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SP-F Voters to Decide Fate
Of $35 Million School Bond

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

In a few days, on December 12,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
will be heading to the polls to vote on
the largest school bond referendum
in this district in more than 35 years.

The Board of Education has
worked diligently in the past few
months to inform every Scotch Plains
and Fanwood resident, through spe-
cial community meetings, mailings

and telephone surveys, about the
pending referendum to fund renova-
tions to the district’s school facili-
ties.

The Board of Education has main-
tained their position that this pro-
posal is vitally important to the
district’s quality of education.

Now the decision of whether to
approve the $35.7 million bond ref-
erendum is up to the voters of these
two municipalities, which share the

district’s eight facilities. The total
cost will be offset by a state grant,
which the district will be reimbursed
for in the amount of $11.6 million,
reported School District Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi.

The remaining bond referendum
for $24.1 million translates into an
average tax impact of $171 per year
or $14.25 per month for Scotch
Plain’s residents and an average tax
impact of $145 per year or $12 per
month for Fanwood residents.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, this
will add to an outstanding debt of
$3,139,000 for the district. The dis-
trict has a borrowing capacity of up
to $90,750,000.

The State of New Jersey has made
approximately $2.6 billion in grants
available to all New Jersey districts
for facilities’ projects under the state’s
School Facilities Construction and
Financing Act. The school board has
pointed out that it is important for the
district to approve the bond referen-
dum this year in order for the district
to take advantage of the state grant,
which will not be available in the
future.

The proposed improvements in-
clude major renovations and addi-
tions to the district’s five elementary
schools, two middle schools and reno-
vations to the high school. Addition-
ally, all of the district’s facilities will
be made accessible to students with
disabilities in accordance with state
law that schools must be in compli-
ance by providing Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) accommo-
dations. Elevators, ramps, lavatory
upgrades and signage are a few of the
renovations that fall under this cat-
egory.

Other renovations include tele-
phone/intercom systems, media cen-
ter renovations and expansions, elec-
trical upgrades and roof, door and
window replacements. New multi-
purpose rooms are slated for each
grammar school and middle school,
while 12 new classrooms are pro-
posed for Terrill Middle School and
four new classrooms for Coles El-
ementary School.

The board has explained that these
classroom additions are necessary to
accommodate the influx of new stu-
dents expected in the next five to 10
years. According to literature dis-
tributed by the Board of Education,
the district added 700 new students
in the last seven years and projec-
tions show that trend will continue.
The literature also stated that the
State of New Jersey now requires
districts to expand world language
instruction and to teach the perform-
ing arts, which require additional
space.

And finally, some of the older
buildings are in need of renovations
and upgrades as a part of their gen-
eral maintenance.

Approval of a controversial pro-
posal to transfer fifth graders out of
the elementary schools and into the
middle schools, which will begin
next year, has met with some com-
munity opposition. School Superin-
tendent, Dr. Carol Choye, explained
that this transfer is necessary in order
to accommodate the expected influx
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DOT Proposes New Rt. 22 Overpass
To Remedy Park Ave. Congestion
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

At a special meeting of the Scotch
Plains Township Council on Novem-
ber 29, the New Jersey Department
of Transportation (DOT) presented a
plan to remedy traffic congestion on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Regional Manager from the DOT’s
Office of Community Relations,
Thomas Johnson, began the presen-
tation by explaining that the town-
ship had initially approached the DOT
in 1996, expressing a need for a
remedy to this problem and that the
selection of this option from among
seven alternative plans was the cul-
mination of four years of evaluation
and discussions between the town-
ship and his agency.

The plan designed by the DOT
proposes to move the existing bi-
directional semi-circular overpass
that connects Park Avenue to the
intersection of Bonnie Burn and New
Providence Roads and replace it with
a new bridge that would provide
direct access from Park Avenue
straight across Route 22 to that inter-
section. Park Avenue commuters
seeking access to Route 78 via New
Providence Road would therefore no
longer need to make a left hand turn
onto the existing overpass to cross
over Route 22.

By eliminating this left, which
must be negotiated against oncom-
ing traffic, the commuter traffic
would flow much faster, according
to Mr. Johnson.

“Making that left hand turn, against
opposing traffic coming off of Route
22 is one of the main reasons for the
traffic delays down Park Avenue dur-
ing rush hours,” Mr. Johnson ex-
plained.

The project’s chief engineer from
DOT’s Bureau of Project Scope De-
velopment, Wagdi Gobrial, demon-
strated the current and proposed traf-
fic flow using an aerial photograph
of the area. Mr. Wagdi outlined how
the existing overpass would remain
open while several new overpasses
in addition to the bridge were con-
structed.

The new overpasses, once com-
pleted, would then replace the exist-
ing overpass which would be demol-
ished.

One of the main changes in traffic
flow besides adding the bridge across
Route 22, would redirect vehicles
traveling down Park Avenue to make
a left over a newly constructed over-
pass in order to gain access to Route
22 East.

Mr. Wadgi explained that although
the proposal switches one left for
another, traffic studies show that
fewer cars are seeking access to Route
22 East than to New Providence Road.
Additionally, opposing traffic com-
ing off of Route 22 would be elimi-
nated to those left turning vehicles
by creating an exit road that would
cut through the back of Snuffy’s ex-
isting parking lot.

Several other overpass construc-
tions are also included in the pro-
posal in order to accommodate cars
traveling in a variety of other direc-
tions, such as cars traveling down
Route 22 West that want to access
Park Avenue. A new loop around the
corner of New Providence and Bonnie
Burn Road would permit cars travel-
ing down Park Avenue to gain access
to Route 22 West and would involve
the acquisition of a residential prop-
erty by the DOT at that corner.

According to Mr. Johnson, several
businesses, four in Scotch Plains,
three in Watchung and one residence
in Watchung would have to be ac-
quired for the implementation of the
proposed plan, however, it was too
early in the plan’s development to
warrant contacting those property
owners.

DOT representative Peter Kenny
explained that it was customary in
situations like this, for the DOT to
contact property owners only after
an environmental study made the
project more feasible. Once that
hurdle was overcome, then the DOT
would make offers of fair market
value to the property owners and
adequate deals could be negotiated.

Four businesses on Park Avenue
between Mountain Avenue and Route
22 would have to be demolished
because the elevation of the new
bridge would prohibit access to those
businesses.

Louis Pompilio, owner of Century
21 on Park Avenue, told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that he be-
lieves this proposal would destroy
his business, whose success, he said,
relies on that location. He also said
he believes this proposal would be
harmful to all of the businesses down
Park Avenue and that he intends on
fighting this project.

The owners of the other businesses
and the Watchung resident could not
be reached.

“We are not here to force this plan
on anyone,” Mr. Johnson told the
council and the public. “We will
only help the town carry out this plan
if it is something that the town and
the community want.”

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
JOLLY TIME OF THE YEAR…During last Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” celebration, these jolly elves filled
the Scotch Plains Towne Centre with merriment. The Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association and The Scotch
Plains Parks and Recreation Department sponsored the daylong event. Pictured, left to right, are: Joe Donatelli, Steve
Goldberg, Nancy Woodward and Steve Hoeckele.

Courtesy of The Northeastern News of Northeastern University

SHARING GOOD TIMES...Courtney
Metzger, left, and her friend Kristi Keller
pose for a photo at Northeastern University
in Boston.

Conservation Zone in Township Now Law;
 SP Council May OK Township Credit Card

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
IN A WINTER WONDERLAND…After getting her face painted, Scotch Plains
residents Bridgette Van Natta, 2, and her mother Kathleen Van Natta took in the
festivities during last Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” in Scotch Plains
Towne Centre. The daylong event, which was organized by the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association and The Scotch Plains Parks and Recre-
ation Department, drew droves of holiday revelers and shoppers with a full slate
of festive events.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen told the Township
Council on Tuesday night that an
ordinance creating a new conserva-
tion zone had, indeed, been legally
approved two weeks ago.

At its November 21 meeting, the
council had voted 3-0 to create the new
zone, which would designate certain
township-owned tracts of land as be-
ing off-limits to development of any
sort — be it residential or commercial
or even the development of a new park.

But Democratic Councilwomen
Geri M. Samuel and Sharynn Porter
abstained, leading to a disagreement
over whether the three votes in favor
of passage were sufficient or whether

the two abstentions meant that, at least
in Mrs. Samuel’s thinking, the neces-
sary two-thirds “super majority” vote to
pass such a zoning change had failed.

Mr. Hansen promised at that time
to research the legalities of the vote.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday night, Mr. Hansen
said that, after consultations with
Deputy Township Attorney Andrew
M. Baron, he had concluded that the
ordinance creating the conservation
zone had technically been passed by
a 5-0 vote. A two-thirds super major-
ity vote was unnecessary, he explained,
because the new zone was permitted
under the local land use plan and
because no objections to its creation
had been raised by any landowner.

“Common law says that absten-

tions go with the majority,” he said;
therefore, Mrs. Samuel and Mrs. Porter’s
abstentions were counted as “yes” votes.

Separately, it looks as if the coun-
cil will pass a resolution at its regular
meeting next week supporting a
Scotch Plains affinity credit card that
would be marketed by the DECA
Chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School as part of that group’s
activities. Creation of the Visa affin-
ity card will require an agreement
between the council and the card’s
issuer, United National Bank on
Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

Don Cababe, the DECA advisor at
the high school, has informed Scotch
Plains officials that the students are
willing to make the marketing aspect
of the credit card program a two-year
project, which is vital since the town-
ship lacks the resources itself to
market the credit card. The local
government will also receive finan-
cial benefits from the affinity card,

including 0.75 percent of the net
annual purchases and balance trans-
fer for all credit cards.

On another matter, Mayor Martin L.
Marks discussed a petition he received
last month from 21 homeowners on
Farley Avenue and East Second Street
complaining about inadequate water
pressure in their homes. Mr. Marks
said this problem is “pervasive” on the
north side of town and felt that meeting
with Elizabethtown Water Co. to ex-
plore the reasons for the problems
would be necessary.

In addition, it’s also expected that
bids will be advertised in January for
the new lighting phase of the down-
town streetscape improvement plan.
The preliminary estimated cost for
the placement of 87 new poles is
about $167,550. Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood he is hope-
ful that a bid will be awarded some-
time in the first two months of 2001.

Coach Remembers
Courtney E. Metzger
For Spirit and Talent

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Courtney Elizabeth Metzger was
recalled by her former coach this
week for her vibrant personality, as
well as her skill on the field, while
a member of the varsity girls’ soc-
cer team at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

“A great person to have
on the team, a hard worker,
always in a great mood,”
said Frank Butz, who
coached her during her jun-
ior and senior years. “She
was a very important part
of our team and fun to be
around.”

The 21-year-old, who
graduated in 1998, died last
Friday at Danbury Hospital
in Connecticut of injuries
she sustained in a highway
accident that occurred on
the evening of November
26.

A criminal justice major
at Northeastern University
in Boston, Miss Metzger
was one of four women trav-
eling in a car which col-
lided with a jackknifed tractor
trailer on Interstate 84 in Newtown,
Conn.

Miss Metzger, a passenger in the
Chevy Corsica, suffered head inju-
ries in the accident and was admit-
ted to the hospital in critical condi-
tion. The three other young women
in the car, including driver Cynthia
Cochran, 22, of Boston, and pas-
sengers Patricia Lobo, 19, of War-
ren and Melissa Cohen, 20, of Bos-
ton were treated at Danbury Hospi-
tal and released.

The driver of the truck, Shawn
Taylor of Virginia, was also taken
to the hospital for evaluation and
released.

“It was a real tragedy,” remarked
Coach Butz, who also knows Miss
Metzger’s family and whose daugh-
ter had once been a babysitter for
the Metzger children. “It’s one of
those things you hope you never
have to experience.”

Miss Metzger, who was in her
junior year, had pursued sports and
scholastics while at Northeastern.

She was on the Dean’s List at the
university and had also been a
member of the women’s soccer
team during her first two years at
the school. The three women she
was traveling with on the night of
the accident are members of the
soccer team.

It was her talents, combined with
her spirit, which Coach Butz said
distinguished her both as a person
and an athlete, and which has left
him with fond memories.

“You get that special bond and
you always remember those kids,”
he remarked.

He noted that Miss Metzger
played stopper on the high school
soccer team, which he described
as a combination offensive/defen-
sive position.

The coach described how she
was particularly outstanding dur-
ing the county finals of 1997, when
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School played Union Catholic
High School.

One of three children of Joseph
and Jacquelyn Metzger, she was
born in Summit and was a lifelong
resident of Fanwood. In addition
to her parents, she is survived by
two brothers, Matthew and Daniel
Metzger, and by her grandparents.

The funeral for Miss Metzger,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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of kindergarten through fourth
graders in the grammar schools.

Dr. Choye also explained that
this transfer will be necessary re-
gardless of how the vote on the
bond referendum turns out. Ac-
cording to a bond referendum fact
sheet, by moving the fifth grade
into the middle schools, the board
will only have to add classrooms
onto two schools, Coles and Terrill,
saving the district from having to
add onto all six grammar schools.

Also outlined in the fact sheet,
the board explained how over-
crowding, shared spaces, lack of
walls in open space areas and lack
of ADA accommodations all con-
tribute to less than adequate facili-
ties. For example, each school has
only one multi-purpose room,
which serves as the school’s gym-
nasium, cafeteria and auditorium.

Each of these areas must com-
promise their needs in order to
accommodate the other uses.

Open classrooms, separated by
wall-dividers create major noise
problems, which distract many stu-
dents and old electrical wiring does
not support today’s computer tech-
nology requirements.

Many different organizations and
prominent citizens from both mu-
nicipalities have come forward to
publicly state their support for this
project and their hope that resi-
dents will vote favorably to ap-
prove the bond referendum on De-
cember 12.

Opposition to the bond referen-
dum has been expressed by some
residents who maintain that the tax
structure is unfairly burdensome to
people without children in the
school system.

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Ray
Pardon expressed his opinion that
this project is necessary for the
overall good of the community. He
said that the business association is
in favor of this proposal because
quality education is essential to a
l i terate and well-educated
workforce.

He also pointed out that the in-
creased value in real estate is a
benefit that will be realized by
everyone, even those who do not
have children in the school system.

ERA Suburban Realtor Dom
Lamastra expressed his opinion that
although the project will not sig-
nificantly increase the value of
homes, an inadequate school sys-
tem can adversely affect real estate
values.

“One of the most important fac-
tors that home buyers look for is a
quality school system. If people
hear that our facilities are inad-
equate, the value of real estate will
suffer,” he said

He added that the estimated tax
increase is not significant enough
to adversely affect the market.

“If this were a very large tax
increase it could adversely affect
the market, but this is not a signifi-
cant enough increase to lower real
estate values,” he said.

Neither the Scotch Plains Senior
Citizen’s Coalition nor the Rotary
Club, who were contacted by The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
had an official position on the bond
referendum.

Polls will be open Tuesday from
2 to 9 p.m.

Westfield Voters to Decide Fate
Of $21 Million Bond Referendum

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday, De-
cember 12, voters in Westfield will
go to the polls to cast their ballots in
a special election to determine the
fate of an over $21 million improve-
ment plan for Westfield High School.

The plan contains three major
components, according to Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, Superintendent of
Schools. These components are, a
55,000 square foot addition to the
science wing at the high school,
general renovations to the high
school and the construction of a
Girls’ Athletic Complex adjacent
to Kehler Stadium.

Of that $21 million dollar plan, the
district is eligible to receive $6.5
million in state aid, which will leave
almost $15 million to be borrowed in
a 20-year bond. At a 6 percent inter-
est rate, what this means for taxpay-
ers is a 7 cent tax increase on every
$100 of assessed value. This equates
to an increase of approximately $126
annually of the property taxes on the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $178,000.

The district has two outstanding
bonds currently. One which was
passed in 1986, goes until August
1, 2001, with $494,000 remaining
on the principal to be paid back.
The other, passed in 1998 for im-
provements to the district’s elemen-
tary schools has $11,595,000 re-
maining.

According to Dr. Foley, the dis-
trict may also be eligible for retro-
active aid on the 1998 bond under
the School Facilities Improvement
Act in the sum of 40 percent of the
bond amount.

Dr. Foley said that after this bond,
he and the Board of Education do
not see the need for more bonds.

“Yes, we will continue to have a
maintenance budget and capital im-
provements, but no more bonds,”
the superintendent stated.

Dr. Foley noted that it is difficult
to foresee need, since the school
population in Westfield is growing
rapidly.

“We can’t put up a ‘no vacancy’
signs,” he said.

He said that the timing on this
bond was excellent, with the state
funds being available. Dr. Foley
noted that there are 75 New Jersey
school districts with bond refer-
enda set for December 12.

“There are more districts seek-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Bond

Several members of the Township
Council and members of the public
questioned the DOT representatives
regarding the plan’s ability to remedy
the traffic congestion. Other causes of
the Park Avenue rush hour congestion,
such as an abundance of trucks, were
raised and discussed.

Other members of the public ques-
tioned the efficacy of a plan, which
they expressed, would lose Scotch
Plains several tax ratables and cost
several million dollars just to shave a
few minutes off of the commute time
of mostly out-of-town commuters.

Mayor Martin L. Marks asked the
DOT representatives to draw up pre-
cise traffic flow maps to present to the
community at some future meeting
date. The next open public meeting,
which will be publicized to all of the
affected communities and property
owners, will be held sometime in Feb-
ruary.

ing money than there is money,” he
added.

When asked about the fate of this
bond, he said, “I like to be optimis-
tic, but I’m unsure (if it will pass).”
He noted that people who are
against an increase in property taxes
are not against improvements to
the schools.

The superintendent urged resi-
dents to vote, saying “this is impor-
tant to everyone regardless of
whether you have children.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
VISITING WITH SANTA…The smallest attendees of Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” in the Scotch Plains Towne
Centre had the chance to tell Santa exactly what they wanted for Christmas. As Mrs. Claus and some of Santa’s helpers
stood by, the jolly old elf spread holiday cheer.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
TOYS FOR THE GIRLS AND BOYS…Members of UNICO National’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter distributed toys to children during the “Old Fash-
ioned Holiday Fun” festivities last weekend. Pictured, left to right, are: Vincent
Losavio of John’s Meat Market, Vincent Losavio, Jr., and Susan Mazzagetti.
Not pictured is Jack Ley.

Westfield Woman Killed
While Attempting

To Cross North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A 30-year-old
Westfield woman was killed Mon-
day evening when she was struck by
two vehicles while attempting to
cross North Avenue, West, to get to
her car, authorities said.

The victim, identified as Sherry
Warman, was pronounced dead at
the scene by paramedics following
the accident, which occurred at 5:45
p.m. in the 800 block of North Av-
enue, West.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department said
Ms. Warman was trying to get to her
1999 Ford, which was parked across
the street from her home, when the
incident occurred. She was not in a
pedestrian crosswalk when she was
hit, the lieutenant confirmed.

The victim was struck in the west-
bound lane by a 1993 Saab driven by
Lawrence Lerner, 65, of Warren, the
lieutenant said. The impact threw
her into the eastbound lane, where
she was hit by a 1976 Pontiac Catalina
operated by Michael Easse, 63, of
Cranford. Both drivers stopped at the

scene.
Neither of the men were charged

in the incident and there was no
evidence that either of them was
traveling at excessive speed, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau confirmed. The
speed limit at the location where the
accident occurred is 35 miles per
hour.

While the weather was clear that
night, Lieutenant Parizeau said that
darkness may have been a contrib-
uting factor in the tragedy. He said
the accident “was very similar to the
East Broad ones,” referring to two
pedestrian fatalities which occurred
in the town nearly two years ago.

In January of 1999, 71-year-old
Ellen Interdonato of Scotch Plains
was struck by a vehicle as she crossed
East Broad Street en route to her car
following an evening concert at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Just one month later, a 23-year-
old Perth Amboy resident, Anna
Tkacova, who worked as a nanny
for a Westfield family, was killed as
she attempted to cross East Broad to
pick up a child from an after-school
program at Temple Emanu-El.

Fanwood Tree Lighting
Planned December 10
FANWOOD — Fanwood’s tree

lighting ceremony will take place
on Sunday, December 10, at 4:30
p.m. on the northside of the railroad

station. Mayor Louis
C. Jung will offici-
ate.

Festivities will
commence at 4
p.m. when Santa
Claus welcomes
the children. Par-
ents are invited
to bring cameras

for picture taking with Santa.
Music, hot chocolate, dough-

nuts, and candy canes for the
children will be included in the
festivities.

For local news,
 look no further.

 Find Us on the Web:
www.goleader.com
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Metzger
which was attended by members of
Northeastern’s women’s soccer
team, was held on Tuesday from
the Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood.

It was followed by a Mass at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

The university’s Office of Spiri-
tual Life and Student Athletes Sup-
port Services will hold a memorial
service for Miss Metzger today,
December 7, at 3 p.m. at St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church in Bos-
ton. Members of the community
are invited to attend.

On the same evening as the inci-
dent in Connecticut, another Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
alumna – and former member of
the soccer team – was killed in a
traffic accident in Woodbridge.

Kaliopi Vlachos, 24, died after
her 1994 Honda went out of con-
trol, traveled over a curb and struck
a utility pole on Route 1 and 9 in
Woodbridge, according to pub-
lished reports. Ms. Vlachos was
pronounced dead a half hour later
at Rahway Hospital.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD , NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944
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Storewide Savings  on ALL Furniture & Accessories
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506  (973) 427-1848
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30; Tues. & Thurs. 10-9   SUN. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
              Gifts to Treasure

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
•The theft of several hundred dol-

lars from a cash register was reported
by a Mountain Avenue business.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
•A Lenape Way resident reported

his unlocked vehicle was entered
overnight and a floor jack, docu-
ments, emergency road kit and other
miscellaneous items with a combined
value of $400 taken from the interior.

•Scott A. Hatton, 36, of Scotch Plains
was arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated pursuant to ignoring a traffic
officer’s signal at the intersection of
West Broad Street and Martine Avenue.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
•A 39-year-year Scotch Plains

woman reported the was the victim
of a robbery which occurred at 6:30
a.m. in the 2200 block of Mountain
Avenue. The victim told police she
waiting at a bus stop when she was
reportedly approached by an uni-
dentified male.

The vict im said the suspect
punched her in the face then fled
with her pocketbook. The woman
was transported to Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield and
released after treatment for facial
injuries.

•The theft of a 1995 Toyota was
reported overnight from the 500 block
of Willow Avenue.

•A 19-year-old female resident of
Scotch Plains reported being cut off in
her vehicle by another vehicle occupied

by an unidentified male driver in the area
of Ramapo Way at around 11:20 p.m.

The driver of the second vehicle
allegedly retrieved a baseball bat
from the trunk and approached the
vehicle in a threatening manner then
struck the victim’s vehicle causing
damage to the driver side. The vic-
tim reportedly fled the scene with-
out personal injury.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
•A counterfeit $20 bill was reported

passed at a Route 22 fast food restau-
rant during the afternoon hours.

•Wells H. Perkins, 59, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested and charged with
eluding police, obstructing a police
investigation and resisting arrest pur-
suant to an investigation of an injured
party at his residence. Perkins alleg-
edly would not cooperate with officers
on the scene and left the residence in
his vehicle and refused to stop for offic-
ers signals.

The vehicle was eventually stopped
by police on South Avenue in Fanwood
where Perkins was removed from the
vehicle after some brief resistance, po-
lice reported.

Authorities said a further investiga-
tion revealed the injury to the third
party at the residence was not related to
criminal activity. The victim was treated
and released from the Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield with cuts
to the hand.

Bail was set for Perkins at $3,500 by
Scotch Plains Municipal Court Judge
J. Perfilio.


