continue
conducting quarry and mining activi-
ties, unhampered by a new develop-
ment, in the surrounding mountains.

The board concluded that public
safety concerns especially regarding
emergency access and egress during
potential flooding of the surrounding
roadways were not sufficiently ad-
dressed by the applicant in the revised
application, leading to the second de-
nial.

Also cited as reasons for denial were
safety concerns surrounding the large
retaining walls, some in excess of 300
feet long and 20 feet high in some
places that were required to secure the
sloping hillsides around the perimeter
of the proposed development. The in-
adequacy of a proposed emergency
access bridge on Scotland Avenue, on-
site and off-site traffic congestion and
pedestrian safety were other reasons
cited by the board for the denial.

Named as defendants in the appeal
are the Township of Scotch Plains, the
individual members of the Township
Council, the Scotch Plains Planning
Board and its members as individuals,
the Union County Planning Board and
its members and the county’s Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

In the 17 count-complaint, lawyers
for the plaintiffs stated that the board
based their denial on “a totally illegiti-
mate reason, that the property had not
been properly zoned since flooding
occurred off the site.” They accuse the
board of making an administrative de-
cision based on politics, not policy.

The complaint stated that it was
“improper for the board to base their
denial on irrelevant site characteris-
tics, such as flooding, road access and
adjacent land uses,” when making their

Save 35-50%
Plus an Additional 25%

on 2000 Stock and Floor Samples.*
Last Chance for 2000 Prices!◆

*Limited quantities available.                                                       ◆Limited time only.

Valley Furniture Shop

The New Year Is Coming!

We need to make room for the latest fabrics and styles.

     B A N C R O F T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $240 $119
FULL ea. pc. $360 $189

   S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

 TWIN ea. pc. $420 $229
  FULL ea. pc. $550 $299
  QUEEN set $1240 $669
  KING set $1860 $999

    S A N I S U P P O R T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $780 $419
FULL ea. pc. $950 $519
QUEEN set $2130 $1149
KING set $3030 $1649

    J U B I L E E  2 0 0 0
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $550 $299
FULL ea. pc. $690 $369
QUEEN set $1550 $849
KING set $2330 $1259
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