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Westfield Voters
To Decide Fate

Of $21 Mil. Bond
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, December 12, voters
in Westfield will go to the polls to
cast their ballots in a special election
to determine the fate of an over $21
million improvement plan for
Westfield High School.

The plan contains three major com-
ponents, according to Dr. William J.
Foley, Superintendent of Schools.
These components are, a 55,000
square foot addition to the science
wing at the high school, general reno-
vations to the high school and the
construction of a Girls’ Athletic Com-
plex adjacent to Kehler Stadium.

Of that $21 million dollar plan, the
district is eligible to receive $6.5
million in state aid, which will leave
almost $15 million to be borrowed in
a 20-year bond. At a 6 percent inter-
est rate, what this means for taxpay-
ers is a 7 cent tax increase on every
$100 of assessed value. This equates
to an increase of approximately $126
annually of the property taxes on the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $178,000.

The district has two outstanding
bonds currently. One which was
passed in 1986, goes until August 1,
2001, with $494,000 remaining on
the principal to be paid back. The
other, passed in 1998 for improve-
ments to the district’s elementary
schools has $11,595,000 remaining.

According to Dr. Foley, the district
may also be eligible for retroactive
aid on the 1998 bond under the School
Facilities Improvement Act in the
sum of 40 percent of the bond amount.

Dr. Foley said that after this bond,
he and the Board of Education do not
see the need for more bonds.

“Yes, we will continue to have a
maintenance budget and capital im-
provements, but no more bonds,” the
superintendent stated.

Dr. Foley noted that it is difficult to
foresee need, since the school popu-
lation in Westfield is growing rap-
idly.

“We can’t put up a ‘no vacancy’
signs,” he said.

He said that the timing on this
bond was excellent, with the state
funds being available. Dr. Foley noted
that there are 75 New Jersey school
districts with bond referenda set for
December 12.

“There are more districts seeking
money than there is money,” he
added.

When asked about the fate of this
bond, he said, “I like to be optimis-
tic, but I’m unsure (if it will pass).”
He noted that people who are against
an increase in property taxes are not
against improvements to the schools.

The superintendent urged residents
to vote, saying “this is important to
everyone regardless of whether you
have children.”

MAKING THE TOWN FESTIVE...A dozen members from the Garden Club of
Westfield brought the Christmas spirit to Broad and Elm Streets last week as
they swirled bright red ribbons around the evergreens that grow in eight
planters placed at the intersection. Co-Chairwomen in charge of the planters,
Joanne Sullebarger, left, and Jeanne Glass proudly observe their creations.

Westfield Woman Killed
While Attempting

To Cross North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 30-year-old Westfield woman
was killed Monday evening when
she was struck by two vehicles while
attempting to cross North Avenue,
West, to get to her car, authorities
said.

The victim, identified as Sherry
Warman, was pronounced dead at
the scene by paramedics following
the accident, which occurred at 5:45
p.m. in the 800 block of North Av-
enue, West.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
said Ms. Warman was trying to get
to her 1999 Ford, which was parked
across the street from her home,
when the incident occurred. She
was not in a pedestrian crosswalk
when she was hit, the lieutenant
confirmed.

The victim was struck in the west-
bound lane by a 1993 Saab driven by
Lawrence Lerner, 65, of Warren, the
lieutenant said. The impact threw
her into the eastbound lane, where
she was hit by a 1976 Pontiac Catalina
operated by Michael Easse, 63, of
Cranford. Both drivers stopped at the

scene.
Neither of the men were charged

in the incident and there was no
evidence that either of them was
traveling at excessive speed, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau confirmed. The
speed limit at the location where the
accident occurred is 35 miles per
hour.

While the weather was clear that
night, Lieutenant Parizeau said that
darkness may have been a contrib-
uting factor in the tragedy. He said
the accident “was very similar to
the East Broad ones,” referring to
two pedestrian fatalities which oc-
curred in the town nearly two years
ago.

In January of 1999, 71-year-old
Ellen Interdonato of Scotch Plains
was struck by a vehicle as she crossed
East Broad Street en route to her car
following an evening concert at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Just one month later, a 23-year-old
Perth Amboy resident, Anna
Tkacova, who worked as a nanny for
a Westfield family, was killed as she
attempted to cross East Broad to pick
up a child from an after-school pro-
gram at Temple Emanu-El.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
POLISH TRADITIONS…Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield celebrated all things Polish last Sunday. Docents
prepared traditional foods, including potato pierogis, herring in cream sauce and a fruit compote to be sampled by visitors
to the museum.

School Official Optimistic That Referendum
Will Be Passed By Westfield Voters on Dec. 12

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield School Bond, part
of an over $21 million improvement
plan for Westfield High School, will
be put to vote on Tuesday, December
12. The potential tax impact on
Westfield residents, makes this plan,
like any other, a sensitive issue.

The bond referendum is the sec-
ond placed before voters by Board of
Education in the past two years. Vot-
ers supported an $11.7 million refer-
endum in December 1998 following
rejection by voters in 1994 of a $7.6
million bond request. The 1998 bond
funded additional classrooms at
McKinley and Franklin Elementary
Schools.

The 1994 bond was to fund addi-
tional classrooms at six schools. Fol-
lowing the referendum’s defeat, the
school board developed a plan to
create more classrooms at three
schools.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert A. Berman has said
that there does not seem to be orga-
nized opposition to the bond, but that
people appear to be in favor of it.

One community group strongly in
favor of the passage of the bond has
been the Westfield School Boosters
Association, who committed to help-

ing the Board of Education get the
bond passed.

Marty Silverman, President of the
Optimist Club of Westfield, said he has
spoken with many members, but has
not taken a formal poll of the club’s
membership. “There hasn’t been a
consensus among our members.”

Mr. Silverman did note that the
club’s focus is on the schools, there-
fore, “my own suspicion is that mem-

bers are in support of the bond.”
Past Optimist Club president and

Westfield High School social studies
teacher, Thomas Hornish, said that,
“historically the club’s focus is to
promote anything that supports the
youth.”

Dr. William J. Foley, who serves as
Superintendent of Schools in
Westfield as well as the Rotary Club
President, said that the Rotary does

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Parents, Staff Express Concerns
Over Parking Woes at Franklin

not take official positions on com-
munity issues. Dr. Foley did note that
he made a bond presentation to the
club’s members, but that he did not
ask for the club’s endorsement of the
bond issue.

Hye-Young Choi of Coldwell
Banker Realty in Westfield said,
“People are interested, it’s a sensi-
tive issue, but I don’t think it’s going
to change the market.”

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A contingent of faculty and par-
ents from Franklin Elementary
School turned out at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing to address a growing parking
problem at the elementary school.

Franklin, Westfield’s largest el-
ementary school, has seen staff num-
bers rise by 25 people over the last 10
years, which, according to Westfield
Education Association building rep-
resentative Kathy Stamberger, means

an additional 25 cars. This, Mrs.
Stamberger noted, does not include
visitors or lunch aides who are only
at the school for a short time.

Over the past two years, there have
been reports of seven cars damaged
around the school while parked in
the street. A number of windshields
have been reportedly broken by balls
or other things coming from the
school’s playground area. In one in-
stance, a car had a tree branch fall on
it, only to have the owner be told by
the town that if the rotting condition
of the tree had previously been re-
ported, the tree would have been
taken care of.

Currently, the teachers noted, that
residents around the school are pil-
ing leaves in the street, which does
not allow for parking in those areas.

Additionally, some residents have
taken to putting traffic cones in front
of their houses to prevent parking.

Board Member Eileen Satkin urged
the board to write a letter to the Town
Council addressing the issue of the
leaves, snow and street conditions.

“It’s not going to be an easy solu-
tion,” she said.

Board Member Annemarie Puleio
noted that leaves around the schools
are supposed to be bagged, not merely
piled in the street.

Board Vice President Arlene
Gardner noted that it seems as though
the neighbors of the school are not
being very considerate to the school’s
needs.

The majority of the balance of the
meeting was used to address the
board’s Technology Update.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert A. Berman said

that since the Administrative
Network’s inception four years ago,
there have been 97 computers placed
on the network, 72 of which are four
or more years old. The remaining 25
computers have been replaced within
the last 18 months.

Five of those computers replaced
were replaced this year. Mr. Berman
noted that one contributing factor is
the overuse of the computers, which
are used “all day, every day.”

Mr. Berman noted that a goal of
the administration is to restructure
the network’s management team to
reduce contracted services and in-
crease the use of in-house personnel.

Mrs. Puleio urged the board, “Don’t
let the administration get ‘A’ grade
(computers) and classes get ‘B’
grade.”

Director of Technology Darlene
Nowak noted that while initially the
district had computers in self-con-
tained labs or offices, currently all
classrooms and related spaces are
provided with computers and net-
work access. Ms. Nowak said that
there are 2,300 network “drops” in
the schools. A “drop” she said is an
outlet in the wall where users can
plug in network adapted hardware.

She said that while originally
schools used either dial-up or cable
modems to connect to the Internet,
now all network computers have ac-
cess to the Internet over that net-
work.

Prior to 1999, Ms. Nowak said,
only the administration was on the
district network, but as of December
2000 there are 6,000 users on the
network. Ms. Nowak said that when

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Acts to Hike
Meter Fees; Proposals

For Deck Design Received
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council took
action Tuesday night to double fees for
on-street and municipal parking lot
meters from 25 to 50 cents per hour.

The ordinance will come up for a
second reading and public hearing
on Tuesday, December 19. The ordi-
nance also extends operating hours
of the meters from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday though Saturday.

The fee increase follows similar
action taken by the Town Council to
hike commuter permit fees.

Officials have said the fee increases
are being put forth in order for the
town to build a sufficient revenue
source aimed at reducing debt for the
beginning years of operation of a
downtown parking deck.

The Town Council opted this past
summer to build a two- to three-tier
parking garage of 600 to 850 spaces,
estimated at $12 million, on existing
surface parking lots located on Pros-
pect and Elm Streets.

The town has sought proposals for
the design phase of the parking deck
from firms specializing in professional
engineering and architectural services.

Town Administrator Thomas Shan-
non told The Westfield Leader that he
wants to move forward on contracting
with a firm this month. He said three
companies, including Rich and Asso-
ciates out of Michigan, which com-
pleted a comprehensive parking and
feasibility study to build a downtown
deck, have replied to the town’s legal
notice. The other two firms are located
in New York City and New Jersey.

“I really want to move on this
project,” Mr. Shannon said.

According to a request for propos-
als legal notice published in The
Leader on November 16, the second
phase of the deck project includes
pre-design work encompassing soil
analysis, as well as property, utility
and environmental surveys.

The firm that is hired will also be
asked to complete a schematic de-
sign which includes architectural
options for the deck, as well as con-
sideration of nearby businesses and
residential properties and consider-
ation of a commercial and/or resi-
dential development along the front-
age of the parking garage.

The successful firm may also be
asked to prepare documents to hire a
contractor to build the deck, as well as
administer the construction phase of
the project.

The town anticipates closing the
Elm and Prospect lots for construction
of the deck beginning in January 2002,
with the deck expected to open to some
users by mid-November of 2002.

In other business, representatives
of The Westfield Foundation spoke
before the Town Council as the orga-
nization celebrates its 25th year in
existence.

Gerald J. Glasser, President of the
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, said

the Trustees are “trying to even the
playing field by reaching out to com-
munity leaders” by asking them to
encourage organizations to make
grant applications to the Foundation.

He said larger organizations submit
detailed proposals while smaller
groups often prepare “skimpy” pro-
posals, which he said is likely due to
a lack time to organize grant requests.

Mr. Glasser explained that the
Foundation is a trust fund that ben-
efits Westfielders. He said over the
years, the Foundation has “given out
hundreds of grants to non-profit or-
ganizations.” The Foundation does
not give out grants to individuals.

Gail A. Cassidy, who heads up the
Grants Committee, noted that the Foun-
dation has grown from $2,000 to $9
million in assets over the past quarter
of a century. A total of $2.5 million has
been given out in the form of grants
since the Foundation’s inception.

The assets are generated from an-
nual donations from the community
and large awards from estates.

Mrs. Cassidy said that two-thirds
of the Foundation’s grant budget this
year was geared toward education
programs ranging from computers
for senior citizens to funding the
hockey and girls lacrosse’ teams at
Westfield High School. A drug and
alcohol abuse awareness program at
the second grade level, as well as a
program for at-risk kids at the high
school, was also funded.

The Foundation has also helped
community groups boost member-
ship, such as the Westfield Sym-
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SP-F Voters Prepare to Go To Polls and Decide
Fate Of $35 Million School Bond Referendum

transfer will be necessary regardless of
how the vote on the bond referendum
turns out. According to a bond referen-
dum fact sheet, by moving the fifth
grade into the middle schools, the board
will only have to add classrooms onto
two schools, Coles and Terrill, saving
the district from having to add onto all
six grammar schools.

Also outlined in the fact sheet, the
board explained how overcrowding,
shared spaces, lack of walls in open
space areas and lack of ADA accommo-
dations all contribute to less than ad-
equate facilities. For example, each
school has only one multi-purpose room,
which serves as the school’s gymna-
sium, cafeteria and auditorium.

Each of these areas must compromise
their needs in order to accommodate the
other uses.

Open classrooms, separated by wall-
dividers create major noise problems,
which distract many students and old
electrical wiring does not support today’s
computer technology requirements.

Many different organizations and
prominent citizens from both munici-
palities have come forward to publicly
state their support for this project and
their hope that residents will vote favor-
ably to approve the bond referendum on
December 12.

Opposition to the bond referendum
has been expressed by some residents
who maintain that the tax structure is
unfairly burdensome to people without
children in the school system.

Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association President Ray Par-
don expressed his opinion that this project
is necessary for the overall good of the
community. He said that the business
association is in favor of this proposal
because quality education is essential to
a literate and well-educated workforce.

He also pointed out that the increased
value in real estate is a benefit that will
be realized by everyone, even those who
do not have children in the school sys-
tem.

ERA Suburban Realtor Dom Lamastra
expressed his opinion that although the
project will not significantly increase
the value of homes, an inadequate school
system can adversely affect real estate
values.

“One of the most important factors
that home buyers look for is a quality
school system. If people hear that our
facilities are inadequate, the value of
real estate will suffer,” he said

He added that the estimated tax in-
crease is not significant enough to ad-
versely affect the market.

“If this were a very large tax increase
it could adversely affect the market, but
this is not a significant enough increase
to lower real estate values,” he said.

Neither the Scotch Plains Senior
Citizen’s Coalition nor the Rotary Club,
who were contacted by The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, had an official
position on the bond referendum.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SINGING IN THE SEASON…During Union County’s Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony at the Mountainside Stables in the Watchung Reservation, the
Celebration Singers of Cranford ushered in the holiday season with festive
melodies for all to enjoy.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• A North Avenue hair salon reported

the theft of $1,932.67 in currency, ac-
cording to police. The matter remained
under investigation this week.

• Police received a report concerning
a shoplifting incident at a North Avenue
pharmacy. The suspect was described as
a white male in his 50s, 6 feet tall with a
medium build, having dark hair streaked
with gray and a full beard, and wearing
a dark blue sweatshirt with a “Navy
SEALS” logo.

According to police, the pharmacy’s
security system was activated as the sus-
pect exited the premises, alerting store
personnel. The suspect then fled across the
railroad tracks at the rear of the store. It
was unknown what merchandise was taken.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
• Four Westfield men were arrested

and charged with disorderly conduct fol-
lowing an altercation on Central Avenue.
The suspects — identified as Manuel
Gomez, 41, Romano Santiago, 22, José
Santiago, 25, and Jorge Cabrera, 42 –
were released on their own recognizance.

• Two Westfield women who were
traveling in a motor vehicle on South
Avenue, West, reported they were the
victims of simple assault during an alter-
cation with the occupants of another
vehicle.

The incident occurred in the 900 block of
that street. According to police, the victims
stated they were struck in the face and that
one of them was pushed to the ground.

Neither of the victims was injured,
police said, and no one was charged in
connection with the incident at press time.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
• It was reported to police that some-

one spray painted the side of a house on
West Broad Street.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
• Angela Winters, 27, of Mountainside

was arrested on Mountain Avenue near
Park Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and with refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalyzer test. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

• A Barchester Way resident reported an
act of burglary and theft at his residence in
which an undetermined amount of jewelry
and a chess set were removed. Entry was
gained by breaking a window, police said.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• License plates were reported stolen

from a motor vehicle in a driveway on
Cumberland Street.

• A 10-foot by 8-foot rug valued at
$1,800 was reported stolen from a va-
cant apartment on Sussex Street. Police
said entry was gained through the front
door.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the wiring is completed, there will
be over 100 miles of network cable
installed.

Some highlights of the technol-
ogy program in the schools, she
noted, have been “distributed re-
search services” in the high school
down to the fifth grades. This al-
lows students to search the library
card catalogs from their classes in-
stead of having to go to the library
to do so. Also, she said that every
teacher, principal and administra-
tor has been given access to e-mail,
which has enhanced communica-
tions. Ms. Nowak also discussed the
district’s file and print services, as
well as security features.

She said that every user has ac-
cess to space on the district’s file
server to save work and other files.
She highlighted the networked print
services which allow users to print
to any number of printers, which
reduce the delays if a certain printer
might be out of order. Network se-
curity, she said, provides each user
with a unique log-in and password.

Ms. Nowak noted that the district
boasts 1,500 connected devices, in-
cluding 400 new computers. She
also discussed the provision of
laptops for teachers at Westfield
High School.

She also discussed the challenges
to the technology initiative in the
schools, such as equipment that
doesn’t work and getting teachers

to incorporate technology into their
curricula.

Ms. Novak spoke of the focus
having been on expansion, and now
shifting to enhancement. In terms
of budget priorities for the next year,
Ms. Nowak said the focus has to be
on technical support and curricu-
lum integration. Also, she said, the
district needs to deal with upgrades
and new purchases to keep moving
forward.

Board Member B. Carol Molnar
asked, “Does technology increase
student achievement?”

Dr. Foley said that he has not seen
definitive evidence to prove either
way.

Parents, Staff Express Concerns
Over Parking Woes at Franklin

Kathy Jackson Receives
Masters of Arts in Teaching
From Fairleigh Dickinson
WESTFIELD — Kathy Jackson

of Westfield, received her Masters of
Arts in Teaching (M.A.T. degree)
from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity this past summer.

To fulfill the degree requirement,
Ms. Jackson taught at her alma mater,
Roosevelt Intermediate School 6th
grade World Geography under the
mentorship of Karen Lust.

Ms. Jackson is employed by the
Scotch Plains - Fanwood School
District as an 8th grade World His-
tory / Cultures teacher.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Coach Remembers
Courtney E. Metzger
For Spirit and Talent

Courtesy of The Northeastern News of Northeastern University

SHARING GOOD TIMES...Courtney
Metzger, left, and her friend Kristi Keller
pose for a photo at Northeastern University
in Boston.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Courtney
Elizabeth Metzger was recalled by
her former coach this week for her
vibrant personality, as well as her
skill on the field, while a member of
the varsity girls’ soccer team at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

“A great person to have on the
team, a hard worker, always in a
great mood,” said Frank Butz, who
coached her during her junior and
senior years. “She was a very impor-
tant part of our team and fun to be
around.”

The 21-year-old, who graduated
in 1998, died last Friday at Danbury
Hospital in Connecticut of in-
juries she sustained in a high-
way accident that occurred on
the evening of November 26.

A criminal justice major at
Northeastern University in
Boston, Miss Metzger was one
of four women traveling in a
car which collided with a jack-
knifed tractor trailer on Inter-
state 84 in Newtown, Conn.

Miss Metzger, a passenger
in the Chevy Corsica, suffered
head injuries in the accident
and was admitted to the hospi-
tal in critical condition. The
three other young women in
the car, including driver
Cynthia Cochran, 22, of Bos-
ton, and passengers Patricia
Lobo, 19, of Warren and Mel-
issa Cohen, 20, of Boston were
treated at Danbury Hospital and
released.

The driver of the truck, Shawn
Taylor of Virginia, was also taken to
the hospital for evaluation and re-
leased.

“It was a real tragedy,” remarked
Coach Butz, who also knows Miss
Metzger’s family and whose daughter
had once been a babysitter for the
Metzger children. “It’s one of those
things you hope you never have to
experience.”

Miss Metzger, who was in her junior
year, had pursued sports and scholas-
tics while at Northeastern. She was on
the Dean’s List at the university and
had also been a member of the women’s
soccer team during her first two years
at the school. The three women she
was traveling with on the night of the
accident are members of the soccer
team.

It was her talents, combined with
her spirit, which Coach Butz said
distinguished her both as a person
and an athlete, and which has left
him with fond memories.

“You get that special bond and you
always remember those kids,” he re-
marked.

He noted that Miss Metzger played
stopper on the high school soccer
team, which he described as a combi-
nation offensive/defensive position.

The coach described how she was
particularly outstanding during the
county finals of 1997, when Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School played
Union Catholic High School.

One of three children of Joseph
and Jacquelyn Metzger, she was born
in Summit and was a lifelong resi-
dent of Fanwood. In addition to her
parents, she is survived by two broth-
ers, Matthew and Daniel Metzger,
and by her grandparents.

The funeral for Miss Metzger,
which was attended by members of
Northeastern’s women’s soccer team,

was held on Tuesday from the Me-
morial Funeral Home in Fanwood.

It was followed by a Mass at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

The university’s Office of Spiri-
tual Life and Student Athletes Sup-
port Services will hold a memorial
service for Miss Metzger today, De-
cember 7, at 3 p.m. at St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church in Boston.
Members of the community are in-
vited to attend.

On the same evening as the inci-
dent in Connecticut, another Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School alumna

– and former member of the soccer
team – was killed in a traffic accident
in Woodbridge.

Kaliopi Vlachos, 24, died after her
1994 Honda went out of control, trav-
eled over a curb and struck a utility
pole on Route 1 and 9 in Woodbridge,
according to published reports. Ms.
Vlachos was pronounced dead a half
hour later at Rahway Hospital.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD , NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- In a few days, on
December 12, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents will be heading to the
polls to vote on the largest school bond
referendum in this district in more than
35 years.

The Board of Education has worked
diligently in the past few months to
inform every Scotch Plains and Fanwood
resident, through special community
meetings, mailings and telephone sur-
veys, about the pending referendum to
fund renovations to the district’s school
facilities.

The Board of Education has main-
tained their position that this proposal is
vitally important to the district’s quality
of education.

Now the decision of whether to ap-
prove the $35.7 million bond referen-
dum is up to the voters of these two
municipalities, which share the district’s
eight facilities. The total cost will be
offset by a State grant, which the district
will be reimbursed for in the amount of
$11.6 million, reported School District
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi.

The remaining bond referendum for
$24.1 million translates into an average
tax impact of $171 per year or $14.25 per
month for Scotch Plain’s residents and
an average tax impact of $145 per year or
$12 per month for Fanwood residents.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, this will
add to an outstanding debt of $3,139,000
for the district. The district has a borrow-
ing capacity of up to $90,750,000.

The State of New Jersey has made
approximately $2.6 billion in grants
available to all New Jersey districts for
facilities’ projects under the state’s
School Facilities Construction and Fi-
nancing Act. The school board has
pointed out that it is important for the
district to approve the bond referendum
this year in order for the district to take
advantage of the state grant, which will
not be available in the future.

The proposed improvements include
major renovations and additions to the
district’s five elementary schools, two
middle schools and renovations to the
high school. Additionally, all of the
district’s facilities will be made acces-
sible to students with disabilities in ac-
cordance with state law that schools
must be in compliance by providing
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)
accommodations. Elevators, ramps, lava-
tory upgrades and signage are a few of
the renovations that fall under this cat-
egory.

Other renovations include telephone/
intercom systems, media center renova-
tions and expansions, electrical upgrades
and roof, door and window replacements.
New multi-purpose rooms are slated for
each grammar school and middle school,
while 12 new classrooms are proposed
for Terrill Middle School and four new
classrooms for Coles Elementary School.

The board has explained that these
classroom additions are necessary to
accommodate the influx of new students
expected in the next five to 10 years.
According to literature distributed by
the Board of Education, the district added
700 new students in the last seven years
and projections show that trend will
continue. The literature also stated that
the State of New Jersey now requires
districts to expand world language in-
struction and to teach the performing
arts, which require additional space.

And finally, some of the older build-
ings are in need of renovations and up-
grades as a part of their general mainte-
nance.

Approval of a controversial proposal
to transfer fifth graders out of the el-
ementary schools and into the middle
schools, which will begin next year, has
met with some community opposition.
School Superintendent, Dr. Carol Choye,
explained that this transfer is necessary
in order to accommodate the expected
influx of kindergarten through fourth
graders in the grammar schools.

Dr. Choye also explained that this

Polls will be open Tuesday from 2 to
9 p.m.

phony Orchestra.
Foundation Executive Director

Besty Chance noted that donations
are tax deductible. She said the Foun-
dation has 70 different funds divided
into three categories: 11 unrestricted
funds, utilized in making grants; seven
temporarily restricted funds, which
are managed for various funds, in-
cluding scholarship programs and
funds benefiting services such as the
local rescue squad or specified areas
such as the arts and education, and 21
managed funds whereby the Founda-
tion provides low-cost management
and professional investment services.

On another item, officials an-
nounced the receipt of a $4,000 check
from Viacom Productions for use of
Municipal Building offices for the
filming of segments of NBC’s com-
edy-drama “Ed”. The production
company filmed scenes last year
throughout the downtown, on St.
Marks Avenue and in Mindowaskin
Park, for the pilot intended to be
called “Stuckeyville,” which later
became “Ed”.

A portion of the money will be
used to fund the town’s annual em-
ployee holiday party to be held Thurs-
day, December 14, at Galloping Hill
Caterers in Union.

Storewide Savings  on ALL Furniture & Accessories
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506  (973) 427-1848
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30; Tues. & Thurs. 10-9   SUN. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
              Gifts to Treasure
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