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Metricom Gains Nod From Scotch Plains Zoning Board
For Antenna Panels to Gain Wireless Access to Internet

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The  Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Board of Adjustment approved
a variance application by Metricom,
a telecommunications developer
headquartered in San Jose, Ca., to
install 16 antenna panels on top of
the Jerusalem Road water tower, at
their meeting on Thursday, Decem-

ber 7.
Metricom’s antenna panels will

provide wireless Internet access to
Scotch Plains and the immediate
surrounding area at the speed of 128
kilobytes per second.

Metricom’s lawyer, Jason Sweet,
Mosabber Zaman, a civil engineer
and Joseph Barris, a professional
planner, testified before the board

enumerating the benefits of
Metricom’s service to the commu-
nity. The main selling point of
Metricom’s antenna placement, ac-
cording to Mr. Sweet, was that they
were creating a very minimal visual
disturbance to the neighborhoods by
placing their antennas on top of an
existing structure, which already
houses dozens of cell phone anten-

nas.
“The installation of Metricom’s

antennas will be barely noticeable
behind the coverage of landscaping
and trees in the area,” Mr. Zaman
told the board.

The panels are two-and-a-half feet
long and nine inches wide and will
be placed in four groups of four
panels in each of the cardinal sectors
of the tower’s roof, with each panel
facing a different direction, accord-
ing to Les St. Louis, Director of
Operations for the Metro Area. This
wired access point (WAP) is a main
relay station for smaller devices
called repeaters.

Approximately 32 repeater devices
will be placed on top of existing
PSE&G towers throughout Scotch
Plains. The repeaters enhance the
signal in each given area. These de-
vices, placed approximately four to
a square mile, are six inches wide by
one foot long and do not impose any
noticeable visual impact either, ac-
cording to Mr. Sweet.

Metricom’s New Jersey Market-
ing Manager, Roger Kabbash told
The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that
WAPs are only needed every 10 to 20
square miles depending on the ter-
rain of a given area, while repeaters
are needed every quarter to half mile.

The site will also require an en-
closed area on the ground, approxi-
mately seven feet by seven feet with
a concrete pad to house equipment.
The pen would be surrounded by a

10-foot high chain link fence.
During the public portion of the

meeting, Terrill Road resident Elyse
Heinemyer asked Mr. Zaman if he
had radiation measurements of the
cumulative effect of all the antennas
and if he knew whether the antennas’
radiation emissions could be detri-
mental to the water supply in the
towers.

Mr. Sweet assured Mrs. Heinemyer
and the public that the 16 watts emit-
ted by each antenna was a much
lower frequency than the 60 watts of
a typical household light-bulb, and
less radiation than sitting in front of
a television or computer.

Board Attorney Anthony Rinaldo
added that the radiation emitted by
these devices was 94 percent below
the Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) standard for maxi-
mum allowable emissions levels.

Mountain Avenue resident Thelma
Gerber was told by Mr. Zaman that
these and similar cell phone devices
were on a different frequency than
televisions or radios and were not the
cause of the interference that she
complained of experiencing in her
home. Mr. Zaman explained that the
FCC stringently regulated the fre-
quencies that these devices are al-
lowed to operate on so that they
would not interfere with home equip-
ment.

Mrs. Heinmyer and Mrs. Gerber
adamantly stated their objections to
the application despite Mr. Sweet’s
testimony.

Metricom, which started install-
ing their network in the summer of
2000, has obtained the right of way
to install their devices in 127 North-
ern New Jersey municipalities and in
60 municipalities in Central and
Southern New Jersey. They have al-
ready covered the entire New York
City Metro Area and they will com-
plete the installation of their network
in New Jersey over the next several
months, according to Mr. Kabbash.

When the service becomes avail-
able, it will be marketed under
Metricom’s Service Provider name
“Ricochet.”

Wireless Internet service is increas-
ingly being used by the business
sector, when away from their offices
or on their way to and from work,
especially by independent contrac-
tors and train commuters, according
to a Metricom representative.

The board also approved a vari-
ance application by Scotch Plains
resident Gaetamo Celentano for a
temporary use permit, to use the
second floor of his garage on Forest
Road as a personal storage and office
space facility.

Because the garage was at a loca-
tion other than his home, and be-
cause it was covered by a prior tem-
porary operating permit, it is neces-
sary for Mr. Celentano to obtain an
operating permit each year in order
to use his garage.

Mr. Celentano explained that the
downstairs of the garage is currently
being used by his tenants, who reside
on the property, and that he was
seeking a use permit to store light
tools, paint and office supplies on the
upper floor.

Several residents who live near the
garage questioned Mr. Celentano’s
intentions, objecting to the use of the
garage for commercial purposes. Mr.
Celentano assured the board and the
public that he only intended on using
the garage for personal use, light
repairs and personal computer work,
which was not a commercial pur-
pose.

The board also assured the public
that any violation of the non-com-
mercial use conditions could be re-
ported by the residents to the board
and would adversely affect approval
of the application in future years.

The application was approved with
several conditions, including no com-
mercial use, minimal traffic and no
overnight use.

Golden Agers Hear
Talk About Plans

For War Memorial
SCOTCH PLAINS – During a re-

cent meeting of the Scotch Plains
Golden Agers, President Jeanette
Rotella discussed a planned memo-
rial to those who served in World
War II, and how the commission
coordinating the project is seeking
contributions to reach its financial
goal.

The monument, to be erected in
Washington, D.C., will honor both
the men and women in uniform and
individuals who stayed behind pro-
ducing the war machinery.

A large picture showing the design
for the monument is now on display
in the window of Raven Optical,
located at 419 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

The Golden Agers collected funds
to honor family members who de-
fended their country during the war.

Donations in any amount may be
sent to: American Battle Monument
Commission, Courthouse Plaza –
Suite 501, 2300 Clarendon Boule-
vard, Arlington, Va. 22201.

Westfield Recreation Commission Posts
Slate of Activities for Winter Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Recreation Commission will spon-
sor a variety of programs and events
during the winter season.

Ski trips will be offered on the fol-
lowing Sundays: Camelback, January
7; Jack Frost, January 21; Montage,
February 4; Shawnee, February 18,
and Camelback, March 4. Additional
options are available at each ski area.

Bus trips will take place on the
following dates: Renault Winery,
Saturday, January 20; “Beauty and
the Beast on Ice,” Saturday, January
27; Franklin Mills Mall, Saturday,
February 3; New Jersey Devils
hockey game, Friday, February 16,
and Ringling Brothers and Barnum
and Bailey Circus on Sunday, March
18. All trips will leave from the
Westfield Municipal Building, lo-

cated at 425 East Broad Street.
Several programs will also be pre-

sented at the Municipal Building. A
nutritionist will appear on Wednes-
day, January 10, at 10 a.m.; hypno-
tists will be featured on Monday,
January 22, at 7:30 p.m., and a
Qigong demonstration will be held
on Monday, February 5, at 7:30
p.m. There will be no charge for any
of these programs.

In addition, a First Aid/Cardiop-
ulmonary Resuscitation course for
adults will be presented on Satur-
day, February 10, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Westfield/Mountainside
Red Cross Chapter House, 321 Elm
Street, and a chemistry workshop
will take place on Sunday, February
25, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Municipal
Building. There is a fee for each of

NEW MEN’S STORE...Jos. A. Bank Clothiers recently held a grand opening for its new store at 121 Quimby Street in
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Downtown Westfield Corporation Chairman Douglas Schwarz, Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim, store manager Ralph S. Heuser, Regional Sales Director Brent Thompson and Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce Chairman Darryl Walker.

these programs.
Additional programs will include

two five-week sessions of Massage
Therapy, to be held Tuesdays, Janu-
ary 9 through February 6, from 10:30
a.m. to noon, and on Mondays, Feb-
ruary 12 through March 19, from 7
to 8:30 p.m. The fee is $32 per
person for each session.

Adult Painting/Drawing will be
offered on Tuesdays, January 9
through March 20, from 5 to 6:30
p.m. The fee is $40 per person. Both
Massage Therapy and Painting/
Drawing will take place at the Mu-
nicipal Building.

There is a per person fee for most
of the programs. For further infor-
mation or to register for any of the
activities, please call the Recreation
Office at (908) 789-4080.

Miller-Cory Plans Celebration
Of Irish-Scottish Yule Customs
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 17, Irish Christmas and Scot-
tish New Year customs will be fea-
tured from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Miller-
Cory House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Bob Wade of Cranford will per-
form both Irish and Scottish bagpipe
music during the afternoon. A pre-
sentation by Christine Glazer of
Cranford will cover both Irish and
Scottish traditional holiday customs
of the early colonial settlers.

Sherry Lange of Cranford and

Cathy Seale of Roselle will prepare
authentic Irish and Scottish recipes
over an open hearth fireplace. Taste
treats will also be available for visi-
tors to sample. Tours of the farm-
house will be conducted by costumed
docents. The last tour will begin at 4
p.m.

The gift shop features a variety of
Colonial reproductions, crafts, cook-
books and educational material. In
addition, Sandra Frank of Westfield,
a Miller-Cory volunteer, will exhibit
several of her watercolors, which
reflect the landmark home’s past.

For information about the
museum’s upcoming winter activi-
ties, please call the office at (908)
232-1776.

NEWLY RELOCATED...Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Chairman Darryl Walker, left, and Mayor Thomas C.
Jardim and his daughter, Cecile, center, use Westfield’s “giant scissors” to mark the grand opening of Meeker’s Florist
new location, 427 South Avenue. Owner Elena Ciervo, right, now offers two floors of flowers, plants and accessories, as
well as elegant gifts, cards and gourmet baskets.

BEST WISHES
FOR 2001

The Staff at Anthony James
would like to thank you and

our affiliates for making
2000 another prosperous year.

www.anthonyjames.com
Over 10 Years of Excellence

Cub Scout Pack Enjoys Visit
From Officer and K-9 Partner

Red Cross Chapter Seeks
Volunteers in Varied Areas

HELPING THEIR COMMUNITY…Westfield Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts
recently delivered 1,341 bags of food from local homes to the Westfield Food
Pantry at Holy Trinity School during “Scouting for Food,” the scouting
organization’s annual Good Turn. The food was used to fill Thanksgiving
baskets and help supply the pantry. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood drive garnered
1,030 bags for the food pantry at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Pictured
are Westfield scouts Greg Ryan, Jr. of Troop No. 77, left, and Joseph McCabe
of Troop No. 73, sorting food for storage at the Holy Trinity pantry.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross is seeking people to
serve as volunteers in all areas.

Drivers are needed Monday
through Friday for the “motor works”
program, which provides local resi-
dents with transportation to medical
and professional appointments.
Hours and days are flexible.

Clerical and computer (data entry)
volunteers are also needed. Individu-
als may volunteer as few or as many
hours or days as they wish. No previ-

ous experience is needed and train-
ing will be provided.

In addition, the chapter is looking
for individuals to instruct classes in
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation,
First Aid, Babysitting and Life Guard-
ing. Anyone who is an instructor or
who would like to become one may
visit the Chapter House, located at
321 Elm Street in Westfield, or call
Linda Johnson, Director of Health
and Safety, at (908) 232-7090 for
more information or to set up an
interview.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Cub Scout Pack No. 34 was recently
treated to a special 50-minute pre-
sentation by Union County Sheriff
Special Officer Chris Aversa and his
K-9 partner, Lando, at a pack meet-
ing at Evergreen School in Scotch
Plains.

Officer Aversa and Lando, a spe-
cially-trained, 80-pound German
Shepherd, are part of the Union
County Search and Rescue K-9 Unit.
The unit is used to search buildings,
locate missing persons and detect
narcotics, as well as for bomb and
arson investigations and specialized
patrol functions.

Highlights of the program for the
scouts and their families included
demonstrations of Lando’s ability to
find hidden objects and his appre-
hension of a volunteer “fugitive,”
wearing special protective clothing.
The scouts were allowed to pet Lando
at the conclusion of the program.

Pack No. 34 is part of the Patriot’s
Path Council of the Boy Scouts of
America. The pack includes six dens
and a total of 50 scouts. In addition
to individual den meetings several
times a month, all scouts in Pack
No. 34 and their family members
gather once a month for a pack
meeting.

JCC to Welcome
Author on Fitness

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey’s Fitness Department will host
a program featuring Dr. Edward
Jackowski, author of “Hold It! You’re
Exercising Wrong” and the soon-to-
be published “Escape Your Shape,”
on Sunday, January 21, from 1:30 to
3 p.m.

Dr. Jackowski, Chief Executive
Officer of Exude, Inc., a one-on-one
fitness company in New York City,
will speak at the Jewish Community
Campus, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

For more information, please call
Karen Rosen, Fitness Director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 224.
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