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School Board Considers
Hiring Firm to Install

HVAC Computer Systems
By SUSAN M. DYCKMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
is considering hiring Energy for
America Inc. (EFA) to provide pro-
fessional engineering services for the
district’s facilities management pro-
gram, but members want a few ques-
tions answered before they act on the
motion to hire the firm.

Part of EFA’s services to the district
would be installation of individual
computer systems for each school
building. These would monitor build-
ings’ HVAC (heating, ventilation and
air conditioning) systems and help
them work more efficiently.

According to Business Administra-
tor and Board Secretary Anthony
DelSordi, the greatest benefit to using
EFA’s services is its “24-hour service
monitoring system.”

Though EFA has predicted sig-
nificant cost savings to the district
using its system, board member
Lance Porter questioned the accu-
racy of such a prediction when it
does not take into account planned
physical changes to buildings as
outlined in projects included in a
$35.7 million bond referendum that
went before voters Tuesday.

The subject will be revisited at the
board’s December 21 meeting.

During the meeting, board members
had their final televised say about the
December 12 referendum. Jean
McAllister used the opportunity to re-
iterate a point she outlined in a recent
letter to The Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood regarding state funding.

“The money is not earmarked for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,” she stated.
“There is a risk that it may/may not be
there in March (should the bond fail
on the 12th).”

Board Member Edward J. Saridaki,
Jr. urged local residents to remember
the tax impact of the referendum var-
ies according to individual home as-
sessments.

“If you want to be clear on the
(bond’s) personal impact, pull out your
tax bill and look at your own property
to see what the effect will be,” he said.

Board Member Linda Nelson re-
ported the results of IE Communica-
tions’ follow-up telephone survey of
residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The survey said residents’
awareness of the bond referendum
was up to 71 percent in late Novem-
ber. Fifty-five percent of the respon-
dents said they were willing to pay the
average tax increase of $172/year in
Scotch Plains and $145 per year in
Fanwood. Fifty-two percent of respon-
dents said they intended to support the
bond referendum.

Fanwood Council Sets
Hearing for Tonight

On Zoning Ordinance
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council is scheduled to hold a
public hearing at its regular meeting
tonight, December 14, on the
municipality’s long-awaited revised
zoning ordinance, which officials an-
ticipate will be adopted by the end of
this year.

Council President Joel Whitaker
confirmed this week that while the
ordinance will have a second reading
this evening, it will not come up for
adoption until a special meeting of the
council later this month.

Members of the public will have an
opportunity to comment on the ordi-
nance at tonight’s meeting, which will
begin at 8 p.m. in the Council Cham-
bers at Borough Hall.

Mr. Whitaker said “minor amend-
ments” to the document will be intro-
duced tonight, with the entire package
to come up for a vote during a special
governing body meeting on Thurs-
day, December 28, at 7 p.m. for the
purpose of wrapping up borough busi-
ness for the year.

Spanning 240 pages, the revised
ordinance will replace one which has
been in existence since 1956 and gov-
erns all land use matters in the bor-
ough. It will contain updated infor-
mation, accompanied by a current
zoning map, and has been described
as more “user-friendly” than its pre-
decessor.

Topics covered by the ordinance
range from applications for site plans
and subdivisions to building permits
and accessory structures to architec-
ture and parking issues. The docu-
ment reflects input over the course of
eight years by elected officials, Plan-

ning Board members and others.
Under the new ordinance, the exist-

ing Central Commercial zone would
be expanded to include a half-block
stretch of land between LaGrande and
South Avenues in the western part of
the downtown. That area, which en-
compasses the Dean Oil site and sev-
eral other properties, would be re-
designated from a “general commer-
cial” to a CC2 zone.

According to Mr. Whitaker, the new
status would mean anyone looking to
develop the land would have to adhere
to borough regulations governing the
Central Commercial zone, but with
the same parking requirements as
stipulated in the general commercial
zone.

Mr. Whitaker, who chairs the
council’s Land Use and Historic Pres-
ervation Committee, said one of the
goals of the zone change is to make it
“explicitly clear” the types of devel-
opment the municipality favors for
that section of the downtown.

He added that boundaries and regu-
lations regarding the borough’s Light
Industrial zone have remained the
same in the new ordinance as in the
existing text.

Mr. Whitaker revealed the council
is also slated to vote tonight on a
resolution directing the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board to study the borough’s
Light Industrial, Central Commercial
and CC2 zones, to determine whether
guidelines for any of them need to be
amended later on.

The Planning Board, which, like
the council, conducted a chapter-by-
chapter review of the revised ordi-
nance earlier this year, will then sub-
mit its recommendations in reports to
the governing body next year.
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Red Cross Thanks Contributors
To Thanksgiving Food Drive

Editor’s Note: The Tri-County Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross services
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains area.

*  *  *  *  *
The American Red Cross, Tri-County

Chapter wishes to thank the generous
members of our community who made
food donations enabling us to distribute
Thanksgiving food baskets to needy fami-
lies in our area. Their contributions as-
sisted us in providing Thanksgiving din-
ners for 117 local families. We feel so
fortunate to have been able to match up
wonderful and giving people with area
residents who needed this assistance so
greatly.

Our chapter offers social services
throughout the year to people in need of
food referrals, crisis counseling, utility
and rental assistance, budgeting classes
and drug and alcohol counseling.

Without the support of concerned people,
we would be unable to carry out our mis-
sion statement, which is to provide relief to
victims of disasters and to help people
prevent, prepare for and respond to per-
sonal and community emergencies.

If people would like to help out needy
families during the Christmas/Chanukah/
Kwanzaa holiday time, we will be accept-
ing donations of new, unwrapped toys
until December 19 for distribution to those
in our area.

Once again, thank you to those special

and generous Thanksgiving food donors.

Trish Mulligan
Executive Director

Tri-County Chapter, American
Red Cross

Gay/Straight Alliance
Shows Town’s Diversity
Call me sentimental, but I really love our

Westfield parades. Led by our award win-
ning marching band, the Memorial Day
parade, the Homecoming parade, and even
the Halloween parade always fill me with
pride for our town and our high school.

I was most proud this year while watch-
ing the Homecoming parade. Making an
appearance for the first time was a “rain-
bow-mobile,” sponsored by the Westfield
High School Gay/Straight Alliance, cel-
ebrating the diversity of our community
and promoting friendship between our gay
and straight citizens and students. It is
wonderful to be raising my children in a
town and school system where acceptance
is a major part of our mission. Thank you,
Dr. Petix, for setting an atmosphere of
inclusion, and bravo WHS students for
living the dream.

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield
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With taste, the first impression sets the tone. That's why Riedel has analyzed the physiol-
ogy of the palate and nose, consulted with distinguished wine tasters, and blended sci-
ence and art to brilliantly create indispensable tools for the full appreciation of wine.
Each Riedel wine stem is shaped to direct the flow of a particular wine to the area of the
tongue that accentuates the wine's best qualities. Martin Jewelers is proud to bring you
the wine connoisseur's secret for the fullest enjoyment of fine wines -- Vinum Extreme
Stemware by Riedel. a score of shapes. Orchestrated to turn a sip into a symphony.

Introducing Vinum Extreme Stemware by Riedel

.  Model Ericsson R 280LX
� Buy & sell stocks, check movie listings
� Check the weather, news, the latest sports

scores and more.
� Check your AOL and other e-mail!
� 4 hours talk time, over 6 days of  standby

*FREE NOKIA 5160
� Up to 3 hours talk time and 7 days standby
� Games, alarm clock, changeable faceplate

All plans come with FREE caller ID,
call-waiting, voice mail and text messaging.

for 250 minutes plus 500 extra
night & weekend minutes

* AFTER REBATE

New Jersey Cellular
11 Eastman Street, Cranford

(Corner of North Avenue between the movie theater & Café Rock)

Serving Union County Since 1992

908-497-2100

Holiday
Gift Certificates

Available

29    per month

FREE*
Ericsson
Web Phone

With FREE Internet
Access - Does Not Use
Up Your Minutes And
Does Not Cost Anything!

 Many Other Plans Available. Call or Stop In for Details.

Come in and check
out the cute  new
3½ ounce Nokia
8260 in blue, red
and gray!

.99$

Storewide Savings  on ALL Furniture & Accessories
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506  (973) 427-1848
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30; Tues. & Thurs. 10-9   SUN. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
              Gifts to Treasure


