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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Arts & Entertainment
On The Beat With Andy Goldenberg

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
 and The Times

THE ICEMAN COMETH�On November 27, Leader/Times photographer
snapped this shot of magician extraordinaire David Blaine while he
trapped himself for nearly 62 hours inside six tons of ice in Manhattan.
The stunt, entitled �Frozen in Time,� was broadcast in late November.
Blaine told reporters, �I thought I was dead.� Last year, Blaine made a
Plexiglass coffin his home for a week while burying himself under-
ground.

By ANDY GOLDENBERG
Specially Written for The Westf ie ld Leader and The Times

With the holidays nipping at our
heels, here are some suggestions for
some notable DVDs and CDs that your
loved ones may enjoy.

DVDs
20th Century Fox sent P lan e t  o f

the Apes:  Evolut ion DVD box set and
boy, what amazing picture and sound
quality! Ditto for the classic T h e
Sound  o f  Mus i c which featured spec-
t acu l a r  co lo r  and  Anamorph ic
Widescreen picture. This special edi-
tion includes a separate DVD of
documentaries and interviews. Also,
be sure to check out the visually-
impressive X-Men and the outra-
geous Bi g  Momma � s  Hous e.

Image Entertainment offers three
great documentaries for the music-
lover of you choice. Continuing their
fascinating Classic Album series, Im-
age brings us the stories behind Phil
Collins� Face  Value, Bob Marley�s
groundbreaking Catch A Fire and
Meat Loaf�s epic Bat Out of  Hell.

What I love about the Classic Al-
bum series is that the emphasis stays
more on the music and less on the
sensationalistic aspects of the ses-
sions. I look forward to more of
these from Image.

From Paramount Home Entertain-
ment comes the chilling Ros ema r y � s
B a b y, starring Mia Farrow and an
Oscar-winning performance by Ruth
Gordon. This version is presented in
the much-preferred widescreen for-
mat.

Artisan Home Entertainment has
released Tim Robbins� Bob Rober t s,
a movie that did not play in theaters
for very long but what I thought was
a masterpiece of political satire.
Robbins� take on conservatism and
liberalism, as well as the American
polit ical machine has yet to be
matched.

Finally, A&E/New Video brings us
discs 13 and 14 of the Mon t y  P y t h on
TV series. As usual, the picture res-
toration and sound quality are top-
notch. Essential viewing!

CDs
Two box sets worth noting are

ELO�s �Flashback� (Epic/Legacy) and
the second archival release from Gen-
esis, originally titled �Archives No. 2
1976-1992� off (Atlantic). While the
ELO collection marks the first time
the original master tapes were used
in the remastering process, I must
take issue with the fact that this is at
least the second time that the fan
favorite instrumental �Fire On High�
has been omitted in a ELO anthol-
ogy .

I can only speculate that this was
a ploy by ELO member Jeff Lyne,
who wrote most of the band�s hits, to
make fans purchase the original stu-
dio album from which this song
derives. Legacy has, until this point,
done a fantastic job in both remas-
tering and packaging their reissue
product. So, I am going to give them
the benefit of the doubt.

The booklet is sparse and only
features comments by Lynne and no
other members of ELO � a sure hint
as to whom called the shots for the
song selection. Co-founding mem-
ber Roy Wood is barely mentioned
nor were any of his songs chosen for
the set. One can only guess that this
was done to prevent any royalty
payments from having to go to Wood.

If this is true, I find this kind of
behavior repulsive yet not uncom-
mon in the music industry.

As far as sound quality goes, how-
ever, this set is stellar.

Regarding the Genesis �Archive
No. 2,� the Internet has been buzz-
ing with probable set lists for the
supposed four-disc set of rarities
and live material from the Phil Collins
era.

Much to my chagrin, I received the
final product last week and it only
contained three discs. Again, I can
only speculate as to why the set was
slimmed down. Either cost reasons
or someone in the band decided to
trim it down. Again, the ones who
suffer are the long-term fans who
deserve a box set as good as the first
one.

There are a plethora of excellent
live songs sitting in the vault from
the 1976 tour to include. However,

the record company or the band let
another excellent opportunity to re-
ward their fans slip away.

While the set does have a few
bright spots i.e. �Inside & Out�
�Naminanu� �Submarine� �The Day
the Light Went Out� and �Vancouver.�
For some reason, they neglected to
put on the song, �Match of the Day�
from the same EP, but instead chose
to put on the weaker �Pigeons.�
Overall, I am very disappointed with
the song selection so buyer beware.

Other box sets to look out for
include the Jimi Hendrix box set,
David Bowie at the Beeb, and the
Stevie Ray Vaughn box set. All of
these are noble purchases.

Buddha Records continues their
exceptional reissue series with an-
other set of Lou Reed remasters,
�The Bells,� �Rock and Roll Heart�
and the controversial �Metal Machine

Music (MMM).� Released in 1975 to
universally scathing reviews, MMM
was a start to finish salute to guitar
feedback. No drums, no real songs,
just pure noise, which existentially-
speaking could be justified as music
as evidenced by the popularity of
Industrial music.

A l s o  f r o m  B u d d h a  c o m e s
�Junkya rd  & Hee  Haw,�  ea r l y
punkish efforts from Nick Cave�s
band The Birthday Party. Staying
within the same vocal range, Bud-
dha brings forth some Iggy Pop
reissues, �Soldier,� �New Values�
and �Party.�

I was especially impressed with
New Values, featuring the epic, �The
Endless Sea.� Buddha continues to
give value for money as each re-
lease contains a few bonus tracks.

Warner Brothers has been quietly
reissuing some key back-catalog
items with 24-bit remastered sound
including the Van Halen catalog.
Some great Rod Stewart�s to note
are the seminal �Blondes Have More
Fun,� containing my theme song
�Do Ya Think I�m Sexy?� as well as
�Foot Loose & Fancy Free,� �A Night
On the Town� and �Tonight I�m
Yours.�

Also, be sure to pick up Eric
Clapton�s �Behind the Sun,� which
features Phil Collins on drums, �Au-
gust� and �Money and �Cigarettes.�
The sound quality on all three of
these really impressed me as they
recorded with very trebly 1980�s
technology. Hats off to Warner Bros.
for remastering them so well.

Legion of Lights to Fill Church
During Upcoming Holiday Concert

PLAINFIELD � For the 31st
consecutive year, Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church at Watchung
Avenue and East Seventh Street in
Plainfield, will present Yuletide by
Candlelight at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday,
December 17. This free concert is
held in Crescent�s great, darkened
Gothic sanctuary which will be
bathed only in the light of a multi-
tude of candles.

This event, presented as a holi-
day gift to surrounding communi-
ties, will feature the Crescent Sing-
ers and Instrumentalists under the
direction of renowned organist and
choirmaster, Ronald W. Thayer.

The music for this occasion will
include familiar and unfamiliar car-
ols and music, sung in several lan-
guages, representing a variety of
cultures. A distinct highlight of the
concert is the opportunity for the
audience to join in the singing of
the familiar Christmas carols.

The handbell procession, �Ding
Dong Merrily on High,� brings the
choir to the chancel. Then, in a
centuries old tradition, the singers
will be seated around tables with

the light of candles as the source of
light.

Included in the program is an
African-American Spiritual; �O Mag-
num Mysterium� and �O Nata Lux,�
sung in modern musical settings of
the traditional Latin text; 15th century
English and Spanish carols; an Ad-
vent Motet by Thomas Luis de Victoria;
and a longtime favorite, the Czech
�Zither Carol.� Crescent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, an historic Union
County presenter of the performing
arts, has a grand legacy of performing
great works for chorus, orchestra and
organ in a great space.

The Crescent Singers and Cres-
cent Chorale includes singers from
many area communities.

For concert and music informa-
tion, please contact the Church of-
fice at (908) 756-2468, from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Funding for this program has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

Virgin Records has released a fan-
tastic 2-disc anthology of sonic pio-
neer David Sylvian entitled, �Every-
thing & Nothing.� For the uniniti-
ated, Sylvian was the lead singer of
the 1980�s Avant-Garde/Neo Pro-
gressive group Japan. Upon the dis-
solution of that band, he continued
with a moderately successful solo
career. This solo anthology is a
great place to start as it contains all
of his classics including, �God�s
Monkey� �Ghosts� as well as �Jean
the Birdman.�

Finally, Sony/Columbia has re-
leased some notable music as of
late. I want to call attention to a new
artist on the 550 Music/Epic label,
Joe Bonamassa�s, �A New Day Yes-
terday.� While the unquestionable
highl ight is  this guitar wizard�s
bluesy cover of the Jethro Tull title
track, the whole album rocks from
start to finish.

If you are a fan of 1970�s guitar
crunch such as Pat Travers and Robin
Trower, you will need this album. It
makes perfect driving music. Drive
responsibly though!

Columbia has released a fairly
respectable two-CD Bob Dylan col-
lection, �The Essential Bob Dylan.�
While I would not go that far, it
does offer some remastered classic
under-appreciated Dylan chestnuts
such as �Lay Lady Lay,� �If Not For
You,� and �Forever Young.�

Epic Legacy has finally released
two essential REO Speedwagon al-
bums, the multi-platinum �Hi-Infi-
delity,� featuring such tunes as,
�Keep On Loving You� �Take It On
the Run� and �In Your Letter.�

Also check out the 1978 album,
�You Can Tune A Piano, But You
Can�t Tune A Fish, featuring �Roll
With the Changes� and �Time For
Me to Fly� Legacy does their usual
great remastering job and now it is
time for the live REO double album
to be reissued don�t you think?

For my next review, I hope to
have CD and DVD copies of Pink
Floyd tunesmith Roger Waters� live
�In The Flesh� as well as Neil Young�s
�Road Rock.�

For high end audio equipment or
c o m p o n e n t s ,  c h e c k  o u t
www.usedregular-hifi .com and ask
for Anthony.

*  *  *  *  *
Trivia Question: What are the

two different names that Led Zep�s
fourth album go by?

many years at N e w s d a y led to his
current position at the NBA.

The incredibly  informat ive
book includes the work of 34
writers and features a 32-page
�photo essay� that is amazing.
With a foreword written by NBA
great, Michael Jordan, the mam-
moth reference guide is extremely
readable.

While it does contain over 550
pages of statistics, the layout of
the encyclopedia is comprehen-
sive and coherent. Basketball lov-
ers are sure to revel in the his-
tory-filled pages.

I had a chance to talk with Mr.
Hubbard, who was kind enough
to take a moment out of his busy
NBA schedule to chat with T h e
Wes t f i e l d  Leade r and The Ti m e s
o f  S c o t c h  P l a i n s -Fanwo od. Mr.
Hubbard is extremely proud of
the encyclopedia, and he has writ-
ten two other books on the NBA
to date, �Six Times as Sweet,� (the
Chicago Bulls� 1998 champion-
ship;) and �One for San Antonio,�
(the Spurs� 1999 championship.)

Mr. Hubbard stated that he and his
staff explored what was working cur-
rently in the news media in regard to
sports. Magazines, he explained, were
extremely successful, and articles of-
ten included brilliant color photo es-
says. They decided to apply this to
their book, and the result is terrific.

The book also features over 300
black and white photos, and it is
very educational. A required-read-
ing book for pro-sports enthusi-
asts, I also think that the encyclo-
pedia is interesting and instruc-
tional for all readers.

The 1994 NBA book was a
success and very well received,
but Mr. Hubbard explained that
it was presented in a very tradi-
tional format. With the current
version, his vision was to truly
make the four and a half-pound
tome enjoyable to the reader,
and not have the feeling of a
t e x t b o o k .  P u b l i s h e d  b y
Doubleday, the tremendous in-
formation in the book is found in
well-written, interesting chapters
that include the history of the
sport, key players, great rivalries,
the early professional leagues,
the African/American influence,
and more .

Again, I am so impressed with
the talented, interesting people
that live here in Union County.
Who knew that an NBA pioneer
was right here in Westfield?

Congratulations to Jan Hubbard
and to the NBA for this informa-
tive and entertaining book. At
$50 a copy, this is a thoroughly
enjoyable book to add to your
library. With the holidays ap-
proaching, it will be the perfect
gift for the basketball lover in
your family.

Surrounded by the troops of
trees while conversing on the tele-
phone, Mrs. Meyers reflected back
on her organization�s good deed
and where the little arbors will
soon call home.�

�It�s a little tree and it�s all their
own,� she sighed with selfless
satisfaction.

Trisha Yurochko, who works
for  Chi ldren � s  Spec i a l i z ed
Hospital�s Marketing Department,
said, �The trees really boost their
spirits. They�re very cute and the
kids really appreciate them and so
do the families.�

She added, �Santa puts presents
under them, even though they�re
much larger than the trees!� �They
bring a little touch of the holiday
into their rooms.
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Tiny Trees

Have you had a celeb-
r i t y  e n c o u n t e r ?  I f  s o ,
p l e a s e  t e l l  u s :
michel le@goleader .com

Cheri Rogowsky for The Westfield Leader
 and The Times

ORCHESTRAL EXCELLENCE...The New Jersey Intergenerational Orches-
tra, led by Lorraine Marks, practiced for a concert in early December at
Cranford High School. The concert entitled, �Making Joyful Sounds,�
was one of the programs offered by the renowned ensemble which has
entertained and enlightened audiences for years throughout the area.

Westfield Gift Coin

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

$25
The Perfect Gift

Purchase Gift Coins at:
Summit Bank • Scotts Shoes

Lancaster, Ltd. • The Westfield Leader
Backroom Antiques • WACC & DWC – 105 Elm St.

For information call – (908) 233-3021

redeemable at over 75 Westfield Merchants

A Child...
a Piano...

a Dream.

Call us right now at

322 -7542
“Give the Gift of Music”

Scotch Plains Music
409 Park Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ

32 Years Experience • Greg • Mare Ellen


