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7:00 PM until 1:00 AM
December 31, 2000

Join The
Celebration!

Call (908) 518-2983 – Leave Message
Admission Buttons: $10.00  12/1-12/30 • $12.00  12/31

Children 3 and under admitted free

Volunteers Needed
for December 31

First Night Westfield 2001, sponsored by The Westfield “Y”, The Westfield Foundation and
The Town of Westfield, is looking for volunteers . If you would like to volunteer your time for
this community event, please stop by The Westfield “Y”'', or call (908) 518-2983.

Volunteers who donate 2 hours will get:
• A Free First Night Westfield Tee Shirt
• Free Admission to Over 25 Scheduled First Night Westfield Events
• Admission to the Volunteer Reception Room at The Westfield “Y”
On the Night of the Event (Refreshments!)

• Knowing That You Are a Major Part of First Night Westfield and
That You Are Helping to Keep This Event Affordable to All!

If you know someone who is interested in volunteering, please have them come in to sign
up or call Julia Black 908-518-2983.: Attend the volunteer meeting on December 16, 138
Ferris Place, Westfield to receive your assignment and tee shirt. 10 A.M.

“Welcome Home to Westfield”
Holiday Events Calendar 2000

Happy Holidays!

Thursday, December 7
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 9
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony group will perform throughout downtown Westfield.
Sunday, December 10
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Thursday, December 14
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 16
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 17
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 23
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 31
7:00 PM - 1:00 AM First Night Westfield
An alcohol-free celebration of the arts throughout Westfield. Information: 908-518-2983.
Sunday, January 21, 2001
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Ice Sculpting in downtown Westfield
 Westfield Winterfest

Freeholders Approval Paves Way
For Marine Trash Transfer Facility

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Following a three-
hour standing-room only hearing end-
ing around 11 p.m., the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders amended
its Solid Waste Management Plan last
Thursday night, thus paving the way
for construction of a barge-to-rail ma-
rine garbage transfer station on the
Linden waterfront.

The $50 million marine transfer ter-
minal and intermodal container facil-
ity will handle up to 10,000 tons of
trash a day from New York City. The
trash will be deodorized and loaded in
the enclosed facility into sealed steel
containers and transported by rail to
landfills operated by Allied Waste In-
dustries, Inc. in South Carolina and
Georgia. The train will pass through
Middlesex and Somerset Counties en
route to the southern states.

The City of Linden would reportedly
receive between $3 million and $5 mil-
lion in host community fees from
Browning Ferris Industries (BFI), plus
free garbage pickup service as part of
the agreement with BFI. Carteret turned
down a similar proposal for a marine
terminal from BFI.

Dave Iverson, representing BFI, said
the transfer station will be built in a
remote industrial area where the
Rahway River and the Arthur Kill wa-
terway meet on the site of a former
American Cyanamid chemical plant.
He said the facility, if approved by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), should be up and running
within three years. The agreement be-
tween New York City and BFI is for 20
years.

Proponents argued that the mile-long
train will be built in a industrial area 1.7
miles from the nearest residence and
will reduce the number of trucks on
New Jersey’s highways by 1,000 to
2,000 per day.

Opponents from Middlesex County
charged that the facility will be built
within 50 feet of Metuchen and St.
Joseph’s High Schools in Metuchen
and in close proximity to homes in the
county. Many Middlesex County resi-
dents and officials were most concerned
of the train’s closeness to natural gas
pipelines, given the explosion a few
years ago at the Durham Woods apart-
ment complex in Edison.

“We certainly wish there was an-
other solution, but frankly I don’t see

another solution,” responded Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan
prior to the board’s 7-0 vote to approve
the transfer station in its solid waste
plan.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender, a former
Mayor of Fanwood, said Union County
has lost the fight in the past to block
trash from coming into New Jersey
from out-of-state per the interstate com-
merce section of the United States
Constitution.

“So we now have to deal with the
reality of how to best manage the pro-
cess of how to protect the safety and
welfare and the environment for the
people of this county as well as for our
neighbors,” Mrs. Stender stated.

She called New York City Council,
which approved the transfer station by
a 45-1-1 tally last week, “irrespon-
sible” for forcing their garbage on New
Jersey.

Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari, the
only member of the nine-member board
that lives in Linden, responded, “Gar-
bage is something that is not going to
stop; it is going to be coming here
whether we like it or not. So at least we
can have a say in which way it goes and
how it goes there.”

Westfield resident and Freeholder,
Mary Ruotolo, in weighing the op-
tions, said in her mind “rail transport is
the safer means and the most environ-
mentally friendly and the most cost
efficient way to transport garbage
through our state.”

The project also met with the ap-
proval of the Union County Alliance,
Union County Chamber of Commerce
and members of the various building
trade unions.

Dr. Henry Ross of the Alliance, rep-
resenting business, education and gov-
ernment leaders, called the transfer sta-
tion “good for Union County, good for
the region and good for the state” by
bringing to life a vacant industrial site
while removing trucks from Union
County roadways.

Union County Chamber President
Jim Coyle said that by transporting the
garbage by rail, “New Jersey residents
will not have to see it, smell it or drive
behind it.”

In opposition to the project, Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, whose Sixth
District includes Middlesex and
Monmouth Counties, urged the Union
County Freeholders “not to adopt any
plan that would allow for the trash train

to proceed.” He called the BFI pro-
posal “ill-conceived” and “another ex-
ample of New York trying to pass off
their problems to us in the State of New
Jersey.” He said the potential traffic
snarls at grade crossings combined with
the trash train’s closeness to a under-
ground natural gas pipeline would cre-
ate an “intolerable situation.”

Woodbridge City Councilman Frank
Pelzman cited concerns over idling
trains behind people’s homes. He said
his has “grave concerns” over the trash
train given the fact that the CSX and
Conrail freight trains will come within
25 feet of homes in the Port Reading
section of the city.

He noted that while New Jersey com-
munities recycle 60 percent of their
solid waste, New York City’s rate is
just 18 to 20 percent, “which means
there is two-thirds more garbage com-
ing here of items that could be recycled
but are not recycled.” Mr. Pelzman also
cited a list of nine environmental viola-
tions that have cost BFI hundreds of
thousands of dollars dating back to
1976.

Metuchen Mayor Edmund O’Brien
told the freeholders that along nine
miles of the trash train’s route in
Middlesex County are natural gas pipe-
lines. He said the Port Reading freight
line, which will be used to transport
New York’s solid waste, is lightly used
today. He said the pipeline is located
along the slopes of the rail line.

Mayor O’Brien said if one of rail
cars were collapse it would be “almost
guaranteed” to puncture the high pres-
sured gas line.

“Why we can’t regulate interstate
commerce I think we can regulate pub-
lic safety. What you will be doing to-
night is putting people at risk if you
approve this transit plan,” Mayor
O’Brien stated.

Middlesex County Freeholder
Camille Fernicola, noted that the county
has a population of 750,000, said the
county has eight grade crossings along
the Port Reading line.

“I ask you to use whatever power
you have to make the railroad people
send it north to Newark and up to
Albany and let it go where it may,” she
added. “New York City is responsible
for its garbage.”

The next step in construction of the
BFI facility is the permitting process
before state Department of Environ-
mental Protection.


