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Letters to the Editor

Brunner PTA Supports
SP-F Bond Referendum

On November 14, the H.B. Brunner
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Ex-
ecutive Board voted unanimously to sup-
port the proposed bond referendum to be
voted on by Scotch Plains and Fanwood
citizens on December 12.

We are very proud of the schools in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and we want
our already good schools to be updated,
renovated and improved so that we will
remain true to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
reputation of being a great place to live
and raise children.

We urge all residents to come out and
vote on December 12th. Every vote
counts!

Rose Hubbard
President

H.B. Brunner PTA

Is North Side Parking Deck in Westfield
A Good Investment for Town’s Future?

Passage of SP-F Bond Referendum
Needed to Increase Capacity in Schools
As a member of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education, I want to
tell fellow parents and taxpayers why I
am voting in favor of the bond referen-
dum.

My reasons are not along the more
familiar lines such as “better schools
produce better students” or “our kids
deserve it” or “better schools are re-
flected in strong real estate values.”
While some part of all those statements
is true, I am compelled by more concrete
and practical reasoning.

We need capacity at our elementary
schools. Our children do not fit effec-
tively today, and will not fit at all tomor-
row in our current facilities. The bond
project provides for added capacity and
will update and repair damage in every
single building across the district. To be
sure, some buildings need this more than
others, but no school will remain un-
touched. The taxpayers have not been
asked to fund such a sweeping project in
30 years. How much longer, realisti-
cally, can we wait? Will there ever be a
time when it can be done more cheaply?
I don’t think so.

Many of you may be aware of the
state’s commitment to refund part of the
cost of much of this project. It is a
promise that extends to all school dis-
tricts, statewide. Due to legislation passed
last summer, and lucky timing on our
part, our district stands to recoup some
32 percent of the total cost of all our
projects.

Contrary to a statement published in
another paper recently, the $11.6 mil-
lion we have been “approved” for is not
specifically earmarked for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. If our bond fails, we jump out
of the funding queue, but nobody “holds
our place.”

In such a scenario, we pare back our
plans, rejoin the end of the queue, and
hope for the best on another referendum
vote in March 2001. In reality, the ele-
ments of the project we will have to slash
while still addressing the enrollment/
capacity problem, are those renovation
projects which receive the highest reim-
bursement, according to the state’s “for-
mula.” These projects cover much of the
work that 30 years on the back — burner
have created and are the only sweeping

changes to give each taxpayer immedi-
ate and positive impact to their
neighborhood’s school.

Another little known fact: This legis-
lation covers construction retroactive to
two years ago meaning, that while we
hope for our bond to pass and anticipate
construction, many of the projects and
towns currently “in the queue” have
already passed their bond and are finish-
ing their construction. Monies will flow
to them immediately, if they’ve done
their paperwork correctly. What monies
go to those communities won’t flow to
ours.

This funding comes from a pool of
$2.5 billion, which, by the way, we’re
already paying for in the form of some
other tax levied at the state level. Though
$2.5 billion sounds like a lot, it won’t
last forever. We’ll be very lucky if it
lasts until March 2001, but I’m hoping
that won’t be necessary. I’m hoping that
voters will see the sense in having $35+
million dollars worth of work done for
$23+ million in local bond impact. I’m
hoping we aren’t all kicking ourselves in
the pants if we end up with a smaller
project, which doesn’t solve our prob-
lems, for a bigger proportional share of
local tax impact.

I hope this clarifies the issue for many
of you. Please go vote on December
12th.

Jean McAllister
Member

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

So far, I have heard no challenges to
my calculations of the cost of a new
parking deck on the site between Elm
and Prospect streets. Since my calcula-
tions are based on information gleaned
from the difficult to read summary of the
“Rich Parking Consultants” report on
The Westfield Leader Web site, there is
room for error.

However, the basic numbers appear to
be $10 million in construction costs and
debt repayment over 20 years at 5.75
percent. This translates to almost $17
million in total cost for the project or
$80,000 per month of debt service for 20
years. Since we can only count the addi-
tional spaces that will be built (for in-
stance, if a deck is built for 700 spaces,
one must deduct the number of parking
spaces that already exist), my reading of
the parking consultant’s report comes up
with 500 new spaces.

Dividing 500 spaces into the $17 mil-
lion total cost gives us a cost of $35,000
per new parking space in any deck.

It appears that the Town Council and
administration are fully prepared to move
forward with plans to build a deck and
they seem to be willing to run up parking
meter fees and permits to any level, so
long as the expenses of a new parking
deck are met from that source. They are
paying absolutely no heed to the cries for
a parking deck referendum.

At a recently televised meeting of the
Town Council, our new Town Adminis-
trator made comments about the next
steps in the construction of a deck that
left me with the opinion that there was
nothing that was going to stop this steam-
roller.

The difficulty that opponents of this
costly parking deck have to deal with is
that we are experiencing a substantial
period of prosperity and, seeing the
present success of our central business
district, most Westfield residents want
to see that prosperity continue.

Thanks to a persistent group of down-
town property owners, many
Westfielders have come to accept the
idea that more parking is essential for
the survival of the downtown.

What few people seem to consider is
that when a recession hits Westfield, as
one inevitably will, many of the present
businesses in town might no longer exist
and $35,000 parking spaces in a parking
deck could become be a substantial li-
ability to the fiscal condition of the
municipality. When that time comes,
the empty parking spaces in a deck will
be attractive only to commuters. If my
theory is correct, we should build a
parking deck on the eastbound side of
the railroad.

I have spent 14 years in municipal
government — six as a Westfield coun-
cilman, four years as its mayor and four
as a municipal business administrator.
In every instance, whenever municipal
budget increases were being defended,
the term “mandatory expenses” came
up. These are, for the most part, made up
of salary and benefit expenses which are
dictated by labor contracts. Another
mandatory expense is debt service. Once
a municipality takes on debt for its capi-
tal improvement programs, it must re-
pay that debt. One way to keep those
“mandatory expenses” under control in
Westfield is to not take on the debt for a
new parking deck!

It should also be noted that the West-
field Board of Education is presenting
the taxpayers with a referendum on De-
cember 12, seeking to borrow $14.9
million for 14 new classrooms at the
high school and for various improve-
ments to the athletic facilities at Kehler
Stadium. If approved, the impact on
taxpayers will be enormous. Not only
will there be the tremendous increase in
taxes for the debt service for the $14.9
million plus interest, there will be the
future costs associated with hiring new
teachers for the new classrooms. How-
ever, I believe that many homeowners
and parents in town are ready to support
the Board of Education and may feel that
this expenditure will be a good invest-
ment in our future youth and in our town.

Can the Town Council say something
similar about a parking deck being a
good investment in the future of our
town when it will probably be built in the
wrong place for commuters and may not
be convenient or popular with shoppers?

Raymond W. Stone
Westfield

Sprucing Up Downtown Scotch Plains
Will Create Unique, Thriving Centre

Business and government leaders in Scotch Plains
deserve a hand for their efforts at making some real
and visible progress toward revitalizing the township’s
business district on Park Avenue, Front Street and
East Second Street, as well as their plans for the
future.

Admittedly, downtown Scotch Plains is situated in
a tough spot — next door to Westfield’s own vibrant
business district, composed of a mix of retail chain
outlets and mom-and-pop stores, and down the road
from the refurbished Blue Star Shopping Center in
Watchung and the soon-to-open shopping center on
Route 22 in North Plainfield. This has presented
quite a challenge for the township’s business com-
munity, led by the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) — to establish an
identity for itself that would be unique enough from
its neighbors to attract shoppers and visitors.

But the challenge is being met. Back in 1998, the
Scotch Plains Township Council, led by Mayor Joan
Papen and working with the former Downtown De-
velopment Committee and the SPBPA, took some
important steps when it approved placement in the
downtown of “Enjoy That Hometowne Feeling”
streetside banners, as well as the welcoming signs at
the township’s borders. The gazebo was also placed
on the Village Green at the corner of Front Street and
Park Avenue that same year.

Last year’s council, with Geri M. Samuel in the
Mayor’s chair, was successful at securing an impres-
sive amount of grants earmarked for downtown
development efforts. This year, under Mayor Martin
L. Marks, further progress was made, with the devel-
opment of a streetscape plan and the placing of
benches, planters and new trash receptacles in the
business district. New, more attractive lighting is
also being put into place. Additionally, the local
Zoning Board has approved several second-story
additions to the mostly one-story buildings located
in the downtown.

Business and government leaders appear to have
settled on a strategy for creating the kind of down-
town they feel would make Scotch Plains a desired
place to visit — and it doesn’t involve trying to
transform the area into a carbon copy of its neigh-
bors. Instead, recognizing that small, independently-
owned businesses will have a hard time competing
with nearby mass merchandisers, local leaders hope
to turn downtown Scotch Plains into a collection of
small, boutique-style shops offering antiques, gifts,
crafts, hobbyists’ items and the like.

SPBPA President Ray Pardon mentioned New
Hope, Pa. a few months back when trying to come up
with a comparison for what he hoped Scotch Plains
would ultimately resemble.

We welcome the goals of not only the SPBPA, but

also the Township Council and the Downtown Task
Force, which is made up of local businesspeople and
government officials. And we urge them to continue
their efforts, from both a short-term and long-term
perspective. What more can be done to create more of
a downtown feeling in Scotch Plains? Plenty, from
our view.

We’d hope more applications are presented — and
approved — for second-story additions in the area.
Besides creating a resident population that visits the
businesses downstairs and makes the entire area more
secure, from an aesthetic standpoint, the downtown
will look more attractive with more two-story build-
ings enveloping the area. We’d urge restaurants down-
town, subject to council approval, to place tables and
chairs on the sidewalk for al fresco dining in warm
weather. Recognizing that there are some differences
over the wisdom of doing so, we’d still like to see
further movement on the sale of the hedge property
next to the Municipal Building and its development
into a mixed-use building.

And perhaps it’s time to revisit the question of
giving East Second Street and Plainfield and West-
field Avenues a secondary name — Centre Boulevard
— as was proposed in 1998 before some citizen
opposition killed the idea. It was first proposed as a
way to identify and unify the downtown area, not to
sow confusion about proper mailing addresses among
homeowners.

Longer-term, we hope that local officials and
businesspeople are firm in their apparent opposition
to the new bridge that the state wants to build over
Route 22. Such a bridge, at least the way it appears
now, could lead to a drastic increase in traffic — both
cars and trucks — through downtown Scotch Plains
and, perhaps, lead to Park Avenue being turned into
a four-lane mini-highway that would choke off present
attempts to revitalize the central business district. In
addition, some have raised the notion of relocating
the Municipal Building elsewhere in town. The build-
ing is getting old and is quite cramped, so perhaps
moving it, along with the firehouse behind it, to a new
modern facility outside of the downtown would not
be a bad thing to consider at some point.

We like Councilwoman Samuel’s idea, expressed
during the recent campaign, of eventually turning the
area where the Municipal Building and firehouse are
now located into a pedestrian-type mall similar to the
antique shops behind the Stage House Inn.

We’re glad to see progress being made in revitaliz-
ing downtown Scotch Plains and making that area a
more desirable destination for shoppers and visitors.
Only through the continued dedication and commit-
ment of the Township Council and business commu-
nity can the vision that’s been laid out for the central
business district be achieved.

Girls Athletic Complex And WHS Addition
Head List of Benefits From Westfield Bond

On Tuesday, December 12, voters in Westfield will
have the opportunity to head to the polls to decide the
fate of a $21 million bond referendum which, if
passed will provide much-needed improvements to
Westfield High School.

These improvements include a 55,000 square foot
addition to the current, outdated science wing and
renovations to other classrooms which are in need of
an overall facelift.

Another important aspect contained in this bond
referendum is the proposed Girls’ Athletic Complex
which would be built adjacent to the existing Gary
Kehler Stadium. This facility would house a girls’
locker room and a weight room facility which would
be available for use by both boys’ and girls’ athletic
teams.

The issue of athletic equity has been of paramount
concern since the 1972 passage of Title IX, federal

Westfield PTC, PTA Presidents Favor
Passage of Bond for WHS Improvements

legislation that bans sex discrimination in schools,
whether it be in academics or athletics.

At an October 30 special meeting of the Board of
Education, Westfield High School girls’ track and
field Head Coach Nancy Carpenter called this an
issue of equity in its most basic level.

This, Ms. Carpenter said, “has been a long time
coming. The girls deserve a place to call their own.”

Westfield has long been known as a top school
district in the state of New Jersey and one of New
Jersey’s better towns to raise a family. Westfield’s
kids deserve top-caliber facilities in which to excel
both on in and out of the classroom.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley
noted that residents of Westfield are not thrilled about
the potential increase in taxes resulting from the
passage of this bond proposal, but he did say that they
are in support of improvements to the schools.

Editor’s Note:  The following letter
was signed by the following PTA Presi-
dents: Nancy Musat, Westfield High
School; Donna Perch and Claire
Hughes, Edison Intermediate School;
Muffy Mahoney and Barbara
Iannazzone, Roosevelt Intermediate
School; Peggy Oster and Sharon Maher,
Franklin Elementary School; Anne
Bergin and Debbie Adsit, Jefferson El-
ementary School; Renate Bieber and
Liz Wolf, McKinley Elementary School;
Sheri Cognetti and Michelle Lynes,
Tamaques Elementary School; Cathy
Hawkins and Vicki Reimlinger, Wash-
ington Elementary School; Carrie
Mumford and Cathy Daly, Wilson El-
ementary School.

*  *  *  *  *
Representing all nine of Westfield’s

schools, we would like to encourage
voters to support the December 12th
bond referendum. Our high school is in
desperate need of improvements. As we
enter into the year 2001, the quality
education that our students receive at
the high school must be continued. How-
ever, the facility is aging badly and
enrollment is increasing.

Please vote “yes” on Tuesday, De-
cember 12. The polls will be open from
2 - 9 p.m.

Christine Foley
PTC President

Westfield

Catch the Brass Ring
brass ring, catch the - Today, if

someone comes into unexpected
wealth, success or achieves a presti-
gious position, one could say about
such a person that he hit the lottery.
In an earlier time, before lotteries, it
was more likely that the recipient of
unexpected good fortune caught the
brass ring. My, how the measure-
ments of success have escalated.
Today’s lottery jackpots are mea-
sured in millions of dollars, while
the brass ring had little monetary
value for the risk involved. Never-
theless, the lucky recipient of such a
brass ring did achieve a lot of satis-
faction.

The brass ring idiom can be traced
to the custom of 20th century merry-
go-round operators to provide a spe-
cial incentive to its riders. The in-
ducement consisted of one or more
brass rings that were placed in a
precarious position approximately
two feet from the edge of the merry-
go-round. If one was very quick and
was willing to risk life and limb he
could grab one of the brass rings and,
for his trouble, get a free ride in the
bargain. The brass ring’s survival as
a colloquialism is an excellent ex-
ample of the importance that simple
pleasures and achievements play in
our lives.
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Westfield Boosters Urge Support
Of Bond Referendum by Voters

During the 1999-2000 school year
over 500 young men and 500 young
women participated in interscholastic
athletics at Westfield High School. It is
estimated that those numbers will be
exceeded for the 2000-2001 school year
and will continue to climb into the fore-
seeable future.

The Westfield School Boosters Asso-

ciation believes that interscholastic ath-
letics is an important aspect of the qual-
ity of life of the participants and to all
Westfield High School students. We feel
that athletics and the school spirit gener-
ated by athletics is a major contributor to
an overall sense of community among
students.

We feel that sports provides the stu-
dents with a unique opportunity to ac-
tively participate and enjoy their four
years in the Westfield High School com-
munity while also teaching them valu-
able life lessons that can improve, among
other things, their work ethic, physical
fitness, leadership skills, team building
skills, time management skills and di-
versity appreciation.

In short, the Boosters feel that athletic
participation can help to build more well-
rounded individuals who can then better
contribute as citizens of our towns, states
and country.

Although the sports related portion of
the proposed Westfield Board of Educa-
tion referendum is only a small percent-
age of the total, the Boosters feel that all
the included improvements and expan-
sion are essential to the continued deliv-
ery of high quality education at West-
field High School.

We unanimously endorse the Board
of Education referendum and urge all the
citizens of Westfield to support our high
school students and student athletes by
voting “yes” on the December 12th.

Officers/Members Westfield
School Boosters Association

Town Must Take Action
To Minimize Impact

On Traffic of ShopRite
Now that ShopRite is a reality, it is

imperative that actions be taken, not just
studied, to alleviate/minimize the hor-
rendous traffic - safety problems that
will occur. While there will be traffic
pattern changes that will effect us, the
major safety problem, and what should
be our no. 1 priority, will be the vehicle
dangers confronting the Westfield chil-
dren at Gumbert Field.

A tragedy is in the making — action
must be taken now to prevent it from
occurring. The best way to avoid such a
tragedy is to abandon that portion of
South Chestnut between Fourth and
North Avenues as a street. Convert it to
become part of the Green Acres of
Gumbert.

The starting point for the town’s ac-
tions to address the coming traffic prob-
lems should be this closing, and then
address the traffic pattern hanges and the
appropriate corrective actions.

Charles Whedon
Westfield

Westfield Lions Thank Community
For Eyeglass Donations for Needy

When you walk downtown and come
to the corner of East Broad and Elm
Streets, have you ever wondered why the
yellow mail box is there? It was placed
there to collect used eyeglasses and hear-
ing aids and the people of Westfield
have been very busy in putting glasses

and a few hearing aids into the box.
The program was started in 1926 when

Helen Keller challenged the International
Convention of Lions to put their efforts
into helping the blind and sight im-
paired. This challenge was picked up
and thus began one of the largest recy-
cling programs in the world.

In the past three years, we here in New
Jersey have collected over 250,000 pairs
of eyeglasses. The lenses that were re-
covered were then sorted and prepared
to meet the needs of the underprivileged
throughout the world. Lenses have been
shipped to 37 countries.

The people of Westfield have been an
enormous help to the local Lions Club in
support of this program. On behalf of the
250,000 people that are now able to
enjoy their life a little better, we the
Westfield Lions say thank you.

J. F. Ambos
Westfield
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