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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � Three years ago,
an idea was born which roused
creativity and philanthropy in the
hearts of Westfield Art Association
members while bringing holiday
cheer to youngsters at a Children�s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) in
Mountainside.

Tobia Meyers of Union, a mem-
ber of the WAA, brought this warm-
hearted story of annual crafting
and charity to The  We s t f i e l d
Lead e r and The  Times  o f  S co t ch
P l a i n s -Fanwo o d  the day after the
club members completed deco-

rating 24 miniature trees with
tiny ornaments for the childre n
to take home if they are dis-
charged from CSH before the
holiday.

As elated as one of Santa�s most
selfless elves at the North Pole,
Mrs. Meyers confided that the
project has brought immense joy
to WAA artisans upon seeing the
completed trees.

On December 6, when the club
held its annual dinner at The Span-
ish Tavern in Mountainside, the
miniature marvels made their de-
but � perched in all their glory
atop the tables.

Laced with wee ducks, chick-
ens, blown glass ornaments and
her own clever dogs with spotted
ears, these 12-inch high trees were
the supreme representation of an
organization banding together to
help others.

�They are so cute,� piped in
Mrs. Meyers during the interview.

She related that one member
spent her car ride to Maine craft-
ing 80 Origami stars for the trees.
A local Cub Scout troop also con-
tributed to the cause by wrapping
bundles of gift boxes for decora-
tion. Candy canes created from
twisted chenille were also gra-
ciously donated.

Mrs. Meyers said that in it�s first
year, eight trees were made. How-

Tiny Trees Laced With Wonder Bring Holiday
Cheer to Kids at Children�s Specialized Hospital

Pen and Ink
Let�s Play Addict�s Advocate:

Has Downey Waved the White Flag?
Heck, if I knew Robert Downey Jr. didn�t have anywhere to go for

Thanksgiving, I would have certainly invited
him to my house. But, even I�m not so naïve as
to think that exchanging stuffing and turkey at
Chez LePoidevin would have kept him from
skidding down the trail of addiction again.

It�s frustrating to think of someone not being able
to get a monkey off their back, unable to mend
their ways or see a light at the end of the proverbial
tunnel instead of the crack pipe. Especially some-
one with the talent of Downey, who has been
called �irreplaceable� by his peers, as well as a boon
to his craft. I choose to have sympathy for the actor,
even though I tore his picture off my desk when
I found out about his latest troubles.

I calmed down and remembered an old friend who went
through similar trials. Passed out on the couch in the cellar of his
fraternity house after helping himself to piles of cocaine and puffs
of marijuana, his brothers considered his state hysterical. Laugh-
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ing as they pointed to him, few
decided to help him � all de-
cided to mock him. Behind his
addiction, I discovered, was the
monumental task of overcom-
ing divorced parents who alien-
ated him, a grandmother who
kicked him out, a girlfriend who
didn�t love him, and no one to
turn to. At least no one that
didn�t want to support his drug
habit.

Today, he�s a successful chemi-
cal engineer in Missouri. One
can only hope that his support
system improved and helped
him out of his downward spiral.
So, what about Downey?

Instead of waving the white
flag, I believe the actor is send-
ing up a smoke signal, an S.O.S.,
a billboard inscribed in neon:
�Help Wanted.� It may take the
right rehab, but the real ingredi-
ent to Downey�s medicine will

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main Ingredient

Mix 2 c. flour with baking soda and baking powder. Mix remaining
cups of flour with spices. Using a 1-qt. canning jar, layer the ingredients,
beginning with the flour/baking powder/soda mixture, the brown
sugar and then the flour and spice mixture. Supply the following
directions for your gift recipient: a) Empty contents into large mixing
bowl, blend well. b) Add 1/2 c. softened butter, 3/4 c. molasses a n d  1
beaten egg. Mix completely and refrigerate for 1
hour. Preheat oven to 350-degrees. Roll dough
onto lightly floured surface at 1/4 inch thick-
ness. Use cookie cutters to make shapes. Place
cookies on lightly greased cookie sheet. Bake
for 10-12 minutes and decorate.

2 c. flour 2 tsp. ginger
1 tsp. baking powder 1 tsp. cloves
1 tsp baking soda 1 tsp. cinnamon
1 c. brown sugar 1 tsp. allspice
1 1/2 c. flour

Gingerbread Cookie Mix in a JarARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Keith Haring
(1958-1990)

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

Kutztown-Pa. native and abstract
artist Keith Haring left the world
too soon. Haring, who was diag-
nosed with AIDS in 1988, was both
lauded and degraded by noted art
critics. In response, Haring said, �I
found my public without them.�

The son of a cartoonist, Haring
doodled away with a rebellious
artistic bent. Influenced early on
by the papa of Pop Art Andy Wa rhol,
a college-aged Haring was urged
by his parents and guidance coun-
selor to attend commercial art
school.

During his studies, Haring was
uninspired and found his fellow
pupils unhappy and robotic. His
nex t  adventure? Hitchhiking
across the United States and sitting
in on art classes.

Arriving in New York in 1978,
Haring developed an interest in
subway graffiti and began to ex-
plore his homosexuality, becom-
ing a contemporary of the lifestyle
emerging in the East Village.

Unfettered by any form of me-
dia, Haring relished drawing, paint-
ing, sculpting and writing. In 1984,
he concocted his own brand of
subway graffiti drawing which
transferred to T-shirts and sneak-
ers and dresses.

Unfortunately, everyone admired
his style to the point of stealing it.
Haring got smart and opened The
Pop Shop where all of his works
would be vended and admired.

Haring fought vigorously for those
afflicted with the disease. He estab-
lished the Keith Haring Foundation
that contributed to children�s and
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Jan Hubband Shoots,
Scores With Latest Tome,

 �NBA Encyclopedia�

Courtesy of Jan Hubbard

EVERYTHING BASKETBALL...Westfield resident
Jan Hubbard discusses his newest tome, �The
Official NBA Encyclopedia.�

By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD � A lo t  has
changed since 1891, when Dr.
James Naismith introduced a new
sport to a group of unruly students
at what is now Springfield College,
in Springfield, Mass.

Seeing a need to
bridge the gap be-
tween the football
and baseball seasons,
Dr.  Naismith was
given the difficult
task of creating a new
outlet for the stir-
c r azy  s tuden t s ,
whose only activity
during the cold win-
ter months was gym-
nastics.

The first basketball
game is believed to
have been played on
December 21, 1891
and consisted of two
teams of nine players
who learned to thro w
a soccer ball through
a peach basket. It is
un l i ke l y  tha t  Dr.
Naismith realized that
history was in the making on that
cold, winter day, but clearly, he
was a pioneer whose ingenuity
led to one of America�s favorite
pastimes.

Moving ahead 109 years, Jan
Hubbard, a Westfield resident, is the
mastermind behind the greatest bas-
ketball anthology of all time. �The

Official NBA Encyclopedia,� (com-
pletely revised and updated, third
edition,) is now available in book-
stores and promises to be a must-have
for hoops aficionados.

This massive, 944-page ency-
c loped ia  was  ed i ted  by  Mr.
Hubbard, who now serves as

Vice President of the NBA, edito-
rial. Prior to moving to Westfield,
he wrote for The Dallas Morn i n g
News and The Fort Worth  Star-
Te l e g r a m. An east-coast writing
job beckoned, and Mr. Hubbard
moved up north to cover the
NBA for New York Newsday. His
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ever,  she noted proudly ,  the
Children�s Specialized Hospital
placed an order for 24.

Continued on Page 22

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OH CHRISTMAS TREE...Women of all religious affiliations joined to-
gether to create one-of-a-kin holiday trees which will be donated to the
Children�s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside. These miniature cre-
ations were handmade by members of the Westfield Art Association.
Pictured, left to right, are: First Vice-President and Coordinator of the
holiday tree-giving event Tobia Meyers, and Joan Polishook and Sandy
Wygledowski. The women proudly showed off some of the group�s
creations.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANGEL HAIR PASTA ANGEL...A fine example of the craftsmanship by
Westfield Art Association members, this darling angel was constructed
entirely from pasta.

Nuts


