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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Preventing Spousal Impoverishment
Key Part of 24-Point Health Initiative

By DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a three-part series written by
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco in support of the
Legislature’s 24-point care re-form.

*  *  *  *  *
Thanks to the  wonders of modern

medicine and other innovations, more
and more Americans are living longer,
healthier lives. Partly due to their
lengthier life spans, however, a growing
number of seniors are now unable to
perform life’s basic tasks such as caring
for themselves.

For their spouses, this often leads to
the difficult decision to opt for full-time
nursing home care. For a couple that
may have been together for decades, the
choice is obviously a heartbreaking one.
Separation is painful, but if spouses are
unable to take care of their ailing hus-
bands or wives, institutionalized care is
simply unavoidable.

As if this weren’t bad enough, there is
another unpleasant surprise that awaits
such a couple: The expense of nursing
home care is typically exorbitant. In New
Jersey, it can easily amount to $50,000 a
year or more. Once an individual is insti-
tutionalized, the spouse can find that
within a short span of time, a lifetime’s
worth of savings has been obliterated.

For most of this year, New Jersey’s
Senate Health Committee has been hold-
ing hearings on how to improve health
care delivery throughout our state. As
Senate President, I, along with my col-
leagues, have tried to leave no stone
unturned.

We’ve uncovered a host of problems
that need to be addressed, sooner rather
than later. Among these is spousal im-
poverishment due to nursing home costs.

Our new bill directs the Commis-
sioner of Human Services to amend New
Jersey’s plan for Medicaid. It allows our
state to raise the income and resource
limits that the spouse may retain to the
maximum amount permitted by federal
law.

Currently, the federal limits are $2,103
in monthly income and up to $84,120 in
resources. If our bill becomes law, these
limits will be adjusted upward as adjust-
ments are made at the federal level. This
proposal is supported by the American
Association of Retired Persons.

New Jersey does allow spouses who
decide on institutionalization to have up
to $1,408 in monthly income and to keep
the greater of $16,824 or one-half of
resources up to $84,120. For many
couples, this is quite helpful. For spouses
who are still living in the community, it
may be enough to live on if their ex-
penses are modest.

But for many of our seniors, daily
living expenses can be prohibitive. Some
may live in areas where property taxes
are higher than the norm. They may
actually be in danger of losing their
home. Others depend on expensive medi-
cations but must pay for them out of their
own pocket because they lack prescrip-
tion drug coverage. Still others rely on
their income and savings to pay for the
portion of their own health expenses that
is not covered by Medicare.

In short, we have found that in count-
less instances, the spouse of an institu-
tionalized senior needs to keep more
income to enable him or her to continue
to live independently and with dignity.
And so, as part of our 24-point health
initiative, “Building a Healthier New
Jersey,” we have included a bill that will
give such spouses the financial breath-
ing room they need and deserve.

On October 10, the Senate Health

Committee voted to approve this bill and
on November 9, the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee sent the leg-
islation to the full Senate for approval,
action that was scheduled for December
4. After that, I am confident that the
Assembly will concur and the bill will be
on the Governor’s desk shortly after the
start of the new year.

With prosperity a reality in our state,
we now have the resources to build a
health care system that is more efficient,
effective and accessible to New Jerseyans
than ever before. Our 24-point plan at-
tempts to do just that. It responds to real
problems with realistic solutions that
put the interests of patients and their
families first.

Spousal impoverishment is but one of
these problems. It is a growing one. We
in the Senate have responded. Hope-
fully, our colleagues in the Assembly
and the Governor herself will, too.

Time Is Now for Voters
To Support SP-F Bond

By DR. CAROL B. CHOYE

On Tuesday, December 12, voters in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will go to
the polls to vote on a $35.7 million bond
referendum which will affect local stu-
dents for years to come.

All residents should have received
complete information about the proposed
building and renovation projects in a
six-page flyer which was mailed to all
homes in November. In recent weeks,
open meetings and presentations about
the referendum have been held, tours of
schools have been conducted by build-
ing principals, PTA groups have had
countless presentations and conversa-
tions with parents and citizens.

Board of Education members and
school administrators have provided in-
formation to local governing bodies,
clubs and civic groups; flyers have been
distributed; and a TV presentation has
been prepared for broadcast on TV-34,
our public access cable channel, from
December 1 through December 11. Com-
plete details of the referendum are on the
district Web site:
www.njcommunity.org/spfnet/ and a
telephone hotline about the referendum
has been in operation for weeks at (908)
889-9665.

All of these efforts underscore the
importance of the decision at hand. It is
critical that citizens act now on a bond
referendum that will provide needed
space for growing enrollments and ex-

panding programs; that will renovate
aging buildings; that will make our build-
ings comply with law regarding access
by the disabled; and that will improve
the safety of students and staff in all our
buildings.

Our growing needs have been dis-
cussed for years by members of our
communities, but it wasn’t until now
that funds from the State of New Jersey
became available to aid school districts
like ours. With passage of the proposed
bond now, the state will reimburse $11.6
million or 32.5 percent of our local costs.

If a final decision on the bond is
delayed, there are no reliable assurances
from the state about how much money
will be available to us in the future.
Meanwhile, classrooms will become
more crowded, the fifth grades will move
into the middle schools without adequate
facilities, and building problems will
only grow worse.

Time is of the essence. In Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, the time is now to
act on behalf of our present and future
students, to take advantage of the un-
precedented financial support of the state,
to ensure the desirability of our schools,
and preserve the value of our homes. Our
students are counting on you to make
your vote count on December 12.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Carol B. Choye is Superintendent

of Schools for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District.

SP-F PTA Council
Endorses School Bond
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA

Council has voted to endorse the school
bond referendum and we urge all voters
to support it. A “yes” vote for the school
bond is a “yes” vote for our community.

The schools in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District are in need of
additions to accommodate our growing
school age population. The existing
buildings are also in need of renovations
and repairs.

We urge all voters to get out on De-
cember 12 to vote. All polls will be open
from 2-9 p.m.

Caren Goldberg, Corresponding
Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council

Letters to the Editor
Opportunity May Only Knock Once
For Bond to Expand SP-F Schools

Our children — in fact, all of us —
have had a tremendous civics lesson
unfold before our eyes. If any lesson
is learned from this Presidential elec-
tion, it is the importance of each vote
cast and the opportunity to make a
difference.

Citizens of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will have another very im-
portant opportunity to cast their vote
and make a difference on Tuesday,
December 12. We have the opportu-
nity to invest in our children’s future
by passing a bond referendum that
will address the overcrowding in our
public schools. We have the opportu-
nity to ensure needed repairs to and
renovation of our aging school fa-
cilities.

And for those of you who ask
“What’s in it for me?” you have the
opportunity to cast a vote to preserve
your property value. Your vote can
ensure that our community’s pro-
spective homeowners are not faced
with purchasing a home in a district
with little more to offer than crowded
classrooms, displaced programs, and
facilities too small to meet state cur-
riculum standards.

As the saying goes, “Opportunity
seldom knocks twice.” Indeed, this
bond referendum may be our only
opportunity to take advantage of more
than $11.6 million offered in state
aid — funding that will cover almost
one third the amount of the bond.
This school construction financing
has never before been offered by the

state and, if the bond referendum
fails, our share of the limited funds
may be passed on to another district
ready to proceed.

Opportunity knocks for us all on
December 12. Please take the time to
cast your vote and show our children
that you want to make a difference.

Heidi Schallenberg Sweeney
Scotch Plains
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

www.etpetersen.com

THE PROBLEM:
Indoor Air Pollution

The EPA says that Indoor Air
Pollution is one of America’s #1
Environmental Issues.

THE SOLUTION:
Fresh Air Inside!

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF
$100 OFF

AREA RUG
REMNANT SALE

Orientals, Wiltons, Axminsters,
Sisals, Needlepoints and More!

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock 5x8 or Less

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock Larger Than 5x8

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock Larger Than 8x10

New Area Rug Orders of 8x10 or Larger

• Limited Time Only. Not Valid on Orders Placed Prior to December 1, 2000
• This Coupon Can Not be Combined With Any Other Offer
• Coupon Can Be Applied to Already Reduced Prices
• Over 350 Rugs and Remnants in Stock

The Perfect Gift For Someone
Now Thru Dec. 31, 2000

COVE DISCOUNT CARPET ONE
487 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ

(908) 273-0220

BRAUNSDORF GALLERY
241 NORTH AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
908 244-3501 OR 3508

ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART

PROUD TO PRESENT

A

NEW ART GALLERY!!

We welcome local artists
to sell their works at our gallery.

Special Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri 9:45-8:30 � Saturday 9:30-5:00
Sundays Dec 10, 17 & 24 11am to 5pm

The Gift of Love That Lasts Longer Than Time

12 North A12 North A12 North A12 North A12 North Avenue Wvenue Wvenue Wvenue Wvenue West • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718
Ellen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. Ramer, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A • Jef • Jef • Jef • Jef • Jeffrey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.

ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS      AMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

NOW IN OUR 55th YEAR

Cultured Pearls
With the living beauty of rich luster,

they are the heart of a fine jewelry wardrobe.
Go to any length and know you are giving

the gift destined to make the moment last forever.
18� Strands - 6 to 61/2mm - Starting at $1,075


