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LADY RAIDERS RETURN 4 STARTERS

Raider Cagers Stress
Steady Improvement

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing strong is always an asset
for the future, especially if four of
five starters return. Last year, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team did just that by
stunning the sixth-seeded Shabazz
Bulldogs, 62-58, in the state sec-
tional game then played even ball
with third-seeded Morristown for
three quarters before falling, 57-44,
in Morristown.

“They beat us twice earlier in the
year. That was a big win for us,” said
Head Coach Brian Homm of the
Shabazz game. “And with
Morristown, it was anybody’s game
going into the fourth quarter. That
shows how much our team pro-

gressed.”
The Raiders’ big gun, center Katie

Feighner, who led in rebounds and in
scoring, has graduated.

“We have four returning starters
which is nice, but we are still kind of
a young team,” pointed out Homm.
“We are going to miss Katie. It will
be a big void to fill.”

However, filling that void will be
6’1” sophomore Erin Gillooly, who
has proven to be tough under the
boards both offensively and defen-
sively.

“Erin is doing a good job in the
middle and we will be looking to get
the ball to her,” said Homm.

The Raiders are, however, not nec-
essarily a large team. “Other than

Raiders Face Rebuilding Year, Blue Devils Are Improving
Panthers, Indians, Cougars Will Vie for UC Mat Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team is facing a
rebuilding year while the Westfield
and Governor Livingston wrestlers,
not expected to be near the top of the
pack for Union County dominance,
seem to be heading in the right direc-
tion with the addition of some fine
freshmen. Expected to be battling it
out for that dominance are Cranford,
Roselle Park and Rahway.

The SP-F Raiders still have sev-
eral outstanding wrestlers in the
lineup but did graduate several fine
wrestlers. Both the Blue Devils and
the Highlanders are comprised of
predominantly sophomores and
some juniors, who have varsity ex-
perience, and have added some fine
freshmen.

However, Cranford, Roselle Park

and Rahway have a well-balanced
squad sprinkled with some super-
stars. But the defending champion
Roselle Park Panthers and Union
have bolstered their teams with some
very impressive freshmen.

The District 11 tournament, hosted
by Westfield will experience a slight
shift. The Raiders have been shifted
from District 12 and will join the
Blue Devils and a field of seven
additional teams, including powers
Rahway and Cranford.

Keeping in mind that Roselle Park
is laden with superb wrestlers and
Union and Elizabeth have some fine
matmen in the lineup, following is a
preview of promising individuals in
several western Union County
schools.

RATING SYSTEM:
*Proven Quality Wrestler

**Top-notch, State Qualifier

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders graduated several

impressive wrestlers and some gaps
must be filled.

“We have five or six individuals,
who are going to win on a regular
basis,” said Head Coach Dave Bello.
“And the rest of the kids are very
inexperienced. We have a very young
team, but the future looks very, very
good.”

The Raiders do have promise in
freshman Derek Francavilla at 103;
however, that class seems to be very
competitive this season.

POSSIBLE LINEUP:
103: — Derek Francavilla (9) or Eric
Connolly (9)
112: — Ron Ferrara (9)
119: — Open
125: — DeNichilo (11)
130: — Scott Garrity (12)
135: — Charles Lee (12)
140: — Lucas Francavilla (11) or Pat
Romeo (11)
145: — Pete Civins (12)
152: — Mike Walker (9)
160: — Open
171: — Tyler Stender (11)
189: — Gary Cousar (12)
215: — Matt Loomis (10)
Hwt: — Andrew Loomis (9)

Matt DeNichilo  (Junior, 125):
Last year at 103, DeNichilo placed
third in District 12, fourth in the
Union County tournament (UCT) and
finished with a 19-9 record. Bounc-
ing up three classes should not be a
problem.

“In pre-season, we had a program

where we would run and lift,” pointed
out DeNichilo. “So, as a team, we
should be in good shape.”

*Lucas Francavilla (Junior 135):
Francavilla qualified for the Region
3 tournament in both his freshman
and sophomore seasons. At 125,
Francavilla placed second in District
12 and in the county and boasted an
18-8 record.

Francavilla, who has “muscled up”
feels that he has a shot at a District
title and will have an impact in the
region.

**Gary Cousar (Senior 189):
Cousar could be known as the big
gun for the Raiders. Last year at 189,
he placed first in both the Union
County and District 12 tournaments,
was named Outstanding Wrestler in
District 12, placed second in Region
3 then was defeated in the
wrestlebacks of the NJSIAA tourna-
ment at the Continental Airlines
Arena. With all of those credentials
to go with his 27-5 record, Cousar
could be expected to return to the
Meadowlands.

“I have been working out in an
advanced weight training class and
have been getting stronger. I have a
good chance at states,” said Cousar.
“There are no returners at my weight
in the area.”

*Matt Loomis (Sophomore, 215):
Speaking of maturity as a freshman,
on several occasions the Raiders’

fate rested on Loomis’ shoulders and,
every time, he came through with a
huge victory. At 215, Loomis placed
second in the county tournament,
third in District 12 and finished with
a 20-5 record.

“I know Danny Garay (Rahway)
will be in my class. In past years, he
had a tough time with (Ishmael)
Medley (Elizabeth) but had more
success with him last year,” said
Loomis. “This year, I would like to
pull off a few upsets.”

Westfield:
The Blue Devils have experienced

a few years of growing pains; how-
ever, they are growing. A good turn-
out of freshmen, including Matt
McManus (103) and Lee Tomasso
(130/135), will make the future
brighter. Sophomores Ethan Powell,
Dan MacDonald and Joe DeCampo
along with junior Chris MacKay
could promise a winning record.

“He is going to have a good year.
He wrestled a lot over the summer,”
said Head Coach Glen Kurz of
DeCampo. “And Danny
(MacDonald) is a physical kid. He is

still young and he is improving his
technique.”

Co-Captains junior John
Leonardis (125/130) and senior Ja-
son Reyes (160/171) could lead the
way to a successful season.

“Ethan and John have been look-
ing very good in the scrimmages.
Either one will do well,” commented
Kurz.

POSSIBLE LINEUP:
103: — McManus (9)
112: — DeCampo (10)
119: — Ian Eldridge (9) or Greg Kivetz (9)
125: — Eric Gale (11) or Leonardis (11)
130: — Powell (10)
135: — Tomasso (9)
140: — Jimmy Villane (12) or Gil
Arbitsman (10)
145: — MacDonald (10)
152: — Dave Geenberg (12)
160: — Chris Gismondi (11)
171: — Reyes (12)
189: — Mike Barbiere (11)
215: — Open
Hwt: — Chris MacKay (11)

160/171 Justin Reyes (Senior):
He came on strong last year and had
some memorable bouts with Shaun
Colvin of Linden and has a good
chance of qualifying for the regions.

Rebounding, Patience Spell
‘Win’ for Devil Boy Cagers

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield high School boys
basketball program has not had a
reputation for winning. Their last
state tournament berth was in 1992.
This year the Devils look to change
that trend by returning four starters,
and a total of six players from last
years 4-16 squad.

The last Westfield season with a
.500 record or better was in 1988.
With all the returning talent Coach
Kevin Everly believes the Devils can
turn it around.

The team is returning a strong
back court, led by sophomore point
guard Eric Turner and the team’s
leading scorer last year, junior co-
captain Jim McKeon (12.7 points per
game ppg). Turner, who averaged
6.5 ppg and led the team with 41
assists, will create opportunities for
teammates with his great driving
ability.

In the front court the team features
two big men, junior center Dan
DeSerio (5.7 ppg and 4.8 rebounds
per game rpg) and junior power for-
ward Jay Cook (7.8 ppg and 5.9 rpg).
They can extend defenses with their
shooting and give Westfield some
much needed rebounding.

Joining them up front will be the
team’s lone senior, co-captain Jon
Semenoro (5.5 ppg). He is a spot
shooter who will provide a spark
with his outside shooting ability.

The only loss the Devils suffered is

the graduation of their captain from
a year ago, Jeff Weber. He was a team
leader and good outside shooter.

Off the bench for Westfield is their
most versatile player, Donnell Clark,
who can play both back court posi-
tions and small forward. Clark’s
shooting, driving and rebounding
ability will a valuable asset to the
Devils success.

Backing up DeSerio and Cook will
be juniors Adam Turner (2.2 ppg)
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Ron Fiorilli (189)
New Providence

Lucas Francavilla
Raiders (135/140)

Matt Loomis (215)
SPF Raiders

Gary Cousar (189)
SPF Raiders

Jesse Campanelli
Rahway (152)

Danny Garay (215)
Rahway

Rob Verhoeven (145)
Cranford

Greg Donofrio (152/60)
Cranford

Pat Daly (112/119)
Cranford
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Lady Devil Cagers Stress
Strong Team Work Ethic

By STEVEN KRAKAUER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Lady
Basketballers are set for another ex-
citing season. Leading the crew are
senior Co-Captains Carolyn
Matthews and Karen Manahan in the
1-2 spot. Combining speed and in-
side power, the Blue Devils look to
be a contender this year.

Following a dismal 5-16 season,
however losing many games simply
by five points or less, the Devils and
Head Coach Joe Marino are expect-
ing better results. Manahan and
Matthews are expected to be leading
the charge both on and off the court.
Last season Manahan grabbed 46
steals and was first in assists (53),
second in rebounds (87), and third in
points (140). Matthews put up com-
mendable numbers as well, totaling
44 assists (second on team) and scor-
ing 85 points.

“We have excellent captains this
year. They are role models for the
team and display great leadership,”
said Marino.

Another bright spot in the Devils’
offense is junior Jackie Cusimano.
Last year, Cusimano was a sharp-
shooter from beyond the arch, as she
led the team with 30 three-pointers.
Additionally, she was the leading
scorer on the predominately upper-
classmen team with a monstrous 217
points. Another junior starter is first
year girl Nicole Infantino. She pro-
vides a colossal force down in the
low post, and is the perfect compli-
ment to Matthews, Manahan and
Cusimano’s quick, outside play.

Freshman Ali McMahon has broken
into the starting lineup and offers plenty
of excitement. Her play is ferocious
and her ability to convert on both ends
of the court will be a huge boost to
Wesfield’s experienced line-up.

Marino, in his second season with
the team, is confident about this year.
“The girls really applied themselves
during the off-season. Most either
played summer ball or AAU and
were able to play together a lot. If we
work together we have a good chance

to succeed this year.”
The teamwork strategy must ex-

tend even past the starting five. Load-
ing the bench with power in the likes
of junior Suanne Hutchinson and
senior Margaret Brautigan will bol-
ster the Devils’ artillery. Displaying
the strategy voiced by Coach Marino,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
CO-CAPTAINS AND VERY OLD FRIENDS…Blue Devil senior Carolyn
Matthews, left, and Karen Manahan will share the responsibilities as Co-
Captains of the girls basketball team. Matthews and Manahan have been
playing organized basketball together since the fourth grade.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BOYS BASKETBALL CO-CAPTAINS…Junior Jim McKeon, left, and senior
Jon Semenoro will share the responsibilities of guiding the Westfield High
School boys basketball team to victory.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times

GUIDING THE LADY RAIDERS…Seniors Katie Blom, left, and Nawja Glover
have been named as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School girls basketball
team Co-Captains.


