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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Hurry, Offer Expires 11/30/00***!  Call 1-800-730-1234 or  908-654-4100 and get:

It’s Comcast @Home High Speed

Internet Service, and it’s available right

now for as low as $32.95 a month**.

There’s another Internet out there. And $100 says you’ll love it.
It’s 50 times faster than 56K, twice as fast as DSL 640K,

and it's powered by cable*. We'll give you $100 just for trying it! 

★ To claim your gift check please follow the instructions listed at www.comcastonline.com/giftcheck.htm
* Speed comparisons are for downloads only (and are compared to 56K and 640K). Upstream speed limited to 128 Kbps. Actual speeds may vary. Many factors affect download speed. Ask about speed when you call or visit www.home.com/speed. Not available in all locations. For

questions about minimum requirements and complete details about service and prices, please call 1-888-308-HOME. @Home and the @ ball logo are registered trademarks of At Home Corporation.
** After first month, a $39.95 monthly charge will take effect. The $39.95 per month includes $32.95 for @Home service and $7.00 for modem rental. Monthly fee is just $32.95 with modem purchase. Call for details. There is an additional fee of $10 per month for cus-

tomers that do not subscribe to Comcast Basic and Standard cable television service. Franchise fees and applicable taxes are additional. Service subject to availability in certain Comcast areas only. Other restrictions apply.
*** Free Quickstart kit requires customer installation. Offer available to new residential customers located in Comcast Cable wired and serviceable areas only. Professional Standard Installation available for $49. A 30-day money-back guarantee applies to the cost of

Professional Standard Installation and equipment (modem) purchase excluding taxes and franchise fees. Equipment must be returned in its original condition less reasonable wear and tear. Additional installation charges for custom inside wiring work may
apply. Limited-time offer expires 11/30/00.

• A FREE First Month of Comcast @Home** • A FREE Installation With A Quickstart Kit**** • A $100 Gift Check★

There�s another Internet out there. And $100 says you�ll love it.

Hurry, Offer Expires 12/15/00***!

12/15/00

SALE! 40% to 50% OFF
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beautiful things
1838 East Second Street

Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

SHOP EARLY WITH
$ 10 OFF    Purchase of $50 or More
$ 20 OFF   Purchase of $100 or More

Valid Thru December 9th
Sale items, special orders

 and layaways excluded

Holiday Greetings
from beautiful things

Thames Water Company of London Completes
Acquisition of Elizabethtown for $607 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A year in the mak-
ing, Elizabethtown Water Co. is now
a division of London, England-based
Thames Water Co., the third largest
global water and waste water pro-
vider. The agreement was officially
signed November 29 at E’town’s
Westfield office.

Thames Water is the leading pro-
vider of water and wastewater ser-
vices in the United Kingdom and
the third largest investor-owned
water company worldwide in terms
of population served. The New Jer-
sey Board of Public Utilities ap-
proved the transaction on October
13.

E’town Corporation is the parent
company of Elizabethtown Water
Company, which provides retail wa-
ter service in central New Jersey
and, on a wholesale basis, a portion
of the water requirements of eight
municipal systems and three inves-
tor-owned water companies.

E’town’s President Andrew
Chapman said the company is now
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Thames Water as have regulated
utilities that are subsidiaries of
E’town.

Thames, which serves a popula-
tion of more than 23 million cus-
tomers world-wide, employs 14,000
persons, takes over a E’town com-
pany with a workforce of 500 plus
and one million customers.

“We believe our customers will
benefit from this combination be-
cause we here at Elizabethtown now
have access to the expertise, the
technology and the financial capac-
ity of a truly global water service
organization,” Mr. Chapman stated.

E’town’s services will continue
to be regulated by the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities and the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

He said E’town customers will

not see any changes in services at
first but will see improved customer
service over time. Mr. Chapman
noted that Thames will continue to
invest in E’town’s infrastructure as
it applies to water quality.

Mr. Chapman noted that areas
served by E’town are seeing “sub-
stantial population growth ands busi-
ness growth.” “Therefore it is criti-
cal for a company like this to keep

to grow our business even faster,”
Mr. Alexander stated. Thames will
be the principal water operations
division of RWE.

Thames has owned a wastewater
processing, equipment manufactur-
ing and installation company in
Houston and a drinking water treat-
ment facilities engineering firm in
Pittsburgh since the early 1990s.
The E’town transaction, however,

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOINING FORCES...Andrew Chapman, President of Elizabethtown Water,
and Bill Alexander, Chief Executive Officer of Thames Water, were all smiles
last week in announcing the completion of the purchase of E’town by Thames.

marks the beginning of Thames’
retail water supply operations in the
United States. E’town shareholders
overwhelmingly approved the
merger in May.

Mr. Alexander said the merger
with RWE will not impact Thames
plans for E’town. Thames will con-
tinue to be located in London with
Mr. Alexander continuing as CEO.

Under the acquisition agreement,
Thames Water agreed to acquire
E’town for $607 million, or $68 per
share, in cash. Thames Water has
also assumed the net debt of E’town
which was $341 million as of Sep-
tember 30, 1999.

As part of the transaction Anne
Estabrook, chairman of E’town since
May 1997 and a director since 1985,
is retiring along with E’town’s out-
side directors. Professional manag-
ers from Thames’ United Kingdom
operations will work alongside Mr.
Chapman at E’town.

E’town operates two regulated
water utilities (Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company and The Mount Holly
Water Company), two non-regulated
contract operations (Liberty Water
Company and Edison Water Com-
pany), a regulated wastewater com-
pany (Applied Wastewater Manage-
ment, Inc.), an engineering/opera-
tions business (Applied Water Man-
agement, Inc.) and a real estate com-
pany (E’town Properties, Inc.).

Elizabethtown Water was orga-
nized in 1854 and benefited from
the involvement of four generations
of the Kean family.up with and anticipate those invest-

ment needs,” the E’town President
commented.

Bill Alexander, Thames Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, said the company,
like E’Town, is focused on its cus-
tomers. He said Thames is also clos-
ing on the purchase of a water com-
pany in Chile.

“So we are a fast growing com-
pany. We are a very ambitious com-
pany,” he added. He noted that

Thames is upgrading its customer
service system.

Meanwhile, Thames is about to
become a division of RWE, the fifth
largest company in Germany with
150,000 employees. RWE is one of
the largest electricity and gas com-
panies in Europe and has become a
major player in the water and waste-
water management sectors.

“It (the merger with RWE) gives
us the financial capacity to continue

News Highlights
TRENTON – State Senate Presi-

dent Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd) last week unveiled a
16-point plan aimed at protecting,
conserving, monitoring, testing and
defending and the state’s drinking
water.

The Senate President was joined at
the State House press conference by
Senators Leonard Connors (R-9th)
and Senate Environment Committee
Chairman Hank McNamara (R-40th),
along with members of the state’s
leading environmental groups.

The proposal provides an action
plan for ensuring clean water by
targeting potential threats to the
state’s drinking water supplies.

The proposal would create a $50
million, non-lapsing “Water Quality
Remediation Fund; dedicate $20
million in grants and loans to pro-
vide for the proper closure,
remediation, capping and beneficial
reuse of orphaned municipal land-
fills.

Grants totaling $15 million would
also be available to reduce non-point
source pollution, including prevent-
ing excessive runoff of agricultural
wastes and pesticides. Another $15
million would be made available to
facilitate the connection of homes
with contaminated wells to public
water systems, or to public sewerage

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Holiday Store Hours:
Mon, Tue & Wed – 9am to 7pm • Thur –  9am to 8pm • Fri –  9am to 5:30pm • Sat – 10am to 6:30pm • Sun – Noon to 4pm

Visit Our Website

Up-To-The-Minute Wireless Technology

$10500 CASH BACK
$75 dollar mail-in cash back service rebate on new activation of select AT&T calling
plans at $29.99 per month and above PLUS a $30 mail-in rebate on any Nokia Phone,

Motorola V2397 or Ericsson R280LX when you activate on Any AT&T Plan.

Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your
Cellular Accessory Needs.

Up-to 1,000 Night & Weekend Minutes At No Charge, Every Month for One Year!

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

UP
TO

AT&T Digital Advantage� Plans

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 250 + 500 = 750

$49.99 600 + 1000 =1600

$39.99 400 + 1000 =1400

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com

Regional Advantage Plan�

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 120 + 500 = 620

$39.99 200 + 1000 =1200

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Call Anywhere in the US with
NO Long Distance Charges


