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Westfield Voters
To Decide Fate

Of $21 Mil. Bond
By MELISSA BETKOWSKI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On Tuesday, December 12, voters
in Westfield will go to the polls to
cast their ballots in a special election
to determine the fate of an over $21
million improvement plan for
Westfield High School.

The plan contains three major com-
ponents, according to Dr. William J.
Foley, Superintendent of Schools.
These components are, a 55,000
square foot addition to the science
wing at the high school, general reno-
vations to the high school and the
construction of a Girls’ Athletic Com-
plex adjacent to Kehler Stadium.

Of that $21 million dollar plan, the
district is eligible to receive $6.5
million in state aid, which will leave
almost $15 million to be borrowed in
a 20-year bond. At a 6 percent inter-
est rate, what this means for taxpay-
ers is a 7 cent tax increase on every
$100 of assessed value. This equates
to an increase of approximately $126
annually of the property taxes on the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $178,000.

The district has two outstanding
bonds currently. One which was
passed in 1986, goes until August 1,
2001, with $494,000 remaining on
the principal to be paid back. The
other, passed in 1998 for improve-
ments to the district’s elementary
schools has $11,595,000 remaining.

According to Dr. Foley, the district
may also be eligible for retroactive
aid on the 1998 bond under the School
Facilities Improvement Act in the
sum of 40 percent of the bond amount.

Dr. Foley said that after this bond,
he and the Board of Education do not
see the need for more bonds.

“Yes, we will continue to have a
maintenance budget and capital im-
provements, but no more bonds,” the
superintendent stated.

Dr. Foley noted that it is difficult to
foresee need, since the school popu-
lation in Westfield is growing rap-
idly.

“We can’t put up a ‘no vacancy’
signs,” he said.

He said that the timing on this
bond was excellent, with the state
funds being available. Dr. Foley noted
that there are 75 New Jersey school
districts with bond referenda set for
December 12.

“There are more districts seeking
money than there is money,” he
added.

When asked about the fate of this
bond, he said, “I like to be optimis-
tic, but I’m unsure (if it will pass).”
He noted that people who are against
an increase in property taxes are not
against improvements to the schools.

The superintendent urged residents
to vote, saying “this is important to
everyone regardless of whether you
have children.”

MAKING THE TOWN FESTIVE...A dozen members from the Garden Club of
Westfield brought the Christmas spirit to Broad and Elm Streets last week as
they swirled bright red ribbons around the evergreens that grow in eight
planters placed at the intersection. Co-Chairwomen in charge of the planters,
Joanne Sullebarger, left, and Jeanne Glass proudly observe their creations.

Westfield Woman Killed
While Attempting

To Cross North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A 30-year-old Westfield woman
was killed Monday evening when
she was struck by two vehicles while
attempting to cross North Avenue,
West, to get to her car, authorities
said.

The victim, identified as Sherry
Warman, was pronounced dead at
the scene by paramedics following
the accident, which occurred at 5:45
p.m. in the 800 block of North Av-
enue, West.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department
said Ms. Warman was trying to get
to her 1999 Ford, which was parked
across the street from her home,
when the incident occurred. She
was not in a pedestrian crosswalk
when she was hit, the lieutenant
confirmed.

The victim was struck in the west-
bound lane by a 1993 Saab driven by
Lawrence Lerner, 65, of Warren, the
lieutenant said. The impact threw
her into the eastbound lane, where
she was hit by a 1976 Pontiac Catalina
operated by Michael Easse, 63, of
Cranford. Both drivers stopped at the

scene.
Neither of the men were charged

in the incident and there was no
evidence that either of them was
traveling at excessive speed, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau confirmed. The
speed limit at the location where the
accident occurred is 35 miles per
hour.

While the weather was clear that
night, Lieutenant Parizeau said that
darkness may have been a contrib-
uting factor in the tragedy. He said
the accident “was very similar to
the East Broad ones,” referring to
two pedestrian fatalities which oc-
curred in the town nearly two years
ago.

In January of 1999, 71-year-old
Ellen Interdonato of Scotch Plains
was struck by a vehicle as she crossed
East Broad Street en route to her car
following an evening concert at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Just one month later, a 23-year-old
Perth Amboy resident, Anna
Tkacova, who worked as a nanny for
a Westfield family, was killed as she
attempted to cross East Broad to pick
up a child from an after-school pro-
gram at Temple Emanu-El.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
POLISH TRADITIONS…Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield celebrated all things Polish last Sunday. Docents
prepared traditional foods, including potato pierogis, herring in cream sauce and a fruit compote to be sampled by visitors
to the museum.

School Official Optimistic That Referendum
Will Be Passed By Westfield Voters on Dec. 12

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield School Bond, part
of an over $21 million improvement
plan for Westfield High School, will
be put to vote on Tuesday, December
12. The potential tax impact on
Westfield residents, makes this plan,
like any other, a sensitive issue.

The bond referendum is the sec-
ond placed before voters by Board of
Education in the past two years. Vot-
ers supported an $11.7 million refer-
endum in December 1998 following
rejection by voters in 1994 of a $7.6
million bond request. The 1998 bond
funded additional classrooms at
McKinley and Franklin Elementary
Schools.

The 1994 bond was to fund addi-
tional classrooms at six schools. Fol-
lowing the referendum’s defeat, the
school board developed a plan to
create more classrooms at three
schools.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert A. Berman has said
that there does not seem to be orga-
nized opposition to the bond, but that
people appear to be in favor of it.

One community group strongly in
favor of the passage of the bond has
been the Westfield School Boosters
Association, who committed to help-

ing the Board of Education get the
bond passed.

Marty Silverman, President of the
Optimist Club of Westfield, said he has
spoken with many members, but has
not taken a formal poll of the club’s
membership. “There hasn’t been a
consensus among our members.”

Mr. Silverman did note that the
club’s focus is on the schools, there-
fore, “my own suspicion is that mem-

bers are in support of the bond.”
Past Optimist Club president and

Westfield High School social studies
teacher, Thomas Hornish, said that,
“historically the club’s focus is to
promote anything that supports the
youth.”

Dr. William J. Foley, who serves as
Superintendent of Schools in
Westfield as well as the Rotary Club
President, said that the Rotary does
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Parents, Staff Express Concerns
Over Parking Woes at Franklin

not take official positions on com-
munity issues. Dr. Foley did note that
he made a bond presentation to the
club’s members, but that he did not
ask for the club’s endorsement of the
bond issue.

Hye-Young Choi of Coldwell
Banker Realty in Westfield said,
“People are interested, it’s a sensi-
tive issue, but I don’t think it’s going
to change the market.”

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A contingent of faculty and par-
ents from Franklin Elementary
School turned out at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Board of Education meet-
ing to address a growing parking
problem at the elementary school.

Franklin, Westfield’s largest el-
ementary school, has seen staff num-
bers rise by 25 people over the last 10
years, which, according to Westfield
Education Association building rep-
resentative Kathy Stamberger, means

an additional 25 cars. This, Mrs.
Stamberger noted, does not include
visitors or lunch aides who are only
at the school for a short time.

Over the past two years, there have
been reports of seven cars damaged
around the school while parked in
the street. A number of windshields
have been reportedly broken by balls
or other things coming from the
school’s playground area. In one in-
stance, a car had a tree branch fall on
it, only to have the owner be told by
the town that if the rotting condition
of the tree had previously been re-
ported, the tree would have been
taken care of.

Currently, the teachers noted, that
residents around the school are pil-
ing leaves in the street, which does
not allow for parking in those areas.

Additionally, some residents have
taken to putting traffic cones in front
of their houses to prevent parking.

Board Member Eileen Satkin urged
the board to write a letter to the Town
Council addressing the issue of the
leaves, snow and street conditions.

“It’s not going to be an easy solu-
tion,” she said.

Board Member Annemarie Puleio
noted that leaves around the schools
are supposed to be bagged, not merely
piled in the street.

Board Vice President Arlene
Gardner noted that it seems as though
the neighbors of the school are not
being very considerate to the school’s
needs.

The majority of the balance of the
meeting was used to address the
board’s Technology Update.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert A. Berman said

that since the Administrative
Network’s inception four years ago,
there have been 97 computers placed
on the network, 72 of which are four
or more years old. The remaining 25
computers have been replaced within
the last 18 months.

Five of those computers replaced
were replaced this year. Mr. Berman
noted that one contributing factor is
the overuse of the computers, which
are used “all day, every day.”

Mr. Berman noted that a goal of
the administration is to restructure
the network’s management team to
reduce contracted services and in-
crease the use of in-house personnel.

Mrs. Puleio urged the board, “Don’t
let the administration get ‘A’ grade
(computers) and classes get ‘B’
grade.”

Director of Technology Darlene
Nowak noted that while initially the
district had computers in self-con-
tained labs or offices, currently all
classrooms and related spaces are
provided with computers and net-
work access. Ms. Nowak said that
there are 2,300 network “drops” in
the schools. A “drop” she said is an
outlet in the wall where users can
plug in network adapted hardware.

She said that while originally
schools used either dial-up or cable
modems to connect to the Internet,
now all network computers have ac-
cess to the Internet over that net-
work.

Prior to 1999, Ms. Nowak said,
only the administration was on the
district network, but as of December
2000 there are 6,000 users on the
network. Ms. Nowak said that when

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Acts to Hike
Meter Fees; Proposals

For Deck Design Received
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council took
action Tuesday night to double fees for
on-street and municipal parking lot
meters from 25 to 50 cents per hour.

The ordinance will come up for a
second reading and public hearing
on Tuesday, December 19. The ordi-
nance also extends operating hours
of the meters from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Monday though Saturday.

The fee increase follows similar
action taken by the Town Council to
hike commuter permit fees.

Officials have said the fee increases
are being put forth in order for the
town to build a sufficient revenue
source aimed at reducing debt for the
beginning years of operation of a
downtown parking deck.

The Town Council opted this past
summer to build a two- to three-tier
parking garage of 600 to 850 spaces,
estimated at $12 million, on existing
surface parking lots located on Pros-
pect and Elm Streets.

The town has sought proposals for
the design phase of the parking deck
from firms specializing in professional
engineering and architectural services.

Town Administrator Thomas Shan-
non told The Westfield Leader that he
wants to move forward on contracting
with a firm this month. He said three
companies, including Rich and Asso-
ciates out of Michigan, which com-
pleted a comprehensive parking and
feasibility study to build a downtown
deck, have replied to the town’s legal
notice. The other two firms are located
in New York City and New Jersey.

“I really want to move on this
project,” Mr. Shannon said.

According to a request for propos-
als legal notice published in The
Leader on November 16, the second
phase of the deck project includes
pre-design work encompassing soil
analysis, as well as property, utility
and environmental surveys.

The firm that is hired will also be
asked to complete a schematic de-
sign which includes architectural
options for the deck, as well as con-
sideration of nearby businesses and
residential properties and consider-
ation of a commercial and/or resi-
dential development along the front-
age of the parking garage.

The successful firm may also be
asked to prepare documents to hire a
contractor to build the deck, as well as
administer the construction phase of
the project.

The town anticipates closing the
Elm and Prospect lots for construction
of the deck beginning in January 2002,
with the deck expected to open to some
users by mid-November of 2002.

In other business, representatives
of The Westfield Foundation spoke
before the Town Council as the orga-
nization celebrates its 25th year in
existence.

Gerald J. Glasser, President of the
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, said

the Trustees are “trying to even the
playing field by reaching out to com-
munity leaders” by asking them to
encourage organizations to make
grant applications to the Foundation.

He said larger organizations submit
detailed proposals while smaller
groups often prepare “skimpy” pro-
posals, which he said is likely due to
a lack time to organize grant requests.

Mr. Glasser explained that the
Foundation is a trust fund that ben-
efits Westfielders. He said over the
years, the Foundation has “given out
hundreds of grants to non-profit or-
ganizations.” The Foundation does
not give out grants to individuals.

Gail A. Cassidy, who heads up the
Grants Committee, noted that the Foun-
dation has grown from $2,000 to $9
million in assets over the past quarter
of a century. A total of $2.5 million has
been given out in the form of grants
since the Foundation’s inception.

The assets are generated from an-
nual donations from the community
and large awards from estates.

Mrs. Cassidy said that two-thirds
of the Foundation’s grant budget this
year was geared toward education
programs ranging from computers
for senior citizens to funding the
hockey and girls lacrosse’ teams at
Westfield High School. A drug and
alcohol abuse awareness program at
the second grade level, as well as a
program for at-risk kids at the high
school, was also funded.

The Foundation has also helped
community groups boost member-
ship, such as the Westfield Sym-
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SP-F Voters Prepare to Go To Polls and Decide
Fate Of $35 Million School Bond Referendum

transfer will be necessary regardless of
how the vote on the bond referendum
turns out. According to a bond referen-
dum fact sheet, by moving the fifth
grade into the middle schools, the board
will only have to add classrooms onto
two schools, Coles and Terrill, saving
the district from having to add onto all
six grammar schools.

Also outlined in the fact sheet, the
board explained how overcrowding,
shared spaces, lack of walls in open
space areas and lack of ADA accommo-
dations all contribute to less than ad-
equate facilities. For example, each
school has only one multi-purpose room,
which serves as the school’s gymna-
sium, cafeteria and auditorium.

Each of these areas must compromise
their needs in order to accommodate the
other uses.

Open classrooms, separated by wall-
dividers create major noise problems,
which distract many students and old
electrical wiring does not support today’s
computer technology requirements.

Many different organizations and
prominent citizens from both munici-
palities have come forward to publicly
state their support for this project and
their hope that residents will vote favor-
ably to approve the bond referendum on
December 12.

Opposition to the bond referendum
has been expressed by some residents
who maintain that the tax structure is
unfairly burdensome to people without
children in the school system.

Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association President Ray Par-
don expressed his opinion that this project
is necessary for the overall good of the
community. He said that the business
association is in favor of this proposal
because quality education is essential to
a literate and well-educated workforce.

He also pointed out that the increased
value in real estate is a benefit that will
be realized by everyone, even those who
do not have children in the school sys-
tem.

ERA Suburban Realtor Dom Lamastra
expressed his opinion that although the
project will not significantly increase
the value of homes, an inadequate school
system can adversely affect real estate
values.

“One of the most important factors
that home buyers look for is a quality
school system. If people hear that our
facilities are inadequate, the value of
real estate will suffer,” he said

He added that the estimated tax in-
crease is not significant enough to ad-
versely affect the market.

“If this were a very large tax increase
it could adversely affect the market, but
this is not a significant enough increase
to lower real estate values,” he said.

Neither the Scotch Plains Senior
Citizen’s Coalition nor the Rotary Club,
who were contacted by The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, had an official
position on the bond referendum.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
SINGING IN THE SEASON…During Union County’s Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony at the Mountainside Stables in the Watchung Reservation, the
Celebration Singers of Cranford ushered in the holiday season with festive
melodies for all to enjoy.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• A North Avenue hair salon reported

the theft of $1,932.67 in currency, ac-
cording to police. The matter remained
under investigation this week.

• Police received a report concerning
a shoplifting incident at a North Avenue
pharmacy. The suspect was described as
a white male in his 50s, 6 feet tall with a
medium build, having dark hair streaked
with gray and a full beard, and wearing
a dark blue sweatshirt with a “Navy
SEALS” logo.

According to police, the pharmacy’s
security system was activated as the sus-
pect exited the premises, alerting store
personnel. The suspect then fled across the
railroad tracks at the rear of the store. It
was unknown what merchandise was taken.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
• Four Westfield men were arrested

and charged with disorderly conduct fol-
lowing an altercation on Central Avenue.
The suspects — identified as Manuel
Gomez, 41, Romano Santiago, 22, José
Santiago, 25, and Jorge Cabrera, 42 –
were released on their own recognizance.

• Two Westfield women who were
traveling in a motor vehicle on South
Avenue, West, reported they were the
victims of simple assault during an alter-
cation with the occupants of another
vehicle.

The incident occurred in the 900 block of
that street. According to police, the victims
stated they were struck in the face and that
one of them was pushed to the ground.

Neither of the victims was injured,
police said, and no one was charged in
connection with the incident at press time.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
• It was reported to police that some-

one spray painted the side of a house on
West Broad Street.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
• Angela Winters, 27, of Mountainside

was arrested on Mountain Avenue near
Park Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated and with refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalyzer test. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

• A Barchester Way resident reported an
act of burglary and theft at his residence in
which an undetermined amount of jewelry
and a chess set were removed. Entry was
gained by breaking a window, police said.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
• License plates were reported stolen

from a motor vehicle in a driveway on
Cumberland Street.

• A 10-foot by 8-foot rug valued at
$1,800 was reported stolen from a va-
cant apartment on Sussex Street. Police
said entry was gained through the front
door.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the wiring is completed, there will
be over 100 miles of network cable
installed.

Some highlights of the technol-
ogy program in the schools, she
noted, have been “distributed re-
search services” in the high school
down to the fifth grades. This al-
lows students to search the library
card catalogs from their classes in-
stead of having to go to the library
to do so. Also, she said that every
teacher, principal and administra-
tor has been given access to e-mail,
which has enhanced communica-
tions. Ms. Nowak also discussed the
district’s file and print services, as
well as security features.

She said that every user has ac-
cess to space on the district’s file
server to save work and other files.
She highlighted the networked print
services which allow users to print
to any number of printers, which
reduce the delays if a certain printer
might be out of order. Network se-
curity, she said, provides each user
with a unique log-in and password.

Ms. Nowak noted that the district
boasts 1,500 connected devices, in-
cluding 400 new computers. She
also discussed the provision of
laptops for teachers at Westfield
High School.

She also discussed the challenges
to the technology initiative in the
schools, such as equipment that
doesn’t work and getting teachers

to incorporate technology into their
curricula.

Ms. Novak spoke of the focus
having been on expansion, and now
shifting to enhancement. In terms
of budget priorities for the next year,
Ms. Nowak said the focus has to be
on technical support and curricu-
lum integration. Also, she said, the
district needs to deal with upgrades
and new purchases to keep moving
forward.

Board Member B. Carol Molnar
asked, “Does technology increase
student achievement?”

Dr. Foley said that he has not seen
definitive evidence to prove either
way.

Parents, Staff Express Concerns
Over Parking Woes at Franklin

Kathy Jackson Receives
Masters of Arts in Teaching
From Fairleigh Dickinson
WESTFIELD — Kathy Jackson

of Westfield, received her Masters of
Arts in Teaching (M.A.T. degree)
from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity this past summer.

To fulfill the degree requirement,
Ms. Jackson taught at her alma mater,
Roosevelt Intermediate School 6th
grade World Geography under the
mentorship of Karen Lust.

Ms. Jackson is employed by the
Scotch Plains - Fanwood School
District as an 8th grade World His-
tory / Cultures teacher.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

Coach Remembers
Courtney E. Metzger
For Spirit and Talent

Courtesy of The Northeastern News of Northeastern University

SHARING GOOD TIMES...Courtney
Metzger, left, and her friend Kristi Keller
pose for a photo at Northeastern University
in Boston.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Courtney
Elizabeth Metzger was recalled by
her former coach this week for her
vibrant personality, as well as her
skill on the field, while a member of
the varsity girls’ soccer team at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

“A great person to have on the
team, a hard worker, always in a
great mood,” said Frank Butz, who
coached her during her junior and
senior years. “She was a very impor-
tant part of our team and fun to be
around.”

The 21-year-old, who graduated
in 1998, died last Friday at Danbury
Hospital in Connecticut of in-
juries she sustained in a high-
way accident that occurred on
the evening of November 26.

A criminal justice major at
Northeastern University in
Boston, Miss Metzger was one
of four women traveling in a
car which collided with a jack-
knifed tractor trailer on Inter-
state 84 in Newtown, Conn.

Miss Metzger, a passenger
in the Chevy Corsica, suffered
head injuries in the accident
and was admitted to the hospi-
tal in critical condition. The
three other young women in
the car, including driver
Cynthia Cochran, 22, of Bos-
ton, and passengers Patricia
Lobo, 19, of Warren and Mel-
issa Cohen, 20, of Boston were
treated at Danbury Hospital and
released.

The driver of the truck, Shawn
Taylor of Virginia, was also taken to
the hospital for evaluation and re-
leased.

“It was a real tragedy,” remarked
Coach Butz, who also knows Miss
Metzger’s family and whose daughter
had once been a babysitter for the
Metzger children. “It’s one of those
things you hope you never have to
experience.”

Miss Metzger, who was in her junior
year, had pursued sports and scholas-
tics while at Northeastern. She was on
the Dean’s List at the university and
had also been a member of the women’s
soccer team during her first two years
at the school. The three women she
was traveling with on the night of the
accident are members of the soccer
team.

It was her talents, combined with
her spirit, which Coach Butz said
distinguished her both as a person
and an athlete, and which has left
him with fond memories.

“You get that special bond and you
always remember those kids,” he re-
marked.

He noted that Miss Metzger played
stopper on the high school soccer
team, which he described as a combi-
nation offensive/defensive position.

The coach described how she was
particularly outstanding during the
county finals of 1997, when Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School played
Union Catholic High School.

One of three children of Joseph
and Jacquelyn Metzger, she was born
in Summit and was a lifelong resi-
dent of Fanwood. In addition to her
parents, she is survived by two broth-
ers, Matthew and Daniel Metzger,
and by her grandparents.

The funeral for Miss Metzger,
which was attended by members of
Northeastern’s women’s soccer team,

was held on Tuesday from the Me-
morial Funeral Home in Fanwood.

It was followed by a Mass at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

The university’s Office of Spiri-
tual Life and Student Athletes Sup-
port Services will hold a memorial
service for Miss Metzger today, De-
cember 7, at 3 p.m. at St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church in Boston.
Members of the community are in-
vited to attend.

On the same evening as the inci-
dent in Connecticut, another Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School alumna

– and former member of the soccer
team – was killed in a traffic accident
in Woodbridge.

Kaliopi Vlachos, 24, died after her
1994 Honda went out of control, trav-
eled over a curb and struck a utility
pole on Route 1 and 9 in Woodbridge,
according to published reports. Ms.
Vlachos was pronounced dead a half
hour later at Rahway Hospital.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD , NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- In a few days, on
December 12, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents will be heading to the
polls to vote on the largest school bond
referendum in this district in more than
35 years.

The Board of Education has worked
diligently in the past few months to
inform every Scotch Plains and Fanwood
resident, through special community
meetings, mailings and telephone sur-
veys, about the pending referendum to
fund renovations to the district’s school
facilities.

The Board of Education has main-
tained their position that this proposal is
vitally important to the district’s quality
of education.

Now the decision of whether to ap-
prove the $35.7 million bond referen-
dum is up to the voters of these two
municipalities, which share the district’s
eight facilities. The total cost will be
offset by a State grant, which the district
will be reimbursed for in the amount of
$11.6 million, reported School District
Business Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi.

The remaining bond referendum for
$24.1 million translates into an average
tax impact of $171 per year or $14.25 per
month for Scotch Plain’s residents and
an average tax impact of $145 per year or
$12 per month for Fanwood residents.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, this will
add to an outstanding debt of $3,139,000
for the district. The district has a borrow-
ing capacity of up to $90,750,000.

The State of New Jersey has made
approximately $2.6 billion in grants
available to all New Jersey districts for
facilities’ projects under the state’s
School Facilities Construction and Fi-
nancing Act. The school board has
pointed out that it is important for the
district to approve the bond referendum
this year in order for the district to take
advantage of the state grant, which will
not be available in the future.

The proposed improvements include
major renovations and additions to the
district’s five elementary schools, two
middle schools and renovations to the
high school. Additionally, all of the
district’s facilities will be made acces-
sible to students with disabilities in ac-
cordance with state law that schools
must be in compliance by providing
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)
accommodations. Elevators, ramps, lava-
tory upgrades and signage are a few of
the renovations that fall under this cat-
egory.

Other renovations include telephone/
intercom systems, media center renova-
tions and expansions, electrical upgrades
and roof, door and window replacements.
New multi-purpose rooms are slated for
each grammar school and middle school,
while 12 new classrooms are proposed
for Terrill Middle School and four new
classrooms for Coles Elementary School.

The board has explained that these
classroom additions are necessary to
accommodate the influx of new students
expected in the next five to 10 years.
According to literature distributed by
the Board of Education, the district added
700 new students in the last seven years
and projections show that trend will
continue. The literature also stated that
the State of New Jersey now requires
districts to expand world language in-
struction and to teach the performing
arts, which require additional space.

And finally, some of the older build-
ings are in need of renovations and up-
grades as a part of their general mainte-
nance.

Approval of a controversial proposal
to transfer fifth graders out of the el-
ementary schools and into the middle
schools, which will begin next year, has
met with some community opposition.
School Superintendent, Dr. Carol Choye,
explained that this transfer is necessary
in order to accommodate the expected
influx of kindergarten through fourth
graders in the grammar schools.

Dr. Choye also explained that this

Polls will be open Tuesday from 2 to
9 p.m.

phony Orchestra.
Foundation Executive Director

Besty Chance noted that donations
are tax deductible. She said the Foun-
dation has 70 different funds divided
into three categories: 11 unrestricted
funds, utilized in making grants; seven
temporarily restricted funds, which
are managed for various funds, in-
cluding scholarship programs and
funds benefiting services such as the
local rescue squad or specified areas
such as the arts and education, and 21
managed funds whereby the Founda-
tion provides low-cost management
and professional investment services.

On another item, officials an-
nounced the receipt of a $4,000 check
from Viacom Productions for use of
Municipal Building offices for the
filming of segments of NBC’s com-
edy-drama “Ed”. The production
company filmed scenes last year
throughout the downtown, on St.
Marks Avenue and in Mindowaskin
Park, for the pilot intended to be
called “Stuckeyville,” which later
became “Ed”.

A portion of the money will be
used to fund the town’s annual em-
ployee holiday party to be held Thurs-
day, December 14, at Galloping Hill
Caterers in Union.

Storewide Savings  on ALL Furniture & Accessories
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506  (973) 427-1848
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30; Tues. & Thurs. 10-9   SUN. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
              Gifts to Treasure

©
 2

00
0 

TA
G

H
eu

er
 U

S
A

B y  T A G H e u e r

S E R I E S



FIFTY CENTS(908) 232-4407

Scotch Plains � Fanwood

THE TIMES
OUR 42ND YEAR – ISSUE NO. 49-42 Published

Every Thursday
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J. Thursday, December 7, 2000

of

— Serving Scotch Plains and Fanwood  Since 1959 —

INDEX
A&E...............Page 23
Classifieds..... Page 22
Business.........Page 21

Editorial ........ Page 4
Education ...... Page 8

Obituary ........ Page 10
Social ............ Page 6
Sports ............ Page 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SP-F Voters to Decide Fate
Of $35 Million School Bond

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

In a few days, on December 12,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
will be heading to the polls to vote on
the largest school bond referendum
in this district in more than 35 years.

The Board of Education has
worked diligently in the past few
months to inform every Scotch Plains
and Fanwood resident, through spe-
cial community meetings, mailings

and telephone surveys, about the
pending referendum to fund renova-
tions to the district’s school facili-
ties.

The Board of Education has main-
tained their position that this pro-
posal is vitally important to the
district’s quality of education.

Now the decision of whether to
approve the $35.7 million bond ref-
erendum is up to the voters of these
two municipalities, which share the

district’s eight facilities. The total
cost will be offset by a state grant,
which the district will be reimbursed
for in the amount of $11.6 million,
reported School District Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi.

The remaining bond referendum
for $24.1 million translates into an
average tax impact of $171 per year
or $14.25 per month for Scotch
Plain’s residents and an average tax
impact of $145 per year or $12 per
month for Fanwood residents.

According to Mr. Del Sordi, this
will add to an outstanding debt of
$3,139,000 for the district. The dis-
trict has a borrowing capacity of up
to $90,750,000.

The State of New Jersey has made
approximately $2.6 billion in grants
available to all New Jersey districts
for facilities’ projects under the state’s
School Facilities Construction and
Financing Act. The school board has
pointed out that it is important for the
district to approve the bond referen-
dum this year in order for the district
to take advantage of the state grant,
which will not be available in the
future.

The proposed improvements in-
clude major renovations and addi-
tions to the district’s five elementary
schools, two middle schools and reno-
vations to the high school. Addition-
ally, all of the district’s facilities will
be made accessible to students with
disabilities in accordance with state
law that schools must be in compli-
ance by providing Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) accommo-
dations. Elevators, ramps, lavatory
upgrades and signage are a few of the
renovations that fall under this cat-
egory.

Other renovations include tele-
phone/intercom systems, media cen-
ter renovations and expansions, elec-
trical upgrades and roof, door and
window replacements. New multi-
purpose rooms are slated for each
grammar school and middle school,
while 12 new classrooms are pro-
posed for Terrill Middle School and
four new classrooms for Coles El-
ementary School.

The board has explained that these
classroom additions are necessary to
accommodate the influx of new stu-
dents expected in the next five to 10
years. According to literature dis-
tributed by the Board of Education,
the district added 700 new students
in the last seven years and projec-
tions show that trend will continue.
The literature also stated that the
State of New Jersey now requires
districts to expand world language
instruction and to teach the perform-
ing arts, which require additional
space.

And finally, some of the older
buildings are in need of renovations
and upgrades as a part of their gen-
eral maintenance.

Approval of a controversial pro-
posal to transfer fifth graders out of
the elementary schools and into the
middle schools, which will begin
next year, has met with some com-
munity opposition. School Superin-
tendent, Dr. Carol Choye, explained
that this transfer is necessary in order
to accommodate the expected influx

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

DOT Proposes New Rt. 22 Overpass
To Remedy Park Ave. Congestion
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

At a special meeting of the Scotch
Plains Township Council on Novem-
ber 29, the New Jersey Department
of Transportation (DOT) presented a
plan to remedy traffic congestion on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Regional Manager from the DOT’s
Office of Community Relations,
Thomas Johnson, began the presen-
tation by explaining that the town-
ship had initially approached the DOT
in 1996, expressing a need for a
remedy to this problem and that the
selection of this option from among
seven alternative plans was the cul-
mination of four years of evaluation
and discussions between the town-
ship and his agency.

The plan designed by the DOT
proposes to move the existing bi-
directional semi-circular overpass
that connects Park Avenue to the
intersection of Bonnie Burn and New
Providence Roads and replace it with
a new bridge that would provide
direct access from Park Avenue
straight across Route 22 to that inter-
section. Park Avenue commuters
seeking access to Route 78 via New
Providence Road would therefore no
longer need to make a left hand turn
onto the existing overpass to cross
over Route 22.

By eliminating this left, which
must be negotiated against oncom-
ing traffic, the commuter traffic
would flow much faster, according
to Mr. Johnson.

“Making that left hand turn, against
opposing traffic coming off of Route
22 is one of the main reasons for the
traffic delays down Park Avenue dur-
ing rush hours,” Mr. Johnson ex-
plained.

The project’s chief engineer from
DOT’s Bureau of Project Scope De-
velopment, Wagdi Gobrial, demon-
strated the current and proposed traf-
fic flow using an aerial photograph
of the area. Mr. Wagdi outlined how
the existing overpass would remain
open while several new overpasses
in addition to the bridge were con-
structed.

The new overpasses, once com-
pleted, would then replace the exist-
ing overpass which would be demol-
ished.

One of the main changes in traffic
flow besides adding the bridge across
Route 22, would redirect vehicles
traveling down Park Avenue to make
a left over a newly constructed over-
pass in order to gain access to Route
22 East.

Mr. Wadgi explained that although
the proposal switches one left for
another, traffic studies show that
fewer cars are seeking access to Route
22 East than to New Providence Road.
Additionally, opposing traffic com-
ing off of Route 22 would be elimi-
nated to those left turning vehicles
by creating an exit road that would
cut through the back of Snuffy’s ex-
isting parking lot.

Several other overpass construc-
tions are also included in the pro-
posal in order to accommodate cars
traveling in a variety of other direc-
tions, such as cars traveling down
Route 22 West that want to access
Park Avenue. A new loop around the
corner of New Providence and Bonnie
Burn Road would permit cars travel-
ing down Park Avenue to gain access
to Route 22 West and would involve
the acquisition of a residential prop-
erty by the DOT at that corner.

According to Mr. Johnson, several
businesses, four in Scotch Plains,
three in Watchung and one residence
in Watchung would have to be ac-
quired for the implementation of the
proposed plan, however, it was too
early in the plan’s development to
warrant contacting those property
owners.

DOT representative Peter Kenny
explained that it was customary in
situations like this, for the DOT to
contact property owners only after
an environmental study made the
project more feasible. Once that
hurdle was overcome, then the DOT
would make offers of fair market
value to the property owners and
adequate deals could be negotiated.

Four businesses on Park Avenue
between Mountain Avenue and Route
22 would have to be demolished
because the elevation of the new
bridge would prohibit access to those
businesses.

Louis Pompilio, owner of Century
21 on Park Avenue, told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that he be-
lieves this proposal would destroy
his business, whose success, he said,
relies on that location. He also said
he believes this proposal would be
harmful to all of the businesses down
Park Avenue and that he intends on
fighting this project.

The owners of the other businesses
and the Watchung resident could not
be reached.

“We are not here to force this plan
on anyone,” Mr. Johnson told the
council and the public. “We will
only help the town carry out this plan
if it is something that the town and
the community want.”

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
JOLLY TIME OF THE YEAR…During last Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” celebration, these jolly elves filled
the Scotch Plains Towne Centre with merriment. The Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association and The Scotch
Plains Parks and Recreation Department sponsored the daylong event. Pictured, left to right, are: Joe Donatelli, Steve
Goldberg, Nancy Woodward and Steve Hoeckele.

Courtesy of The Northeastern News of Northeastern University

SHARING GOOD TIMES...Courtney
Metzger, left, and her friend Kristi Keller
pose for a photo at Northeastern University
in Boston.

Conservation Zone in Township Now Law;
 SP Council May OK Township Credit Card

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
IN A WINTER WONDERLAND…After getting her face painted, Scotch Plains
residents Bridgette Van Natta, 2, and her mother Kathleen Van Natta took in the
festivities during last Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” in Scotch Plains
Towne Centre. The daylong event, which was organized by the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association and The Scotch Plains Parks and Recre-
ation Department, drew droves of holiday revelers and shoppers with a full slate
of festive events.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen told the Township
Council on Tuesday night that an
ordinance creating a new conserva-
tion zone had, indeed, been legally
approved two weeks ago.

At its November 21 meeting, the
council had voted 3-0 to create the new
zone, which would designate certain
township-owned tracts of land as be-
ing off-limits to development of any
sort — be it residential or commercial
or even the development of a new park.

But Democratic Councilwomen
Geri M. Samuel and Sharynn Porter
abstained, leading to a disagreement
over whether the three votes in favor
of passage were sufficient or whether

the two abstentions meant that, at least
in Mrs. Samuel’s thinking, the neces-
sary two-thirds “super majority” vote to
pass such a zoning change had failed.

Mr. Hansen promised at that time
to research the legalities of the vote.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday night, Mr. Hansen
said that, after consultations with
Deputy Township Attorney Andrew
M. Baron, he had concluded that the
ordinance creating the conservation
zone had technically been passed by
a 5-0 vote. A two-thirds super major-
ity vote was unnecessary, he explained,
because the new zone was permitted
under the local land use plan and
because no objections to its creation
had been raised by any landowner.

“Common law says that absten-

tions go with the majority,” he said;
therefore, Mrs. Samuel and Mrs. Porter’s
abstentions were counted as “yes” votes.

Separately, it looks as if the coun-
cil will pass a resolution at its regular
meeting next week supporting a
Scotch Plains affinity credit card that
would be marketed by the DECA
Chapter at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School as part of that group’s
activities. Creation of the Visa affin-
ity card will require an agreement
between the council and the card’s
issuer, United National Bank on
Martine Avenue in Fanwood.

Don Cababe, the DECA advisor at
the high school, has informed Scotch
Plains officials that the students are
willing to make the marketing aspect
of the credit card program a two-year
project, which is vital since the town-
ship lacks the resources itself to
market the credit card. The local
government will also receive finan-
cial benefits from the affinity card,

including 0.75 percent of the net
annual purchases and balance trans-
fer for all credit cards.

On another matter, Mayor Martin L.
Marks discussed a petition he received
last month from 21 homeowners on
Farley Avenue and East Second Street
complaining about inadequate water
pressure in their homes. Mr. Marks
said this problem is “pervasive” on the
north side of town and felt that meeting
with Elizabethtown Water Co. to ex-
plore the reasons for the problems
would be necessary.

In addition, it’s also expected that
bids will be advertised in January for
the new lighting phase of the down-
town streetscape improvement plan.
The preliminary estimated cost for
the placement of 87 new poles is
about $167,550. Township Manager
Thomas E. Atkins told The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood he is hope-
ful that a bid will be awarded some-
time in the first two months of 2001.

Coach Remembers
Courtney E. Metzger
For Spirit and Talent

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

Courtney Elizabeth Metzger was
recalled by her former coach this
week for her vibrant personality, as
well as her skill on the field, while
a member of the varsity girls’ soc-
cer team at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

“A great person to have
on the team, a hard worker,
always in a great mood,”
said Frank Butz, who
coached her during her jun-
ior and senior years. “She
was a very important part
of our team and fun to be
around.”

The 21-year-old, who
graduated in 1998, died last
Friday at Danbury Hospital
in Connecticut of injuries
she sustained in a highway
accident that occurred on
the evening of November
26.

A criminal justice major
at Northeastern University
in Boston, Miss Metzger
was one of four women trav-
eling in a car which col-
lided with a jackknifed tractor
trailer on Interstate 84 in Newtown,
Conn.

Miss Metzger, a passenger in the
Chevy Corsica, suffered head inju-
ries in the accident and was admit-
ted to the hospital in critical condi-
tion. The three other young women
in the car, including driver Cynthia
Cochran, 22, of Boston, and pas-
sengers Patricia Lobo, 19, of War-
ren and Melissa Cohen, 20, of Bos-
ton were treated at Danbury Hospi-
tal and released.

The driver of the truck, Shawn
Taylor of Virginia, was also taken
to the hospital for evaluation and
released.

“It was a real tragedy,” remarked
Coach Butz, who also knows Miss
Metzger’s family and whose daugh-
ter had once been a babysitter for
the Metzger children. “It’s one of
those things you hope you never
have to experience.”

Miss Metzger, who was in her
junior year, had pursued sports and
scholastics while at Northeastern.

She was on the Dean’s List at the
university and had also been a
member of the women’s soccer
team during her first two years at
the school. The three women she
was traveling with on the night of
the accident are members of the
soccer team.

It was her talents, combined with
her spirit, which Coach Butz said
distinguished her both as a person
and an athlete, and which has left
him with fond memories.

“You get that special bond and
you always remember those kids,”
he remarked.

He noted that Miss Metzger
played stopper on the high school
soccer team, which he described
as a combination offensive/defen-
sive position.

The coach described how she
was particularly outstanding dur-
ing the county finals of 1997, when
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School played Union Catholic
High School.

One of three children of Joseph
and Jacquelyn Metzger, she was
born in Summit and was a lifelong
resident of Fanwood. In addition
to her parents, she is survived by
two brothers, Matthew and Daniel
Metzger, and by her grandparents.

The funeral for Miss Metzger,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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of kindergarten through fourth
graders in the grammar schools.

Dr. Choye also explained that
this transfer will be necessary re-
gardless of how the vote on the
bond referendum turns out. Ac-
cording to a bond referendum fact
sheet, by moving the fifth grade
into the middle schools, the board
will only have to add classrooms
onto two schools, Coles and Terrill,
saving the district from having to
add onto all six grammar schools.

Also outlined in the fact sheet,
the board explained how over-
crowding, shared spaces, lack of
walls in open space areas and lack
of ADA accommodations all con-
tribute to less than adequate facili-
ties. For example, each school has
only one multi-purpose room,
which serves as the school’s gym-
nasium, cafeteria and auditorium.

Each of these areas must com-
promise their needs in order to
accommodate the other uses.

Open classrooms, separated by
wall-dividers create major noise
problems, which distract many stu-
dents and old electrical wiring does
not support today’s computer tech-
nology requirements.

Many different organizations and
prominent citizens from both mu-
nicipalities have come forward to
publicly state their support for this
project and their hope that resi-
dents will vote favorably to ap-
prove the bond referendum on De-
cember 12.

Opposition to the bond referen-
dum has been expressed by some
residents who maintain that the tax
structure is unfairly burdensome to
people without children in the
school system.

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Ray
Pardon expressed his opinion that
this project is necessary for the
overall good of the community. He
said that the business association is
in favor of this proposal because
quality education is essential to a
l i terate and well-educated
workforce.

He also pointed out that the in-
creased value in real estate is a
benefit that will be realized by
everyone, even those who do not
have children in the school system.

ERA Suburban Realtor Dom
Lamastra expressed his opinion that
although the project will not sig-
nificantly increase the value of
homes, an inadequate school sys-
tem can adversely affect real estate
values.

“One of the most important fac-
tors that home buyers look for is a
quality school system. If people
hear that our facilities are inad-
equate, the value of real estate will
suffer,” he said

He added that the estimated tax
increase is not significant enough
to adversely affect the market.

“If this were a very large tax
increase it could adversely affect
the market, but this is not a signifi-
cant enough increase to lower real
estate values,” he said.

Neither the Scotch Plains Senior
Citizen’s Coalition nor the Rotary
Club, who were contacted by The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
had an official position on the bond
referendum.

Polls will be open Tuesday from
2 to 9 p.m.

Westfield Voters to Decide Fate
Of $21 Million Bond Referendum

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- On Tuesday, De-
cember 12, voters in Westfield will
go to the polls to cast their ballots in
a special election to determine the
fate of an over $21 million improve-
ment plan for Westfield High School.

The plan contains three major
components, according to Dr. Wil-
liam J. Foley, Superintendent of
Schools. These components are, a
55,000 square foot addition to the
science wing at the high school,
general renovations to the high
school and the construction of a
Girls’ Athletic Complex adjacent
to Kehler Stadium.

Of that $21 million dollar plan, the
district is eligible to receive $6.5
million in state aid, which will leave
almost $15 million to be borrowed in
a 20-year bond. At a 6 percent inter-
est rate, what this means for taxpay-
ers is a 7 cent tax increase on every
$100 of assessed value. This equates
to an increase of approximately $126
annually of the property taxes on the
average assessed home in Westfield
of $178,000.

The district has two outstanding
bonds currently. One which was
passed in 1986, goes until August
1, 2001, with $494,000 remaining
on the principal to be paid back.
The other, passed in 1998 for im-
provements to the district’s elemen-
tary schools has $11,595,000 re-
maining.

According to Dr. Foley, the dis-
trict may also be eligible for retro-
active aid on the 1998 bond under
the School Facilities Improvement
Act in the sum of 40 percent of the
bond amount.

Dr. Foley said that after this bond,
he and the Board of Education do
not see the need for more bonds.

“Yes, we will continue to have a
maintenance budget and capital im-
provements, but no more bonds,”
the superintendent stated.

Dr. Foley noted that it is difficult
to foresee need, since the school
population in Westfield is growing
rapidly.

“We can’t put up a ‘no vacancy’
signs,” he said.

He said that the timing on this
bond was excellent, with the state
funds being available. Dr. Foley
noted that there are 75 New Jersey
school districts with bond refer-
enda set for December 12.

“There are more districts seek-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F Bond

Several members of the Township
Council and members of the public
questioned the DOT representatives
regarding the plan’s ability to remedy
the traffic congestion. Other causes of
the Park Avenue rush hour congestion,
such as an abundance of trucks, were
raised and discussed.

Other members of the public ques-
tioned the efficacy of a plan, which
they expressed, would lose Scotch
Plains several tax ratables and cost
several million dollars just to shave a
few minutes off of the commute time
of mostly out-of-town commuters.

Mayor Martin L. Marks asked the
DOT representatives to draw up pre-
cise traffic flow maps to present to the
community at some future meeting
date. The next open public meeting,
which will be publicized to all of the
affected communities and property
owners, will be held sometime in Feb-
ruary.

ing money than there is money,” he
added.

When asked about the fate of this
bond, he said, “I like to be optimis-
tic, but I’m unsure (if it will pass).”
He noted that people who are
against an increase in property taxes
are not against improvements to
the schools.

The superintendent urged resi-
dents to vote, saying “this is impor-
tant to everyone regardless of
whether you have children.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DOT

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
VISITING WITH SANTA…The smallest attendees of Sunday’s “Old Fashioned Holiday Fun” in the Scotch Plains Towne
Centre had the chance to tell Santa exactly what they wanted for Christmas. As Mrs. Claus and some of Santa’s helpers
stood by, the jolly old elf spread holiday cheer.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
TOYS FOR THE GIRLS AND BOYS…Members of UNICO National’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Chapter distributed toys to children during the “Old Fash-
ioned Holiday Fun” festivities last weekend. Pictured, left to right, are: Vincent
Losavio of John’s Meat Market, Vincent Losavio, Jr., and Susan Mazzagetti.
Not pictured is Jack Ley.

Westfield Woman Killed
While Attempting

To Cross North Avenue
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- A 30-year-old
Westfield woman was killed Mon-
day evening when she was struck by
two vehicles while attempting to
cross North Avenue, West, to get to
her car, authorities said.

The victim, identified as Sherry
Warman, was pronounced dead at
the scene by paramedics following
the accident, which occurred at 5:45
p.m. in the 800 block of North Av-
enue, West.

Lieutenant John M. Parizeau of
the Westfield Police Department said
Ms. Warman was trying to get to her
1999 Ford, which was parked across
the street from her home, when the
incident occurred. She was not in a
pedestrian crosswalk when she was
hit, the lieutenant confirmed.

The victim was struck in the west-
bound lane by a 1993 Saab driven by
Lawrence Lerner, 65, of Warren, the
lieutenant said. The impact threw
her into the eastbound lane, where
she was hit by a 1976 Pontiac Catalina
operated by Michael Easse, 63, of
Cranford. Both drivers stopped at the

scene.
Neither of the men were charged

in the incident and there was no
evidence that either of them was
traveling at excessive speed, Lieu-
tenant Parizeau confirmed. The
speed limit at the location where the
accident occurred is 35 miles per
hour.

While the weather was clear that
night, Lieutenant Parizeau said that
darkness may have been a contrib-
uting factor in the tragedy. He said
the accident “was very similar to the
East Broad ones,” referring to two
pedestrian fatalities which occurred
in the town nearly two years ago.

In January of 1999, 71-year-old
Ellen Interdonato of Scotch Plains
was struck by a vehicle as she crossed
East Broad Street en route to her car
following an evening concert at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.

Just one month later, a 23-year-
old Perth Amboy resident, Anna
Tkacova, who worked as a nanny
for a Westfield family, was killed as
she attempted to cross East Broad to
pick up a child from an after-school
program at Temple Emanu-El.

Fanwood Tree Lighting
Planned December 10
FANWOOD — Fanwood’s tree

lighting ceremony will take place
on Sunday, December 10, at 4:30
p.m. on the northside of the railroad

station. Mayor Louis
C. Jung will offici-
ate.

Festivities will
commence at 4
p.m. when Santa
Claus welcomes
the children. Par-
ents are invited
to bring cameras

for picture taking with Santa.
Music, hot chocolate, dough-

nuts, and candy canes for the
children will be included in the
festivities.

For local news,
 look no further.

 Find Us on the Web:
www.goleader.com
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Metzger
which was attended by members of
Northeastern’s women’s soccer
team, was held on Tuesday from
the Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood.

It was followed by a Mass at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

The university’s Office of Spiri-
tual Life and Student Athletes Sup-
port Services will hold a memorial
service for Miss Metzger today,
December 7, at 3 p.m. at St. Anne’s
Roman Catholic Church in Bos-
ton. Members of the community
are invited to attend.

On the same evening as the inci-
dent in Connecticut, another Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
alumna – and former member of
the soccer team – was killed in a
traffic accident in Woodbridge.

Kaliopi Vlachos, 24, died after
her 1994 Honda went out of con-
trol, traveled over a curb and struck
a utility pole on Route 1 and 9 in
Woodbridge, according to pub-
lished reports. Ms. Vlachos was
pronounced dead a half hour later
at Rahway Hospital.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

Douglas M. Fasciale, Esq.
Concentrating in personal injury

 and malpractice cases.

Hoagland, Longo, Moran,
Dunst & Doukas, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

DFasciale@hoaglandlongo.com
www.hoaglandlongo.com

40 PATERSON STREET
NEW BRUNSWICK , NJ 08901

(732) 545-4717

116 S. EUCLID  AVENUE
WESTFIELD , NJ 07090

(908) 232-9944
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Storewide Savings  on ALL Furniture & Accessories
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069 (908) 756-7623

33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, New Jersey 07506  (973) 427-1848
Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-5:30; Tues. & Thurs. 10-9   SUN. 1-5

Valley Furniture Shop
              Gifts to Treasure

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
•The theft of several hundred dol-

lars from a cash register was reported
by a Mountain Avenue business.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
•A Lenape Way resident reported

his unlocked vehicle was entered
overnight and a floor jack, docu-
ments, emergency road kit and other
miscellaneous items with a combined
value of $400 taken from the interior.

•Scott A. Hatton, 36, of Scotch Plains
was arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated pursuant to ignoring a traffic
officer’s signal at the intersection of
West Broad Street and Martine Avenue.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
•A 39-year-year Scotch Plains

woman reported the was the victim
of a robbery which occurred at 6:30
a.m. in the 2200 block of Mountain
Avenue. The victim told police she
waiting at a bus stop when she was
reportedly approached by an uni-
dentified male.

The vict im said the suspect
punched her in the face then fled
with her pocketbook. The woman
was transported to Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield and
released after treatment for facial
injuries.

•The theft of a 1995 Toyota was
reported overnight from the 500 block
of Willow Avenue.

•A 19-year-old female resident of
Scotch Plains reported being cut off in
her vehicle by another vehicle occupied

by an unidentified male driver in the area
of Ramapo Way at around 11:20 p.m.

The driver of the second vehicle
allegedly retrieved a baseball bat
from the trunk and approached the
vehicle in a threatening manner then
struck the victim’s vehicle causing
damage to the driver side. The vic-
tim reportedly fled the scene with-
out personal injury.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
•A counterfeit $20 bill was reported

passed at a Route 22 fast food restau-
rant during the afternoon hours.

•Wells H. Perkins, 59, of Scotch
Plains, was arrested and charged with
eluding police, obstructing a police
investigation and resisting arrest pur-
suant to an investigation of an injured
party at his residence. Perkins alleg-
edly would not cooperate with officers
on the scene and left the residence in
his vehicle and refused to stop for offic-
ers signals.

The vehicle was eventually stopped
by police on South Avenue in Fanwood
where Perkins was removed from the
vehicle after some brief resistance, po-
lice reported.

Authorities said a further investiga-
tion revealed the injury to the third
party at the residence was not related to
criminal activity. The victim was treated
and released from the Muhlenberg
Medical Center in Plainfield with cuts
to the hand.

Bail was set for Perkins at $3,500 by
Scotch Plains Municipal Court Judge
J. Perfilio.



Page 2  Thursday, December 7, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

7:00 PM until 1:00 AM
December 31, 2000

Join The
Celebration!

Call (908) 518-2983 – Leave Message
Admission Buttons: $10.00  12/1-12/30 • $12.00  12/31

Children 3 and under admitted free

Volunteers Needed
for December 31

First Night Westfield 2001, sponsored by The Westfield “Y”, The Westfield Foundation and
The Town of Westfield, is looking for volunteers . If you would like to volunteer your time for
this community event, please stop by The Westfield “Y”'', or call (908) 518-2983.

Volunteers who donate 2 hours will get:
• A Free First Night Westfield Tee Shirt
• Free Admission to Over 25 Scheduled First Night Westfield Events
• Admission to the Volunteer Reception Room at The Westfield “Y”
On the Night of the Event (Refreshments!)

• Knowing That You Are a Major Part of First Night Westfield and
That You Are Helping to Keep This Event Affordable to All!

If you know someone who is interested in volunteering, please have them come in to sign
up or call Julia Black 908-518-2983.: Attend the volunteer meeting on December 16, 138
Ferris Place, Westfield to receive your assignment and tee shirt. 10 A.M.

“Welcome Home to Westfield”
Holiday Events Calendar 2000

Happy Holidays!

Thursday, December 7
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 9
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony group will perform throughout downtown Westfield.
Sunday, December 10
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Thursday, December 14
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 16
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 17
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Musical Performances in downtown stores
Saturday, December 23
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Watson Highlanders Pipe Band
Bagpipers and drummers will perform traditional festive music throughout downtown Westfield.

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM  Yuletide Carolers
Carolers dressed in "Dickens" attire will stroll through downtown Westfield entertaining shoppers.

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM   Women's Barbershop Quartet
Barbershop harmony will entertain shoppers throughout downtown Westfield.

Sunday, December 31
7:00 PM - 1:00 AM First Night Westfield
An alcohol-free celebration of the arts throughout Westfield. Information: 908-518-2983.
Sunday, January 21, 2001
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Ice Sculpting in downtown Westfield
 Westfield Winterfest

Freeholders Approval Paves Way
For Marine Trash Transfer Facility

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Following a three-
hour standing-room only hearing end-
ing around 11 p.m., the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders amended
its Solid Waste Management Plan last
Thursday night, thus paving the way
for construction of a barge-to-rail ma-
rine garbage transfer station on the
Linden waterfront.

The $50 million marine transfer ter-
minal and intermodal container facil-
ity will handle up to 10,000 tons of
trash a day from New York City. The
trash will be deodorized and loaded in
the enclosed facility into sealed steel
containers and transported by rail to
landfills operated by Allied Waste In-
dustries, Inc. in South Carolina and
Georgia. The train will pass through
Middlesex and Somerset Counties en
route to the southern states.

The City of Linden would reportedly
receive between $3 million and $5 mil-
lion in host community fees from
Browning Ferris Industries (BFI), plus
free garbage pickup service as part of
the agreement with BFI. Carteret turned
down a similar proposal for a marine
terminal from BFI.

Dave Iverson, representing BFI, said
the transfer station will be built in a
remote industrial area where the
Rahway River and the Arthur Kill wa-
terway meet on the site of a former
American Cyanamid chemical plant.
He said the facility, if approved by the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), should be up and running
within three years. The agreement be-
tween New York City and BFI is for 20
years.

Proponents argued that the mile-long
train will be built in a industrial area 1.7
miles from the nearest residence and
will reduce the number of trucks on
New Jersey’s highways by 1,000 to
2,000 per day.

Opponents from Middlesex County
charged that the facility will be built
within 50 feet of Metuchen and St.
Joseph’s High Schools in Metuchen
and in close proximity to homes in the
county. Many Middlesex County resi-
dents and officials were most concerned
of the train’s closeness to natural gas
pipelines, given the explosion a few
years ago at the Durham Woods apart-
ment complex in Edison.

“We certainly wish there was an-
other solution, but frankly I don’t see

another solution,” responded Free-
holder Chairman Daniel P. Sullivan
prior to the board’s 7-0 vote to approve
the transfer station in its solid waste
plan.

Freeholder Linda d. Stender, a former
Mayor of Fanwood, said Union County
has lost the fight in the past to block
trash from coming into New Jersey
from out-of-state per the interstate com-
merce section of the United States
Constitution.

“So we now have to deal with the
reality of how to best manage the pro-
cess of how to protect the safety and
welfare and the environment for the
people of this county as well as for our
neighbors,” Mrs. Stender stated.

She called New York City Council,
which approved the transfer station by
a 45-1-1 tally last week, “irrespon-
sible” for forcing their garbage on New
Jersey.

Freeholder Nicholas P. Scutari, the
only member of the nine-member board
that lives in Linden, responded, “Gar-
bage is something that is not going to
stop; it is going to be coming here
whether we like it or not. So at least we
can have a say in which way it goes and
how it goes there.”

Westfield resident and Freeholder,
Mary Ruotolo, in weighing the op-
tions, said in her mind “rail transport is
the safer means and the most environ-
mentally friendly and the most cost
efficient way to transport garbage
through our state.”

The project also met with the ap-
proval of the Union County Alliance,
Union County Chamber of Commerce
and members of the various building
trade unions.

Dr. Henry Ross of the Alliance, rep-
resenting business, education and gov-
ernment leaders, called the transfer sta-
tion “good for Union County, good for
the region and good for the state” by
bringing to life a vacant industrial site
while removing trucks from Union
County roadways.

Union County Chamber President
Jim Coyle said that by transporting the
garbage by rail, “New Jersey residents
will not have to see it, smell it or drive
behind it.”

In opposition to the project, Con-
gressman Frank Pallone, whose Sixth
District includes Middlesex and
Monmouth Counties, urged the Union
County Freeholders “not to adopt any
plan that would allow for the trash train

to proceed.” He called the BFI pro-
posal “ill-conceived” and “another ex-
ample of New York trying to pass off
their problems to us in the State of New
Jersey.” He said the potential traffic
snarls at grade crossings combined with
the trash train’s closeness to a under-
ground natural gas pipeline would cre-
ate an “intolerable situation.”

Woodbridge City Councilman Frank
Pelzman cited concerns over idling
trains behind people’s homes. He said
his has “grave concerns” over the trash
train given the fact that the CSX and
Conrail freight trains will come within
25 feet of homes in the Port Reading
section of the city.

He noted that while New Jersey com-
munities recycle 60 percent of their
solid waste, New York City’s rate is
just 18 to 20 percent, “which means
there is two-thirds more garbage com-
ing here of items that could be recycled
but are not recycled.” Mr. Pelzman also
cited a list of nine environmental viola-
tions that have cost BFI hundreds of
thousands of dollars dating back to
1976.

Metuchen Mayor Edmund O’Brien
told the freeholders that along nine
miles of the trash train’s route in
Middlesex County are natural gas pipe-
lines. He said the Port Reading freight
line, which will be used to transport
New York’s solid waste, is lightly used
today. He said the pipeline is located
along the slopes of the rail line.

Mayor O’Brien said if one of rail
cars were collapse it would be “almost
guaranteed” to puncture the high pres-
sured gas line.

“Why we can’t regulate interstate
commerce I think we can regulate pub-
lic safety. What you will be doing to-
night is putting people at risk if you
approve this transit plan,” Mayor
O’Brien stated.

Middlesex County Freeholder
Camille Fernicola, noted that the county
has a population of 750,000, said the
county has eight grade crossings along
the Port Reading line.

“I ask you to use whatever power
you have to make the railroad people
send it north to Newark and up to
Albany and let it go where it may,” she
added. “New York City is responsible
for its garbage.”

The next step in construction of the
BFI facility is the permitting process
before state Department of Environ-
mental Protection.
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Hurry, Offer Expires 11/30/00***!  Call 1-800-730-1234 or  908-654-4100 and get:

It’s Comcast @Home High Speed

Internet Service, and it’s available right

now for as low as $32.95 a month**.

There’s another Internet out there. And $100 says you’ll love it.
It’s 50 times faster than 56K, twice as fast as DSL 640K,

and it's powered by cable*. We'll give you $100 just for trying it! 

★ To claim your gift check please follow the instructions listed at www.comcastonline.com/giftcheck.htm
* Speed comparisons are for downloads only (and are compared to 56K and 640K). Upstream speed limited to 128 Kbps. Actual speeds may vary. Many factors affect download speed. Ask about speed when you call or visit www.home.com/speed. Not available in all locations. For

questions about minimum requirements and complete details about service and prices, please call 1-888-308-HOME. @Home and the @ ball logo are registered trademarks of At Home Corporation.
** After first month, a $39.95 monthly charge will take effect. The $39.95 per month includes $32.95 for @Home service and $7.00 for modem rental. Monthly fee is just $32.95 with modem purchase. Call for details. There is an additional fee of $10 per month for cus-

tomers that do not subscribe to Comcast Basic and Standard cable television service. Franchise fees and applicable taxes are additional. Service subject to availability in certain Comcast areas only. Other restrictions apply.
*** Free Quickstart kit requires customer installation. Offer available to new residential customers located in Comcast Cable wired and serviceable areas only. Professional Standard Installation available for $49. A 30-day money-back guarantee applies to the cost of

Professional Standard Installation and equipment (modem) purchase excluding taxes and franchise fees. Equipment must be returned in its original condition less reasonable wear and tear. Additional installation charges for custom inside wiring work may
apply. Limited-time offer expires 11/30/00.

• A FREE First Month of Comcast @Home** • A FREE Installation With A Quickstart Kit**** • A $100 Gift Check★

There�s another Internet out there. And $100 says you�ll love it.

Hurry, Offer Expires 12/15/00***!

12/15/00

SALE! 40% to 50% OFF
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beautiful things
1838 East Second Street

Scotch Plains • (908) 322-1817

SHOP EARLY WITH
$ 10 OFF    Purchase of $50 or More
$ 20 OFF   Purchase of $100 or More

Valid Thru December 9th
Sale items, special orders

 and layaways excluded

Holiday Greetings
from beautiful things

Thames Water Company of London Completes
Acquisition of Elizabethtown for $607 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A year in the mak-
ing, Elizabethtown Water Co. is now
a division of London, England-based
Thames Water Co., the third largest
global water and waste water pro-
vider. The agreement was officially
signed November 29 at E’town’s
Westfield office.

Thames Water is the leading pro-
vider of water and wastewater ser-
vices in the United Kingdom and
the third largest investor-owned
water company worldwide in terms
of population served. The New Jer-
sey Board of Public Utilities ap-
proved the transaction on October
13.

E’town Corporation is the parent
company of Elizabethtown Water
Company, which provides retail wa-
ter service in central New Jersey
and, on a wholesale basis, a portion
of the water requirements of eight
municipal systems and three inves-
tor-owned water companies.

E’town’s President Andrew
Chapman said the company is now
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Thames Water as have regulated
utilities that are subsidiaries of
E’town.

Thames, which serves a popula-
tion of more than 23 million cus-
tomers world-wide, employs 14,000
persons, takes over a E’town com-
pany with a workforce of 500 plus
and one million customers.

“We believe our customers will
benefit from this combination be-
cause we here at Elizabethtown now
have access to the expertise, the
technology and the financial capac-
ity of a truly global water service
organization,” Mr. Chapman stated.

E’town’s services will continue
to be regulated by the New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities and the
New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection.

He said E’town customers will

not see any changes in services at
first but will see improved customer
service over time. Mr. Chapman
noted that Thames will continue to
invest in E’town’s infrastructure as
it applies to water quality.

Mr. Chapman noted that areas
served by E’town are seeing “sub-
stantial population growth ands busi-
ness growth.” “Therefore it is criti-
cal for a company like this to keep

to grow our business even faster,”
Mr. Alexander stated. Thames will
be the principal water operations
division of RWE.

Thames has owned a wastewater
processing, equipment manufactur-
ing and installation company in
Houston and a drinking water treat-
ment facilities engineering firm in
Pittsburgh since the early 1990s.
The E’town transaction, however,

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOINING FORCES...Andrew Chapman, President of Elizabethtown Water,
and Bill Alexander, Chief Executive Officer of Thames Water, were all smiles
last week in announcing the completion of the purchase of E’town by Thames.

marks the beginning of Thames’
retail water supply operations in the
United States. E’town shareholders
overwhelmingly approved the
merger in May.

Mr. Alexander said the merger
with RWE will not impact Thames
plans for E’town. Thames will con-
tinue to be located in London with
Mr. Alexander continuing as CEO.

Under the acquisition agreement,
Thames Water agreed to acquire
E’town for $607 million, or $68 per
share, in cash. Thames Water has
also assumed the net debt of E’town
which was $341 million as of Sep-
tember 30, 1999.

As part of the transaction Anne
Estabrook, chairman of E’town since
May 1997 and a director since 1985,
is retiring along with E’town’s out-
side directors. Professional manag-
ers from Thames’ United Kingdom
operations will work alongside Mr.
Chapman at E’town.

E’town operates two regulated
water utilities (Elizabethtown Wa-
ter Company and The Mount Holly
Water Company), two non-regulated
contract operations (Liberty Water
Company and Edison Water Com-
pany), a regulated wastewater com-
pany (Applied Wastewater Manage-
ment, Inc.), an engineering/opera-
tions business (Applied Water Man-
agement, Inc.) and a real estate com-
pany (E’town Properties, Inc.).

Elizabethtown Water was orga-
nized in 1854 and benefited from
the involvement of four generations
of the Kean family.up with and anticipate those invest-

ment needs,” the E’town President
commented.

Bill Alexander, Thames Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, said the company,
like E’Town, is focused on its cus-
tomers. He said Thames is also clos-
ing on the purchase of a water com-
pany in Chile.

“So we are a fast growing com-
pany. We are a very ambitious com-
pany,” he added. He noted that

Thames is upgrading its customer
service system.

Meanwhile, Thames is about to
become a division of RWE, the fifth
largest company in Germany with
150,000 employees. RWE is one of
the largest electricity and gas com-
panies in Europe and has become a
major player in the water and waste-
water management sectors.

“It (the merger with RWE) gives
us the financial capacity to continue

News Highlights
TRENTON – State Senate Presi-

dent Donald T. DiFrancesco of Scotch
Plains (R-22nd) last week unveiled a
16-point plan aimed at protecting,
conserving, monitoring, testing and
defending and the state’s drinking
water.

The Senate President was joined at
the State House press conference by
Senators Leonard Connors (R-9th)
and Senate Environment Committee
Chairman Hank McNamara (R-40th),
along with members of the state’s
leading environmental groups.

The proposal provides an action
plan for ensuring clean water by
targeting potential threats to the
state’s drinking water supplies.

The proposal would create a $50
million, non-lapsing “Water Quality
Remediation Fund; dedicate $20
million in grants and loans to pro-
vide for the proper closure,
remediation, capping and beneficial
reuse of orphaned municipal land-
fills.

Grants totaling $15 million would
also be available to reduce non-point
source pollution, including prevent-
ing excessive runoff of agricultural
wastes and pesticides. Another $15
million would be made available to
facilitate the connection of homes
with contaminated wells to public
water systems, or to public sewerage

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Holiday Store Hours:
Mon, Tue & Wed – 9am to 7pm • Thur –  9am to 8pm • Fri –  9am to 5:30pm • Sat – 10am to 6:30pm • Sun – Noon to 4pm

Visit Our Website

Up-To-The-Minute Wireless Technology

$10500 CASH BACK
$75 dollar mail-in cash back service rebate on new activation of select AT&T calling
plans at $29.99 per month and above PLUS a $30 mail-in rebate on any Nokia Phone,

Motorola V2397 or Ericsson R280LX when you activate on Any AT&T Plan.

Additional Plans Available. $25 activation fee required. All plans require the purchase of a digital multi-network  phone. Plans and offers are based on a new activation. Other terms and conditions apply. See store for details

Our New Virtual Store Has All of  Your
Cellular Accessory Needs.

Up-to 1,000 Night & Weekend Minutes At No Charge, Every Month for One Year!

132 East Broad St � Westfield

908-789-5302

UP
TO

AT&T Digital Advantage� Plans

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 250 + 500 = 750

$49.99 600 + 1000 =1600

$39.99 400 + 1000 =1400

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set
FREE Travel Pack

w/new activation

Car Charger

Hands Free

Head Set

Visit Our Virtual Store at www.cellsig.com

Regional Advantage Plan�

Calling
Plan

Included
Anytime
Minutes

Additional
Night/Weekend

Minutes

Total
Minutes

Per Month

$29.99 120 + 500 = 620

$39.99 200 + 1000 =1200

Every Month for 1st 12 Months

Call Anywhere in the US with
NO Long Distance Charges
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Letters to the Editor

Brunner PTA Supports
SP-F Bond Referendum

On November 14, the H.B. Brunner
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Ex-
ecutive Board voted unanimously to sup-
port the proposed bond referendum to be
voted on by Scotch Plains and Fanwood
citizens on December 12.

We are very proud of the schools in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood and we want
our already good schools to be updated,
renovated and improved so that we will
remain true to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
reputation of being a great place to live
and raise children.

We urge all residents to come out and
vote on December 12th. Every vote
counts!

Rose Hubbard
President

H.B. Brunner PTA

Is North Side Parking Deck in Westfield
A Good Investment for Town’s Future?

Passage of SP-F Bond Referendum
Needed to Increase Capacity in Schools
As a member of the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Board of Education, I want to
tell fellow parents and taxpayers why I
am voting in favor of the bond referen-
dum.

My reasons are not along the more
familiar lines such as “better schools
produce better students” or “our kids
deserve it” or “better schools are re-
flected in strong real estate values.”
While some part of all those statements
is true, I am compelled by more concrete
and practical reasoning.

We need capacity at our elementary
schools. Our children do not fit effec-
tively today, and will not fit at all tomor-
row in our current facilities. The bond
project provides for added capacity and
will update and repair damage in every
single building across the district. To be
sure, some buildings need this more than
others, but no school will remain un-
touched. The taxpayers have not been
asked to fund such a sweeping project in
30 years. How much longer, realisti-
cally, can we wait? Will there ever be a
time when it can be done more cheaply?
I don’t think so.

Many of you may be aware of the
state’s commitment to refund part of the
cost of much of this project. It is a
promise that extends to all school dis-
tricts, statewide. Due to legislation passed
last summer, and lucky timing on our
part, our district stands to recoup some
32 percent of the total cost of all our
projects.

Contrary to a statement published in
another paper recently, the $11.6 mil-
lion we have been “approved” for is not
specifically earmarked for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. If our bond fails, we jump out
of the funding queue, but nobody “holds
our place.”

In such a scenario, we pare back our
plans, rejoin the end of the queue, and
hope for the best on another referendum
vote in March 2001. In reality, the ele-
ments of the project we will have to slash
while still addressing the enrollment/
capacity problem, are those renovation
projects which receive the highest reim-
bursement, according to the state’s “for-
mula.” These projects cover much of the
work that 30 years on the back — burner
have created and are the only sweeping

changes to give each taxpayer immedi-
ate and positive impact to their
neighborhood’s school.

Another little known fact: This legis-
lation covers construction retroactive to
two years ago meaning, that while we
hope for our bond to pass and anticipate
construction, many of the projects and
towns currently “in the queue” have
already passed their bond and are finish-
ing their construction. Monies will flow
to them immediately, if they’ve done
their paperwork correctly. What monies
go to those communities won’t flow to
ours.

This funding comes from a pool of
$2.5 billion, which, by the way, we’re
already paying for in the form of some
other tax levied at the state level. Though
$2.5 billion sounds like a lot, it won’t
last forever. We’ll be very lucky if it
lasts until March 2001, but I’m hoping
that won’t be necessary. I’m hoping that
voters will see the sense in having $35+
million dollars worth of work done for
$23+ million in local bond impact. I’m
hoping we aren’t all kicking ourselves in
the pants if we end up with a smaller
project, which doesn’t solve our prob-
lems, for a bigger proportional share of
local tax impact.

I hope this clarifies the issue for many
of you. Please go vote on December
12th.

Jean McAllister
Member

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE

So far, I have heard no challenges to
my calculations of the cost of a new
parking deck on the site between Elm
and Prospect streets. Since my calcula-
tions are based on information gleaned
from the difficult to read summary of the
“Rich Parking Consultants” report on
The Westfield Leader Web site, there is
room for error.

However, the basic numbers appear to
be $10 million in construction costs and
debt repayment over 20 years at 5.75
percent. This translates to almost $17
million in total cost for the project or
$80,000 per month of debt service for 20
years. Since we can only count the addi-
tional spaces that will be built (for in-
stance, if a deck is built for 700 spaces,
one must deduct the number of parking
spaces that already exist), my reading of
the parking consultant’s report comes up
with 500 new spaces.

Dividing 500 spaces into the $17 mil-
lion total cost gives us a cost of $35,000
per new parking space in any deck.

It appears that the Town Council and
administration are fully prepared to move
forward with plans to build a deck and
they seem to be willing to run up parking
meter fees and permits to any level, so
long as the expenses of a new parking
deck are met from that source. They are
paying absolutely no heed to the cries for
a parking deck referendum.

At a recently televised meeting of the
Town Council, our new Town Adminis-
trator made comments about the next
steps in the construction of a deck that
left me with the opinion that there was
nothing that was going to stop this steam-
roller.

The difficulty that opponents of this
costly parking deck have to deal with is
that we are experiencing a substantial
period of prosperity and, seeing the
present success of our central business
district, most Westfield residents want
to see that prosperity continue.

Thanks to a persistent group of down-
town property owners, many
Westfielders have come to accept the
idea that more parking is essential for
the survival of the downtown.

What few people seem to consider is
that when a recession hits Westfield, as
one inevitably will, many of the present
businesses in town might no longer exist
and $35,000 parking spaces in a parking
deck could become be a substantial li-
ability to the fiscal condition of the
municipality. When that time comes,
the empty parking spaces in a deck will
be attractive only to commuters. If my
theory is correct, we should build a
parking deck on the eastbound side of
the railroad.

I have spent 14 years in municipal
government — six as a Westfield coun-
cilman, four years as its mayor and four
as a municipal business administrator.
In every instance, whenever municipal
budget increases were being defended,
the term “mandatory expenses” came
up. These are, for the most part, made up
of salary and benefit expenses which are
dictated by labor contracts. Another
mandatory expense is debt service. Once
a municipality takes on debt for its capi-
tal improvement programs, it must re-
pay that debt. One way to keep those
“mandatory expenses” under control in
Westfield is to not take on the debt for a
new parking deck!

It should also be noted that the West-
field Board of Education is presenting
the taxpayers with a referendum on De-
cember 12, seeking to borrow $14.9
million for 14 new classrooms at the
high school and for various improve-
ments to the athletic facilities at Kehler
Stadium. If approved, the impact on
taxpayers will be enormous. Not only
will there be the tremendous increase in
taxes for the debt service for the $14.9
million plus interest, there will be the
future costs associated with hiring new
teachers for the new classrooms. How-
ever, I believe that many homeowners
and parents in town are ready to support
the Board of Education and may feel that
this expenditure will be a good invest-
ment in our future youth and in our town.

Can the Town Council say something
similar about a parking deck being a
good investment in the future of our
town when it will probably be built in the
wrong place for commuters and may not
be convenient or popular with shoppers?

Raymond W. Stone
Westfield

Sprucing Up Downtown Scotch Plains
Will Create Unique, Thriving Centre

Business and government leaders in Scotch Plains
deserve a hand for their efforts at making some real
and visible progress toward revitalizing the township’s
business district on Park Avenue, Front Street and
East Second Street, as well as their plans for the
future.

Admittedly, downtown Scotch Plains is situated in
a tough spot — next door to Westfield’s own vibrant
business district, composed of a mix of retail chain
outlets and mom-and-pop stores, and down the road
from the refurbished Blue Star Shopping Center in
Watchung and the soon-to-open shopping center on
Route 22 in North Plainfield. This has presented
quite a challenge for the township’s business com-
munity, led by the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) — to establish an
identity for itself that would be unique enough from
its neighbors to attract shoppers and visitors.

But the challenge is being met. Back in 1998, the
Scotch Plains Township Council, led by Mayor Joan
Papen and working with the former Downtown De-
velopment Committee and the SPBPA, took some
important steps when it approved placement in the
downtown of “Enjoy That Hometowne Feeling”
streetside banners, as well as the welcoming signs at
the township’s borders. The gazebo was also placed
on the Village Green at the corner of Front Street and
Park Avenue that same year.

Last year’s council, with Geri M. Samuel in the
Mayor’s chair, was successful at securing an impres-
sive amount of grants earmarked for downtown
development efforts. This year, under Mayor Martin
L. Marks, further progress was made, with the devel-
opment of a streetscape plan and the placing of
benches, planters and new trash receptacles in the
business district. New, more attractive lighting is
also being put into place. Additionally, the local
Zoning Board has approved several second-story
additions to the mostly one-story buildings located
in the downtown.

Business and government leaders appear to have
settled on a strategy for creating the kind of down-
town they feel would make Scotch Plains a desired
place to visit — and it doesn’t involve trying to
transform the area into a carbon copy of its neigh-
bors. Instead, recognizing that small, independently-
owned businesses will have a hard time competing
with nearby mass merchandisers, local leaders hope
to turn downtown Scotch Plains into a collection of
small, boutique-style shops offering antiques, gifts,
crafts, hobbyists’ items and the like.

SPBPA President Ray Pardon mentioned New
Hope, Pa. a few months back when trying to come up
with a comparison for what he hoped Scotch Plains
would ultimately resemble.

We welcome the goals of not only the SPBPA, but

also the Township Council and the Downtown Task
Force, which is made up of local businesspeople and
government officials. And we urge them to continue
their efforts, from both a short-term and long-term
perspective. What more can be done to create more of
a downtown feeling in Scotch Plains? Plenty, from
our view.

We’d hope more applications are presented — and
approved — for second-story additions in the area.
Besides creating a resident population that visits the
businesses downstairs and makes the entire area more
secure, from an aesthetic standpoint, the downtown
will look more attractive with more two-story build-
ings enveloping the area. We’d urge restaurants down-
town, subject to council approval, to place tables and
chairs on the sidewalk for al fresco dining in warm
weather. Recognizing that there are some differences
over the wisdom of doing so, we’d still like to see
further movement on the sale of the hedge property
next to the Municipal Building and its development
into a mixed-use building.

And perhaps it’s time to revisit the question of
giving East Second Street and Plainfield and West-
field Avenues a secondary name — Centre Boulevard
— as was proposed in 1998 before some citizen
opposition killed the idea. It was first proposed as a
way to identify and unify the downtown area, not to
sow confusion about proper mailing addresses among
homeowners.

Longer-term, we hope that local officials and
businesspeople are firm in their apparent opposition
to the new bridge that the state wants to build over
Route 22. Such a bridge, at least the way it appears
now, could lead to a drastic increase in traffic — both
cars and trucks — through downtown Scotch Plains
and, perhaps, lead to Park Avenue being turned into
a four-lane mini-highway that would choke off present
attempts to revitalize the central business district. In
addition, some have raised the notion of relocating
the Municipal Building elsewhere in town. The build-
ing is getting old and is quite cramped, so perhaps
moving it, along with the firehouse behind it, to a new
modern facility outside of the downtown would not
be a bad thing to consider at some point.

We like Councilwoman Samuel’s idea, expressed
during the recent campaign, of eventually turning the
area where the Municipal Building and firehouse are
now located into a pedestrian-type mall similar to the
antique shops behind the Stage House Inn.

We’re glad to see progress being made in revitaliz-
ing downtown Scotch Plains and making that area a
more desirable destination for shoppers and visitors.
Only through the continued dedication and commit-
ment of the Township Council and business commu-
nity can the vision that’s been laid out for the central
business district be achieved.

Girls Athletic Complex And WHS Addition
Head List of Benefits From Westfield Bond

On Tuesday, December 12, voters in Westfield will
have the opportunity to head to the polls to decide the
fate of a $21 million bond referendum which, if
passed will provide much-needed improvements to
Westfield High School.

These improvements include a 55,000 square foot
addition to the current, outdated science wing and
renovations to other classrooms which are in need of
an overall facelift.

Another important aspect contained in this bond
referendum is the proposed Girls’ Athletic Complex
which would be built adjacent to the existing Gary
Kehler Stadium. This facility would house a girls’
locker room and a weight room facility which would
be available for use by both boys’ and girls’ athletic
teams.

The issue of athletic equity has been of paramount
concern since the 1972 passage of Title IX, federal

Westfield PTC, PTA Presidents Favor
Passage of Bond for WHS Improvements

legislation that bans sex discrimination in schools,
whether it be in academics or athletics.

At an October 30 special meeting of the Board of
Education, Westfield High School girls’ track and
field Head Coach Nancy Carpenter called this an
issue of equity in its most basic level.

This, Ms. Carpenter said, “has been a long time
coming. The girls deserve a place to call their own.”

Westfield has long been known as a top school
district in the state of New Jersey and one of New
Jersey’s better towns to raise a family. Westfield’s
kids deserve top-caliber facilities in which to excel
both on in and out of the classroom.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. William J. Foley
noted that residents of Westfield are not thrilled about
the potential increase in taxes resulting from the
passage of this bond proposal, but he did say that they
are in support of improvements to the schools.

Editor’s Note:  The following letter
was signed by the following PTA Presi-
dents: Nancy Musat, Westfield High
School; Donna Perch and Claire
Hughes, Edison Intermediate School;
Muffy Mahoney and Barbara
Iannazzone, Roosevelt Intermediate
School; Peggy Oster and Sharon Maher,
Franklin Elementary School; Anne
Bergin and Debbie Adsit, Jefferson El-
ementary School; Renate Bieber and
Liz Wolf, McKinley Elementary School;
Sheri Cognetti and Michelle Lynes,
Tamaques Elementary School; Cathy
Hawkins and Vicki Reimlinger, Wash-
ington Elementary School; Carrie
Mumford and Cathy Daly, Wilson El-
ementary School.

*  *  *  *  *
Representing all nine of Westfield’s

schools, we would like to encourage
voters to support the December 12th
bond referendum. Our high school is in
desperate need of improvements. As we
enter into the year 2001, the quality
education that our students receive at
the high school must be continued. How-
ever, the facility is aging badly and
enrollment is increasing.

Please vote “yes” on Tuesday, De-
cember 12. The polls will be open from
2 - 9 p.m.

Christine Foley
PTC President

Westfield

Catch the Brass Ring
brass ring, catch the - Today, if

someone comes into unexpected
wealth, success or achieves a presti-
gious position, one could say about
such a person that he hit the lottery.
In an earlier time, before lotteries, it
was more likely that the recipient of
unexpected good fortune caught the
brass ring. My, how the measure-
ments of success have escalated.
Today’s lottery jackpots are mea-
sured in millions of dollars, while
the brass ring had little monetary
value for the risk involved. Never-
theless, the lucky recipient of such a
brass ring did achieve a lot of satis-
faction.

The brass ring idiom can be traced
to the custom of 20th century merry-
go-round operators to provide a spe-
cial incentive to its riders. The in-
ducement consisted of one or more
brass rings that were placed in a
precarious position approximately
two feet from the edge of the merry-
go-round. If one was very quick and
was willing to risk life and limb he
could grab one of the brass rings and,
for his trouble, get a free ride in the
bargain. The brass ring’s survival as
a colloquialism is an excellent ex-
ample of the importance that simple
pleasures and achievements play in
our lives.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 2pm

How To Reach Us
E-Mail  - press@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail -PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076
In Person - 50 Elm St., Westfield
1906 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains

For our complete editorial policies
request a copy of our Policy Guide

Submittal Formats
Photos - B/W and Color

No Panoramic or Polaroid
Typed, not handwritten
Upper and lower case

Need name & daytime phone

Westfield Boosters Urge Support
Of Bond Referendum by Voters

During the 1999-2000 school year
over 500 young men and 500 young
women participated in interscholastic
athletics at Westfield High School. It is
estimated that those numbers will be
exceeded for the 2000-2001 school year
and will continue to climb into the fore-
seeable future.

The Westfield School Boosters Asso-

ciation believes that interscholastic ath-
letics is an important aspect of the qual-
ity of life of the participants and to all
Westfield High School students. We feel
that athletics and the school spirit gener-
ated by athletics is a major contributor to
an overall sense of community among
students.

We feel that sports provides the stu-
dents with a unique opportunity to ac-
tively participate and enjoy their four
years in the Westfield High School com-
munity while also teaching them valu-
able life lessons that can improve, among
other things, their work ethic, physical
fitness, leadership skills, team building
skills, time management skills and di-
versity appreciation.

In short, the Boosters feel that athletic
participation can help to build more well-
rounded individuals who can then better
contribute as citizens of our towns, states
and country.

Although the sports related portion of
the proposed Westfield Board of Educa-
tion referendum is only a small percent-
age of the total, the Boosters feel that all
the included improvements and expan-
sion are essential to the continued deliv-
ery of high quality education at West-
field High School.

We unanimously endorse the Board
of Education referendum and urge all the
citizens of Westfield to support our high
school students and student athletes by
voting “yes” on the December 12th.

Officers/Members Westfield
School Boosters Association

Town Must Take Action
To Minimize Impact

On Traffic of ShopRite
Now that ShopRite is a reality, it is

imperative that actions be taken, not just
studied, to alleviate/minimize the hor-
rendous traffic - safety problems that
will occur. While there will be traffic
pattern changes that will effect us, the
major safety problem, and what should
be our no. 1 priority, will be the vehicle
dangers confronting the Westfield chil-
dren at Gumbert Field.

A tragedy is in the making — action
must be taken now to prevent it from
occurring. The best way to avoid such a
tragedy is to abandon that portion of
South Chestnut between Fourth and
North Avenues as a street. Convert it to
become part of the Green Acres of
Gumbert.

The starting point for the town’s ac-
tions to address the coming traffic prob-
lems should be this closing, and then
address the traffic pattern hanges and the
appropriate corrective actions.

Charles Whedon
Westfield

Westfield Lions Thank Community
For Eyeglass Donations for Needy

When you walk downtown and come
to the corner of East Broad and Elm
Streets, have you ever wondered why the
yellow mail box is there? It was placed
there to collect used eyeglasses and hear-
ing aids and the people of Westfield
have been very busy in putting glasses

and a few hearing aids into the box.
The program was started in 1926 when

Helen Keller challenged the International
Convention of Lions to put their efforts
into helping the blind and sight im-
paired. This challenge was picked up
and thus began one of the largest recy-
cling programs in the world.

In the past three years, we here in New
Jersey have collected over 250,000 pairs
of eyeglasses. The lenses that were re-
covered were then sorted and prepared
to meet the needs of the underprivileged
throughout the world. Lenses have been
shipped to 37 countries.

The people of Westfield have been an
enormous help to the local Lions Club in
support of this program. On behalf of the
250,000 people that are now able to
enjoy their life a little better, we the
Westfield Lions say thank you.

J. F. Ambos
Westfield

MORE LETTERS

ON PAGE 5
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Preventing Spousal Impoverishment
Key Part of 24-Point Health Initiative

By DONALD T. DIFRANCESCO

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a three-part series written by
State Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco in support of the
Legislature’s 24-point care re-form.

*  *  *  *  *
Thanks to the  wonders of modern

medicine and other innovations, more
and more Americans are living longer,
healthier lives. Partly due to their
lengthier life spans, however, a growing
number of seniors are now unable to
perform life’s basic tasks such as caring
for themselves.

For their spouses, this often leads to
the difficult decision to opt for full-time
nursing home care. For a couple that
may have been together for decades, the
choice is obviously a heartbreaking one.
Separation is painful, but if spouses are
unable to take care of their ailing hus-
bands or wives, institutionalized care is
simply unavoidable.

As if this weren’t bad enough, there is
another unpleasant surprise that awaits
such a couple: The expense of nursing
home care is typically exorbitant. In New
Jersey, it can easily amount to $50,000 a
year or more. Once an individual is insti-
tutionalized, the spouse can find that
within a short span of time, a lifetime’s
worth of savings has been obliterated.

For most of this year, New Jersey’s
Senate Health Committee has been hold-
ing hearings on how to improve health
care delivery throughout our state. As
Senate President, I, along with my col-
leagues, have tried to leave no stone
unturned.

We’ve uncovered a host of problems
that need to be addressed, sooner rather
than later. Among these is spousal im-
poverishment due to nursing home costs.

Our new bill directs the Commis-
sioner of Human Services to amend New
Jersey’s plan for Medicaid. It allows our
state to raise the income and resource
limits that the spouse may retain to the
maximum amount permitted by federal
law.

Currently, the federal limits are $2,103
in monthly income and up to $84,120 in
resources. If our bill becomes law, these
limits will be adjusted upward as adjust-
ments are made at the federal level. This
proposal is supported by the American
Association of Retired Persons.

New Jersey does allow spouses who
decide on institutionalization to have up
to $1,408 in monthly income and to keep
the greater of $16,824 or one-half of
resources up to $84,120. For many
couples, this is quite helpful. For spouses
who are still living in the community, it
may be enough to live on if their ex-
penses are modest.

But for many of our seniors, daily
living expenses can be prohibitive. Some
may live in areas where property taxes
are higher than the norm. They may
actually be in danger of losing their
home. Others depend on expensive medi-
cations but must pay for them out of their
own pocket because they lack prescrip-
tion drug coverage. Still others rely on
their income and savings to pay for the
portion of their own health expenses that
is not covered by Medicare.

In short, we have found that in count-
less instances, the spouse of an institu-
tionalized senior needs to keep more
income to enable him or her to continue
to live independently and with dignity.
And so, as part of our 24-point health
initiative, “Building a Healthier New
Jersey,” we have included a bill that will
give such spouses the financial breath-
ing room they need and deserve.

On October 10, the Senate Health

Committee voted to approve this bill and
on November 9, the Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee sent the leg-
islation to the full Senate for approval,
action that was scheduled for December
4. After that, I am confident that the
Assembly will concur and the bill will be
on the Governor’s desk shortly after the
start of the new year.

With prosperity a reality in our state,
we now have the resources to build a
health care system that is more efficient,
effective and accessible to New Jerseyans
than ever before. Our 24-point plan at-
tempts to do just that. It responds to real
problems with realistic solutions that
put the interests of patients and their
families first.

Spousal impoverishment is but one of
these problems. It is a growing one. We
in the Senate have responded. Hope-
fully, our colleagues in the Assembly
and the Governor herself will, too.

Time Is Now for Voters
To Support SP-F Bond

By DR. CAROL B. CHOYE

On Tuesday, December 12, voters in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood will go to
the polls to vote on a $35.7 million bond
referendum which will affect local stu-
dents for years to come.

All residents should have received
complete information about the proposed
building and renovation projects in a
six-page flyer which was mailed to all
homes in November. In recent weeks,
open meetings and presentations about
the referendum have been held, tours of
schools have been conducted by build-
ing principals, PTA groups have had
countless presentations and conversa-
tions with parents and citizens.

Board of Education members and
school administrators have provided in-
formation to local governing bodies,
clubs and civic groups; flyers have been
distributed; and a TV presentation has
been prepared for broadcast on TV-34,
our public access cable channel, from
December 1 through December 11. Com-
plete details of the referendum are on the
district Web site:
www.njcommunity.org/spfnet/ and a
telephone hotline about the referendum
has been in operation for weeks at (908)
889-9665.

All of these efforts underscore the
importance of the decision at hand. It is
critical that citizens act now on a bond
referendum that will provide needed
space for growing enrollments and ex-

panding programs; that will renovate
aging buildings; that will make our build-
ings comply with law regarding access
by the disabled; and that will improve
the safety of students and staff in all our
buildings.

Our growing needs have been dis-
cussed for years by members of our
communities, but it wasn’t until now
that funds from the State of New Jersey
became available to aid school districts
like ours. With passage of the proposed
bond now, the state will reimburse $11.6
million or 32.5 percent of our local costs.

If a final decision on the bond is
delayed, there are no reliable assurances
from the state about how much money
will be available to us in the future.
Meanwhile, classrooms will become
more crowded, the fifth grades will move
into the middle schools without adequate
facilities, and building problems will
only grow worse.

Time is of the essence. In Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, the time is now to
act on behalf of our present and future
students, to take advantage of the un-
precedented financial support of the state,
to ensure the desirability of our schools,
and preserve the value of our homes. Our
students are counting on you to make
your vote count on December 12.

*  *  *  *  *
Dr. Carol B. Choye is Superintendent

of Schools for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District.

SP-F PTA Council
Endorses School Bond
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA

Council has voted to endorse the school
bond referendum and we urge all voters
to support it. A “yes” vote for the school
bond is a “yes” vote for our community.

The schools in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School District are in need of
additions to accommodate our growing
school age population. The existing
buildings are also in need of renovations
and repairs.

We urge all voters to get out on De-
cember 12 to vote. All polls will be open
from 2-9 p.m.

Caren Goldberg, Corresponding
Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council

Letters to the Editor
Opportunity May Only Knock Once
For Bond to Expand SP-F Schools

Our children — in fact, all of us —
have had a tremendous civics lesson
unfold before our eyes. If any lesson
is learned from this Presidential elec-
tion, it is the importance of each vote
cast and the opportunity to make a
difference.

Citizens of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will have another very im-
portant opportunity to cast their vote
and make a difference on Tuesday,
December 12. We have the opportu-
nity to invest in our children’s future
by passing a bond referendum that
will address the overcrowding in our
public schools. We have the opportu-
nity to ensure needed repairs to and
renovation of our aging school fa-
cilities.

And for those of you who ask
“What’s in it for me?” you have the
opportunity to cast a vote to preserve
your property value. Your vote can
ensure that our community’s pro-
spective homeowners are not faced
with purchasing a home in a district
with little more to offer than crowded
classrooms, displaced programs, and
facilities too small to meet state cur-
riculum standards.

As the saying goes, “Opportunity
seldom knocks twice.” Indeed, this
bond referendum may be our only
opportunity to take advantage of more
than $11.6 million offered in state
aid — funding that will cover almost
one third the amount of the bond.
This school construction financing
has never before been offered by the

state and, if the bond referendum
fails, our share of the limited funds
may be passed on to another district
ready to proceed.

Opportunity knocks for us all on
December 12. Please take the time to
cast your vote and show our children
that you want to make a difference.

Heidi Schallenberg Sweeney
Scotch Plains
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SINCE

1956
� Vacuums
� Sewing Machines
� Outdoor Power Equipment
� Janitorial Supplies
� Air and Water Purification
   Equipment

Old Fashioned Quality and Service
224 ELMER STREET � WESTFIELD

908�232�5723
Closed Wed. and Sun

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
RESIDENTIAL  OR COMMERCIAL

Your Environmental Headquarters

www.etpetersen.com

THE PROBLEM:
Indoor Air Pollution

The EPA says that Indoor Air
Pollution is one of America’s #1
Environmental Issues.

THE SOLUTION:
Fresh Air Inside!

$25 OFF
$50 OFF
$75 OFF
$100 OFF

AREA RUG
REMNANT SALE

Orientals, Wiltons, Axminsters,
Sisals, Needlepoints and More!

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock 5x8 or Less

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock Larger Than 5x8

Any Rug or Remnant in Stock Larger Than 8x10

New Area Rug Orders of 8x10 or Larger

• Limited Time Only. Not Valid on Orders Placed Prior to December 1, 2000
• This Coupon Can Not be Combined With Any Other Offer
• Coupon Can Be Applied to Already Reduced Prices
• Over 350 Rugs and Remnants in Stock

The Perfect Gift For Someone
Now Thru Dec. 31, 2000

COVE DISCOUNT CARPET ONE
487 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ

(908) 273-0220

BRAUNSDORF GALLERY
241 NORTH AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
908 244-3501 OR 3508

ORIGINAL WORKS OF ART

PROUD TO PRESENT

A

NEW ART GALLERY!!

We welcome local artists
to sell their works at our gallery.

Special Holiday Hours
Mon-Fri 9:45-8:30 � Saturday 9:30-5:00
Sundays Dec 10, 17 & 24 11am to 5pm

The Gift of Love That Lasts Longer Than Time

12 North A12 North A12 North A12 North A12 North Avenue Wvenue Wvenue Wvenue Wvenue West • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718est • Cranford • NJ 07016 • (908) 276-6718
Ellen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. RamerEllen R. Ramer, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A, C.G.A • Jef • Jef • Jef • Jef • Jeffrey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.frey L. Robbins – R.J.

ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS ACCREDITED GEM LABS      AMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETYAMERICAN GEM SOCIETY

NOW IN OUR 55th YEAR

Cultured Pearls
With the living beauty of rich luster,

they are the heart of a fine jewelry wardrobe.
Go to any length and know you are giving

the gift destined to make the moment last forever.
18� Strands - 6 to 61/2mm - Starting at $1,075
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Lancaster, Ltd.
76 ELM STREET • WESTFIELD, NJ

(908) 232-2232

20% off

SUGARED
PLUMS

our
Fragrance of the

Month
for December

is Save 35-50%
Plus an Additional 25%

on 2000 Stock and Floor Samples.*
Last Chance for 2000 Prices!◆

*Limited quantities available.                                                       ◆Limited time only.

Valley Furniture Shop

The New Year Is Coming!

We need to make room for the latest fabrics and styles.

     B A N C R O F T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $240 $119
FULL ea. pc. $360 $189

   S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

 TWIN ea. pc. $420 $229
  FULL ea. pc. $550 $299
  QUEEN set $1240 $669
  KING set $1860 $999

    S A N I S U P P O R T
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $780 $419
FULL ea. pc. $950 $519
QUEEN set $2130 $1149
KING set $3030 $1649

    J U B I L E E  2 0 0 0
SUGG.  SALE
RE T A I L

TWIN ea. pc. $550 $299
FULL ea. pc. $690 $369
QUEEN set $1550 $849
KING set $2330 $1259

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623
33 Forest Avenue, Hawthorne, NJ 07506 (973) 427-1848

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10 - 5:30, Tuesday. & Thursday. ’til 9pm,  Sunday 1-5

❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆

❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆ ❄ ❅ ❆
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Flip 10
Dramatix Full Service Salon

393 Park Avenue ~ Scotch Plains ~ 908~322~8900

Gift Certificates for Everyone on Your Holiday
Shopping List Including the Most Important Person

YOU!

We Make Holiday Shopping A Breeze

When you want to feel special...

Relax & Enjoy One of Our Many Services
WHILE YOU SHOP!

Manicures ~ Pedicures ~ Hair Styling & Color
Facials ~ Massages ~ Gifts Galore

Relax for the Holidays

Center for Muscle Care & Relaxation
560 Springfield Ave. • Westfield • 276-4242

 (by appointment)

*Can not be combined with other offers or insurance discounts. Expires 1-05-01

Participating Providers: Oxford Health Plan, AmeriHealth, PHS
Nationally Certified/Member of  AMTA & ABMP

with Massage Therapy

$500OFF any 1-hour Gift Certificate

Abbot Tile
Elegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, QualityElegance, Quality, Ser, Ser, Ser, Ser, Servicevicevicevicevice

732-968-0018 • Colonial Square Mall • US 22 E • Greenbrook

Four piece mural plaque...  exclusively ours!Four piece mural plaque...  exclusively ours!Four piece mural plaque...  exclusively ours!Four piece mural plaque...  exclusively ours!Four piece mural plaque...  exclusively ours!

Dudick & Son

Showroom Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 • Sat. 9-12 • All other hours by appointment

Quality Kitchens & Baths

(908) 789-1790     •     40 North Avenue, Garwood

Satisfying Customers For Over 50 years

• Home Office
• Custom Cabinets
• Corian™ Counters

• Entertainment Centers

We are your source for complete
custom kitc hen remodeling:

Ms. Nancy W. Priest
Weds H. David Rogers

Ms. Nancy W. Priest and H.
David Rogers, both of Westfield,
were married on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

The Reverend Joan W. Priest,
the daughter-in-law of the bride,
officiated at the nuptials, along with
Dr. William Ross Forbes, Pastor of
The Presbyterian Church. A recep-
tion was held at the bride’s home.

The bride was escorted down
the aisle by her son, Jeffrey W.
Priest of New Canaan, Conn.,
while her daughter, Mrs. Karen
Hoffman of White Plains, N.Y.,
served as matron of honor. Craig
Rogers of Clinton was the best
man for his father.

Grandchildren from both fami-
lies also participated. Miss Hayley
Hoffman, Miss Ashley Meyer and
Miss Kirsten Meyer were flower
girls, with Miss Amanda Priest
and Miss Sarah Meyer as junior
bridesmaids. Jacob Priest and
Jackson Hoffman were junior
groomsmen.

In addition to those in the wed-
ding party, Ms. Priest is grand-
mother to Spencer Hoffman. Mr.
Rogers is also grandfather to Pe-
ter Meyer.

Serving as ushers were Thomas
Rogers, the brother of the bride-
groom; Joshua Rogers, the
bridegroom’s nephew; Steven
Hoffman, the son-in-law of the
bride, and Joseph Siragusano, the
nephew of the bride.

Scriptures were read by the
bridegroom’s daughter, Mrs.
Diane Meyer of London, England,
and by Dr. Janet Woods, a niece of
the bride from Seattle.

The Presbyterian Church Chan-
cel Choir, of which both the bride
and bridegroom are members, per-
formed selections by Handel,
Beethoven and Sampson, directed
by James Simms and accompa-
nied by Mrs. Annette White, or-
ganist. Floral pieces were designed
and arranged by Kay Cross’ “Flow-
ers Naturally.”

Ms. Priest, a longtime resident
of Westfield, holds a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Art History and a
Certificate in Historic Preserva-
tion from Drew University, where

she also serves on the Board of
Trustees. She is a tour guide at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art and
is a founder and President of the
Friends of Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

The bride also serves on the
Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission and is a Trustee of
the Westfield Historical Society, a
Past President of the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra and has
served on other town boards.

A native of Elizabeth and long-
time resident of the Westfield-
Fanwood area, Mr. Rogers earned
a Bachelor of Science Degree from
New Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy. He was employed with the
Singer Company in engineering
positions, as Vice President of In-
dustrial Sewing Products Market-
ing, and was on the Board of Direc-
tors of Singer Nikko Company in
Japan for several years.

The bridegroom serves on the
Alumni Association Board of The
Pingry School and owns Spring
Valley Monument Corporation in
Monsey, N.Y.

The couple had their photograph
taken at Mindowaskin Park’s over-
look, which had been decorated
by The Friends of Mindowaskin
Park in honor of their marriage.

Following a wedding trip to
Northern California, the couple
reside in Westfield.

MS. NANCY W. PRIEST AND H. DAVID ROGERS Valentina Patricia
Born to Diemers
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Diemer of

Harrington Park have announced the
birth of their daughter, Valentina
Patricia Diemer, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28, in Englewood Hospital in
Englewood.

Valentina weighed 7 pounds and
9½ ounces and measured 19½ inches
in length at birth.

She joins her brother, Michael,
age 2.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Donna and Fred Berardo of
Closter.

Pat and Dick Diemer of
Mountainside, formerly of Westfield,
are her paternal grandparents.

Valentina’s paternal great-grand-
mother is Elsie Diemer of Elmhurst.

Miss Marguerite Elise Tessitore

Miss Marguerite Tessitore
To Wed Kenneth Bledsoe

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tessitore of
Warren have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Miss Mar-
guerite Elise Tessitore, also of War-
ren, to Kenneth Allen Bledsoe of
Ithaca, N.Y. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Franklin Bledsoe of Upper
Marlboro, Md.

A 1984 graduate of the Timothy
Christian School in Piscataway, the
bride-elect was awarded a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Elementary Educa-
tion from Covenant College in Look-
out Mountain, Tenn. She is employed
as a fourth grade teacher at the Timo-

thy Christian School.
Her fiancé graduated from

Staunton River High School in 1979
and earned his Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Biblical Studies from Wash-
ington Bible College in Lanham,
Md., in 1986.

The future bridegroom, who re-
ceived his Master of Arts Degree in
Religion and Education from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in 1989, is Pastor of the Ithaca
Baptist Church in Ithaca, N.Y.

The couple plan to be married in
June of 2001.

Master Gardeners Honored at Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS — Joan Sweet of Scotch Plains and Patti DeBlass of

Cranford were recently honored by their peers at the annual Master Gardener
Fall Conference held at Cook College of Rutgers University.

Ms. Sweet, a 1991 graduate of the Union County Master Gardener Program,
tracks and reports on the volunteer hours served by some 300 of her fellow
Master Gardeners, in addition to contributing time to the group’s Demonstra-
tion Garden at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside.

Ms. DeBlass has been very active with the Master Gardeners since gradu-
ating in 1999. A volunteer for Horticultural Therapy and the Demonstration
Garden, she also serves as third Vice-President of the county’s Executive
Board and as Chairwoman of the Community Beautification Committee.

A featured speaker at the conference was Westfield resident Craig Stock of
Craig Stock Landscape Design. In his presentation, “A Master Gardener’s
Guide to Pruning,” Mr. Stock shared insights and techniques to help homeowners
maintain small shrubs and trees and how to spruce up overgrown or out-of-
shape specimens.
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Waterford

Orrefors

Kosta Boda

Goebel Artis Orbis

Mont Blanc Pens

Nambe

Rochard Limoges Boxes

All Available From

The Gift Departnment At

HOLIDAY HOURS:  Sunday, 11-4 • Monday to Friday, 9-8 • Saturday, 9-6

©
1999 G

reenbaum
 Interiors

Our Regency Arm Chair

magnificently carved in solid

mahogany, shown astride a rich

velvet of muted burgundy with

golden fleur-de-lis. Our professional

design staff will be pleased to

guide you in the selection of fine

fabrics and finishes from among

our extensive offerings.

DESIGN SERVICES • FURNITURE, CARPETS & ACCESSORIES • ANTIQUES & FINE ART • CUSTOM SHOPS
HISTORIC PATERSON, NJ 973-279-3000 • ON THE COUNTRY MILE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 973-425-5500

G R E E N B A U M
I  N  T  E  R  I  O  R  S

F R O M t h e  W O R K R O O M S a n d  S H O W R O O M S o f

To order your book
 mail a check for $19 (S&H Included) to:

Tomlyn Publications
547 Shackamaxon Dr. Westfield, NJ 07090

or purchase at the
Town Book Store of Westfield ($15.95)

or order on-line www.amazon.com

GIVE THE GIFT OF A GREAT LIFE!!

DISCOVER YOUR PASSION
by Gail Cassidy

Finding and creating your life�s work will bring
you more happiness and money than any

other single action you can take.

specially priced

gift boxed
4” diameter

hand-painted
relief sculpture

Westfield Ornament

Westfield Train Station

9 Elm Street
233-2454

24  at $ .00

ours exclusively...

4th in Series

Extended Holiday Hours

Famous Smoked Ham
Hand Sliced

There Is A
DifferencePlace Your Orders

For the Holidays Now!

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126
Holiday Hours: Fri., Dec 22, 7am-7pm • Sat., Dec 23, 7am-6pm

and for your Hanukkah Celebration
Fresh Brisket • Free Range Organic Chicken

• Turkey Gravy • Homemade Stuffing

• Au Jus Gravy for Prime Rib Roast

$4.99
/lb

Just

• Low Salt • Less Waste THAN THEIRS
• Less Fat THAN THEIRS

• Skinless & Shankless • Tender & Delicious

Once you try our ham, you’ll keep coming back for more!
Guaranteed Satisfaction!!

Other Outstanding Holiday Favorites:
• Prime Rib Roast (first cut)  • Filet Mignon  • Homemade

Kielbasa • Fresh Turkeys, Capons, Ducks & Geese
• “Elegant” Crown Roast - Lamb or Pork

Sliced Slightly Higher

CLOSED CHRISTMAS  EVE, SUNDAY,  DEC. 24TH

    

Customize Your Gift Packages
with Any of Our Services!

Corporate • Family • Friends

1990-200010
YEars in Business

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will be
distributing the luminaries at the Fanwood Municipal

Garage (by RR station) from 9 AM to 3 PM on:

Sat, Dec.  9th, 16th & 23th � 9am to 3pm
Special Sale Time on

December 24 � 1 to 3 p.m.

The luminaria kit costs 35¢ per unit.
This includes the candle, bag and sand.
(Please bring a container for the sand.)

Luminaria Sale

NOTE: We encourage all to participate in the DECA’s TOYS
for TOTS and FOOD for the NEEDY. You can drop items off

when you pick up your luminaries.

Edison Intermediate Posts Names of Students
 With Honor Roll Status for First Marking Period

WESTFIELD – The Guidance
Department at Edison Intermediate
School recently revealed the names
of students in grades 6-8 listed on
the Distinguished Honor Roll and
Honor Roll for the First Marking
Period.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Claire Albanese Erin Moran
Amy Altszuler Katherine Morgan
Erica Ammermuller Carolyn Mulvey
Derek Anderson Caitlin Murphy
Kaitlyn Anness Stephanie Musat
Amy Behr Jeffrey Mysel
Emily Bregman Roberto Olivares
Beth Budnick Ojus Patil
Brian Checchio Elena Pereira
Christina Chen Jarret Petrillo
Kathryn Cronen Justin Petrillo
Jennifer Danielsson Nicolas Picard
Nicole DiBenedetto Tara Picaro
Kristen Dilzell Daniella Regencia
Casey Elkoury Jessica Riegel
Elizabeth Falzon Arrend Santiago
Megan Feeney Daniel Shorrock
Lauren Finestein Allison Simon
Kaitlin Fleck Hope Skibitsky
Jason Frost Arielle Smelkinson
Kelly Gelber Caroline Steller
Lindsay Goldberg Laura Straus
Andrew Goldman Virginia Stroup
Marissa Goldner Satya Tagat
Ying He Julie Tiedrich
Jonathan Helfand Joseph Tressett
Ilana Kaplan William Uhr
Valerie Keil Jason Waks
Matthew Leonard Josh Wasserman
Neha Limaye Kathryn Werner
Nathan Margolin Carlee Ayn Wisler
Erin McCarthy Tiffany Yang
Harrison Mercado Caroline Yost
Georgia Mierswa Chloe Zeitounian

Elizabeth Zoidis

HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Ross Abramowitz Lane Maloney
Randi Ackerman Mary Anna McCabe
Erik Anderson Maria McDermott
Philip Anton James McManus
Anthony Arnold Daniel Melillo
Jillian Aronson Jessica Moran
John Attanasio Keith Moran
Victoria Attanasio Natalie Narotzky
Nicholas Barba Rachel Newberg
Brian Bayne Kevin O’Rourke
Tristan Bellotti Sean Palme
Steven Bigelow Cara Paulan
Matthew Bogen Sarah Pecker
Thomas Bonard Olivia Pomann
Joshua Bornstein James Ponce
Mark Boyd Michael Porch

Stephen Brouwer Daniel Pritsker
Meg Buttrick Brittany Pryor
Eric Courtney Adric Quackenbush
Tracy Dalton Shanna Quackenbush
Amanda Diaz Brittany Reyes
Daniel Dickson Blair Rolnick
Kelly Dohm Nathaniel Roquet
Felicia Erlich George Russo
Rachael Feeney Aimee Noelle Schaefer
Marley Frankel Melanie Schor
Kylie Fraser Catherine Schultz
Joshua Friedman Laura Schwab
Kelly Furlong Tyrell Simmons
Erin Gabriel Joseph Simone
Lindsey Gerrity Jenna Skoller
Jana Goldfarb Brendan Smith
Gregory Greifeld Jesse Solomon
Alyson Rose Guerriero Joseph Steinfeld
Sean Hager Jack Sternal
Meredith Hanley Jacob Stevens-Haas
Kelly Ann Hausseguy Shane Claire Strano
Timothy Hou Suzanne Toriello
Maureen Hughes Douglas Townsend
Christine Isabella Ted Vincett
Timothy Jacob Harrison Waldman
Gerald Jakubovic Linda Wat
Melanie Kaufhold Jonathan Weintraub
James Kelly Brandon West
Meredith Kender Robert Whitehead
Stephen Kielar Charles Woehr
Julia Korn Cassandra Wright
Alyssa Lund George Xing

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

David Ackerman Ben Harel
Katharine Anderson Alexander Hodara
Kevin Block Matthew Leong
Nicholas Brownstone Rachel Leopold
Jonathan Chananie Jessica Lipshutz

Alexandra Cortese Kari Lobrutto
Samantha Coulson Rachael Louie
Patrick Daurio Kaitlin McGovern
Christine DeSerio Samantha Mooney
Sarah Degel Jessica Moskowitz
Monica Doss Jillian Olsen
Alissa Eisenberg Gianna Pafumi
Lindsay Elbaum Kara Petersen
Allison Fleder Annie Peyton
Kristen Fortino Jason Rea
Thomas Fringer Caitlin Reinert
Sarah Godfrey David Schaffer
Andrea Gordon Lauren Weinstein
Kaitlin Gorman Jennifer Zhu
Jessica Graham Samantha Zucker

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Casey Ackermann Alexander Kao
Eric Adams David Kaplow
Kevin Anderson Lindsay Kleiman
Charles Barber Thomas Layton
Erin Beck Stephanie Lederman
Jessica Bender Hanna Lee
Norite Bercovicz Andrew Lent
Kyler Boyd Erin Mack
Kristy Britt Chelsea Mendoza
Kirsta Burslem John Meredith
Bryan Callahan Kimberly Milan
Michelle Catenacci Jessica Minsky
Raymond Chen Stephen Morrison
Pamela Church Adam Nassirpour
Janice Colbert Victor Nolasco
Erin Cooper Steven Pazdro
Arielle Dance Stacey Perlman
Rebecca DeFazio Christopher Pinheiro
Matthew DeSorbo Jessica Porter
Michael Diaz Joseph Pregenzer
Sarah Dobson Alexandra Psyhojos
Dina Dondiego Kathryne Read

David Dunn Ameer Rogers
Matthew Early Sara Rotella
Craig Ellis Steven Royston
Laura Fernandez Kristen Ryan
Harrison Fox Andrew Skibitsky
Lucy Fromtling Rachel Smith
Jesse Garfinkel Matthew Snowden
Adam Gaskill Christina Sofka
Sarah Gerber Zal Spialter
Joshua Gerckens Sarah St. Lifer
Kyle Gillyard Alyson Tieman
Talisah Harrison Ryan Torcicollo
Jessica Heo Alan Tso
Eric Hewitt Tad Walsh
Meaghan Higgins David Weinstein
Jillian Hobson Jacqueline Wendel
Julianne Hodges Colin Willard
Benjamin Holt Pamela Wilson
Erik Jacobsen Julie Ann Zenarosa
Matthew Jakobovic Cooper Jardine

Kristopher Kagan
DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE
Diana Arellano John Kerr
Jeffrey Bayne Colleen Kirk
Evan Bilheimer Suzanne Merkelson
Rebecca Cass Jared Messina
Gene Chen Sarah Myers
Thomas Del Duca Tara O’Donohue
Leah DiMatteo Brian Oxman
Mark Doss Giovanna Palatucci
Katherine Fahrenthold Rebecca Perch

Michael Fantini Matthew Perrelli
Allison Feldman Rebecca Schulman
Megan Fowler Kirsten Selert
Lauren Gelmetti Sasha Sharif
Camille Hausheer Monica Sull
William Hearon John Velasco
Alec Wasserman Lauren Winchester

Lisa Zhang
HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE
Amy Bernstein John Marks
Darek Candelore Alex Monaco
David Cognetti Taylor Mulvee
Katie Cole-Kelly Kathryn Mulvey
Ashley Current Lisa Novick
Lindsay Degiralamo Adrienne O’Rourke
Amanda Dickson Annie Onishi
Summer Donnelly Emily Ortuso
Jessie El Koury Brett Paulan
Jamie Elbaum Jeffrey Pazdro
Shaun Elwell Sarah Perch
Alana Fraser Bryan Power
Deanna Goldner Olesya Prikhodko
Paul Goldweitz Dina Ragab
Ashton Golembo Abigail Rosenstein
Michael Gorski Nicholas Russell
Jeffrey Greenlaw Perry Sacks
James Hanas John Sawicki
Marie-Claire Hausseguy Kristin Sawyer
Christopher Hild Jessica Schor
Jeffrey Hogan Andrew Skoller
Darrell Hopkins Lisa Smythe

Peter Hrinewski Gregory Speir
Richard Hughes Kayli Spialter
Daniel Jekelis Brian Stotter
Kate Judd Robin Streit
Bryan Kahn David Torres
Lauren Kelley Justin Tullo
Brian Kender Megan Valenti
Valerie Kerr Brittany Vella
Rebecca Klinger Jacqueline Weidman
Rebecca Korn Elizabeth Werner
Matthew Kukis Sing Yeow
Steven Lynes Michael Zahler
Elizabeth Mackay Lorena Zamarelli

CONTACT®

We Care, Inc.

We’ll listen and help
you with that problem
you thought you had
no answer to at all.

908-232-2880
A member of The United Way.

CONTACT USA and Life Line International
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Concepts &
Thought

Schedule of Holiday Concerts
Set by Westfield Schools

WESTFIELD – The Department
of Fine Arts in the Westfield Public
School district has posted the sched-
ule of holiday concerts which will
be offered during December and
January. All concerts are open to
the public.

• Thursday, December 7 – Band
and Vocal Concert at Washington
Elementary School, 7:30 p.m.

• Monday, December 11 –
Northside Elementary Strings Con-
cert at Roosevelt Intermediate
School’s (RIS) auditorium, 7:30
p.m.

• Tuesday, December 12 – Band
Concert of grades 6-8 at RIS audi-
torium, 7:30 p.m.; Band and Vocal
Concert at Tamaques Elementary
School, 7:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, December 13 –
Instrumental Concert at Westfield
High School (WHS) auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

• Thursday, December 14 – Cho-
ral Concert at Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) auditorium, 7:30 p.m.;

Orchestra for grades 6 and 8 with
Choral group for grades 6 and 7 at
RIS auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

• Monday, December 18 –
Southside Elementary Strings Con-
cert at EIS auditorium, 7:30 p.m.;
Orchestra for grade 7 and Choral
group for grade 8 and specials at
RIS auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

• Tuesday, December 19 – Vo-
cal Concert at Franklin Elemen-
tary School, 7:30 p.m.; Band and
Vocal Concert at McKinley El-
ementary School, 7:30 p.m.; Wil-
son Elementary School Band and
Vocal Concert at RIS auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, December 20 –
Band and Vocal Concert at Jefferson
Elementary School, 7 p.m.; Choral
Concert at WHS auditorium, 8 p.m.

• Tuesday, January 9 – Instru-
mental Concert at EIS auditorium,
7:30 p.m.

• Wednesday, January 10 – In-
strumental Concert at WHS audi-
torium, 7:30 p.m.

Union Catholic High School
Slates Christmas Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Christ-
mas Concert at Union Catholic High
School will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 12, at 8 p.m. in the audito-
rium.

The band, which is conducted by
John Calaiacovo, will perform sev-
eral selections by Jack Bullock in-
cluding “A Festival of Christmas
Carols” and “Christmas, That Spe-
cial Time.”

The program will also feature two
pieces by John Wasson, “Sounds of
Christmas” and “In the Christmas
Mood.” Another piece to be per-
formed will be James Sweringer’s
“Star of Wonder.”

The Union Catholic Chorus, under
the direction of Sister Irma Gazzilli,
will sing selections from several com-
posers including “Sing for Joy This
Festive Day” and a traditional spiri-
tual, “Hush!” by Sally K. Albrecht.

Philip Kern’s arrangement, “Still
The Holiest Night” will also be part
of the program, as well as “Angels
Rejoicing” by Patrick M. Liebergen
and “A Wish for Hanukkah” (Sha-
lom Alechem” by Lois Brownsey
and Marti-Lunn Lantz.

The final selection for the evening
will be “For Unto Us A Child Is
Born” from Handel’s Messiah.

The performance is free. Friends

and alumni of Union Catholic, as
well as the general public are invited
to attend. The campus is located at
1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-1600.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Honor Roll Pupils
Announced For First Marking Period by Principal Heisey

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. David
Heisey, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal, has re-
vealed the names of students who
received High Honor Roll and Honor
Roll status for the First Marking
Period of the academic year.

To qualify for High Honor Roll,
students must receive straight A’s if
taking four or five subjects, or at
least five A’s and a maximum of one
B.

Qualifying for Honor Roll requires
no mark less than a B and at least
three A’s.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
FRESHMEN CLASS

Flora S. Alexander Varun Ponmudi
Caryn E. Feder Jeanne M. Schneider
Lauren L. Haertlein Victoria S. Shelus
Cheryl L. Kaplun Eric Swenson
Joseph I. Malchow Dustin M. Tenenbaum
Jessica E. Neuringer Camille E. Tiangco

Nancy H. Twu

HONOR ROLL
FRESHMEN CLASS

Ricardo A. Arocha Joshua S. Parker
Ryan P. Aspell Scott J. Pober
Andrew L. Baruch Matthew E. Powers
Erica A. Bloom Courtney J. Reddington
Ryan J. Breznitsky Abigail F. Rosenblatt
Marisa L. Campanaro Christopher J. Russo
Eric J. Connolly Rosanna Ryskasen
Lauren D. Conway Allyson B. Salisbury
Robert W. Dietz Barie J. Salmon
Ronald J. Ferrara Juliana K. Sams
Dani B. Finkel Kristin E. Schardien
Lauren M. Fox Theodore F. Sensor
Michael D. Gallo Tara M. Shashaty
Kristi A. Gayara Elaine G. Shea
Brittany L. Hessemer Caitlin A. Shevlin
Michael P. Hessemer Dana A. Skwirut
Theresa P. Jahn Steven E. Smith
Jessica J. Kim Michael Sodomora
Daniel T. Kranz Danielle K. Stanley
Morgan F. Larkin Christine D. Sullivan
Mariela A. Lemus Erin N. Sullivan
Laura Manziano Stephen L. Tavares
Jenna M. Marionni Jared R. Timmons
Robert C. Maroney Camille M. Vecchione
Zachary J. McGuire Jonathan R. Wagner
Andre J. Melendez Tamie M. Walker

Andrea C. Meyer Christopher A. Wallden
Amanda Miller Daniel M. Wasserman
Peter S. Miller Anne C. Weber
Chelsea L. Mintz Ryan Weber
Jared T. Montagna Talia R. Weinberg
Scott J. Moynihan Matthew J. Wellinger
Juan L. Nguyen Eric D. Wildstein

HIGH HONOR ROLL
SOPHOMORE CLASS

Anthony Caruso Catherine A. Madurski
Rhea Chakraborty Michelle E. Marr
Alicia D. Cristiani Malina M. Milonnet
Jillian M. DeMair Megan A. O’Leary
Steven B. Doremus Sonali D. Phatak
Katie E. Downey Elizabeth A. Pilkington
Sofia Fayngold Eric D. Pratt
Eric D. Fields Amy M. Ryan
Benjamin D. Flath Edward J. Saridaki
Sarah N. Ginsberg Neal Shukla
Jason P. Hipp Erica Speer
Danielle A. Hirschhorn Nisha S. Tamhankar
Nicole E. Impellizzeri Sarah E. Van Wagner
Annmarie E. Klimowicz Timothy M. Voelker
Monique A. Lemus Caroline L. Webb
Jeremy S. Lipstein Laura M. Wittish

Michael R. Zatorski

HONOR ROLL
SOPHOMORE CLASS

Rocco F. Aloe Stefanie G. Katz
Leslie G. Argueta Laura A. Klastava
Lauren M. Baines Elise N. Koerner
Joseph A. Bartolotta Sarah E. Konzelman
Lauren E. Bauman Alicia Lazur
Kathryn A. Benski Matthew Loomis
Schuyler C. Boyda Lenore A. McMillion
Anthony B. Bruno Kristen E. Miner
Jamie M. Buteas Melissa Mollen
David Chang Christine L. Morris
Evan D. Chinoy Deanna R. Mustachio
Thomas Cho Emily C. O’Connor
Colleen A. Coyle Giacomo Palumbo
Alyssa David Robert L. Percoco
Eve E. Donovan Zennie A. Piedad
Deniz Evins John Piniat
Cristina M. Fabiano Karlene Quigley
Gianna M. Ferrante Steven Rodriguez
Sara Finkelstein Daniel M. Rosenkrantz
Elizabeth A. Gassler Alexandra H. Rosloff
Jamie M. Gold Jessica S. Seto
Samantha H. Grzywacz Patrick I. Shevlin
Stephanie A. Heath Delsa R. Slaugh
Alex D. Hofer Bruce J. Smith, Jr.
Jennifer M. Howell Kevin J. Watson
Scott E. Hyman Harry Yang
Jovonne H. Jones Kristin L. Zelesnik

HIGH HONOR ROLL
JUNIOR CLASS

Naor Chazan Caitlin Mahony
Matthew J. Deegan Matthew T. Ortyl
Matthew Denichilo Hana C. Pardon
William C. Gonch Magdalene Q. Pepe
Jennifer L. Harrison Alfred H. Twu
Brian W. Kaplun Yevgeniya Zhurbinskaya

HONOR ROLL
JUNIOR CLASS

Ayanna M. Abrams Karen A. McCourt
Jennifer M. Alonzo Kerry M. McVey
Erin A. Baer Daniel S. Nelson
Carolyn E. Barnett Khanh Nguyen
David E. Baumwoll Jennifer Nigro
Adam D. Bendik Kristy S. Novak
Laine D. Bonstein Michael T. O’Neil
Erin L. Breznitsky Sharon R. Opila
Regina M. Cappio Jennifer L. Ordelt
Patrick W. Carroll Andrew L. Pavoni
Chanen S. Chavis Christine V. Perrotta

Lindsay M. Church Bretton B. Pocorobba
Daniel M. Churgin Jonathan J. Quijano
Ryan Crawford Kerri L. Quinn
Cecile M. Duong Brian T. Raszka
Sonia Dutta Emily F. Rodino
Kristina A. Eide Pietro Rosato
Ashley E. Esposito Matthew J. Ruggieri
Joshua B. Finkelstein Timothy W. Ryan
Jaclyn M. Fiorino Brian S. Schiller
Stephanie C. Fowler Amy B. Schwartz
Lucas A. Francavilla Christopher R. Sheldon
Jessica Green Marcus A. Smith
Susannah L. Grossman Matthew J. Sturm
Michael J. Hughes Catherine A. Trombley
Jacquelin A. L’Heureux Maria B. Vacas Siguenz
Richard L. Lemence Matthew P. Vanderheyden
Terrell H. Levine Robert O. Wallden, 3rd.
Steven T. Lowen Kimberly J. Weinberg

HIGH HONOR ROLL
SENIOR CLASS

Christina M. Albizati Catherine T. Mangan
Jennifer L. Bassman Sheila Y. Marikar
Dana L. Berkowitz Heather L. Marks
Lauren Bond Patrick R. Meredith
Tyeasha L. Carey Megan M. Miller
Kaliq Chang Katherine M. O’Connor
Andrea R. Cristiani Anne C. Percoco
Andrew R. Elko Eric M. Pugia
Douglas W. Gillie Jeffrey S. Reichman
Amanda B. Heffler Melissa Roth
Bobby Z. Kabir Tracy A. Sanguiliano
Eric S. Konzelman Matthew A. Schimming
Christin Kurz Jennifer E. Seto
Donald S. Loberfeld Alison R. Wilks

Alexander M. Zajac

HONOR ROLL
SENIOR CLASS

Erica M. Abreu Amy S. Kempe
Michael J. Beckerman Beata E. Korsiuk
David R. Bell Paul Kroszczynski
Jennifer S. Bezrutczyk David S. Larkin
Anthony L. Blasi Timothy J. Lee
Michelle T. Bover Melissa A. Lemus
Katherine M. Bruno Yunilay Lio
Robert E. Bugg Jessica M. Lobrace
Brett S. Bushinger Sara M. Magnola
Eryn Bushinger Brian K. Maroney
Robert J. Cardinale James W. McClintock
Adam L. Chinoy Kristen P. Mendes
Katherine L. Church Nia J. Mendez
Peter A. Civins Matthew J. Metzger
Lindsey S. Davis Russell Minio
Kathleen D. De Luca Cori L. Ochoa
Michael S. Dixon Christina M. Ochsner
Jamie S. Dougher Amy Ondeyka
Catherine M. Dougherty Jessica Park
James Drewes Shivani M. Parmar
Myla Flake Alicia D. Piniat
Sandra N. Franco Ruth E. Rohrer
Michael E. Franzone Nina Sado
Joven N. Freeman Alyssa J. Sams
Timothy S. Gander Sunita H. Shah
Kelly L. Gayara Amit K. Shoor
Najwa A. Glover Jennifer R. Stearns
Marianna G. Good Martin J. Street
Laura A. Goscicki Audrey C. Tumaneng
Elizabeth A. Grausso Elizabeth A. Tumolo
Gail P. Hannigan Lisa M. Wagner
Jessica L. Hensal Erin A. Watson
David Kelly Ilana Weinberg
Erin F. Kelly James J. Zamor

Mount St. Dominic Names
Gwendolyn Schundler

As Distinguished Scholar

WESTFIELD – Sister de
Montfort of Mount St. Dominic
Academy in Caldwell has an-
nounced that Gwendolyn
Schundler, a senior, has been
named an Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholar.

Bloustein Scholars are stu-
dents who placed in the top 10
percent of their classes and have
earned a combined SAT score of
1260.

Gwendolyn is a graduate of
Holy Trinity Interparochial
School in Westfield. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Schundler.

The Christian Science Reading Room
at  116 Quimby Street, Westfield, NJ

Will Have An Open House

December 10, 2000 - 12PM - 4PM

Light Refreshments will be served.

Come and See the Holiday Gifts We Have
for Friends & Family!

Science & Health – A Reference Book for Life
What a Great Gift to Give Someone!

Reading Room Hours
Mon-Fri: 11am to 3pm
Saturday 10am to 1pm

For Information Call:
(908) 232-3226 or

(908) 232-5029

All Are Welcome

Parents Teenagers Children Everyone
New Leather Books Study Pack 10 Commandments Subscriptions

New CDs 5x7 S&H Posters – to Monitor,
Anniversary Edition New CDs 23 Psalm Sentinel or

of S&H, Bible New Herald Lord’s Prayer Journal
Concordances Children’s Prayer

Bible Dictionaries
Bibliographies

Gifts For:
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Finally... a wireless service
that really works in this area!

Voicestream Wireless is the only
service that works well in Scotch Plains,

Fanwood and Westfield including Martine
Avenue and Cooper Road.

EXCELLENT RECEPTION EVERYWHERE!
$19.99

$39.99

a month for 75 anytime minutes from ME to VA plus 250
totally free weekend minutes for 6 months anywhere in the
US or Canada

a month for 1,100 anytime minutes: 600 minutes from ME
to VA plus 500 totally free weekend minutes for 1 year
anywhere in the US or Canada

20% OFF
On all accessories with this coupon. We
have cases, car cords, hands-free head-
sets and batteries for all makes and
models of cellular phones.

$1.99
BEEPER SERVICE

MONTHLY
only

for numeric or $8.49 for
nationwide alpha-numeric w/
free news, sports  & weather

All Wireless Communications
“All Plans, All Brands”

1-888-2-CELLULAR (888) 223-5585

Maria�s 381 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains

(908) 322-2322

Lunch & Dinner Specials � Open Sundays 4-9

Scotch Plains Best Kept Secret !

*Plus Tax Take-Out Only

Pizza Days
Sun-Wed

Large  Cheese Pie

 $6.95*

LeLeLeLeLet Us Cat Us Cat Us Cat Us Cat Us Cattttter Yer Yer Yer Yer Yourourourourour
HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Py Py Py Py Parties!!arties!!arties!!arties!!arties!!

• Maria’s Special Lasagna,
      Mushroom, Chicken, Shrimp Roll-ups
• Homemade Pasta & Ravoilies

Contact Marklyn � Office- (908) 233-9785 � Cell - (908) 244-5481

Are You Confused About Everyday
Computer Use?

Are You Tired of Trips To The
Computer Store for Simple Repairs?

Are You Having Trouble With
Your Family PC?

Introducing A New Company Offering A Solution!

Affordable Tech Support for
Small Business and Home Users.

• On Location Repairs • On Location Upgrades
• On Location Training

Free Estimates • Senior Citizen Discount

News Highlights
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

systems in areas where septic runoff
is a serious source of pollution.

*  *  *  *  *
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union

County Prosecutor’s Office will be
conducting a seminar at the John H.
Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains for organizations caring for or
working with children.

This seminar, to be held Friday,
December 15, from 2 to 4 p.m., will
explain all aspects of Megan’s Law
including who is eligible to receive a
sex offender notification and what
one may do with the information if
they receive it.

Organizations that own or operate
establishments where children gather
under their care such as Scout troops,
athletic associations, religious edu-
cation programs or church youth
groups. Dance and gymnastics
schools may also want to attend.

Registration as a community orga-
nization is not limited to non-profit
organizations.

To register or for more information,
please call the Released Offender Unit
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office at (908) 527-4511.

*  *  *  *  *
TRENTON – The State Senate on

Monday passed a $147 million reform
package of health care bills health care
reform package that creates a discount
prescription drug program for 100,000
moderate income New Jersey seniors
and disabled persons. The package
also New Jersey’s hospitals

The health package was approved
Monday by the State Senate, 35-0, and
now heads to the General Assembly.

Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco (R-22nd) and Senator
James Cafiero (R-1st) sponsored the
legislation which would create a $60
million a year program to pay for
prescriptions for middle income se-
nior citizens in New Jersey who are
ineligible for the low income Pharma-

ceutical Aid to the Aged and Disabled.
The state’s 80 acute care hospitals

would get $70 million in federal and
state funds to treat the poor and
uninsured, find other uses for empty
beds and create alternatives to costly
emergency rooms.

Senator DiFrancesco has secured
$25 million in the FY2001 state budget
for the program so that the program
can be implemented upon passage by
the Legislation and when it is signed
by Governor Christine Todd Whitman.

*  *  *  *  *
ROSELLE — The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders has

203 Elm Street, Westfield
(908) 233-0025

Morgan Stanley Dean Witter
203 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ   07090

REACHING MILESTONES...When the County of Union voted to honor employees with 25 to 30 years of service to its
citizens, County Prosecutor Thomas V. Manahan, center, paused to pose with four employees reaching those milestones.
Flanking him, left to right, are: Chief of Detectives David F. Regal of Scotch Plains, Assistant Prosecutor Training
Supervisor Kenneth N. Siegel of Westfield, clerical employee Marie Robart of Linden and Investigative Accountant
Joseph Heuer of Cranford.

More Community
News on Page 17

See us in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages.
Only 1 of 40 lawyers is a

Supreme Court Certified Trial Lawyer.
(908) 789-9000INJURY CASES

Jim Hely

Local Municipalities
 See Assessment Hikes

WOODBRIDGE — The Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
recently adopted its 2001 budget of
$16,240,500. Assessments to mem-
ber municipalities total $9,960,00
including $339,636, applicable to
Mountainside; $646,404 for Scotch
Plains and $1,214,124 assessed to
Westfield.

The sewerage authority has 11
member towns including Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside as
well as Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Rahway, Roselle Park,
Springfield and Woodbridge.

The budget includes a $3,085,000
capital improvement program that
will be used for the construction of a
laboratory and other major improve-
ments including installation of a ser-
vice water/foam spray system and
the replacement of a grit chamber
bar screen and electric drives.

“The laboratory facility will en-
sure compliance with regulatory re-
quirements and the other project
upgrades will improve operating ef-
ficiencies,” stated Charles Lombardo,
the Authority’s Finance Chairman.

The 11-member member munici-
palities will contribute proportionate
assessments totaling $9,960,000 in the
year 2001. In comparison, the year
2000 assessments totaled $8,200,000.
Additional revenues contributing to
the $16,240,500 budget include: an
operating income of $953,000, $2.9
million of sewer bond escrow funds to
service debt payments, $428,000 of
other revenues and the utilization of $2
million of surplus.

Westfield’s assessment is up
$495,358 over 2000; Scotch Plains’
will see a jump of $116,359, with
Mountainside’s assessment jumping
$47,236.

The Authority was created as an
autonomous agency, which currently
owns and operates a wastewater treat-
ment facility serving over 300,000
residents and 3,500 industrial and
commercial customers.

announced that Santa Claus will be
visiting the Warinanco Skating Cen-
ter in Roselle to meet with young
residents and their parents.

The “Skate with Santa” will take
place Sunday, December 16 from 1
to 3 p.m., and Sunday, December 17,
from noon to 3 p.m. at the Warinanco
Skating Center, located off either St.
Georges or Thompson Avenues on
the Roselle-Elizabeth border.

County officials noted that regular
admission fees will apply for the
event. Skates are available for rent.
For more information, please call
(908) 298-7850.
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Samuel Bunting, Jr., 90, Was Teacher,
Tennis Coach at Westfield High School
Samuel H. Bunting, Jr., 90, a former

resident of Mountainside, died on
Friday, November 17, in South
Yarmouth on Cape Cod, Mass.

Born in Trenton, he attended pub-
lic schools there before entering Yale
University, where he was the young-
est member of the Class of 1929. He
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa in his
junior year.

Mr. Bunting had been a teacher of
Latin and Spanish at Westfield High
School from 1940 to 1975. He was
also a successful tennis coach, lead-
ing his teams to six state champion-
ship titles and an average winning
percentage of .838. Upon his retire-
ment, he moved to Cape Cod.

He served on the Yale Alumni
Board for several terms and on a
committee for Enrollment and Schol-
arship.

Surviving are his wife, Madeline

K. Bunting; a daughter, Bonnie
Bunting Meras of Martha’s Vine-
yard, Mass.; two sisters, Gladys B.
Tash of Winston-Salem, N.C. and
Margaret B. Cray of Ewing; two
granddaughters and five great-grand-
children.

A graveside service was held on
Tuesday, November 21, at the family
grave site at the Ewing Presbyterian
Church Cemetery in Trenton, under
the direction of Poulson and Van
Hise Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may be made
to “Yale University, Class of 1929,”
with a memo line insert “Timothy
Dwight Library Program.” Donations
should be mailed to E. Bartlett
Barnes, 234 Belridge Road, Bristol,
Conn. 06010.

Arrangements in Massachusetts
were handled by the Hallett Funeral
Home, Inc. in South Yarmouth.

December 7, 2000

Dr. Robert G. Pecka, 80, Was Marine;
Longtime Manager at Western Electric

Courtney Metzger, 21, College Student;
Was on Soccer Team and Dean’s List

Courtney Elizabeth Metzger, 21,
of Fanwood died on Friday, Decem-
ber 1, at Danbury Hospital in Con-
necticut from injuries sustained in an
automobile accident on November
26.

Born in Summit, she was a life-
long resident of Fanwood.

Miss Metzger was a 1998 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, where she had been a mem-
ber of the Varsity Soccer Team. A
junior majoring in criminal justice at
Northeastern University in Boston,
she was a member of the soccer team
at the university and was also on the
Dean’s List.

She was predeceased by her ma-
ternal grandmother, Joan Beal, in

1991.
Surviving are her parents, Joseph

and Jacquelyn Beal Metzger; two
brothers, Matthew Metzger and
Daniel Metzger; her paternal grand-
parents, John and Geraldine Metzger;
her maternal grandfather, Jack Beal,
and his wife, Yvonne Beal.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
December 5, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood, followed by a funeral Mass
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Courtney Metzger Memorial
Fund, care of SPF Foundation, P.O.
Box 123, Fanwood, 07023. Letters
of condolence may be e-mailed to
the family at
JackieMetzger@aol.com.

December 7, 2000

Dr. Robert G. Pecka, 80, of West-
field died on Wednesday, November
29, at home.

Born in Cicero, Ill., he had lived in
Downers Grove, Ill. and other places
in that state before moving to West-
field in 1938.

Dr. Pecka had been employed by
Western Electric in various locations,
starting in Illinois, for 43 years as a
manager before retiring in 1983 from
Western Electric/AT&T in New York
City. Following his retirement, he
was a Professor at various Army bases
for the University of California for
eight years.

He was a Technical Sergeant in the
United States Marine Corps during
World War II. Mr. Pecka served in
the South Pacific area and partici-
pated in the capture and defense of
Guadalcanal.

He earned an undergraduate de-
gree from Northwestern University
in Chicago, a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration from the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 1955 and his Edu-
cation Doctorate degree from Rutgers
University in 1975.

Dr. Pecka was a member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post of
Westfield, the Marine Corps League
of Westfield, the Telephone Pioneers
Club at the National level and the
Westfield Boosters Club. He was also
a Westfield Little League Baseball
coach for four seasons.

He was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Joan Pecka, in 1963, and by a
brother, John Pecka.

Surviving are his wife of 55 years,
Phyllis Burke Pecka; a son, Paul D.
Pecka of Franklin Lakes; a sister,
LaVerne Pecka of Des Plaines, Ill.; a
brother, Wilbur J. Pecka of Saratoga,
Calif., and two grandsons.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

A memorial service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, December 6, in

the Chapel of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, 335 Watterson Street, West-
field, 07090, and/or to The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, 140 Moun-
tain Avenue, Westfield, 07090.

December 7, 2000

� Obituaries �

Dr. Peter G. Cranford, Psychologist,
Author and Creator of Game Show

Dr. Peter Gordon Cranford of Au-
gusta, Ga., died on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28, at Beverly Manor in Augusta.

Born in Brooklyn, he spent his
early years in Westfield before mov-
ing to Georgia.

After several years as a clinical
psychologist in Austin, Tex., Dr.
Cranford became Chief Clinical Psy-
chologist at Central State Hospital in
Milledgeville, Ga., during which time
he wrote about the 100-year history
of the hospital.

He moved to Augusta in 1951,
where had been in private practice as
a psychologist for 35 years before
retiring in 1986.

Dr. Cranford authored five books
dealing with psychology in various
fields. He was also the creator of a
game show which culminated in “The
64,000 Question” show. In addition,
he wrote a syndicated column for the
Atlanta Journal and had a local radio
program.

He founded and served as the first
Chairman of both Psychologists in
Private Practice, a division of the
American Psychological Associa-
tion, and also the Bertrand Russell
Society in the United States.

He was a Captain in the Commis-
sioned corps, United States Public
Health Service, Malaria Control in
War Areas, from 1943 to 1949.

A graduate of Savannah High
School in Savannah, Ga., he attended
Emory University at Valdosta and
received his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of Florida

at Gainesville. He earned his Doc-
torate Degree in Education and Psy-
chology from the University of Texas
in Austin.

Dr. Cranford was the recipient of
the Italico Life Achievement Award
and was an honoree of the Game
Show Hall of Fame.

He was a member of the Georgia
Psychological Association and the
American Psychological Associa-
tion, the Augusta Country Club and
the American Academy of Marital
Counselors.

Surviving are a daughter, Josephine
German of Myrtle Beach, S.C.; five
sons, Stephen Cranford and Peter
Cranford, Jr., both of Augusta; David
Cranford of Lithonia, Ga., Gordon
Cranford of Santa Barbara, Calif.,
and George Cranford of Tucker, Ga.;
five sisters, Anna Bracuto of Plainfield,
Catherine Khouri of Woodcliff Lake,
Olympia Bracuto of Rahway, Theresa
Bracuto of Westfield and Margharita
DeGregorio of Tinton Falls; two broth-
ers, Dan Bracuto of Bricktown and
Michael Bracuto of Pico Rivera, Ca-
lif.; 13 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Services were held under the di-
rection of the Platts Funeral Home in
Augusta.

Local arrangements were handled
by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

December 7, 2000

Elizabeth Sparrell, 93, Was Parishioner,
Choir Member at Presbyterian Church
Elizabeth Louisa “Betty Lou”

Sparrell, 93, a lifelong resident of
Westfield, died on Thursday, No-
vember 16, at the Westfield Center,
Genesis ElderCare Network in West-
field.

Miss Sparrell had been an admin-
istrative assistant to the Vice Presi-
dent of the Pharmaceutical Division
of Bristol Myers Company in Hill-
side before retiring in 1972 after
working for 40 years.

She was a member of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield and was a
soprano in the church choir for many
years.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Frank Joseph and Elizabeth
Berry Sparrell, and by her two broth-

ers, Paul Berry Sparrell and Frank
Joseph Sparrell, Jr.

Surviving are two nieces, Susan
Lee Sparrell of Greensboro, N.C.
and Elizabeth Sparrell Napoliello of
Freehold; a nephew, Paul B. Sparrell,
Jr. of Greensboro, and two great-
nephews.

A private memorial service will be
held at a time to be arranged by the
family.

Arrangements were handled by the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Presbyterian Church in West-
field, 140 Mountain Avenue, West-
field, 07090.

December 7, 2000

Edward H. Smith, Jr.
Edward Hunting Smith, Jr., 73, of

Chestertown, Md., died on Monday,
November 20, at home.

Born in Boston, the son of Edward
and Sarah Smith, he grew up in West-
field. He was a graduate of The Pingry
School and the Engineering School
of Cornell University.

Mr. Smith served in the United
States Navy during World War II and
was a consulting engineer at the time
of his retirement to Chestertown.

He was a member of the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association and Sons
of Molly Pitcher, as well as the
Chester River Yacht and Country
Club, Old St. Paul’s Church in
Chestertown and St. Andrew’s Broth-
erhood.

Surviving are his wife, Margaret
Malcolm Smith; four daughters, Dana
Burton of Timonium, Md., Avery
Smith of Tiverton, R.I., Daryl Alfrey
of Dawsonville, Ga. and Amy Smith
of San Francisco; two sisters, Sarah
Hayward of Mount Desert, Me. and
Barbara Langman of Bridgehampton,
N.Y., and five grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, November 27, at Old St.
Paul’s Church.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Galena Funeral Home
in Galena, Md.

Memorial contributions may be
made to: Chester River Home Care
and Hospice, 6602 Church Hill Road,
Suite 300, Chestertown, Md. 21620.

December 7, 2000

Lorraine P. Scriba, 83
Lorraine P. Smith Scriba, 83, of

Springfield died on Monday, No-
vember 27, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Springfield, she had lived
in Mountainside, Warren Township
and Keyport before moving back to
Springfield 20 years ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Erich Scriba, and by a son,
Craig Scriba.

Surviving are another son, Erich P.
Scriba, and two grandchildren.

Cremation services were private.
A memorial service is planned for a
later date.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Monmouth County
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 542, Red
Bank, 07701.

December 7, 2000

Dorothy Otto-Weisbrod, 69, Owner
Of Fashion Gallery in Springfield

Dorothy Otto-Weisbrod, 69, of
Watchung died on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 28, at home.

Born in Maplewood, she had lived
in Westfield before moving to
Watchung in 1977.

Mrs. Otto-Weisbrod owned the
Fashion Gallery in Springfield for 36
years.

Surviving are her husband, Dr.
Ferdinand G. Weisbrod; a son, Wayne
Otto of Watchung; a daughter, Valerie
Otto of New York City, and a brother,

Fred Bohrman of Mendham, and four
grandchildren.

Services were held on Saturday,
December 2, in the Higgins Home
for Funerals in Watchung. Interment
took place at Hollywood Memorial
Park Cemetery in Union.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Anne Moore Breast Cancer
Research Fund, Weil Cornell Medi-
cal College, 1300 York Avenue, New
York City, 10021.

December 7, 2000

Rosina L. Biondo, 82
Rosina L. Biondo, 82, of Manville

died on Thursday, November 30, at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somerville.

Born in Newark, she was a resi-
dent of Manville for many years.

Mrs. Biondo was a member of the
Christ the King Roman Catholic
Church in Manville.

Surviving are three sons, Anthony
Biondo of New Baden, Ill., Russel
Biondo of Abington, Md. and Carl
Biondo of Bridgewater; two daugh-
ters, Maria Biondo of Edison and
Roseanne Juliano of Somerset; two
sisters, Mary Amigliore of Keyport
and Anna Castellano of Westfield,
and six grandchildren.

The funeral took place on Mon-
day, December 4, at the Ketusky
Funeral Home in Manville, followed
by interment in Somerset Hills Me-
morial Park in Basking Ridge.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society,
Somerset Unit, 600 First Avenue,
Raritan 08869.

December 7, 2000

James F. Ross, 80
James F. Ross, 80, of Mountainside

died on Sunday, December 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, he lived in
Mountainside since 1968.

Mr. Ross had been the Regional
Director of Occupational Safety and
Health Administration in New York
City for 25 years before retiring in
1984.

He had previously been a con-
struction safety inspector for the State
of New Jersey in Newark.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II, having served
as a medic.

Mr. Ross was a member of the
Bridgewater/Raritan chapter of the
Society for the Preservation and En-
couragement of Barber Shop Quar-
tet Singing in America.

Surviving are his wife, Edith M.
“Pete” Smith Ross; a daughter,
Laura Bolivar of Mountainside;
four sons, Jeffrey A. Ross of
Wallingford, Conn., James R. Ross
of Littleton, N.H., Alan R. Ross of
Plainfield and Matthew S. Ross of
South Plainfield, and four grand-
children.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, December 6, at the
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home in Westfield, followed
by a funeral Mass at Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Cremation was
planned at Rosehill Cemetery in Lin-
den.
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William McPhillips, 78, Was Executive;
Navy Veteran of World War II, Korea

William McPhillips, 78, of
Bethlehem, Pa., died on Saturday,
December 2, at home.

Born in Burlington, Vt., he had
lived in Scotch Plains before moving
to Bethlehem.

He had been employed for 25 years
by Weeks Marine Inc. of Cranford
before retiring as Vice President in
1986. During his career, he estab-
lished the company’s dredging divi-
sion.

Mr. McPhillips, a United States
Navy veteran of World War II, was a
salvage diver who saw action on the
beaches of Normandy and at
Okinawa. He also served with the
Navy during the Korean Conflict.

He graduated from Colorado State
University with a degree in civil en-
gineering.

Mr. McPhillips was a volunteer

with the American Cancer Society
and the Boys and Girls Club of
Bethlehem.

He also was a member of the
M.O.L.E.S. Tunneling Organization.

Surviving are his wife, Carol P.
McPhillips; two sons, William J.
McPhillips, Jr. and Robert C.
McPhillips; two daughters, Sheela
M. Donchez and Kathleen C.
Perlman; three brothers, C.F.
McPhillips, Brian McPhillips and
Gerald P. McPhillips; a sister, Mar-
garet J. McPhillips, and nine grand-
children.

A Mass will be offered at 9:30 a.m.
today, Thursday, December 7, in St.
Anne’s Church in Bethlehem.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Connell Funeral Home
in Bethlehem.
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Sally A. Wehr, 51, Held Two Degrees;
Librarian in Westfield for 11 Years

Sally A. Schlenker Wehr, 51, of
Piscataway died on Tuesday, No-
vember 28, at Haven Hospice of the
JFK Medical Center in Edison.

Born in Harrisburg, Pa., the
daughter of Warren T. and June M.
Fallstich Schlenker, she had lived
in Allentown, Pa. area for many
years before relocating to
Piscataway in 1972.

Mrs. Wehr had been the Children’s
Librarian at the Westfield Memorial
Library for 11 years before retiring
in 1985.

She earned a Bachelor of Arts
Degree from Thiel College in
Greenville, Pa., in 1970 and a Master
of Library Science Degree from
Rutgers University in New Brunswick
in 1972.

She was a member at large of the
Executive Board of the New Jersey
Library Association and was a mem-
ber of the American Library Asso-
ciation.

Mrs. Wehr was a member of the
Second Reformed Church in New
Brunswick, where she also taught
Sunday School.

Surviving are her husband of 30
years, Larry A. Wehr; a son, David C.
Wehr, and a brother, Warren T.
Schlenker, Jr. of Allentown, Pa.

Services were held on Saturday,
December 2, in the Second Reformed
Church. Another service was held on
Monday, December 4, at the Union
United Church of Christ in Neffs, Pa.
Burial followed in the church cem-
etery.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Quackenboss Funeral
Home in New Brunswick.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Second Reformed
Church, 100 College Avenue, New
Brunswick, 08901.
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MASTER
MEMORIALS

1171 E. Broad St.
Westfield, NJ

233-2350

ALSO: 300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, N.J. 349-2350

MONUMENTS
MARKERS

MAUSOLEUMS

DESIGNER • BUILDERS OF FINE

LETTERED • CLEANED

Bruce Bauer, Prop.
(Established 1938)

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., Fred H. Gray, Jr. Mgr. • 233-0143
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

• FRED H. GRAY, JR. •WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  DAVID J. CRABIEL

We appreciate
our neighbors

Like you, we appreciate having good neighbors. That's why we also
do our best to be good neighbors.

As established members of the Westfield business community, we
understand the security of dealing with people you know, people you trust!
We've built our reputation on this trust.

For over 100 years, we've provided area families with sound advice
and caring service at times of personal loss. We believe we help the most
by listening and providing choices.

We hope you remember you can turn to us in times of need. You can
also talk to us about planning ahead... removing this burden from the
minds of others. Please call us or stop by.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford/Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield
Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager

More Obituaries
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Eugene McCauley, 49
Eugene Douglas McCauley, 49, of

Linden died on Friday, December 1,
at Rahway Hospital in Rahway.

Born in Plainfield, he had lived in
Scotch Plains and Roselle before re-
locating to Linden 30 years ago.

Mr. McCauley was a corrections
officer with the Kintock Group in
Newark. Prior to that, he had worked
in the same capacity for the New
Jersey Department of Corrections in
Jamesburg. He also worked for the
ARC at the Woodbridge Develop-
mental Center.

He graduated from Kean Univer-
sity in Union.

He was predeceased by his father,
Eugene Clarence McCauley, and by
a sister, Madeline McCauley-Will-
iams.

Surviving are a daughter, Tiffany
Lorraine Gilmore; two sons, Damian
Lincoln McCauley and Dane Dou-
glas McCauley; his mother, Audreta
Douglas McCauley; a brother, Byron
L. Douglas; two sisters, Althea E.
Peacock and Margaret Street
McKenzie, and a grandchild.

Services were held on Tuesday,
December 5, in the Plinton-Curry
Funeral Home in Westfield. Inter-
ment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

December 7, 2000
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We’re thinking,
“At PNC we grow our business by

focusing on your needs first.”

You’re thinking,
“I’m more than a number
to be bought and sold.”

If you’re a Summit customer, you may be feeling left out and worried about changes and disruptions in

your accounts. Why not act now and choose a financial partner that puts you first? At PNC we focus

on your needs. What makes PNC unique is that we take our knowledge of money and combine it with

what we learn about you, creating deeper insights and more personalized advice. Whether you’re in

need of business services or personal finances, PNC will make your money work for you in all the ways

that money must. Take control of your money. Turn this time of uncertainty into your opportunity to

choose a new financial partner. For more information

call 1-888-PNC-7030 or visit www.pnc.com.

© 2000 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.

.  Model Ericsson R 280LX
� Buy & sell stocks, check movie listings
� Check the weather, news, the latest sports

scores and more.
� Check your AOL and other e-mail!
� 4 hours talk time, over 6 days of  standby

*FREE NOKIA 5160
� Up to 3 hours talk time and 7 days standby
� Games, alarm clock, changeable faceplate

All plans come with FREE caller ID,
call-waiting, voice mail and text messaging.

for 250 minutes plus 500 extra
night & weekend minutes

* AFTER REBATE

New Jersey Cellular
11 Eastman Street, Cranford

(Corner of North Avenue between the movie theater & Café Rock)

Serving Union County Since 1992

908-497-2100

Holiday
Gift Certificates

Available

29    per month

FREE*
Ericsson
Web Phone

With FREE Internet
Access - Does Not Use
Up Your Minutes And
Does Not Cost Anything!

 Many Other Plans Available. Call or Stop In for Details.

Come in and check
out the cute  new
3½ ounce Nokia
8260 in blue, red
and gray!

.99$

The Presbyterian Church

Candlelight
Carol Service

Sunday, December 10, 7:30pm

The Chancel Choir & Soloists

The Chancel Handbell Choir

Viola, Harp & Organ

An Offering Is Received

The Presbyterian Church
140 Mountain Avenue • Westfield, NJ   07090

Good News

Psalm 119:26,27 The Gospel

“I have declared my ways, and thou
heardest me: teach me thy statutes. Make
me to understand the way of thy precepts;
so shall I talk of thy wonderous works.”

Meryl Chertoff, Joanne Muldoon
Chair Campaign at United Fund
WESTFIELD — Returning as Co-

Chairmen of this year’s Residential
Division for the United Fund of
Westfield are Meryl Chertoff and
Joanne Muldoon. This job entails
contacting over 8,000 people in the
Westfield area to support the 21
United Fund agencies.

Mrs. Chertoff and Mrs. Muldoon,
along with five teams headed by team
captains Epie Betancourt, Susan
Fraser, Jeanine Williamson, Laurie
Realmuto and Cynthia Benn, have
been speaking with residents and
encouraging them to remember those
people who need their help by con-
tributing to the United Fund.

In a letter to Westfielders, Mrs.
Chertoff and Mrs. Muldoon stated,
“People often say Westfield is differ-
ent. We are different in the level of
caring and in the involvement of our
citizens.”

Mrs. Muldoon continued, “And
because Westfielders care, they have
built a community united by caring
— ensuring the maximum in human
services and proving that nobody
can do it like Westfielders can.”

Mrs. Chertoff serves as Legisla-
tive Counsel in the office of State
Assemblyman Richard H. Bagger. A
graduate of Harvard-Radcliffe Col-
lege, she later received her law de-
gree and is a member of the state bars
of New York and New Jersey. She is
a Trustee of the United Fund. Mrs.
Chertoff sits on the Executive Board
of the Anti-Defamation League of
New Jersey, and is a member of the
Harvard Club of New Jersey Schools
Committee.

In addition, Mrs. Chertoff is a
member of the College Women’s
Club of Westfield and the Wilson

Elementary School Parent Teacher
Association. A resident of Westfield
for five years, she and her husband,
Michael, live with their two chil-
dren, Emily, 9, and Philip, 7.

Mrs. Muldoon is a member of the
United Fund’s Board of Trustees.
She is a former board member of the
Westfield Education Fund and a Par-
ent Teacher Council delegate for
Holy Trinity Interparochial School.
Mrs. Muldoon is a Cub Scout Den
Leader, a past member of the Junior
Women’s Club of Westfield and is
active in sports, music, and art.

A certified elementary, reading
and K-12 English teacher, she and
her husband, Andy, have lived in
Westfield for 10 years with their
children Patrick, 12; Scott, 9; and
Mary, 6.

Mrs. Chertoff, Mrs. Muldoon, and
the volunteers are conducting a tele-
thon to reach out to as many
Westfielders as possible. The volun-
teers are: Tammy Bullek, Elizabeth
Ferguson, Donna Grozuczak, Eleanor
L’Esperance, Barbara Star, Monica
Waisner, Carolyn Capodanno, Mar-
garet Collins, Kristen Kolek, Marian
McCarthy, Laura Smoot, Christine
Bertoni, Diane Callahan, Liviana
Feniger, Debbie MacDonald, Jeanne
McCurdy, Bob Arnold, Judy Arnold,
Chris Fraser, Don Fraser, Maureen
Meylor, Eileen Passananti, Lisa
Grawehr, Margaret Knapp, Joanne
Lukowiak, Cindy Petruccelli, Carole
Peyton, Vivian Strano, and Michelle
Williams.

Coldwell Banker has donated its
office and telephone lines for this com-
munity-wide undertaking. The money
raised through the United Fund is
allocated to 21 member agencies.

THOSE SCOUTS CAN COOK!…Boy Scout Den No. 6 from McGinn Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains visited the TV studio of Comcast Cablevision’s
channel CN8 to watch and participate in the “Let’s Cook” with Paul Dillon
show. Pictured, left to right, are: Dylan Clark, Sean Clark, Chef Dillon, Kyle
Richers, Daniel Gilman, Tyler Pfundheller, and Austin Pfundheller.

First Congregational Spotlights
Musical Programs for Advent
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, will fea-
ture a performance of John Rutter’s
Magnificat during the 10 a.m. ser-
vice this Sunday, December 10.

The church’s Festival Chorus will
be conducted by Dr. Barbara
Thomson, Director of Music, with
organ, harp, timpani, percussion and
soprano soloist Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson.

Set to the traditional text –
Magnificat anima mea Dominum –
spoken by Mary to the angel Gabriel
at the Annunciation, the music rep-
resents the exuberance of Mary’s
joy, as well as the glory of God and
the quiet mystery of faith.

First Congregational will conclude
its series of Mid-Day Musicales for
Advent with a program by the All
Seasons Chamber Players at noon on
Wednesday, December 13.

These free, half-hour concerts are
followed by a soup and sandwich
luncheon that is available for $4.50
in the church’s social hall.

The performers on this program
will be Robert Lawrence, violin;

Ellen Zoe Hassman, cello, and Jean
Strickholm, piano. Their program
will include the Larghetto and Alle-
gretto from Mozart’s “Trio in B Flat
Major, K. 502” and the late romantic
“Piano Trio, op. 150” by Amy Beach,
who has been described as America’s
first important woman composer.

The All Seasons Chamber Players,
founded in 1981, have performed on
Cablevision’s MetroArts/Thirteen
program, as well as numerous other
television and radio broadcasts.

They have also performed indi-
vidually as soloists and members of
major area orchestras, Broadway
shows and summer festivals.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible, in part, by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

The public is invited to attend both
programs. For more information
please contact Dr. Thomson at the
First Congregational Church, by tele-
phone at (908) 233-2494 or by fax at
(908) 233-1416.

Janice Metzger Earns Fellowship;
Will Attend Special Retreat

WESTFIELD – Janice Metzger of
Westfield has received a fellowship to
the Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts (VCCA) from the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation and the VCCA.

Ms. Metzger will be in residence
with approximately 20 other artists,
focusing on their own creative projects
at this working retreat for visual art-
ists, writers and composers.

Ms. Metzger is currently a teacher
at Governor Livingston High School
in Berkeley Heights, where she has
taught since 1981. When Governor
Livingston was part of the Union
County Regional District, she taught
at Arthur L. Johnson High School in

Clark, Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield and David Brearley
High School in Kenilworth and Gov-
ernor Livingston.

She has taught as an adjunct faculty
member at Kean University since 1970.
In 1994, Ms. Metzger earned an Artist
Educator Award from the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation. In 1996, 1998 and
2000, she received mini-grants from
the Dodge Foundation.

Ms. Metzger is honored to have
been chosen to attend the Virginia
Center for the Creative Arts. Her ac-
ceptance to the program is based solely
on artistic merit as evidenced by slide
presentation of current art work.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS Sports Section - Pages 13-16
Remember Pearl Harbor!

December 7, 1941

Devil V’ballers Serve Up
Successful, 17-6, Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“I’m glad to see that the quality of
play in Westfield is improving,” stated
Westfield High School girls volley-
ball Head Coach Bev Torok. “Of
course the level of play in the area
has also improved.”

This season, the Blue Devils made
it to the semifinals of the Union
County tournament, played in the
quarterfinals of the NJSIAA State
tournament and finished with a 17-6
record.

“Our girls took the team the far-
thest ever in the state tournament,”
pointed out Torok. “there will be
tough shoes to fill.”

The Westfield girls advanced to
the quarterfinals by defeating a fine
Bridgewater-Raritan team, 12-15, 15-
7, 15-11, then were stopped by West
Windsor, 16-14, 15-12. But perhaps
their finest hour and a half came on
October 20 when they defeated the

then seventh-ranked Union Catholic
High School girls, 15-9, 3-15, 15-12.

“Hands down, that Union Catholic
game was the best game we played
this season,” expressed Torok.

Four of the Blue Devils’ top per-
formers will graduate this year and
all were three-year starters.

This season Co-Captain Patty
Oslislo registered 118 kills and fin-
ished her career with 238. She had
a career 386 service points with
133 aces. Co-Captain Kelley
Masterson had 131 kills and 17
blocked shots this season and had
92 percent of her serves in bounds.
In her career, Masterson had 324
kills and 36 blocks.

Senior Laura Avdey registered 37
career blocks and had a personal
season high eight kills against Union
and four blocks against Union
Catholic. Senior Breigh Ann Menza
had 195 assists this season and fin-
ished her career with 378. She also
had 277 career service points with
77 aces.

In a recent awards dinner, Oslislo
was awarded the Boosters Most Valu-
able Player and the Most Defensive
awards. Masterson won the Most
Offensive, Samantha Sa received the
Most Improved and Menza received
the Coaches Award.

“It was really a strong group this
year,” said Torok. “Although we had
the same record as last year, we were
more experienced and were a much
better team.”

SCHILLER, FRESHH2O LEAD ‘O’,  PAVONI LEADS ‘D’

Raider Footballers Stressed
Intensity, Hard Work, Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talent and versatility existed in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team; however, be-
ing able to display it was in jeopardy
after the Raiders experienced a hu-
miliating, 24-6, loss at the hands of
rival Westfield, dropping their record
to 1-2. From that point onward the
Raiders emerged, showing their true
character, and won seven of their
remaining eight games in impressive
fashion.

Like waking up after having a
bucket of ice water thrown in their

face, the Raiders responded furi-
ously. On October 7, they seem-
ingly stunned a strong Linden team,
25-14. Next, the Raiders de-horsed
the Blue Knights of Irvington, 42-8,
then on October 21, they grounded
the Kearny Kardinals, 26-0.

Not finished, on November 3, the

Raiders burned Newark East Side,
34-0, then a week later, they crunched
Clifford Scott, 21-7, in the
quarterfinals of the states. On No-
vember 18, the Raiders were in a
deadlock with hosting West Morris
in the state semifinals, but the ninth-
ranked Wolfpack scored on a fourth-
and-nine, 31-yard TD play with just
:50 remaining. However, the Raiders
showed their moxie and buried the
hosting Union Farmers, 34-14, on
Thanksgiving Day.

“Basically, we were 1 and 2 three
games into the season. The kids
worked hard, stuck to it and put

themselves in a position to win,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
“And we ended up 8-3.”

However, to make such a remark-
able comeback and soundly defeat
some of the best teams in the area,
it takes something more than just
hard work.

“I think, early in the season, when
we were 1 and 2, bringing up the
intensity was important. As
coaches, we had to raise the level
of intensity,” explained Ciccotelli.
“And the kids followed suit. This
was important. The players raised
the levels of the player next to
them. We fed off each other and
worked as a team. The ultimate
word was team!”

Leading the intensity and helping
make it possible for the “Wild Dog”
defense to feast heartily on their
opponents were seniors Lou Shultz,
Gary Cousar, Elwood Green and

Damon Clark and juniors Andrew
Pavoni and Wesley Warchol – all six
known as the dirtiest (uniformwise)
of the Wild Dogs.

Pavoni led the “Dogs” in solo tack-
les and in assisted tackles with 48
and 56, respectively, and added one

MROZ PROVIDES BEST ALL-AROUND PERFORMANCE

Blue Devils Do It With Style;
Complete Grid Season, 6-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three major accomplishments
were recognized by the Westfield
High School football team this year.
These achievements included defeat-
ing rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
qualifying for the state tournament
and taking down Plainfield in the
traditional Thanksgiving Day Game.

Both teams entered the game with
a 1-1 record, but the hosting Blue
Devils played perhaps their best game
all season against the SP-F Raiders
on September 23. With a very stub-
born defense and a quick-strike of-
fensive mentality, the Blue Devils
rocked the Raiders on their heels
with two first-quarter touchdowns
then added another by halftime to
command an 18-0 lead. The Raiders,
taken out of their game plan, never
recovered and the Blue Devils pre-
vailed, 24-6. The shining star in the
game was junior fullback Matt Daly,
who accumulated a total of 228 yards
– 146 rushing on nine carries.

“Without a doubt, it was our best
game,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina. “Scotch Plains was a
tremendous win. As the year un-
folded you realized how good of a

team they (Scotch Plains-Fanwood)
really were.”

Thanksgiving Day was certainly
a feast for Westfield, and they did
their dining in Plainfield. The meal
was longer than expected as the first
quarter was set to 15 minutes in-
stead of 12 and the second quarter
also seemed long. By halftime, 53
points were scored with the Blue
Devils clinging to a 28-25 lead. But
Westfield did not hang around as
they stopped the Cardinals in their
flight path while adding two more
touchdowns to win, 42-25, and to
finish with a 6-4 record.

“That was quite a way to go out,”
said Tranchina. “Our offense came
to life and I believe, from a specta-
tors’ point of view, it was a very
exciting game. I was real happy for
the seniors. They should feel real
good about themselves.”

However, the Blue Devils could
have been considered an undersized
team and experienced that disadvan-
tage in both of their meetings with
the much larger Elizabeth Minute-
men, who won both times. Westfield’s
other losses were to Linden, 6-0, on
September 16 and to Union, 13-0, on
October 14.

Against Elizabeth on October 28,
although Westfield scored first, the
Minutemen rumbled on to a 41-6
victory to hand the Blue Devils
their most humbling defeat of the
season. Then, as luck would have
it, the Blue Devils had to face Eliza-
beth in the first round of the Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 tournament. This
time, the under sized Blue Devils
held the Minutemen scoreless until
just :18 remaining in the half and
eventually lost, 21-0. But the gutsy
Blue Devils had two successful goal
line stances which concerned the
Minutemen.

Eleven Blue Devils will graduate,
including all-around—fullback/
safety – standout Mike Mroz, who
led the 1999 squad with 131 tackles
and was second this year with 109.
He also had two interceptions. Mroz
also returned kickoffs and punts with
total fearlessness and, from his full-
back position, rushed for 428 yards
and five touchdowns.

“He was the heart and soul of our
defense. He made some big hits,”
said Tranchina. “He was a great little
fullback. He hit hard and ran hard.
But I was especially impressed with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

COLOR PAGES
For approximately four weeks, the
front page of sports and the back page
in the A&E Section of The Westfield
Leader and The Times  will most
likely not have color. Our printing
company is in the process of
purchasing a new machine and certain
adjustments are being made.
However, all of the pictures can be
seen in color on our Web site.
WWW.goleader.com.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVILS VS RAIDERS = EXCITEMENT…Every time the Westfield boys soccer team vies with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders an exciting, inspired game can be expected. See season wrap up on page 15.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Blue Devil Samantha Sa

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Blue Devil Patty Oslislo

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
A WINNING RAIDER COMBINATION…With fullback Gary Cousar, No. 5, blocking, senior halfback Clifton
Freshwater, No. 21, found it much easier to chew up the big yardage. Freshwater rushed for 1,252 yards and 15 TDs and
added 95 receiving yards with another TD.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVILS’ LEADING GROUND GAINER…Junior halfback Terrence Jenkins, No. 5, was Westfield’s leading
ground gainer this season with 464 rushing yards. Jenkins also led in touchdowns with six.
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1063 Route 1
732-634-8000

AVENEL

615 Central Ave.
908-928-0800

WESTFIELD

• REDUCE HEATING BILLS BY UP TO 50%
• OIL TO GAS CONVERSIONS OUR SPECIALTY
• OFFER EXPIRES 12/22/00

Since 1947

CALL TODAY OR
VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS

OVER 100,000 INSTALLATIONS

* YORK + UTILITY REBATES ON A COMBINATION
   PURCHASE OF HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM.

LEFTOVER
AIR CONDITIONER

UNITS ALSO
ON SALE!

Plus...GET UP TO $1070
IN REBATES!*

BIG SAVINGS NOW!
HEATING SALE

NO PAYMENTS OR INTEREST
FOR 12 MOS.!

Blue Devil Boys Do It With Style;
Complete Football Season, 6-4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Hershey’s Deli Will  Sponsor Toy Drive
Tis’ the season to be giving!
From now until December 8, Hershey’s Deli located at 221 South Avenue

in Westfield will be conducting its First Annual Toy Drive. Donations of
new, unwrapped toys will be accepted. The gifts will be given to the patients
at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

All donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to
9 p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday until 8 p.m. at Hershey’s Deli.

Help Hershey’s spread the holiday spirit and brighten the day of a child.

Westfield High School
December Sports Schedule:

*Subject to change due to weather or other unforeseen
inconveniences*

Varsity Girls Swimming
Head Coach: Jamie Ruszala

12/5 Bridgewater A 5:00 PM
12/7 Union H 2:15 PM
12/12 Kearny A 4:00 PM
12/14 Bishop Ahr H 2:15 PM
12/19 Plainfield H 2:15 PM
12/21 Immaculate Heart H 4:00 PM

Varsity Ice Hockey
Head Coach: Brian La Fontaine

W Warinanco S Secacus
12/4 Cranford W 8:30 PM
12/5 Montclair S 3:45 PM
12/10 St. Peter’s ? TBA
12/12 Hudson Catholic S 3:45 PM
12/14 Summit W 4:00 PM
12/19 Bayonne S 3:45 PM
12/22 Clifton at Montclair M 3:45 PM
12/27 Ridge at Bridgewater B 10:45 AM
12/28 A. L. Johnson W 7:30 PM

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Joseph Marino

12/15 Cranford A 4:00
12/19 Linden H 4:00
12/28 Randolph Tournament A TBA
12/30 Randolph Tournament A TBA

Varsity Boys Swimming
Head Coach: Martha

Heintzelman
12/5 Bridgewater A 5:00 PM
12/7 Union H 2:15 PM
12/12 Kearny A 4:00 PM
12/19 Plainfield H 2:15 PM
12/21 Holy Spirit H 4:00 PM

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: Glen Kurz

12/15 East Side H 4:00 PM
12/16 Kearny Tournament A TBA
12/18 New Providence H 4:00 PM
12/20 Ridge A 4:00 PM
12/28 Blue Devil Invitational H All Day

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Mike Tirone

12/5 Kearny Union 4:00
12/7 Seton Hall Union 4:00
12/12 Irvington Union 4:00
12/14 East Side Union 4:00
12/19 Cranford Union 4:00
12/21 Union Union 4:00

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Kevin Everly

12/15 Cranford H 7:00 PM
12/19 Linden A 4:00 PM
12/27 Hillside Tournament A 6:00 PM
12/28 Hillside Tournament A 8:00 PM

his courage on punt returns.”
Senior quarterback Ryan

MacDonald, who completed 43
passes for 692 yards and eight touch-
downs, ran a Blue Devils offense that
accumulated 1588 yards rushing and
723 yards in the air to score 22 TDs.

Defensively, the Blue Devils were
well-trained and disciplined and sev-

eral seniors put up some fine num-
bers. Although junior linebacker Matt
Andzell led in tackles with 112, after
Mroz, seniors Dave King (linebacker)
and end Paul Johnston had 97 and 73
tackles, respectively. Seniors Chris
Dodge (tackle) and Jim Mitchell had
54 and 39 tackles, respectively. Other
seniors making contributions were:
Matt Seagull, Matt Simone, Time
Young, Darnell Muse and Shawn
Brown.

“Coach (Greg) Gorski is our line
coach. Our kids were pretty disci-
plined and stayed in position,”
Tranchina said.

MASKET, ROTHSTEIN WILL ANCHOR

Devil Keglers Are Still
Young But Experienced

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School bowling
coach Mike Tirone can expect a very
promising season. Placing two se-
niors and three freshmen on the lanes
last year, Tirone expected perhaps a
.500 season. But the unexpected hap-
pened. The young Blue Devil squad
wowed not just their coach but their
opponents as they wound up with a
14-4 record.

Last year, the Blue Devils placed
third in the Watchung Conference

(WC) National Division. With a
56-21 total-point score, they were
edged by a fine group of Cranford
Cougars, who had a 57-20 total-
point score. A super Linden Tiger
squad captured first with a 68-9
total-point score.

The young squad finished strong
last year by rolling their highest game
of 1,070 and highest series of 2,987
on the final match of the season.
Sophomores Willy Masket and Matt
Rothstein can be expected to be the
high rollers this year. Both were se-
lected to the Coaches All-Watchung
Conference Second Team.

“He’s developed and has more
flexibility this season. He adjusts
well to the lanes now,” said Head
Coach Mike Tirone of Masket. “In
the pre-season, he has not shown
any regression.”

Masket boasted a 190 conference
average and a 195 all-matches aver-
age. Rothstein finished with a 189
conference average and rolled the
Blue Devils’ high series of the year
in the Union County Tournament
with a 708.

“Matt was outstanding last year.
He has come back with desire and a
good understanding of the game. He
has done everything necessary to
improve his game,” said Tirone.

Masket and Rothstein along with
sophomore Scott Villa have been
named as team Tri-Captains. Villa
was quite impressive last year with a
179 average. With a high series of
617 and a high game of 226 last year,
Villa can be expected to bring home
some fine totals.

“There is not a lot of difference
between Scott and them. They all
have good mental preparation and
all can adjust to changing lane con-
ditions. They are good under pres-
sure because they know what has to
be done,” pointed out Tirone.

Juniors Greg Ralph and David
Louie and freshman Andrew Royston
are competing for the remaining two
spots. Last year, Ralph won the Blue
Devils’ Most Improved Award.

“Greg’s improvement has been tre-
mendous and David has experience
and is expected to be a big help,” said
Tirone “Andrew has been a junior
bowler for seven years. He’s very
coachable and willing to try things.
The two who will start are the ones
who can adjust to lane conditions
better.”

The Blue Devils opened with
Kearny on Tuesday and face Seton
Hall Prep today.

A very bright light, however, is that
the Blue Devils will return a very
experienced mass of offensive talent.
With the exception of MacDonald
and Mroz, the entire backfield returns
and so do junior wide receivers Jim
McKeon and Jay Cook.

Junior halfback Terrence Jenkins
led in rushing with 464 yards and in
scoring with six touchdowns and a
two-point conversion. Daly battered
his way with 361 rushing yards and
four TDs. Junior halfback Diano
Reavis totaled 322 yards rushing
with two TDs. McKeon was the
leading receiver with 209 yards and
two TDs on nine receptions and
Cook grabbed eight passes for 106
yards and one TD.

Defensively, Jenkins from his out-
side linebacker position had 56 tack-
les and juniors Matt Brinkman (End),
Reavis (OLB) and McKeon (HB) had
44, 41 and 35 tackles, respectively.
Matt Daly, Cook and junior Chris
MacKay had 31, 29 and 27 tackles,
respectively. Sophomore linebacker
Brian Butts had 32 tackles.

“We have a lot of skill positions
returning, like our backfield and
McKeon and Cook,” pointed out
Tranchina. “However, we are losing
our offensive line. It will be the big-
gest area to regroup.”

RUSHING YARDAGE:
NAME NO. YDS AVG.
Jenkins 74  464    6.3
Mroz 87  428    4.9
Daly 67  361    5.4
Reavis 66  322    4.9
Ruiz   4    26    6.5
MacDonald 32    12    0.3
Others   7 -  25
TOTAL 336 1588    4.7
OPPONENTS 408 1895    4.6

PASSING STATISTICS:
NAME Att Com Yds Int Td
MacDonald 103   43 692   6   8
Mercer   10     1   31   1   0
Jenkins    1     0     0   0   0
TEAM 114   44 723   7   8
OPPONENT 135   46 559   9   2

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
MAN WITH MOXIE…Blue Devil
Mike Mroz has been fearless, espe-
cially in punt returns.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Blue Devil Matt Daly

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
BLUE DEVIL HIGH ROLLERS…Sophomores Willy Masket, left, and Matt
Rothstein were the Westfield High School bowling team’s highest rollers last
year and are expected to knock down plenty of pins this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
WELL-TRAINED, HUSTLING DEFENSE…The Blue Devils’ defense stuck to
its defensive strategy and specialized on gang tackling.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-

NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Mark Mintz for a minor subdivi-
sion on the property at 15 Madison Avenue,
New Jersey being Block No. 7 Lots Nos. 4 &
5.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at the
Borough Hall during normal business hours.

Mark Mintz
15 Madison Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T – 12/07/00, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-

NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Chelsea at Fanwood Land, L.L.C.
for a one year extension for the project on the
property at 281 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey being Block No. 66, Lot Nos. 4
and 6.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at the
Fanwood Borough Hall during normal busi-
ness hours.

Brian D. Burns, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant

Burns & Schaffer
17 Hanover Road

Florham Park, New Jersey 07932
1 T – 12/07/00, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-

NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Exxon Corp. to have a car/truck
rental business and signage on the property
at 2 South Avenue, New Jersey being Block
No. 56 Lot No. 1.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at the
Borough Hall during normal business hours.

Gary Strassberg
Exxon Corp.

2 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T – 12/07/00, The Times Fee: $15.81

RECEIVING YARDAGE:
NAME NO YDS AVG
McKeon   9 209 23.2
Reavis   8 137 17.1
Cook   8 106 13.2
Mitchell   7 131 18.7
Mroz   5   54 10.8
Jenkins   4   53 13.3
M. Daly   3   33 11.0
SCORING TD PAT FG PT
Jenkins   6   2 0 38
Mroz   5   0 0 30
M. Daly   4   0 0 24
McKeon   2   0 0 12
Mitchell   2   0 0 12
Reavis   2   0 0 12
Andy Lessner   0 11 0 11
Cook   1   0 0   6
MacDonald   0   3 0   3
INTERCEPTIONS
Mroz (S)   2
McKeon (HB)   2
Cook (HB)   1
Mitchell (HB)   1
M. Daly (ILB)   1
Jenkins (OLB)   1
Reavis (OLB)   1

SCORE BY QUARTERS:
Opponents 25 49 20 54 148
Westfield 39 55 21 33 148

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1223-2000
AWARDED TO: Aculabs, Inc., 99-103

Glendale Avenue, Edison, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide additional labora-

tory services to the residents/patients of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

PERIOD: 1/1/00 - 12/31/00
COST: In an additional amount not to

exceed $3,000 for a total amount not to
exceed $33,000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.95

325 North Avenue East, Westfield
908-232-8977

Jay@BoyleLLC.com

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

Securities are offered through 1717 Capital Management Company
PO Box 15626 Wilmington DE 19850 • Member NASD, SIPC

INSURANCE · INVESTMENTS
ESTATE PLANNING

Thomas J. Decker, Esq

Decker & Magaw

507 Westfield Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-301-9399

Certified by the Supreme Court
of New Jersey

as a civil trial attorney

Personal Injury, Municipal Court
and Real Estate Matters

Call Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne GerrCall Joanne Gerr, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W, M.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W., C.S.W.....
(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130(732)247-5112 or (212)750-8130

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING
SUPPORT GROUPS

For Help Resolving These Issues, ONCE AND FOR ALL,

SUCCESSFUL IN ALL PARTS OF YOUR LIFE,
BUT CAN’T LOSE WEIGHT OR KEEP OFF THE WEIGHT YOU LOSE?

Wish you could stop overeating?
Wish you could feel more confident in your body ?

Joseph P. Calderone, Jr., MD
Takes pleasure in announcing that

William P. Liebesman, MD

OPHTHALMOLOGY

2 SOUTH AVENUE, EAST • CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

(908) 276-3030

has joined him in the practice of

Snoring may be 
a symptom of sleep
apnea, a potentially life-
threatening sleep disorder
linked to high blood pressure,
stroke and heart attack. If you
think you or someone you love may
be at risk, call for an appointment today.

Diagnosis and treatment of 
pediatric sleep disorders also available.

A T L A N T I C  H E A LT H  S Y S T E M

    Morristown Memorial Hospital

S N O R I N G

Call 973-971- 4567 • Sleep Disorder Center
Accredited by American Sleep Disorder Association

ARE YOU
IGNORING A
WARNING
SIGN?



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood Thursday, December 7, 2000 Page 15

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Raider Footballers, Coaches Stressed
Intensity, Hard Work, Team Attitude

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

DEVILS RETURN 16 VARSITY PLAYERS

WHS Soccer Boys Have
High Hopes Next Year

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Dan Doherty

12/16 Hillsborough A 2:00 PM
12/19 Shabazz A 4:00 PM
12/21 Linden A 4:00 PM
12/27 Cindy Pools Tourney H TBA
12/28 Cindy Pools Tourney H TBA
12/30 Cindy Pools Tourney A TBA

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Brian Homm

12/15 Technology A 4:00 PM
12/19 Shabazz H 4:00 PM
12/21 Linden H 4:00 PM
12/22 Watchung Hills H 4:00 PM

Varsity Swimming
Head Coach: Jessica Hulnik

12/12 East Brunswick A 4:00 PM
12/14 Union H 3:00 PM
12/21 Kearny H 3:00 PM

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Jim Mason

12/5 Irvington A 3:30 PM
12/7 Kearny A 3:30 PM
12/12 East Side A 3:30 PM
12/14 Plainfield A 3:30 PM
12/19 Seton Hall A 3:30 PM
12/21 Cranford A 3:30 PM

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: Dave Bello

12/15 Kearny H 7:00 PM
12/20 Roselle Park A 7:00 PM
12/23 E.Side/Shabazz/Plain H 11 AM
12/29 Warren Hills Tourney A TBA

By ADAM TURNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team finished its season with
a 9-9-2 record and failed to qualify
for the state tournament but there is
good reason to have high hopes for
next season. The Blue Devils will
return a solid cast of 16 varsity
players and will also feature players
from the junior varsity squad that
shared the Union County JV cham-
pionship.

The season was characterized by
missed opportunities with the team
out-shooting opponents, 313-150.
The Blue Devils also outscored op-
posing teams 37-23. What seemed to
be the difference maker in the season
was that the Devils could not come
up with the big wins against the
better teams.

“Our schedule includes six teams
who won county or section finals, so
we’re playing the best teams in the
state. We had three losses in over-
time and six by one goal, we couldn’t
take that final step to win,” said Blue
Devil Coach George Kapner.

Before the season started, the team
was already at a loss without their
star sweeper and best ball controller
Conner Mulvee.

“We were at a big loss without
Conner, who is arguably our best
player and our team leader,” said
Kapner.

There was also a lack of experi-
ence as the team brought only six
seniors to the playing field.

Kapner described two games that
could have impacted the entire sea-
son positively if they had gone in the
Blue Devils’ favor. The first was the
Hunterdon Central game in which
Westfield tied the game in the clos-
ing moments but lost in overtime.
The other game was with Kearny

where the Blue Devils controlled the
game by out-shooting the Kardinals
16-8, but lost 2-0.

Next year has all the makings of
what could be a return to the top for
Westfield.

Kapner said, “We have a skilled
group coming back but it’s all about
their commitment level. There will
be a tremendous fight to make var-
sity with all the guys we have return-
ing. We set our goals the same every
year, win the conference, the county,
the section, and then the state.”

interception. Clark chewed up 29
solo and 46 assisted tackles and
snagged two interceptions. Cousar
notched 24 solo and 23 assisted tack-
les and feasted with 2.5 sacks.
Warchol led in sacks with 3.5 and
had 27 solo and 28 assisted tackles.
Shultz snarled with 18 solo and 15
assisted tackles, three sacks, one in-
terception and one fumble recovery.
Green gnawed on 26 solo and 19
assisted tackles.

But remember, the word was team,
and the efforts and coordination of
the entire defense made the season
successful – although not all team
members names will be mentioned.

Junior Steve Williams, who had 21
solo tackles, led the team with five
interceptions. Sophomore Matt
Loomis lurked with 20 solo and 13
assisted tackles and added two sacks,
one fumble recovery and one blocked
extra point. Sophomore Kyle Adams
had 17 solo and 12 assisted tackles
and grabbed three interceptions.

Senior Adam Powers had six solo
and eight assisted tackles and one
fumble recovery. Senior Clifton
Freshwater had 14 solo and eight
assisted tackles, three sacks and one
block. Junior Brad Belford recorded
two sacks, one interception and one
fumble recovery. Junior Josh
Finklestein had nine solo and 11
assisted tackles and one fumble re-
covery, junior Mike Buffardi had one
fumble recovery which resulted in a
touchdown and sophomore Chris
Zidonik had two sacks.

What also came alive, especially
after the Westfield game, was the
Raiders’ offense which amassed
1,863 yards rushing for 20 touch-
downs and 1,389 yards in the air
which added another 16 touchdowns.

Tapping into the rushing flow of
things was halfback Freshwater, who
carried for 1,252 yards on 222 car-
ries for a 5.6 yards per carry average
while scoring 15 TDs and having the
team’s longest run of 79 yards. Fresh-
water also had six receptions for 95
yards and one TD.

Junior quarterback Brian Schiller
shelled his opponents, completing

83 of 161 pass attempts for 1,389
yards and 16 TDs. The longest recep-
tion was to Freshwater for 78 yards.
Adding double trouble, Schiller also
rushed for 289 yards and two TDs.

Primarily used for blocking, full-
back Cousar also inflicted plenty of
offensive damage of his own. Cousar
rumbled 200 yards on 41 carries for
two TDs and had 15 receptions for
258 yards and three TDs. Adams
carried 22 times for 56 yards and
added two TD receptions for 17 yards.

Steve Williams led the Raiders in
receptions with 26 and in receiving
yardage with 372 and crossed the
goal line once. From his tight end
position, Pavoni had 12 receptions
for 242 yards and seven TDs. Wide
receiver Ray Williams had five re-
ceptions for 120 yards and added
five carries for 29 yards. Finklestein
had three receptions for 28 yards
and one TD.

Senior receiver Dave Larkin had
nine receptions for 171 yards.
Larkin’s most shining moments
came in the state sectional game
against West Morris when he made
a remarkable leaping catch for 28
yards then followed with an 18-
yard reception which led to a Fresh-
water TD.

The special teams came through
marvelously. Senior punter Anthony
Blasi punted 30 times for 939 yards,
yielding a 31.3 average. Senior Doug
Gillie split the uprights 29 times in
36 attempts for an 81 percent aver-
age. Adams returned 19 punts for
455 yards and two TDs – one being
for 52 yards. Ray Williams returned
seven kickoffs for 126 yards.

If the intensity holds up and the
word “Team” takes center stage, look
again for the Raiders to have another
fabulous season.

Scotch Plains Men’s 30+
Basketball League Results
The Scotch Plains Men’s 30 &

Over Basketball League had great
match-ups with interesting results in
the fourth week of play.

Swan Motel 83, Sun Tavern 64:
John Krotulis led Swan with 27

points. The constant attack of
Krotulis, Greene and Bernstein kept
Swan Motel in front. Glenn
Goldberger and Scott Sucar each had
10 assists. Ray Yarusi led the defense
along with Mike Shuman’s 18 re-
bounds. Keith Grady of Sun Tavern
had 30 points and 12 boards to keep
the game alive.

Dynasty 74, Pfunk 72:
Pfunk’s 20-0 streak was ended by

“The Dynasty”. Pfunk, who led most
of the game, were led by Mike Sapila
and Alvin Downing. Reggie Peace
and Kevin White kept Pfunk ahead
by 12 early in the second half. Sahold
Golbolt had 15 rebounds and five
blocked shots. Julio Ramos just
missed an NBA distance 3-pointer at
the buzzer.

In overtime, The Dynasty scored
first and held on to a four-point lead
with great defensive play from Hass
Pagg and Buster Gross. Less Jones
also played well for this up and com-
ing powerhouse. Pfunk added two
free throws but came up short.
Blazing Jones 68, Paperchase 43:

Chris Freer led Blazing Jones with
16 points, Gregg Boozer had nine
points and four assists, Chris Aslaian
sank 10 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds and Steve Minot netted three,
three-point bombs. Paperchase was
led by the unselfish play of Frank
Varela and Mickey Doyle. Lou
Mezzina fired in 11 points.

Shootin’ & Lootin’ 75, Family In-
vestors 65:

DeJuan Bennett and Thomas
Drakesford were sensational both
offensively and defensively to lead
Dave Rothenberg’s Looters. Malcom
Boone and Corey Adnerson also
added great efforts. Investors John
Foley and Peter Vali led a late run
along with Jimmy Romano and Chris
Walters but could not put it together
enough to get the win.

David B. Corbin for The Leader  and The Times
Quarterback Brian Schiller

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
ATTACKING “WILD DOGS”… Wesley Warchol, No. 54, and Damon Clark, No.
32, have been a major asset to the rugged Raider defense known as the “Wild Dogs”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader  and The Times
PLAYING WITH A LOT OF YOUTH…Freshman Jeff Nusse, No. 14, is just one
example of the youth on the Westfield High School boys soccer team.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood H.S.
December Sports Schedule

Caravello Selected
North, Section 2

Gymnast of the Year
Westfield High School junior

Lauren Caravello has been selected
as the North Jersey, Section 2 Gym-
nast of the Year by The Star Ledger.
Caravello received All-Section hon-
ors in every event at this year’s
sectional. Her sister Jessica also
received All-Section honors on the
floor exercises and Blue Devil fresh-
man Kristen Valla received All-Sec-
tion honors on the uneven bars.

Lauren Caravello has won the
all-around in the sectional tourna-
ment in all three of her appear-
ances. Each time, she has improved
her total. As a freshman, she won
with a total of 36.2 and as a sopho-
more, she won with a total of 36.7.
This year, she upped her winning
total to 37.5.

Six Local Netters Get
Union County Honors

Three Westfield High School
girls tennis players and three Gov-
ernor Livingston girls received All-
Union County honors by The Star
Ledger. Blue Devils Erin Corbett
and Jen Phillips (first doubles) and
Highlander singles player Jen
Calabrese were selected to the Sec-
ond Team while Blue Devil singles
player Brittany Miller and High-
lander doubles players Katie Freda
and Stephanie Rude were selected
to the Third Team.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

908-322-6405

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
  Repairs • Gutters

C O M P A N Y

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff

MON�FRI 10 TO 6 � THURS 10 TO 8 � SUN 12 TO 5 ��
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Garwood Factory Showroom
518 North Avenue, Garwood

(908) 789-0140 or Toll-free 877-MATT - FAC

Owned & Operated by the Shovlin Family for Over 20 Years

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

Visit Our Website • www.mattressfac.com

Open To The Public

Mattresses & Box Springs
Made on the Premises

109 E. Broad St.�Westfield
(908) 233-5609

The Leader Store

The Leader Store

Prices from $700 to $2000

Light Hiking Thorlos with CoolMax are constructed with lighter
density padding than our KX and TKX. Light Hiking Thorlos with
CoolMax are the perfect choice for wear with lightweight hiking boots,
sandals, and other casual outdoor footwear. The high performance
wicking action of CoolMax and Foot•Health acrylic makes the Light
Hiking Thorlos with CoolMax ideal for warmer environments.

SOCKS & HOSIERY by

Flat knit ventilation
panel enhances
wicking action

Shin/Instep: Light-
density padding
along top of foot
and shin protects
against abrasion

Medium density pad-
ding over toe and un-
der ball and heel pro-
vides extra cushion-
ing and protection

Arch/Instep: Light-
density padding with
Spandex around the
arch and instep pre-
vents bunching

Men’s, Lady’s, Kid’s Models for
Walking – Running – Court – Ski – Hiking

Westfield Gift Coin

Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

$25
The Perfect Gift

Purchase Gift Coins at:
Summit Bank • Scotts Shoes

Lancaster, Ltd. • The Westfield Leader
Backroom Antiques • WACC & DWC – 105 Elm St.

For information call – (908) 233-3021

redeemable at over 75 Westfield Merchants

114 South Euclid Avenue • Westfield, New Jersey
908-654-9776

Sue Mecca, M.A.

A Different Kind of Therapist
For A Different Kind of Kid

Life can be difficult and confusing, don’t let your child’s future
be ruined by their at-risk behavior. My unique style will give
even the toughest kid the will to change.
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SP Soccer Pythons Capture
First at Rahway Tourney

Union County Announces
Winter Golfing Schedule

Schedule adjustments have been made
to the three golf courses operated by
Union County.

Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark will
be closed for the winter season.

“Over the past several years, Union
County has been working to improve the
Ash Brook and Galloping Hill golf
courses,” said Freeholder Chairman Dan
Sullivan. “During that time, closures
occurred at those courses while Oak
Ridge remained open to provide golfing
opportunities to the public. We decided
that this year, it was Oak Ridge’s turn to
rest. The closure will occur from Satur-
day, December 18, to approximately
March 1, 2001.”

This winter, Ash Brook Golf Course
in Scotch Plains and Galloping Hills
Golf Course in Kenilworth and Union
will be operational weather permitting.
Hours will be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All the courses are open for identifi-
cation card purchases and renewals. It is

important for golfers to keep their old
identification cards and bring them to
the course when renewing for 2001. All
renewals or purchases must be done in-
person.

For further information, please con-
tact the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation at (908) 527-4900.

The 7-2-1 Scotch Plains Pythons U9
boys soccer team completed its season
by capturing first place in the 7th Annual
Rahway Thanksgiving Tournament. The
Pythons knocked off four local teams
outscoring the opposition, 16-4.

First, the Pythons defeated the Cran-
ford Titans, 3-2. Donavan Garrett scored
first on an assist from Joey D’Annunzio.
Then John Maxwell scored with a shot
into in the top corner of the net. The
Titans scored early in the second half
then added the second late in the game.
Chris Freeman scored the Pythons’ third
goal midway through the half.

Next, the Pythons blanked the Linden
Stars, 6-0. Steven Bello scored twice and
D’Annunzio, Matthew O’Donnell, Gre-
gory Stein and Louis Mazella had one
goal apiece.

The Pythons downed the Westfield
Eagles, 4-1. Bello scored off a perfect
pass from Alex Kruper. Stephen
Kuchinski, Vangelis Dimopoulos and
Freeman followed with goals.

In a battle of undefeated teams, the
Pythons bagged the Westfield Hawks,
3-1, for the title. Kuchinski scored the
first goal on a crossing pass from Free-
man. The Hawks responded with a score
from a penalty kick, then the Pythons
went ahead to stay as Freeman scored
on an assist by Garrett. Dimopoulos
scored the third goal on an assist from
Louis Mazzella. Goalie Gary
Binkiewicz was excellent as he saved
numerous attacks, including a point-
blank shot. Scott Keogh played a great
defensive game, breaking up Hawks
attacks.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-2963-00

BANKERS TRUST COMPANY OF
CALIFORNIA, N.A., PLAINTIFF vs. AIDA I.
GOMEZ, AND ADRIENNE GOMEZ;
MICHELE MANOR CONDOMINIUM
ASSOC., INC., DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED AUGUST 15, 2000 FOR SALE OF
MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY THE 13TH DAY OF
DECEMBER A.D., 2000 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is NINTY SIX
THOUSAND TWO-HUNDRED SIXTY
TWO & 19/100 ($96,262.19).

Property to be sold is located in the: City of
Elizabeth, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 515 Cherry
Street, Unit 3D, Elizabeth, New Jersey
07208-1890. Tax Lot No. 87 W11C-3D,
Block No. 11.

Dimensions: (approximately) N/A.
Nearest Cross Street: Michele Manor

Condominium.
The Sale will be subject to outstanding

municipal taxes and/or other municipal liens.
Outstanding taxes as of September 30, 2000
are $2,040.00.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED ONE THOUSAND NINE-
HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE & 18/100
($101,989.18) together with lawful interest
and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

SCHWALL & BECKER,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
80 Broadway
PO Box 460
Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642
CH-755559 (WL)
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
& 12/7/00 Fee: $197.88

SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Westfield Strikers U-11 soccer team had a strong
season, finishing with a 6-1-3 record. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Rose
Driscoll, Allie MacDonald, Emma Byer, Christina Cognetti, Catherine Cognetti,
Caroline Hansen, Elizabeth McCarthy and Holly Messina; second row, Corrine
Parkinson, Annie DePalmer, Rachel Iannazzone, Kelly Seeger, Kate Young,
Marlena Sheridan, Marisa Fortino and Melissa Souto; back row, coaches Jack
McCarthy, Peter Byer, Jose Souto and George Hansen.SP-F Soccer Warriors Win

Rahway U11 Tournament
The SP-F Warriors U11 intercity soc-

cer team swept four teams to win the
Rahway Tournament on Thanksgiving
weekend. The Warriors defeated
Ironbound, 4-0, Westfield, 3-1, Aber-
deen, 6-0, and Old Bridge, 2-0.

Against Ironbound, Brian Hessemer
scored the first two goals, the first was a
shot just under the crossbar. Timmy
Leischner, on an assist from Jarek Cohen,
slipped the ball by the keeper for the
final goal.

Michael DeVizio drew first blood
against Westfield and followed with a
second goal. Jeff Stuart pummeled the
goalie from the left side. Bryan Dougher
held the defensive line with big kicks
and Brendan Kirby controlled the right
side.

Against Aberdeen, Daniel LiVolsi,

drove a rebounding shot past the keeper
for the first score. Later, Evan Aspell
netted a 15-yard shot, upping the score to
4-0. Kyle Mihansky rocked two 18-yard
shots that were blocked by the keeper.
Tyler Stanek scored the fifth goal on a
breakaway.

Tommy Sutter fought the midfield
battle against Old Bridge positioning the
Warriors for the late game score and Rob
Cunningham had a beautiful header on a
corner kick to score the final goal in the
last minute. Defender James Dinizo was
tenacious, stopping the Old Bridge of-
fense in their tracks and keeper Bryan
Meredith was tremendous in goal, mak-
ing big diving saves.

It was a great way to finish the fall
season and Coach Tony Perfilio was
very proud of the team.

The Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA
girls “B” swim team took a, 108-99, loss
to host Western Monmouth Y on De-
cember 2 but recorded many best times.

Mary Strodel and Lindsay Hauptman
had best-time in the 9-10 Individual
Medleys, taking second and third while
13-14 Diane Fitzpatrick and 15-18
Catherine Borowksi continued to drop
their times, each taking second in their
respective heats of 200 I.M.

The Piranhas had three sets of second

and third-place finishes in the freestyle:
(9-10) Janene Senofonte and Emily
O’Halloran, (11-12) Christina Colon and
Cecilia Della Peruti, and Amanda Frank
and Jesse Foster for the 13-14s. Kate
Gousman turned in a first-place swim in
the 15-18 100 (1:04.33)

Emma Nagle (8U) glided to a best-
time first place in the 25 breast and M.
Strodel followed with a win in the 9-10
50. In backstroke, Kim Wenson won the
(8U) 25, while C. Della Peruti (11-12)
and Allyson Salibury (13-14) dropped
time in their events to take second in
their respective age groups. K. Gousman
(15-18) posted another victory and
Sabrina Ramesar took third.

E. Nagle flew to another first in the 25
butterfly, J. Senofonte took second for
the 9-10s with a best-time 50, and so did
Judy Wicker-Briscoe (15-18) in the 100
fly. The 15-18 relay squad of Borowski,
Lynch, Son and Gousman clinched first
in a down-to-the-wire race to close the
meet.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

MEMORIAL PARK REDEVELOPMENT

I. BACKGROUND:
The Town of Westfield requires profes-

sional engineering and architectural ser-
vices for site redevelopment at Memorial
Park. Memorial Park is a 19-acre park facil-
ity that currently features four softball/soc-
cer playing fields, six tennis courts, two
basketball courts, children’s playground
equipment, and two handball courts. Within
the confines of Memorial Park is housed the
Westfield Memorial Pool Complex, which is
a separate utility operated independently
from the park. The two entities share com-
mon access ways and parking areas. Due to
deteriorating conditions of the playing fields
and other amenities within the park, the
Town has endorsed redevelopment of the
facility.

The Town has completed both a feasibility
study and concept design that includes, but
is not limited to, the following:

• Complete redevelopment (and possible
expansion) of the playing field area including
grading, drainage, irrigation, sod and instal-
lation of new backstops, benches, etc.

• Conversion of handball courts to basket-
ball court

• Renovating and updating playground
area

• Redesign and expansion of parking area
• Creation of a restroom/storage building
• Creation of multi-purpose path
• Misc. site improvements (i.e. landscap-

ing, benches, etc.)

The total project cost is estimated at one
million eight hundred thirty seven thousand
dollars ($1,837,000).

It is the Town’s goal to complete produc-
tion of construction documents, bidding and
award of construction services in advance
of June 30, 2001. This will permit Memorial
Park to stay in operation through Labor Day
2001 and also permit the successful con-
tractor to be in a position to commence
construction immediately thereafter. It is the
Town’s goal that the construction be suffi-
ciently advanced to allow for the playing
fields to be reopened for use by September
2002.

Copies of the concept design can be
obtained by calling (908) 789-4080.

II. SCOPE:
Phase I - Detailed Plans and Specifica-

tions - up to and including design docu-
ments, assistance with the bid process, and
award of construction contract.

Phase II - Construction Administration
Phase III - Resident Observation Ser-

vices - the Town may have interest in such
services or other appropriate construction
phase services.

The Town may award a contract for any
one or all of the above phases of work.
Proposals should address all project phases.

III. REQUIRED INFORMATION:
The response to this request shall include

the following, at a minimum:
1. Firm name, mailing address, e-

mail address, telephone and fax num-
bers.

2. The type of services for which the
firm is qualified.

3. Name of the principles of the firm.
4. Name of key personnel who will

supervise this project, their experience
with comparable work and their length of
time in this specific field.

5. Name of proposed staff who will
perform this work, their experience with
comparable work and their length of
time in this specific field.

6. Examples of similar work in this
field on which the firm was principle and/
or consultant and the name and current
phone number of a reference familiar
with the work of the consultant.

7. Current projects underway, esti-
mated costs of each and the name and
current phone number of a reference
familiar with the work of the consultant.

8. The above information should be
furnished for each of the consultants or
specialists that you intend to use.

9. Additional information you feel
should be considered on our selection
process and which also shows your
firm’s ability to perform the work.

10. Anticipated range of fees for each
project phase shown above.

11. Twenty (20) copies of the pro-
posal (no faxes).

12. Projected project schedule, which
conforms to the Town’s timetable goals
included in Section I. BACKGROUND.

Proposals shall be submitted by Janu-
ary 10, 2001  to the following address:

Town of Westfield
Recreation Director

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 789-4080
IV. SELECTION CRITERIA:
The selection criteria to be used shall

include:
a. Qualification of the individuals who

will perform the tasks and the estimated
amounts of their respective participa-
tion.

b. Experience and references.
c. Ability to perform the task in a

timely fashion, including staffing and
familiarity with subject matter.

d. Past performance with the Town.
e. Cost competitiveness,
f. Any other items that the municipal-

ity deems necessary for evaluation of
proposals and the award of a contract.

The Town’s selection of a proposer shall
not result in a proposal-based contract, but
would enable the negotiation of a contract
between the Town and proposer.

Issuance of this RFP does not commit the
Town of Westfield to award a contract, to
pay any costs incurred in preparation of a
response to this request, or to procure or
contract any services or supplies. The Town
reserves the right to reject any and all pro-
posals, and to resolicit.

As an equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer, the Town prohibits discrimination
on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, age,
religion, sexual orientation, marital status,
disability or national origin. Minority and
women’s business enterprises will be af-
forded full consideration, and are encour-
aged to respond.
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $123.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL POOL
RENOVATIONS

I. BACKGROUND:
The Town of Westfield requires profes-

sional engineering and architectural ser-
vices for renovations at the Westfield Me-
morial Pool Complex. Located within the
confines of Westfield’s Memorial Park, the
Westfield Memorial Pool is a 30-year-old
Town utility with a membership of 9,000
persons. The complex currently features
four pools (main pool, diving tank, kiddie &
wading pools), large wood pavilion that
houses the bathhouses, concession, filter,
first aid and staff rooms, a picnic area,
children’s playground equipment, sand vol-
leyball court and sunning lawns. The facility
shares a common parking area with Memo-
rial Park. Due to deteriorating conditions
within the existing diving tank, along with
keeping pace with industry trends, the Town
has endorsed renovations to the facility.

The Town has completed both a feasibility
study and concept design that includes, but
is not limited to, the following:

• The demolition of the existing diving tank
• The installation of two (2) water slides w/

landing pool
• Construction of a competition pool
• Construction of a new “scaled down”

diving tank
• Filtration system upgrade (if necessary)
• Related grading, retaining/seat walls,

decking and other site work

The total project cost is estimated at one
million two hundred thousand dollars
($1,200,000).

It is the Town’s goal to complete the
production of construction documents, bid-
ding and award of construction services in
advance of June 30, 2001. This will permit
the Memorial Pool Complex to remain open
through Labor Day 2001 and also permit the
successful contractor to be in a position to
commence construction immediately there-
after. It is the Town’s goal that the renova-
tions be sufficiently advanced, if not com-
pleted, to allow for the Memorial Pool Com-
plex to reopen by June 1, 2002.

Copies of the concept design can be
obtained by calling (908) 789-4080.

II. SCOPE:
Phase I - Detailed Plans and Specifica-

tions - up to and including design docu-
ments, assistance with the bid process, and
award of construction contract.

Phase II - Construction Administration
Phase III - Resident Observation Ser-

vices - the Town may have interest in such
services or other appropriate construction
phase services.

The Town may award a contract for any
one or all of the above phases of work.
Proposals should address all project phases.

III. REQUIRED INFORMATION:
The response to this request shall include

the following, at a minimum:
1. Firm name, mailing address, e-

mail address, telephone and fax num-
bers.

2. The type of services for which the
firm is qualified.

3. Name of the principles of the firm.
4. Name of key personnel who will

supervise this project, their experience
with comparable work and their length of
time in this specific field.

5. Name of proposed staff who will
perform this work, their experience with
comparable work and their length of
time in this specific field.

6. Examples of similar work in this
field on which the firm was principle and/
or consultant and the name and current
phone number of a reference familiar
with the work of the consultant.

7. Current projects underway, esti-
mated costs of each and the name and
current phone number of a reference
familiar with the work of the consultant.

8. The above information should be
furnished for each of the consultants or
specialists that you intend to use.

9. Additional information you feel
should be considered on our selection
process and which also shows your
firm’s ability to perform the work.

10. Anticipated range of fees for each
project phase shown above.

11. Twenty (20) copies of the pro-
posal (no faxes).

12. Projected project schedule, which
conforms to the Town’s timetable goals
included in Section I. BACKGROUND.

Proposals shall be submitted by Janu-
ary 10, 2001  to the following address:

Town of Westfield
Recreation Director

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 789-4080
IV. SELECTION CRITERIA:
The selection criteria to be used shall

include:
a. Qualification of the individuals who

will perform the tasks and the estimated
amounts of their respective participa-
tion.

b. Experience and references.
c. Ability to perform the task in a

timely fashion, including staffing and
familiarity with subject matter.

d. Past performance with the Town.
e. Cost competitiveness.
f. Any other items that the municipal-

ity deems necessary for evaluation of
proposals and the award of a contract.

The Town’s selection of a proposer shall
not result in a proposal-based contract, but
would enable the negotiation of a contract
between the Town and proposer.

Issuance of this RFP does not commit the
Town of Westfield to award a contract, to
pay any costs incurred in preparation of a
response to this request, or to procure or
contract any services or supplies. The Town
reserves the right to reject any and all pro-
posals, and to resolicit.

As an equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer, the Town prohibits discrimination
on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, age,
religion, sexual orientation, marital status,
disability or national origin. Minority and
women’s business enterprises will be af-
forded full consideration, and are encour-
aged to respond.
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $122.40

Redbank Y Douses
FSPY Piranha Boys

There were plenty of fast swims in
FSPY’s loss to the Redbank Y on De-
cember 2, just not too many first-place
touches. Double winners were 8-and-
under Michael Henkels, in the 25 free
and fly; Daniel Livolsi in the 9-10 100
I.M. (1:14.05) and in the 50 fly (33.91);
Eric Swenson in the 13-14 200 I.M.
(2:06.28) and 100 breast (1:02.95); and
Brian Gartner in the 100 back (57.89)
and 100 fly (57.47).

Piranhas Jonathan Feeley and Stevie
Swenson each contributed a win, in the
9-10 50 free (32.69) and 15-18 200 breast
(2:34.01) respectively. All six swimmers
in the 9-10 freestyle finished within a
second of each other and Andrew Smith
took third with his best time. In the 11-
12 50 free, James Livolsi and Chris
Thomson each had their best times, the
former placing third. Alex Wexler, Xin
Cao, Jon Kosenick, Colin Smith and
Patrick Dauria all had improved times in
the breaststroke, while J. Livolsi and
Stephan Moonesar both had best times
in the 50 back. In butterfly, Emmett
Marsili had his fastest 50. For the 15-
18s, Frank Eaton had a fine 100 to clinch
a second in a tight heat.

RAHWAY TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The SP-F U11 Warriors boys soccer
team captured the title at the Rahway Soccer Tournament.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that on December
18, 2000 at 8:00 P.M. in the Borough Hall of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey the Fanwood
Planning/ Land Use Board will hold a public
hearing to consider the application of Com-
merce Bank, N.A. to erect a bank on the
property at 580 and 590 North Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey also known as Block
No. 68 Lots Nos. 34 & 35 on the Fanwood
Tax Map.

Please take notice that the application is
for preliminary and final major site plan as
well as bulk and use variances for approval
from Chapters 74, 80 and 93 of the Fanwood
Borough Code listed as follows and such
other relief that the Board may deem appro-
priate.
74-5 Site plan approval
80-6 Minor & Final subdivision
1. 93-16(E)(4) - Deficiency: 15 parking

spaces
Permitted: 37 parking spaces mini-
mum
Proposed: 22 parking spaces

2. 93-15(K)(4) - Nature of relief: 57.5
square feet in excess of total permitted
signage
Permitted: Total facade and free stand-
ing signs shall not exceed 30 square
feet.
Proposed: (1) building mounted sign
39.5 square feet. (1) freestanding sign
48 square feet.

3. 93-15(K)(4) - Nature of relief: 32 square
feet in excess of signage; 8 feet in
excess of height permitted.
Permitted: Freestanding sign no larger
than 16 square feet; maximum height
of 8 feet; no dimension shall exceed 4
feet
Proposed: One pylon sign 48 square
feet and 16 feet high

4. 93-15D(7)(p) (use variance)  - Nature
of relief: internal illumination
Permitted: Not permitted
Proposed: (1) wall mounted internally
illuminated sign, (1) freestanding in-
ternally illuminated sign, (5) Enter/Exit
internally illuminated signs

5. 93-16C(2) - Nature of relief: driveway
width
Permitted: 20 feet maximum
Proposed: (1) at 30 feet; (1) at 25 feet;
(1) at 25 feet ±

Said site plan approval shall also seek the
use of new parking spaces to be constructed
on Lot No. 33 in Block No. 68 (Quick Chek
parcel) by way of joint access as detailed on
the site plan submitted with this application.

The Applicant shall also seek minor sub-
division approval (lot line adjustment) for a
portion of Lot No. 1 in Block No. 61 (a/k/a Lot
No. 3 in Block No. 62) to be consolidated
with existing Lots Nos. 34 and 35 in Block
No. 68.

Please take further notice that approval is
also sought for such additional design waiv-
ers and variances from the requirements of
the Borough of Fanwood Land Develop-
ment Ordinances as may be necessary or
required at the time of the hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal
business hours from the Secretary of the
Board at the Administration Offices of the
Borough of Fanwood at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Commerce Bank, N.A.
17000 Horizon Way, Suite 200

Mount Laurel, New Jersey 08054
c/o:

DiFrancesco, Kunzman, Coley,
Yospin, Bernstein & Bateman

Jeffrey B. Lehrer,
Attorney for the Applicant

1 T – 12/07/00, The Times Fee: $75.99

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town of
Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 27th day of December,
2000 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, at two o’clock in the afternoon, the following described lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against that
same on the 27th day of December, 2000 together with interest and cost of sale, exclusive
however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2000.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject to
redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent (18)
per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before conclusion
of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum and
the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due an the
property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified check or
cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A.
58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et seq.) and the
Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may be
in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate, including
the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due thereon
respectively on the 27th day of December, 2000, exclusive of the lien for the year 2000 are
as listed below:

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 27, 2000

1 819  Standish Ave. COSTINE, William & Barbara 509/16 $10,864.35
2 760 Propsect Sreet RAPUANO, Samuel & Jo Ann 603/43 11,074.95
3 762 Clark Street Linnea Corp. 709/6 2,801.53
4 605 Short Hills Court DRISCOLL, Jr., Myles F. & Margaret 801/30 3,200.69
5 723 Glen Avenue KLEIN, Theodore E. & Judith 803/21 8,583.64
6 1 Bradson Court 725 East Broad Street Corp. 2211/10.04 5,788.85
7 445 Downer Street JOHNSON, Vanessa 2512/2 1,763.06
8 428 Palsted Avenue BUDD, Donald M. 2607/27 2,879.07
9 529 Downer Street BARBATO, Luigi & Maria 2708/15 2,190.67
10** 646 Downer Street BARNES, Minnie L. 2710/21 5,159.04
11** 614 Stirling Place HARRIAT, Sammy 4001/9 6,021.25
12
13 128 Marlboro Street SWEARER, Robert & Patricia M. 5010/9 5,643.78
14 10 Village Circle SHANANHAN, Kevin 5202/18 3,111.74
15 2 North Wickom Dr. O’NEILL, John & Linda 5203/8 1,684.53
16** 13 Moss Ave. MALINOWSKI, Matthew J.

                                  & Barbara 5510/4 7,475.84
17 113 Connecticut St. VENEZIO, Albert 5714/6 4,689.87

** EXISTING PRIOR LIEN
Susan Noon

Collector of Taxes
Westfield,  New Jersey

4 T — 11/30, 12/07, 12/14 & 12/21/00, The Leader Fee: $383.52

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1222-2000
AWARDED TO: Associate Attending

Psychiatrists:
Joselito Domingo, M.D.
108 Alden Street
Cranford, New Jersey

Marie Rabanal, M.D.
1 Carolina Avenue
West Orange, New Jersey

Nirmal Sathaye, M.D.
31 Fairfax Drive
Berkeley Heights, New Jersey
SERVICES: To continue to provide pro-

fessional services to the patients/residents
of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

PERIOD: 1/1/01 - 1/31/02
COST: $23,400

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1225-2000
AWARDED TO: Plainfield Consultation

Center, 32 Johnston Drive, Watchung, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide psychological
evaluations for Correctional Officers.

PERIOD: for the contract period of 3/1/00
- 12/31/00

COST: Not to exceed $4,400.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF
ANNUAL REPORT OF META C.
MERGOTT FOUNDATION INC.

To Whom It May Concern:
TAKE NOTICE  that the annual report of

META C. MERGOTT FOUNDATION INC.,
for the year ending July 31, 2000 required by
Section 6055 of the Internal Revenue Code,
is available for inspection at the principal
office of:

META C. MERGOTT FOUNDATION INC.
210 Orchard Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

during the regular business hours by any
citizen who requests it within 180 days after
the publication of the notice of its availability.
Request to inspect the said Annual Report
should be made to the undersigned Princi-
pal Manager of

META C. MERGOTT FOUNDATION INC.
210 Orchard Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

as its principal office as above stated.
Dated: December 07, 2000

G. Nelson Mergott, Jr.
Principal Manager of Meta C. Mergott

Foundation Inc.
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing granted
approval to Mr. and Mrs. David Bell to con-
struct an addition on the property at 188
Farley Avenue, New Jersey being Block No.
27, Lot No. 65.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at the
Borough Hall during normal business hours.

MR. & Mrs. David Bell
188 Farley Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey  07023
1 T – 12/07/00, The Times Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1258-2000
(Amending Resolution No. 909-2000)
AWARDED TO: Killian & Salisbury, PC,

77 Brant Avenue, P.O. Box 917, Clark, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide Special Legal
Counsel regarding environmental insurance
coverage.

COST: In an additional amount of $40,000
for a new total contract amount of $115,000

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Western Monmouth Y Sinks
FSPY ‘B’ Swimming Girls
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5932-98

CROSSLAND MORTGAGE CORPO-
RATION, PLAINTIFF vs. MYRENDIA
CARTER, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED JANUARY 24, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, THE 13TH DAY OF
DECEMBER A.D., 2000 at two o’clock in
the afternoon of said day. All successful
bidders must have 20% of their bid available
in cash or certified check at the conclusion
of the sales.

The judgment amount is SEVENTY ONE
THOUSAND SIXTY FOUR & 01/100
($71,064.01).

The property to be sold is located in the
Township of Elizabeth, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

It is commonly known as 1009 Bond Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

It is known and designated as Block No. 8,
Lot No. 353.

The dimensions are 37.50 feet wide,
115.00 feet long.

Nearest cross street: Situate on the north-
easterly line of Bond Street, 100.00 feet
from the northwesterly line of Spring Street.

Prior lien(s): None.
There is due approximately the sum of

EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHTY ONE
& 96/100 ($85,081.96) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

STERN LAVINTHAL, FRANKENBERG,
NORGAARD & KAPNICK, LL
Suite 300
293 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston, New Jersey 07039-1711
CH-754384 (WL)
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30
&  12/7/00Fee: $185.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1237-2000
AWARDED TO: Video Corp., of America,

7 Veronica Avenue, P.O. Box 5480,
Somerset, New Jersey.

SERVICES: For the purpose of repairing,
furnishing replacement parts and upgrading
the Creston remote, rack and video system.

COST: Not to exceed $36,733.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1226-2000
AWARDED TO: Sheriff Sales Software

and Services Inc., 140 Littleton Road, Suite
108, Parsippany, New Jersey.

SERVICES: For leasing Sheriff Civil Pro-
cess software for one year for the
customization of letters and reports, instal-
lation, training, maintenance and off site
support for the Sheriff’s Office.

COST: Not to exceed $35,000.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-193119-99

HARRIS TRUST AND SAVINGS BANK,
AS TRUSTEE, PLAINTIFF vs. CLEOPHUS
M. THOMPSON; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF CLEOPHUS M. THOMPSON, DEFEN-
DANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 12, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, THE 3RD DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
TWENTY THREE THOUSAND ONE-
HUNDRED SEVEN & 43/100
($123,107.43).

The property to be sold is located in the
municipality of ELIZABETH in the County of
UNION and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 528 JACKSON
AVENUE, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY.

Tax LOT NO. 838, BLOCK NO. 8.
Dimensions of Lot: (approximately) 33

feet wide by 123 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situate on the

Westerly side of Meadow Street 157.88 feet
from the Southerly side of Julia Street.

There is due approximately the sum of
ONE-HUNDRED THIRTY ONE THOU-
SAND FIVE-HUNDRED FIFTY TWO & 92/
100 ($131,552.92) together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

CASALE, ALLOCCA & PELLEGRINO,
L.L.C.
4 Century Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
CH-755567 (WL)
4 T - 12/7, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/00 Fee: $187.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
SHERIFF’S SALE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY,
CHANCERY DIVISION, UNION COUNTY,
DOCKET NO. F-5533-99

SOURCE ONE MORTGAGE SER-
VICES CORPORATION, PLAINTIFF vs.
LIDIA RODRIGUEZ, ET AL, DEFENDANT.

CIVIL ACTION, WRIT OF EXECUTION,
DATED SEPTEMBER 18, 2000 FOR SALE
OF MORTGAGED PREMISES.

By virtue of the above-stated writ of execu-
tion to me directed I shall expose for sale by
public vendue, at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, THE 3RD DAY OF
JANUARY A.D., 2001 at two o’clock in the
afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in
cash or certified check at the conclusion of
the sales.

The judgment amount is ONE-HUNDRED
EIGHTY TWO THOUSAND ONE-HUN-
DRED THIRTY EIGHT & 41/100
($182,138.41).

MUNICIPALITY:  Elizabeth.
STREET ADDRESS:  410 Elmora Av-

enue.
TAX LOT NO.:  567.
TAX BLOCK NO.:  10.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS:  50.02

feet by 130.97 feet by 50 feet by 129.42 feet.
NEAREST CROSS STREET:  Cleveland

Avenue.
There is due approximately the sum of

ONE-HUNDRED NINTY SEVEN THOU-
SAND THREE-HUNDRED THIRTY FOUR
& 09/100 ($197,334.09) together with lawful
interest and costs.

There is a full legal description on file in
the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn
this sale.

RALPH FROEHLICH
SHERIFF

PLUESE, ETTIN, BECKER &
SALTZMAN
A DIVISION OF KATZ, ETTIN & LEVINE
905 North Kings Highway
Cherry Hill, New Jersey, 08034
CH-755577 (WL)
4 T - 12/7, 12/14, 12/21
& 12/28/00 Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1233-2000
AWARDED TO: Matrix Environmental and

Geotechnical Services, 215 Ridgedale Av-
enue, Florham Park, New Jersey.

SERVICES: To prepare an environmen-
tal report/study in the pending litigation en-
titled: County of Union v. Aetna, et al.

COST: Not to exceed $50,000.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS OF CLARK, FANWOOD,
ROSELLE, SCOTCH PLAINS, SPRINGFIELD and WESTFIELD IN UNION COUNTY

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 19:12-9, YOU ARE HEREBY ADVISED OF THE
FOLLOWING PROCEDURE TO BE USED IN THE SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
ELECTION ON DECEMBER 12TH, 2000.

(1) any person attempting to vote may be challenged by the duly authorized challenger a
public question, or by a member of the district board of elections, because the challenger or
board member has good cause to believe that the voter is not entitled to vote;

(2) members of the district board and all duly authorized challengers are prohibited from
challenging, delaying or preventing the right to vote of any person because of that person’s
race, color, national origin, expected manner of casting a vote or residence in a particular
ward, housing complex or section of a municipality or county;

(3) a person who is challenged may seek to establish his or her right to vote by swearing
out and signing an affidavit attesting to the voter’s qualifications and/or providing a suitable
identifying document for inspection which may be — but is not limited to — the following: a
valid New Jersey Driver’s License, a sample ballot with the voter’s name and address, an
official Federal. State, County or Municipal document, a utility or telephone bill or tax or rent
receipt dated — or a piece of mail postmarked on or after the 60th day before the election;
a copy of the affidavit shall be given to the challenged voter; the district board shall determine
the validity of the challenge by voting on it pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:15-24;

(4) any person who is challenged by a duly authorized challenger or by a member of the
district board of elections may seek to establish his or her right to vote by swearing out and
signing the affidavit and/or providing the proof described in Paragraph (3) above; the district
board shall determine the validity of the challenge by voting on it pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:15-
24;

(5) any challenger who succeeds in denying a voter the right to vote must sign an affidavit
stating the reason why the voter is not entitled to vote and must furnish a copy of the affidavit
to the challenged voter; the district board may, in its discretion, require that the challenger
affidavit be signed when the challenge is made;

(6) any person who is denied the right to vote by reason of a successful challenge made
at the polls may seek permission to vote by going before a Superior Court Judge at UNION
COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS. to seek a court order allowing that person to vote; the
applicant should take copies of any affidavits given to him or to her at the polls and any proof
submitted at the polls in support of that person’s right to vote;

(7) forms to register complaints about the conduct of an election shall be available at each
polling place in the county.

Further information can be obtained from the Union County Board of Elections at (908)
527-4121

JUNE S. FISCHER, CHAIRPERSON
JOHN DeSIMONE, SECRETARY &

COMMISSIONER
TERESA M. HALE, MEMBER

MARY ELLEN HARRIS, MEMBER
2 T – 11/30, & 12/07/00 The Leader Fee: $157.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1259-2000
AWARDED TO: Partners Healthcare, 70

Jackson Drive, Cranford, New Jersey.
SERVICES: To provide enteral nutrition

and urological/ostomy services for the resi-
dents/patients at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital.

PERIOD: 12/1/00 - 11/30/01
COST: $40,700

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1260-2000
AWARDED TO: Anthony N. Palumbo

Esq., of Palumbo & Renaud, 190 North
Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey.

SERVICES: As legal counsel to repre-
sent Corrections Officer Kenneth Burket in
a pending legal matter entitled Ali v. Burket.

COST: Not to exceed $1,500.
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1261-2000
AWARDED TO: The Louis Berger Group

Inc., 100 Halsted Street, East Orange, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: Consultants of the Union
County South Avenue/Route 28 Corridor
Management Plan Study.

COST: Not to exceed $134,400
M. Elizabeth Genievich

Clerk of the Board
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1257-2000
(Amending Resolution No. 250-2000)
AWARDED TO: Garrubbo, Romankow &

Rinaldo, 53 Cardinal Drive, Westfield, New
Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide Special Legal
Counsel in the matter entitled Union County
v. State of New Jersey.

COST: In an additional amount of $30,000
for a new total contract amount of $70,000.

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: November 30, 2000
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has awarded a contract without competitive
bidding as a professional service or extraor-
dinary, unspecifiable service pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). This contract and
the resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board.

RESOLUTION NO.: 1256-2000
AWARDED TO: Comprehensive Psycho-

logical Services, P.A., 682 Avenue C,
Bayonne, New Jersey.

SERVICES: To provide psychological
evaluations for Union County Police Offic-
ers.

PERIOD: 12/1/00 - 12/31/01
COST: $7,250

M. Elizabeth Genievich
Clerk of the Board

1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordi-
nance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading
by the Council of the Town of Westfield at a
meeting held December 5, 2000, and that
the said Council will further consider the
same for final passage on the 19th day of
December, 2000, at 8:00 p.m., in the Coun-
cil Chamber, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
which time and place any person who may
be interested therein will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard concerning said ordi-
nance.

Bernard A. Heeney
Town Clerk

TRANSPORTATION, PARKING AND
TRAFFIC COMMITTEE

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,

CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield in the County of Union
as follows:

SECTION I. That Section 13-22, “Times
When Regulations applicable,” shall be
amended to read in its entirety as follows:

“The limitations prescribed in this Ar-
ticle shall apply to the following periods
of time, except where otherwise ex-
pressly provided:
(a) On Mondays through Saturdays
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
8:00 p.m.”

SECTION II. That Section 13-38, Fees,
shall be amended to read in its entirety as
follows:

“Parking fees for the one hour and two
hour parking meters located on streets
in the Town of Westfield shall be $.50
per hour. Parking fees for parking
meters allowing parking for more than
two hours shall be $.25 per hour.”

SECTION IV. If any section, subsection,
clause or phrase of this Ordinance is, for
any reason, held to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such decision shall not affect the
remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION V. This ordinance shall take
effect immediately upon final passage, ap-
proval and publication as required by law.

INTRODUCED the 5th day of December,
2000.
1 T – 12/07/00, The Leader Fee: $50.49

Fanwood Nature Center Aided
By Brownie Troop No. 694

SCOTCH PLAINS — On Satur-
day, November 18, Brownie Scout
Troop No 694 and members of their
families placed wood chips on ap-
proximately 300 linear feet of trails
in the Fanwood Nature Center. The
troop is affiliated with Coles El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains.
The troop leader is Phyllis Sandrock,
who also serves on the Fanwood
Environmental Commission.

Ms. Sandrock arranged the work
through Nature Center Caretaker
Dean Talcott. The wood chips were
supplied by Public Works Director
Ray Manfra.

The trail workers were: Rich Barny,
Mackenzie Sizemore, Tyler Andrews’
Dina Barny, Susan Iliff, Melissa
Andrews, Leah Barny, Lila

Redmount, Kendra Andrews, Den-
nis Sandrock, Andrea Redmount,
Paula Berrios, Perry Sandrock,
Melanie Crim, Jose Berrios, Phyllis
Sandrock, Ashley Crim, Sami
Berrios, Glen Nier, Danielle Crim,
Joselyn Berrios, Cheryl Nier an
Katarina Nier.

Please visit the Fanwood Nature
Center. Bird seed will be placed at
the observation area until next spring.
To get to the Center, take Terrill
Road south one block past LaGrande
Avenue, make a left onto Cray Ter-
race and park at the overhead power
lines. Walk up the gravel driveway
on the left side. After 150 feet, you
will see the entrance which has a
“Welcome to the Fanwood Nature
Center” sign.

Recycling Association Reveals
New Groups, Holiday Schedule
FANWOOD – The Fanwood-

Scotch Plains Recycling Association,
a non-profit volunteer organization,
has announced that two new groups
recently joined the Association, both
of which will provide volunteers to
help operate the Fanwood Recycling
Center on specified Saturdays.

The newcomers are the Westfield
High School Marching Band and the
Obsidian Civic Club. Like other
members of the Association, the two
groups will earn money each Satur-
day that they work at the Recycling
Center to help offset their expenses
and/or for charitable donations.

The Association currently includes
organizations from Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Westfield and Union.

The Recycling Center, located on
North Avenue in Fanwood, will be
closed on Saturday, December 23,
for the holiday weekend. It will be
open on Wednesdays, December 20
and 27, and January 3.

The center will operate on a nor-
mal basis on Saturdays, December
30 and January 6. According to the
Association, unusually high activity
on all of these days may cause slight
delays; however, every effort will be
made to expedite the process.

Individuals who use the center are
advised that seasonal decorative
wrapping papers are recyclable and
should be put with mixed paper.
Metallic or foil type wrappings are
not acceptable. Cardboard and cor-
rugated boxes are accepted and
should be placed in the corrugated
bins together with old books, both
hard and soft cover.

Other materials accepted at the
Recycling Center include aluminum
cans, dishes and pans; bi-metal “tin”
cans, glass bottles and jars (rinsed
and sorted by color); old newspapers
(bundled and tied), and old plastic
bottles and jars (types 1 and 2, with
caps removed).

Used clothing, blankets, sheets,
shoes and other such items are also
recyclable and accepted. Other recy-
clable items include miscellaneous

metal items; aluminum items such as
storm windows and doors (without
glass), gutters and downspouts; used
motor oil; household batteries and
car batteries.

Residents of neighboring commu-
nities are invited to use the Recycling
Center, which is open on Wednesdays
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesdays are “do-it-yourself” days,
with limited assistance.

The Recycling Association recently
made a $1,200 donation to the
Fanwood Department of Public Works
(DPW) in appreciation for and recog-
nition of the help the DPW has pro-
vided for many years. The funds will
be used for purchase of a long-needed
underground root cutter.

Tours of the center may be ar-
ranged for organized groups such as
school classes. For more informa-
tion about the Recycling Center or
tours, please call Bob Sommerich at
(908) 889-1891 or Alan Ebersole at
(908) 889-8347.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a va-
riety of videos for children, based on
picture books, between 7 and 8 p.m.
on Monday, December 11.

The program is suitable for chil-
dren, as well as adults, of all ages. No
registration is required.

Youngsters in kindergarten through
third grade are invited to attend the
library’s last ASAP story program of
the year on Thursday, December 14,
from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m.

Participating children will cel-
ebrate the December holidays with
stories, crafts, refreshments and a
movie. No pre-registration is re-
quired, but the program is limited to
25 children, so interested individu-
als are encouraged to come early.
Attendees may sign in at the
Children’s Desk on the afternoon of
the program.

Youngsters attending the program
must be in the appropriate grade and
have a valid Westfield Library card.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. For more information,

please call the Children’s Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4090.

‘Hint of the Holidays’
On Tap This Weekend
MOUNTAINSIDE — “A Hint of

the Holidays” Boutique will take
place at the Hetfield House, located
next to the Mountainside Library at
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside,
tomorrow through Sunday, Decem-
ber 8 through 10.

The hours will be 5 to 9 p.m.
tomorrow; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday and noon to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
There is no admission fee.

Featured will be clothing for chil-
dren and dolls, such as the American
Girl, Bitty Baby, Magic Attic and
My Twinn dolls, along with
WEARWITHALLS, which are hand-
made soft home furnishings and ac-
cessories, plus an assortment of holi-
day and gift items.

For further information, please call
Maryanne Donaghy at (908) 654-
5420.

Final Flu Inoculation Program
Slated for Dec. 18 in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Regional Health Department will
conduct a final Flu Inoculation Pro-
gram on Monday, December 18, from
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Court Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The program is recommended for
the following individuals:

• All persons (children and adults)
who are at increased risk of infec-
tions of the lower respiratory tract
due to pre-existing conditions, such
as: acquired or congenital heart dis-
ease; any chronic disorder or condi-
tion affecting respiratory function;
chronic kidney disease; diabetes;

chronic anemia; conditions or therapy
that would lower an individual’s re-
sistance to infections.

• Senior citizens, particularly
those age 55 and older, who are at
increased risk for medical problems
as a result of flu infection.

This program is open exclusively
to residents of Westfield,
Mountainside, Fanwood, Garwood,
Springfield and Roselle Park. Regis-
tration will be conducted on site, on
a first come, first served basis. All
individuals participating in the pro-
gram, who are Medicare or Medic-
aid eligible, must present their cards
at the time of registration.

Genealogical Society to Hear
Talk on Underground Railroad
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields will offer
a program on “The Underground
Railroad in New Jersey” on Thurs-
day, December 14, at 1 p.m. in the
Meeting Room of the Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

The program will be presented by
Giles R. Wright, Director of the Afro-
American History Program at the
New Jersey Historical Commission
in Trenton.

Mr. Wright has served as a con-
sultant or adviser to various histori-
cal projects both in America and
Africa, and has taught and written
extensively on Afro-American his-
tory.

He will focus on the operations of
the Underground Railroad, with par-
ticular emphasis on New Jersey. Mr.
Wright’s program will identify its
significance, leading figures and the
communities involved.

A question-and-answer period will

follow and light refreshments will be
served. The meeting is free and open
to the public.

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap for Dec. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold its
monthly Hypertension (high blood
pressure) Screening Clinic on Mon-
day, December 11, from 10 a.m. to
noon in the Scotch Plains Public
Library Community Room. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

The purpose of the free clinic is to
identify new cases of high blood
pressure. Individuals over age 30
who smoke or are overweight, or
who have a family history of heart
disease or diabetes and who have not
had their blood pressure checked re-
cently are urged to attend.

Library Patrons May
Renew Items by Phone
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library has announced that
materials from the library, including
books, books-on-tape, books-on-cd
and musical tapes or compact disks,
may be renewed over the telephone.

Materials eligible for renewal are
four-week items, which are not over-
due or requested on hold by another
patron. The renewal period is for two
weeks.

Patrons seeking to renew items
over the telephone are asked to have
their library card handy, with the
barcode from the back of the card,
when calling the library at (908)
789-4090 during regular business
hours.

Westfield Library Reveals
Programs for the Holidays

PLENTY OF IMPROVEMENTS…With the assistance of many volunteers, the
Fanwood Nature Center off Cray Terrace in Fanwood has recently ad many
improvements. “Welcome to the Fanwood Nature Center.”

RAKING IT ALL IN…Volunteers contribute much of their time to clean up the
Fanwood Nature Center off Cray Terrace in Fanwood.



Page 18  Thursday, December 7, 2000 The Westfield Leader and THE TIMES of Scotch Plains – Fanwood A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Clella Adams, 81
Clella Adams, 81, of Scotch Plains

died on Friday, November 17, in
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Gretna, Va. on May 7,
1919, the daughter of the late Sonny
and Francis Toller Smith, she had
lived in Scotch Plains for the past 50
years.

Mrs. Adams was a health aide for
the Westfield Visiting Nurses Asso-
ciation for 20 years.

She was also a Deaconess, usher
and choir member at the Faith Chris-
tian Outreach Center in Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 51 years, Deacon Lee
Thaddeus Adams.

Surviving are two daughters,
Beverly Crockett of Piscataway and
Lorelie Crockett of Philadelphia; two
sisters, Eunice Butler and Alise
Brown, both of Plainfield; six grand-
children and eight great-grandchil-
dren.

Services were held on Monday,
November 20, in the Faith Christian
Outreach Center.

Arrangements were handled by the
Judkins Colonial Home in Plainfield.

December 7, 2000

George W. Mac Fail, 75, Was Artist;
Earned Degree From Pratt Institute

George W. Mac Fail, 75, of West-
field died on Wednesday, November
22, at his home.

Born in New York City, he lived in
Westfield since 1963.

Mr. Mac Fail, an artist, had worked
for Cummins, Mac Fail and Nutry of
Somerset for more than 40 years
before retiring as President in 1988.
He was also a member of The Sum-
mit Art Center.

He graduated from The Pratt Insti-
tute in Brooklyn in 1948 with a
bachelor’s degree in fine arts.

He served in the United States

Army Air Corps during World War
II.

Surviving are his wife of 47 years,
Jean F. Mac Fail; two daughters,
Deborah L. Mac Fail of Boston and
Alisa Mac Fail of Reading, Mass.,
and two grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Atlantic Home Care and Hos-
pice, 33 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
07041 or to The Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society, 45 Springfield Av-
enue, Springfield, 07081.
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Edward Soltysik, 75, Past Commander
Of Mountainside VFW; Elks Member
Edward M. Soltysik, 75, of

Mountainside died on Friday, No-
vember 24, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Newark, he moved to
Mountainside 42 years ago.

Mr. Soltysik was employed in the
maintenance department of the Union
County Regional High Schools. Prior
to that, he had been a mechanic with
Sussex Brake Service, a family-
owned business in Newark.

He served in the United States
Marine Corps during World War II.

He was a member and Past Com-
mander of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Mountainside Memorial Post
No. 10136 and a member of Elks
Mountainside Lodge No. 1585.

Mr. Soltysik was an usher at Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside, where he
was also active with bingo and church
fund-raisers.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Helen Sobol Soltysik, and by a son,
Edward M. Soltysik, Jr.

Surviving are two daughters, Dr.
Carol Post of Fogelsville, Pa. and
Laurie Schoonover of Flemington; a
brother, Joseph Soltysik of Millstone,
and three grandchildren.

A Mass was offered on Monday,
November 27, at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, following the funeral from
Smith and Smith (Suburban) in
Springfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

December 7, 2000

Nancy J. Milleman, 51
Nancy J. Bushfield Milleman, 51,

of Edison died on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19, at the JFK Medical Center in
Edison.

Born in East Orange, she had lived
in Westfield before moving to Edison
30 years ago.

Mrs. Milleman worked in Data
Processing for Merck and Company
in Rahway for more than 25 years.

She was a member of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Linden.

Surviving are her former husband,
Mark T. Milleman of Edison; a son,
Kenneth A. Milleman of Edison; a
daughter, Danielle P. Milleman of
Edison; her mother, Edna K.
Bushfield of Westfield, and a sister,
Suzanne Schroeder of Westfield.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, November 22, at the
Gosselin Funeral Home in Edison. A
committal service was held on Fri-
day, November 24, at the Fairview
Cemetery Mausoleum in Westfield,
followed by interment.

December 7, 2000

Gerald R. Gold, 73, Adjunct Professor;
Was High School Mathematics Teacher
Gerald R. Gold, 73, of Westfield

died on Friday, November 17, at
home.

Born in Newark, he moved to
Westfield many years ago.

Mr. Gold was a mathematics
teacher at Abraham Clark High
School in Roselle for 40 years and
headed the school’s Mathematics
Department.

He was also an adjunct professor
at Rutgers University in New
Brunswick for many years.

He served in the United States
Army during World War II and was a
clarinet player in General Douglas
MacArthur’s private band.

Mr. Gold received a bachelor’s
degree from New York University
and a master’s degree from Montclair
State University.

Surviving are his wife, Frances
Gold; two daughters, Leah
Wingardner and Julie Gold; a brother,
Harold Gold, and four grandchil-
dren.

Services were held on Monday,
November 20, in the Bernheim-
Apter-Goldsticker Suburban Funeral
Chapel in Maplewood.
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Helen M. Bello, Store Bookkeeper;
Active With Church and Boosters

Helen M. Schumacher Bello of
Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, No-
vember 28, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Bloomfield, she had lived
in Belleville before relocating to
Scotch Plains in 1952.

Mrs. Bello was a bookkeeper for
the former Made in America Store in
Westfield for many years.

She was a parishioner of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and a member of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Booster Club.

Surviving are her husband, Alfred
E. Bello; a daughter, Jean Harris of
Newtown, Pa.; two sons, Richard
Bello of Danbury, Conn. and David
Bello of Scotch Plains; a brother,
George Schumacher of Tampa, Fla.,
and eight grandchildren.

The funeral will take place at 9:15
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December 1,
from the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood, fol-
lowed by a Mass at 10 a.m. at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.

Visitation will be held today, Thurs-
day, November 30, from 2 to 4 p.m.
and from 7 to 9 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, Greater New Jersey
Chapter, 400 Morris Avenue, Suite
251, Denville, 07834-1365.
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Andrew R. Kovatch, 79
Andrew R. Kovatch, 79, of Lake-

wood died on Sunday, November 26,
in the Kimball Medical Center in
Lakewood.

Born in Fords, he had lived in
Linden and Mountainside before re-
locating to the 4 Season Community
in Lakewood five years ago.

Mr. Kovatch had been a Vice Presi-
dent of the Motor Machine Com-
pany in Edison, where he worked for
46 years before retiring in 1985.

He was a member of the First
Catholic Slovak Union of New Jer-
sey and a former member of the
Suburban Golf Club in Union.

He served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

Surviving are his wife, Mary
Kovatch; a son, Richard A. Kovatch;
three daughters, Joyce M. Albers-
Schonberg, JoAnn Kuser and An-
drea M. Correia; his mother, Emma
Kovatch; a brother, Robert Kovatch;
a sister, Lillian Jenkins, and seven
grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at 9:30 a.m. today, Thurs-
day, November 30, in St. Paul’s
Church in Princeton. Interment will
follow in Princeton Cemetery.

Arrangements are being handled
by the Mather-Hodge Funeral Home
in Princeton.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Ameri-
can Parkinson’s Disease Association,
New Jersey Chapter, P.O. Box 5273,
Kendall Park, 08824.
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Marcelo O. Aloy, 35
Marcelo Omar Aloy, 35, of West-

field died on Tuesday, November 28,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
he came to the United States with his
family in 1969 and settled in New
York City. He had also lived in
Rahway before moving to Westfield
four years ago.

Mr. Aloy worked as a business
manager for several different com-
panies.

Surviving are his parents, Oscar
and Delia Rodriguez Aloy of Rahway,
and two brothers, Richard Aloy of
Rahway and Danny Aloy of Navarre,
Fla.

Visitation will take place from 7 to
9 p.m. today, Thursday, November
30, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. A
funeral service will be held at 8 p.m.
tonight.

Interment will be at 10:30 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, December 1, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Philip Monica, 85
Philip Monica, 85, of Scotch Plains

died on Friday, November 24, in
Haven Hospice at the John F.
Kennedy Medical Center in Edison.

Born in Orange, he had lived in
Newark before moving to Scotch
Plains 12 years ago.

Mr. Monica had been an overhead-
crane operator and shop steward for
Naporano Iron and Metal in Newark
for 40 years before retiring 20 years
ago.

He had previously been a police
officer with the Orange Police De-
partment.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran of World War II.

Mr. Monica was a member of the
Senior Citizen clubs of Scotch Plains
and Westfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Lucielle Monica.

Surviving are a daughter, Barbara
Ann Gallagher, and two grandchil-
dren.

Private services were arranged by
the Krowicki Gorny Memorial Home
in Clark.
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Marion S. Kaylor, 96
Marion S. Kaylor, 96, of Sea Bright

died on Saturday, November 25, in
Meridian Health Care in Red Bank.

Born in East Saybrook, Conn., she
had lived in Westfield before moving
to Sea Bright in 1964.

Mrs. Kaylor was a co-founder of
the A.C. Berwick Transportation
Company and a member of the May-
flower Society.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Willard Kaylor, in 1977.

Surviving are a daughter, Dorothy
Hartel; a sister, Dorothy Denman; a
grandchild; three great-grandchildren
and two great-great-grandchildren.

Graveside services were held yes-
terday, Wednesday, November 29, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the John E. Day Funeral
Home in Red Bank.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 801
Broad Street, Shrewsbury, 07702.
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Laura Cosgrove, 84
Laura Williamson Cosgrove, 84,

of Scotch Plains died on Sunday,
December 3, at the Westfield Center,
Genesis ElderCare Network in West-
field.

Born in West Orange, she had lived
in Livingston before moving to
Scotch Plains 10 years ago.

Mrs. Cosgrove had worked as a
real estate salesperson for Weichert
Realty in Livingston before retiring.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph P. Cosgrove.

Surviving are a son, J. Peter
Cosgrove of Ira, Vt.; two daughters,
Ellen Yula of Chester and Loren
Fitzgerald of Scotch Plains; two
brothers, Alton Williamson and
Walter Williamson, both of West
Orange; three sisters, Leona Barry of
Lakehurst, June Barrett of Bloomfield
and Barbara Backer of Mendham;
five grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

A graveside service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, December
7, at Restland Memorial Park in East
Hanover.

Arrangements were handled by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.
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Matthew Hodes, 80
Matthew Hodes, 80, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, November 15,
at home.

Born in Newark, he moved to
Westfield 46 years ago.

Mr. Hodes had been a postal clerk
at the Westfield Post Office for 16
years before retiring in 1979. He had
previously been a self-employed
Kosher butcher in Newark for many
years.

He served in the United States
Army during World War II.

Surviving are his wife, Denise
Hodes; a son, Larry Hodes, and a
daughter, Suzanne Hodes.

Services were held on Sunday,
November 19, in the Menorah Chap-
els at Millburn in Union.
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William C. Dietze, 77
William C. Dietze, 77, of Scotch

Plains died on Monday, December 4,
at home.

Born in Maplewood, he had lived
there before relocating to Scotch
Plains 50 years ago.

Mr. Dietze had worked as a tool
and die maker with the King Manu-
facturing Company in Union for 35
years before retiring in 1976.

He served in the United States
Army during World War II and was a
member of the American Legion,
Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 in West-
field. He was also a member of the
Chatham Carver’s Club.

Surviving are his wife, Jeannette
Dietze; two sons, William B. Dietze
of Fanwood and Robert C. Dietze of
Garwood; two daughters, Kathryn
Johdos of Scotch Plains and Judy
Miller of Westfield; a brother, George
Dietze of Pinellas Park, Fla.; a sister,
Pauline Toby of Florham Park, and
six grandchildren.

A Funeral Liturgy will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, December
7, at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains, with interment to follow at
Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Center for
Hope Hospice, 176 Hussa Street,
Linden, 07036.
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Kathy Streeter
Kathy Hurley Streeter of Green

Brook died on Tuesday, November
28, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Dunmore, Pa., she had
lived in Fanwood for 37 years before
moving to Green Brook three years
ago.

Surviving are her husband of 44
years, Richard G. Streeter; two sons,
Robert W. Streeter and James G.
Streeter, and a grandson.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Friday, December 1, at St. Mary’s
Stony Hill Roman Catholic Church
in Watchung.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the McCracken Funeral
Home in Union.
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Community

Dr. John de Voe, Jr., 75, Maintained
Elizabeth Dental Practice for 36 Years
Dr. John Francis de Voe, Jr., 75, of

Elizabeth died on Monday, Decem-
ber 4, at home.

Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Westfield for 30 years before mov-
ing back to Elizabeth 20 years ago.

Dr. de Voe had maintained a dental
practice in Elizabeth for 36 years
before retiring in 1987.

He graduated from Mercersburg
Academy in Mercersburg, Pa. and
earned a doctorate in dentistry from
the University of Pennsylvania in
1951.

He served as an ensign in the United
States Navy during World War II.

Dr. de Voe was a member of the
Richmond County Yacht Club.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Betty Anderson de Voe, and a son,
Alec Craig de Voe.

Surviving are two sons, John
Francis de Voe, 3rd, of Branchburg
and Guy H. de Voe of Ocean City;
four daughters, Megan M. McNamara
of Bridgewater, Dana E. Hill and
Juliet de Voe, both of Red Bank, and
Gabrielle Crouchley of Oyster Bay
Cove, N.Y., and nine grandchildren.

Memorial services will be held at
11:30 a.m. today, Thursday, Decem-
ber 7, at St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Somerville.
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Woman’s Club Decorates Caps
For Valerie Fund Children

WESTFIELD – The Arts Creative
Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, a member of the New
Jersey State Federation of Woman’s
Clubs, recently held a workshop to
decorate painters’ white caps for the
Valerie Fund. These caps will be
used by children who experience
hair loss after treatments for cancer.

The Valerie Fund was established
in 1976 by the parents of a young
cancer patient, for the purpose of
making treatment more accessible
to patients and their families with-
out the ordeal of having to travel to
a distant location.

There are now six Valerie Fund
Children’s Centers in major hospi-
tals, including Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

The main activity of the Woman’s
Club is the awarding of annual schol-
arships to Westfield High School
students. Besides assisting the
Valerie Fund, the club also partici-
pates in the Stand for Children Back-
pack Campaign.

Begun three years ago by the
Union County Bar Association, the
campaign helps to ease the transi-
tion for children moving from one
foster home to another by providing
them with sturdy backpacks filled
with attractive items, including per-
sonal care articles, toys, books and
stationery supplies. The club has
purchased and filled a quantity of

these packs.
For additional information about

the Woman’s Club of Westfield,
please call (908) 233-1539.

CREATIVE CARING…Members of the Arts Creative Department of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield decorate painters’ caps for the Valerie Fund.
Pictured, left to right, are: Gloria Abitante, Nita McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman,
Helen Assman and Juanita Shacklett.

Dr. Gulker to Speak
On ‘Kids Hope USA’
At Sunday Service

WESTFIELD – Dr. Virgil Gulker,
Director of “Kids Hope USA,” a
church-based mentoring program for
at-risk children, will preach at the 11
a.m. service on Sunday, December
10, at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield.

Currently operating in 100 schools
in 18 states, “Kids Hope” gives
churches a framework to target el-
ementary schools in their neighbor-
hoods and to pair volunteers with at-
risk students for one hour a week.

Dr. Gulker was invited to speak at
the service by the church’s “People
of Hope” group, which was char-
tered last year to create community
partnerships to expand First United
Methodist’s outreach program.

Following the service, there will
be a question-and-answer session in
the Fellowship Room. Members of
the community are invited to attend.

For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-4211.
The church is located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

GENEROUS DONATION…Michael Nicholson, executive director of CON-
TACT We Care, (right) extends his hand to Steve Suriano, president of the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club in appreciation for the club’s recent donation of
$1,500 to support CONTACT’s 24-hour telephone crisis hotline which serves
Union, Somerset, Middlesex, and Essex Counties.

Community

Contact We Care Holds Christmas Tree Sale
CONTACT We Care is one of the many community based organizations

supported by the Y’s Men’s Club. The Club is a philanthropic organization
that has been dedicated to serving Westfield and the surrounding commu-
nities for more than 50 years. The group is part of an international
organization and is affiliated with the Westfield YMCA. Membership is at
an all time high with approximately 60 active members. The club’s only
fundraiser is a Christmas tree sale that is located in the heart of downtown
Westfield and operates from late November through Christmas Eve. It is
estimated that anywhere from 6,000 to 8,000 people visit the lot every year
to buy trees, wreaths, garland, grave covers and a variety of other holiday
decorations.

Faith Lutheran to Present
Reenactment of Nativity

NEW PROVIDENCE – Faith
Lutheran Church, located at 524
South Street in New Providence, has
invited the public to attend a reenact-
ment of the Christmas story on Sun-
day, December 17, at 7 p.m.

The evening will begin indoors,
with refreshments served amid fes-
tive Christmas decorations in the rear
of the church. Included will be hot
cocoa, cider, tea, coffee and cookies.

The Faith Drama Troupe, dressed
in period costume, will begin its
telling of the Nativity promptly at
7:30 p.m. on the church lawn. The
stable to be used in the reenactment
has already been built, with materi-

als donated by Berkeley Hardware in
Berkeley Heights and Jaeger Lum-
ber in Stirling.

Refreshments will also be avail-
able after the Nativity reenactment.

For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 464-5177
or send an e-mail to
famfaith@bellatlantic.net.

Red Cross Sets Course
On Babysitter Training

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will hold a babysitters
training course for youth between
the ages of 11 and 15.

The course will be offered on
Wednesday and Thursday, Decem-
ber 27 and 28, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Chapter House, located at 321
Elm Street in Westfield.

The cost is $35 per student. Par-
ticipation is limited and registration
will close one week prior to the
class.

The course will cover the best
ways for babysitters to keep chil-
dren in their care safe, including
making responsible decisions, su-
pervision, age-appropriate activities,
indoor and outdoor safety, handling
emergencies and performing basic
care, among other topics.

Interested individuals may call
(908) 232-7090 or visit the Chapter
House.

Temple Announces Beth-El Mekor Chayim
Atlantic City Trip, Holiday Activities

CRANFORD – The Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim Men’s Club, located
at 338 Walnut Street in Cranford, will sponsor a bus trip to the Showboat
Casino in Atlantic City on Sunday, December 24. The bus will leave the
temple parking lot at 10 a.m. and return at 8 p.m.

The cost is $20 and the casino will give back $17.50. For tickets, please
call Marty Metzger at (908) 276-7607 or John Hyman at (908) 245-1390.

On Friday, December 22, the temple will present a special Shabbat
service at 6:15 p.m., followed by a Hanukkah Dinner of Latkas and Pasta.
The cost is $7 per adult, $4 each for children under 13 and free for those
under 5. To reserve a seat, please call the synagogue office at (908) 276-
9231.

Program Can Help
Individuals Obtain

Mobility Equipment
AREA – The “Seniors in Motion”

program has announced that it will
assist senior citizens and disabled
individuals in obtaining wheelchairs.

The program helps those who
medically qualify to acquire equip-
ment such as motorized and manual
wheelchairs, scooters and other mo-
bility equipment. For more informa-
tion, please call (800) 594-1225.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Members of the community are
invited to join in the singing, which
was described by a church spokes-
woman as Redeemer Lutheran’s way
of thanking its neighbors and sharing
the holiday spirit. Redeemer
Lutheran is located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place. For more in-
formation, please call the church
office at (908) 232-1517.

Redeemer Lutheran
To Begin Caroling
In Westfield Today

WESTFIELD – For the seventh
consecutive year, members of the
Redeemer Lutheran Church will sing
Christmas carols at the corners of
Quimby and Elm Streets in down-
town Westfield today and the follow-
ing two Thursdays, December 7, 14
and 21, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

FENCING

(908) 654-5222

A. PLAIA & SON

Free Estimates

All Types of Fence
Expertly Installed
New and Repairs

Goods & Services You Need!

PAINTING

FULLY INSURED           FREE ESTIMATES

Call Joe Klingebiel
(908) 322-1956

JK�S PAINTING &
WALLCOVERING
INSTALLATION
✧✧✧✧✧ Residential

✧✧✧✧✧ Commercial

PERFECT  PAINTING

(908) 272-4456

Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured
Residential & Commercial

100’s of Area Homeowners
Available as References

OWNER ON THE JOB • NO SUBS

Exterior & Interior
Power Washing
Deck Sealing

Color Design
Free Estimates
Carpentry Work

HEPA Vacuum System for Sanding

PAVING

RALPH
CHECCHIO , INC.

BLACK TOP
PAVING

889-4422

• Driveways
Parking Lots

• Concrete or
Masonry Work

FREE
ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPING

FOUR SEASONS
Landscape & Design Contractors

908-272-5422

SPECIALIZING IN:

FROM CONCEPT
TO CONSTRUCTION

Member NJ Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Certificate Received From Rutgers Cook College

Complete Professional
Landscape Service

Drainage Systems � New Plantings
Patios � Walks � New Lawns

Retaining Walls � Stone � Timber

Let Us Show You Exactly What Your
Landscaped Property Will Look Like

Prior To Doing Any Work Using
State of  The Art Computer Imaging.

NO 2ND GUESSING, ALWAYS A STEP ABOVE THE REST

CERAMIC TILE

~ Free Estimates ~
(908) 233-3294
8 Elm St., Westfield

Salzano
 Enterprises

Ceramic Tile Installation
Repair & Re-grout Specialists

HOME  IMPROVEMENT

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements, Inc.

� Kitchens � Baths � Ceramic Tile
� Corian & Laminated Counter Tops

� General Maintenance & Repairs
� Full Handyman Service

Ph: (908) 391-2040
Pg: (908) 889-3509

Free Estimates • Insured

No Job Too Small

AUTO REPAIR
ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St � Westfield
908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

� Emission Repair Facility
� Tune-ups & Batteries

� A/C Service
� Tires & Brakes

� Road Service

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

HANDYMAN SERVICES

908-232-1501
We Return All Calls!!

Call Art Today!

No Job
Too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BEST IMPROVEMENTS
(732) 283-2262

� Ceilings
� Windows
� Sheetrock
� Bathrooms
� Finished
     Basements

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Ken Jensen

LANDSCAPING

“Dedicated To Your Lawn-Gevity”

• Landscape Design
• Spring Clean-ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• FREE Estimates

908-654-5296

Serving the Westfield Area
• 30+ Years of Experience • Licensed & Insured

Member of:
• Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• NJ Landscape Contractors’ Association

AVAILABLE

This

Space

Available

(908)

232-4407

AVAILABLE

This

Space

Available

(908)

232-4407

SNOW PLOWING
(908) 232-4619

Commercial
Snow Plowing

• Westfield • Mountainside
• Fanwood •Scotch Plains

Colicchio
Construction
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‘Holiday at Elizabethtown’
To be Held at Miller-Cory

WESTFIELD – “A Holiday Gath-
ering at Elizabethtown” will take
place this Sunday, December 10, from
3 to 7 p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

Visitors to the candlelit home will
be greeted by elegantly-dressed vol-
unteers who will chat as they pro-
ceed from room to room. Refresh-
ments will be served to visitors at the
House and the Frazee building.

In 1740, Elizabethtown, the capi-
tal of New Jersey, was a very active
and social seaport city. The mode of

dress was entirely different from the
simple attire of the farmers living in
the West Fields of Elizabethtown, as
was their social activities.

The Colonial gift shop features
many reproductions, cookbooks,
teas, crafts and educational materi-
als. Also available are watercolors
painted by Sandra Frank of West-
field, a Miller-Cory volunteer, which
give a glimpse into the house’s past.

The following Sunday, December
17, an Irish and Scottish New Year
will be presented at the museum
from 2 to 5 p.m.

For information on the future ac-
tivities of the museum, please call
(908) 232-1776. Admission to the
museum is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age 6.

M. Hoffmann-Thomson

Mother-Daughter to Team
For Performance for Club

Dr. Barbara Thomson

WESTFIELD – Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson will sing arias,
seasonal music and show tunes dur-
ing her performance at the general
meeting of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield on Monday, December 11,
beginning at 1:30 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church on Elmer
Street in Westfield.

Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson, a so-
prano, has performed at various ven-
ues, among them Westfield First
Night, the Westfield Men’s Glee Club
and the First Congregational Church,
as well as for a number of women’s
clubs around the state. She will be
accompanied on the piano at her
December 11 appearance by her
mother, Dr. Barbara Thomson.

In addition to her singing accom-
plishments, Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson
is a bassoonist and majors in that
discipline at Rutgers’ Mason Gross
School of the Arts. In January, she
will enter the opera training program
at McGill University in Montreal,
Canada.

Dr. Thomson is Voorhees Chapel
Organist at Rutgers University and
serves as Organist/Director at both
the First Congregational Church in

Westfield and Temple B’nai Abraham
in Livingston.

Individuals interested in attending
the performance may call (908) 654-
3946. The performance will follow
the Woman’s Club’s general meeting
at 1 p.m. A tea hosted by the club’s
Executive Committee will follow the
concert.

AGAPE Members Serve Meals
To Needy for Thanksgiving

WESTFIELD – Members of
AGAPE, a youth project of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, orga-
nized a special turkey dinner with all
the trimmings for 157 disadvantaged
guests at the First Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth the evening be-
fore Thanksgiving.

Through AGAPE, young people
plan, coordinate, cook and serve hot
meals to people in need each Wednes-
day at the Elizabeth church, with
assistance from adult advisors.
AGAPE, which means love, com-
menced in May.

Twenty turkeys were donated,
roasted and carved by members of

the congregation, while employees
of AFI Foods in Elizabeth donated
corn muffins, apple and pumpkin
pies. They had also collected more
than 60 winter coats, which were
distributed to AGAPE guests that
evening.

After the meal, the youth volun-
teers spent an extra hour of fellow-
ship with guests who wished to stay.

AGAPE welcomes donations, all
of which pay for food for the hun-
gry in Elizabeth. Interested indi-
viduals may call the Reverend Tina
McCormick at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield at (908) 233-
0301.

Court Trinity Plans
Christmas Luncheon
SCOTCH PLAINS – Court Trinity

of the Catholic Daughters of America
will hold its Christmas luncheon on
Wednesday, December 13, at
Pantagis Renaissance Restaurant in
Scotch Plains, with Jeannette Ceres
in charge of the arrangements.

A short business meeting at 12:30
p.m. will precede the luncheon, ac-
cording to Regent Anna Checchio.
Plans for Christmas charities will be
finalized, with support for the Holy
Trinity Food Pantry continuing.

The Court’s next meeting will
be on the second Wednesday of
January.

Ticket Deadline Nears
For Hadassah Visit
To Circus in March

AREA – The Northern New Jersey
Region of Hadassah, which includes
Union County, has scheduled a visit
to the Ringling Brothers and Barnum
& Bailey Circus on Sunday, March
18, at the Continental Airlines arena
in East Rutherford.

The cost is $25 per person and
includes lower tier tickets, a family
gift and a goody bag, as well as early
admission to the show at 2 p.m. A
portion of each ticket price will ben-
efit Hadassah.

Seat selection will be based on a
first come, first served basis. The
deadline for ordering tickets is Fri-
day, December 15. Tickets will be
mailed in February. There will be no
refunds or returns.

For further information or to re-
serve tickets, please call National
Hadassah in Bergen County at (201)
576-0319 or the Northern New Jer-
sey Region of Hadassah office at
(973) 472-1401.

Theosophical Group
To Hear Discussion
On ‘Good and Evil’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Study Group of the Theosophical
Society of America will host Edward
Abdill tonight, Thursday, December
7, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Charles
Whedon at 667 Fourth Avenue in
Westfield.

Mr. Abdill, a former Director of
the Theosophical Society of America
and Past President of the New York
Theosophical Society, will facilitate
a talk and discussion on “The Still
Point Beyond Good and Evil.”

Curbside parking is available. For
further information or directions,
please call (908) 232-9452.

Interfaith Council Posts
Meetings for December
WESTFIELD – Interfaith Singles,

a support group for single adults over
age 45, meets for weekly discussions
on successful single living.

The group will meet on Sundays,
December 10, 17, 24 and 31, from 9
to 10:30 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Continental breakfast is available
and a $2 donation is requested. For
further information, please call (908)
889-5265 or (908) 889-4751.

Bach Cantata to be Performed
Sunday at Holy Trinity Church
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 10, at 4 p.m., the cantata,
Savior of the Nations, Come (Can-
tata 61), by Johann Sebastian Bach,
will be presented at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in West-
field.

Presented by the Holy Trinity
Choir, soloists and instrumental en-
semble, the cantata will be performed
in the context of Evensong sung to
Gregorian chant accompanied by
handbells.

Organ works to be presented will

include three chorale preludes on
Savior of the Nations, Come. Rives
Cassel is the Director of Music and
Organist.

Soloists will include Claire
Criscuolo, soprano; Tom Schaefer,
tenor, and Louis Francz, bass. The
program is free and the public is
invited to attend. Holy Trinity is
located at Westfield Avenue and First
Street.

Volunteers Are Sought
For Free Tax Program
WESTFIELD AREA – Volunteers

are needed for the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons’ Tax Coun-
seling to the Elderly program.

This program provides free tax
counseling to elderly and low-in-
come individuals in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside and
other Union County communities.

Interested individuals may call Ed
Evans at (908) 233-1961 for more
information.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Announce Meeting,
Upcoming Activities

WESTFIELD – The regular meet-
ing of the Senior Social Club of Holy
Trinity will be held on Monday, De-
cember 11, at 1:30 p.m. in the gym-
nasium of the elementary school.
The meeting will be a catered lun-
cheon.

On Thursday, January 18, the club
will attend a luncheon-show at the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse.

A trip to the Brownstone in West
Paterson is planned for Monday,
March 19, for a St. Patrick’s Day
program.

Story Time Sign-ups
Scheduled at Library
FANWOOD – Registration for

the next session of story times at
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
take place from Tuesday through
Saturday, January 2 to 6. Fanwood
residents will be given priority.

The library is located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. For
times and details, please call (908)
322-4377.

Community Invited to Attend
Willow Grove Advent Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains has invited members
of the community to attend its Ad-
vent Festival activities which will
take place at the church on Sunday,
December 10, between 4:40 and
7:30 p.m.

Festive materials will be available
for participants to create their own
Christmas ornaments or for helping
to decorate the church. A supper of
soup, rolls, beverages and Christ-
mas cookies will be available at
Ryno Hall at 5:50 p.m. In addition,
a mystery guest is expected to ap-
pear as “The Grinch.”

Following the meal, attendees will
be invited to enter the candlelit sanc-
tuary for worship and a group tell-
ing of the story of the birth of Christ,
along with the singing of carols.
The “Children’s Ark” nursery will
be open during the festival.

Anyone interested in attending
the Advent Festival is asked to call
the church office at (908) 232-5678
as soon as possible, so that enough

food and craft supplies can be made
available. The church is located at
1961 Raritan Road.

JCC and Synagogue
To Host Performance
By Comedian Jan. 6

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey and Congregation
Beth Israel will host a performance
by comedian Steve Mittleman on
Saturday, January 6, at 8 p.m. at
Congregation Beth Israel, located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Mittleman has appeared in
films, television shows and com-
mercials, and has headlined in ma-
jor comedy clubs throughout the
United States.

Refreshments will be available,
and seating is limited. For more
information, please call Susan
Lemerman at (908) 889-8800, Ex-
tension No. 205, or Ina Thau at
(908) 232-4217.

FESTIVE TOUCH…Maryann Pietruski, Anna Lanam and Colleen Schmidt, members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club
of Westfield, put the finishing touches on flower arrangements which were made especially for Meals on Wheels
recipients. The activity represents just one of many garden-related projects organized by the club during the year. Anyone
interested in joining the club may call Carol Schirm at (908) 889-7012.
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CYAN YELLOW MAGENTA BLACK

Judy Bell, Jerry Bonnetti, Fran Comstock, Janet DeFiore, Barbara Doherty,
Tammie Hamill, Carmen Imgrund, William Jordan, Brian Kastner, Jennifer D. Love, Roger Love,
Kelly Micklo, William Moffitt, Karen Roman, Genoveva Smith, Janet Sonntag, Lauren Stravach,

Miriam Tedesco, Cheryl Wilkinson, Carol Wood

Taylor & Love, Inc. Realtors
436 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 654-6666 • (800) 222-0507
http://arsdata.com/c21tl

“Four Generations in Westfield...

SCOTCH PLAINS $275,000
New Listing! Custom built Cape Cod style home offers
4 Bedrooms, 2 full Baths and attached garage. This home
features an In-law Suite, Living Room with fireplace,
Eat-in Kitchen with Pantry, loft above In-law suite, hard-
wood floors, central air conditioning, 220 volt electric
service, and electronic air cleaner.

SCOTCH PLAINS $339,000
New Listing! Grade level Split home on cul-de-sac in
move-in condition offers 4 Bedrooms & 1½ Baths. This
home features an interior recently painted, hardwood
floors except in Family Room & basement, central air
conditioning, full finished basement with Rec Room and
Office.

SCOTCH PLAINS $399,000
This beautiful, mint condition home boasts 4/5 Bedrooms,
2 full Baths & attached garage and features an Eat-in
Kitchen, an enormous (20’x25’) Great Room with ca-
thedral ceilings and skylights, large (25’x16’) Master
Suite including a Master Bath with Jacuzzi and skylights.
This home also features central air conditioning, a full
finished basement with fireplace and Powder Room.

WESTFIELD $499,000
This beautiful Victorian home in a wonderful location
boasts 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms and 1½ Baths. This home
also features a large wrap around porch with screened
enclosure, Master Bedroom with double & single clos-
ets, large Eat-in Kitchen, 1st floor Laundry, Formal Din-
ing Room, 100 amp electrical service, all on a large 50’
x 200’ lot.

Barbara
Doherty

William
Moffitt

Brian
Kastner

Top Sales Associates for November of  2000
Barbara Doherty, Brian Kastner and William Moffitt are Century 21 Taylor & Love’s Top Producers

for the month of November 2000. Roger Love, Broker, has commended their performance
for their outstanding achievement which far exceeds the comparable period of 1999.

Each Office Independently Owned And Operated.

BEST WISHES
FOR 2001

The Staff at Anthony James
would like to thank you and

our affiliates for making
2000 another prosperous year.

www.anthonyjames.com
Over 10 Years of Excellence

435 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ • 908-654-5600
www.boylehotels.com

Amenities Include:
Complimentary Continental Breakfast
In-Room Coffee Makers, Hair Dryers,

Iron and Board • Kitchenettes Available
Laundry Facilities

Club Room Available for Meetings

The Perfect PlaceThe Perfect Place
...for your visiting friends, relatives, and

business associates. Located in the heart of
downtown Westfield, the Westfield Inn is within

walking distance to many charming shops
and restaurants.

Weichert, Realtors
WESTFIELD — Louis Faruolo, a

Sales Associate with Weichert, Real-
tors’ Westfield Of-
fice, has won the
office’s top listing
award for the month
of October.

Mr. Faruolo has
consistently quali-
fied for membership
to Weichert’s Mil-

lion Dollar Sales and Marketed Clubs.
His career achievements earned him
a place in the company’s 100 Sales
Club and 100 Marketed Club. He has
also been honored as a member of
the company’s Ambassador’s Club.

Mr. Faruolo, who has qualified for
state honors every year since 1986, is
a member of the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of Realtors (NJAR) Distin-
guished Sales Club, created in 1994
to honor those who have earned mem-
bership to the State Million Dollar
Club at least 10 times. He earned the
bronze award in 1999.

An experienced real estate profes-
sional and licensed broker, Mr.
Faruolo is a member of the Garden
State and Middlesex Multiple List-
ing Services. He is a member of the
Professional Standards Committee
of the Westfield Board of Realtors.

A longtime resident of Fanwood,
he holds a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics from Rutgers University.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD — Carole Edzek, a

Sales Associate with Weichert, Real-
tors’ Westfield Office, been honored

as the office’s top producing associ-
ate for the month of October.

Ms. Edzek ranks among the top 2
percent of Weichert’s 7,500 sales

associates as a mem-
ber of the 1999
Ambassador’s Club.
She also qualified for
silver honors in the
1999 New Jersey
State Million Dollar
Club, and repeated
as a member of

Weichert’s Million Dollar Sales and
Marketed Clubs.

An experienced, all-around real
estate professional, Ms. Edzek has
special expertise in relocation and
new homes sales. She is a member of
the Westfield Board of Realtors and
the Garden State Multiple Listing
Service and a past chairman of the
Eastern Union County Board of Re-
altors.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD — Martha Schilling,

a Sales Associate with Weichert,
Realtors’ Westfield
Office, has been hon-
ored for her out-
standing achieve-
ment during the
month of October.

Ms. Schilling,
who has been asso-
ciated with Weichert

for 10 years, has been a licensed real
estate professional since 1989. She
holds the professional designation of
Graduate, Realtor Institute (GRI). A
consistent top producer, Ms. Schilling
is a repeat member of the New Jersey

State Million Dollar Club and
Weichert’s Million Dollar Marketed
Club, most recently in 1999.

Ms. Schilling has lived in Westfield
for more than 20 years.

*  *  *  *  *

Coldwell Banker
WESTFIELD — Michael Scott, a

17-year veteran of the real estate
industry, has been
named manager of
the Coldwell Banker
Westfield office.

He places Marilyn
Kelly who recently
retired.

“We are pleased to
have Michael as-

sume the management of our
Westfield office,” said Maureen
Passerini, President and Chief Oper-
ating Officer of Coldwell Banker
New Jersey.

“He is an evidenced professional,
and a highly regarded leader. The
Westfield office has been our num-
ber one office for the past 15 years,
and we fully expect Michael to guide
it to the next level,” Mr. Passerini
said.

For his part, Mr. Scott said he is
enthusiastic about his new assign-
ment with Coldwell Banker.

“It is such a pleased to work for a
company that is dedicated to cus-
tomer service,” he said. “The 85 as-
sociates in this office are phenom-
enal people, who have contributed to
the office’s incredible market share.
They have access to the latest tech-
nology and the Internet, and this
only enhances our ability to provide
full-service to all of our clients.”

Prior to his new assignment, Mr.
Scott had been a Regional Vice Presi-
dent at the Coldwell Banker New
Jersey corporate offices, and was
previously a manager of the Coldwell
Banker Bernardsville and Warren
offices.

“The Westfield office is well known
for excellence in customer service,
and there are many transactions
where associates in our office repre-
sent both the buyer and the seller,”
Mr. Scott stated.

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD — In keeping with

the holiday spirit, Coldwell Banker’s
Westfield office is collecting new
toys and books to be distributed to
those in need.

All gifts collected at the Westfield
office will be distributed through the
Family and Children’s Counseling
and Testing Center of Elizabeth. The
center is a private, non-profit social
service agency.

Every December for the past 70
years or so. Family and Children’s
Services has collected and distrib-

uted new toys, gifts and food for
hundreds of needy children through-
out Union County. Today the agency
serves up to 2,000 individuals a year,
half of whom are children. The great
majority of these youths are living in
foster homes or city shelters, have
been neglected or abused, or live in
families with total incomes at or
below the federal poverty line.

Kathy Shea is serving as Chair-
woman for the Westfield office with
assistance from Margaret Maguire.
They ask that all types of new, un-
wrapped toys, puzzles, games, col-
oring books, stuffed animals, etc. be
brought to Coldwell Banker at 209
Central Avenue. The final date for
toy collections is December 20.

Individuals who are unable to come
in with their toys may call (908) 233-
5555 to arrange for them to be picked
up.

*  *  *  *  *

Burgdorff ERA
Judy Reeves, President of Burgdorff

ERA, Realtor has announced the ap-
pointment of Camie Delaney and Lois
Berger as Assistant Managers of the
Westfield office.

Ms. Delaney and Ms. Berger will be
covering for Judy Sagan, Vice Presi-
dent, Manager when she is out of the
office or on vacation. They are avail-
able to assist agents with contracts,
sales and listings as well as conducting
their own personal real estate business.

Ms. Delaney, a licensed Broker since
1987 and is a member of the Burgdorff

ERA’s President’s
Club and also a mem-
ber of the New Jersey
Association of Real-
tors (NJAR) Million
Dollars Sales Club for
the past 13 years and
has achieved Bronze
Level in 1999 and is

also a member of the NJAR Distin-
guished Sales Club. She has also served
as a member of the Million Dollar
Review Committee.

Ms. Berger, a broker is a member of
the NJAR Million Dolly Sales Club
and achieved Silver Level status in

1987, 1992, 1997,
1998 and 1999 and
Bronze Level in 1981-
1986, 1988-1991, and
1993-1996. She has
been a member of
ERA’s Leader’s
Circle.

She is also a mem-
ber of the NJARs Distinguished Sales
Club. A licensed broker since 1984,
Ms. Berger has also earned the Certi-
fied Real Estate Specialist (CRS) des-
ignation.

Bagpipers, Carolers Entertain
Shoppers in Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD — Saturday enter-
tainment will abound in downtown
Westfield on December 9, 16 and
23. The Watson Highlanders Pipe
Band will play traditional festive
music on their bagpipes from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the sidewalks
throughout the town.

The Yuletide Carolers, dressed in
“Dickens” attire, will stroll through
downtown Westfield, entertaining
shoppers, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. with their “old-fashioned” flair.
“Escape,” a Women’s Barbershop
Quartet, will sing barbershop har-
mony from 1 to 3 p.m. for the shop-
pers’ enjoyment.

On Thursday evenings, from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m., and Sunday afternoons,
from 2 to 4 p.m., local music stu-
dents from the New Jersey Work-

shop for the Arts will perform in
various downtown stores.

Also, the Westfield Gift Coin is
available from participating mer-
chants. The coin is a Westfield gift
certificate, valued at $25, and re-
deemable at over 60 locations. It
comes packaged in a gold box with a
card listing participating businesses
where the coin can be redeemed.

The Gift Coin can be purchased,
with a cash or check only, at Scott
Shoes, Backroom Antiques,
Lancaster, Ltd., Summit Bank, The
Westfield Leader, and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and
Chamber of Commerce offices at
105 Elm Street.

For further information, please call
the DWC office at (908) 789-9444,
or the Chamber at (908) 233-3021.

Couple Should be Firm With In-Laws
On Plans to Spend New Year’s Alone
A distraught wife writes:
Please answer this before New

Year’s. I have been married for 13
years. Before every holiday, yes, ev-
ery holiday, my husband and I, and
my parents, and my husband’s par-
ents, argue over where we will spend
the holidays. To satisfy everyone, we
go to my in-laws and other relatives
one year, and we go to my family the
next year. I am tired of the bickering,
of the “if we don’t go to your mother’s
or my brother’s they will be hurt and
disappointed.” For New Year’s my
husband and I want to get away — far
away from both families. But I feel it
is not the thing to do. How would we
explain this? I would feel so guilty.
My husband says we should just up
and go, we don’t owe anything. Is
there an easy solution?

Answer: No, there is no easy solu-
tion, but there are a few things of
which you should be aware. You have
spent many holidays with relatives,
hopefully enjoyable ones. At the same
time, you did what was expected of
you. At this stage, you don’t owe
anyone anything.

And you certainly don’t need to be
arguing over who is going where.
Although you are concerned about
the group of parents being hurt and
disappointed, you are also very con-
cerned that they will be angry at you.
I don’t believe that you should just up
and go. Go to both sides of relatives
and tell them that you want to spend
New Year’s together — alone. Go any-
where which pleases you. Stay firm
and convinced that this is long over-
due. It takes strength to speak directly
to your parents, but it is healthier and
you will respect yourself more.

It is also about time that you evalu-
ated the other holidays and took a
similar stand, that is, what do you
really want to do, and with whom.
Hopefully you will read this before
the year 2001 - so go and enjoy!

A young reader writes:
What is your take on Madonna? I

appreciated your brief statements on
Dr. Laura and Judge Judy a few months
ago (by the way I agree with you).

Answer: Madonna is a very tal-
ented songstress and entertainer. She
has remained popular because she
provides music many enjoy listening
to, videos many enjoy watching, and
provocations which titillate and shock.
She is as shrewd a businesswoman as
she is an entertainer.

She has continuously reinvented
herself by changing her physical ap-
pearance - different hairstyles, hair
coloring, clothing, and musical styles.
Most of her career has focused on her
advocacy that women are equal to
men, have been repressed, and should
free themselves from feeling they are

second rate citizens - who are entitled
to be in control of their lives - particu-
larly in the sexual area. Most of her
supporters have identified with this
strong, tell it like it is celebrity. This
has been positive in helping one ad-
dress issues of self-esteem. Unfortu-
nately, Madonna displays her narcis-
sism (need to be the center of all
attention) to such a point that her per-
sonality and personal life overshadow
her music. Consequently, her self-ab-
sorbed loves and affairs and “I’ll do
what I want to” attitude are the aspects
to which we are exposed. Madonna
has to learn that there is a big differ-
ence between fighting a cause and
continuously acting out one’s narcis-
sism.

A devoted daughter writes:
My mother has Alzheimer’s Dis-

ease. My family has taken care of her
as long as we could, now, she is in an
assisted living environment and is do-
ing as well and can be expected. I visit
her regularly even though she seems
to be forgetting who I am. I am writing
for two reasons:

1, I feel guilty that I put her away.
Should I? 2, Sometimes I feel I am
getting Alzheimer’s Disease since I
forget things. Could this be the begin-
ning of the disease?

Answer: You appear to be a kind
and considerate daughter and person.
Your guilt is related to the phrase “I
put her away.” You feel that you did
something wrong and that you “got
rid of her.” Not true. You found a
resource where her needs will be taken
care of and where she will be most
comfortable. You did the right thing.
Secondly, I don’t know your age, but
we all start forgetting things as we
grow older. It does not mean one has
Alzheimer’s Disease. Rahway
Hospital’s newsletter, The Rose, had a
wonderful article on Alzheimer’s in
its recent publication.

It lists the prowess made in the field
in research and medication. It also
lists the 10 warning signs of
Alzheimer’s Disease. The source is
Alzheimer’s Association,
www.alz.org. Here is the list, and I
hope it makes you feel more comfort-
able about yourself.

Ten Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s
Disease:

1. Memory loss that affects job skills.
2. Difficulty performing familiar

tasks.
3. Problems wig language.
4. Disorientation of time and place.
5. Poor or decreased judgment.
6. Problems with abstract thinking.
7. Misplacing things.
8. Changes in mood or behavior.
9. Changes in personality.
10. Loss of initiative.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Encouraged to Seek
‘Traditional’ Form of Therapy

Rabbi Nudell Speaks
At Ecumenical Service
For Peace in Mideast
SCOTCH PLAINS — Rabbi

George Nudell of Congregation
Beth Israel in Scotch Plains was
among the speakers during a ser-
vice presented recently by the Coa-
lition of Concerned Christians,
Jews and Muslims of Kean Uni-
versity.

Entitled “Kean University Ecu-
menical Prayer and Reflections on
the Middle East,” the program was
designed to unite members of vari-
ous faiths in prayer for a peaceful
end to the surge of violence, strife
and tragedy in the Middle East.

The event featured the prayers
and remarks of area religious lead-
ers, as well as hymns and a candle-
lighting ceremony. Speakers en-
couraged attendees to look beyond
religious and cultural differences
and focus on improving the world
around them.

Rabbi Nudell, himself the survi-
vor of a terrorist attack in Jerusa-
lem, stressed the importance of
mutual tolerance.

“We must build an atmosphere
of peace, discussion and common
understanding,” he said. With re-
gard to the tremendous amount of
bloodshed which has occurred in
the Middle East, he added, “There
is no way that God could ever want
this to happen.”

La Leche League
To Offer Meetings
During Evenings
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League of Westfield has announced
a new evening meeting schedule
beginning on Monday, January 8,
at 8 p.m. at the Westfield Y “Blue
House,” which is adjacent to the
main building at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

In addition to its two daytime
meetings, the group will now offer
a monthly evening meeting.

A nonsectarian, non-profit orga-
nization, the League’s purpose is to
offer help and encouragement to
women wanting to breast feed their
babies.

During meetings, group mem-
bers informally discuss the benefits
of breastfeeding, as well as its dif-
ferent phases. The topic for the
January meeting will be “Advan-
tages of Breastfeeding to Mother
and Baby.” All women interested in
breastfeeding are invited to attend.

The Westfield group also meets
at 10:15 a.m. on the third Thursday
of each month at the Cranford
United Methodist Church. In addi-
tion, the group offers a meeting for
mothers of toddlers on the first
Thursday of each month at the same
time and location.

For more information about the
Westfield La Leche League group,
please call Lisa Reid at (908) 301-
1339.
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&
Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell

homes for nearly a century. For the past fifteen years,
the Westfield Office of Coldwell Banker has been
recognized as one of the very best in the nation.

 The reason behind that success is the strength of their people. Pictured above are associates,
Hye -Young Choi, (Top Associate in Union County for October) Kay Gragnano, John DeMarco and
Ruth Tate. Each of these top associates have recently been honored for outstanding achievement in
customer service and total number of home sales. Despite the awards and recognition, they continue
to work hard for their clients and lead the way in creating new ways to market Real Estate.

    Coldwell Banker has a heritage of sound business practice and proven methods that create
success. Hye-Young, Kay, John and Ruth exemplify that commitment to the highest standards of
professionalism, integrity and service. They are ready to prove themselves all over again with you!

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Ave.
(908) 233-5555

#1 Company office for 15 Years

WESTFIELD $329,000
Updated, charming Cape Cod. Three Bedrooms, Living Room with
fireplace, 1st floor Family Room with French doors to large deck.
WSF-9058

WESTFIELD $362,500
1880 Victorian. Six Bedrooms, Family Room, Eat-in Kitchen,
beautiful woodwork and hardwood floors throughout.
WSF-8855

WESTFIELD $799,900
New construction in “New Trails End” subdivision. Only 1 left.
Located on cul-de-sac. Photo similar with changes. Call for
information. WSF-8230

WESTFIELD $1,450,000
Professional building in the heart of downtown. 6,940 square feet,
21 parking spaces, GB3 district. Call for details.
WSF-9090

WESTFIELD $419,900
Charming Colonial in mint condition. Living Room with fireplace,
Formal Dining Room, Eat-in Kitchen, sunny Family Room.
WSF-9115

WESTFIELD $428,500
Spacious Center Hall Colonial. Four Bedroom, 2 full and 2 half
Baths, Family Room with fireplace, large Rec Room, Eat-in Kitchen.
WSF-9098

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Ave.
(908) 233-5555 •  www.westfieldnjhomes.com

#1 Company office for 15 Years

Tom Bianco
GRI, Broker/Associate

• 14 Years of Full-Time Service
• National Trust Certified Antique
Home Specialist

• NJAR  Million $ Club ‘87-’99
• NJAR Silver Level ‘95-’99
• International President’s Circle

WESTFIELD'S FINEST LUXURY TOWN HOME...  is now available!
Be the first to see this 7 year-old, pristine end unit loaded with detail and upgrades.
Features include: Elegant Living Room, Formal Dining Room, gourmet Kitchen
with SubZero appliances, casual Family Room with Fireplace, 3 large Bedrooms
with walk-in closets, 2½ Baths, fabulous Master Suite with Sitting Room, 2nd floor
Laundry Room, full finished basement, nice yard with patio, central vacuum & more!
Call  TOM BIANCO   for a private showing today!                $450,000. WSF-9165

AIDS Benefit Committee
Plans Historic Home Tour

WESTFIELD – The AIDS Benefit
Committee of New Jersey (ABCNJ)
will present a Plainfield Holiday Tour
of Distinctive Homes on Saturday,
December 16, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Coldwell Banker of Westfield is un-
derwriting the house tour.

Included will be seven homes from
Plainfield’s Sleepy Hollow,
Netherwoods and Broadway historic
district, all decorated for the holi-
days. The tour will serve as a
fundraiser for the ABCNJ, a non-
profit, Westfield-based organization
made up entirely of volunteers, which
helps people with AIDS to live as
comfortably as possible.

Among the featured houses will be
a Federal home dating from the early
1800s; a circa 1935 stone and clap-
board Williamsburg Colonial revival;
Georgian Revival residences and a
circa 1906 house built of site-cut
mica stone by the well-known
Steadman family of Plainfield.

One of the Georgian Revival homes
is owned by Margie and Richard
Palatini. Mrs. Palatini, author of the
children’s books “Mooseletow” and
“Elf Help,” will be on hand to sign
and sell copies of her books.

Tickets are $15 and may be pur-
chased at the following businesses:
Coldwell Banker, 209 Central Av-

enue, Westfield; Pereaux Interior
Design, 20 Beechwood Road, Sum-
mit; Pereaux Interior Design, 126
South Street, Morristown; Swain
Galleries, 703 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield, and Rena’s Diner, South
Avenue in Plainfield.

For more information about the
Plainfield House Tour and/or ABCNJ,
please call Helen Walton at (908)
766-7279 or John DeMarco at (908)
233-5555.

TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENTS...Comcast recently visited the Roselle
Library to present the institution with a $1,000 technology grant. Presenting the
award are Comcast’s Area Vice President and General Manager, Buck Dopp,
left, a resident of Mountainside, and Library Director Keith McCoy, who lives
in Scotch Plains.

ERA Meeker Realty
CRANFORD — Vita Zoltak, Broker/Owner and the staff of ERA

Meeker Realty welcome Jill King as a full time Sales Associate.
Ms. King grew up in Westfield and received a bachelor’s degree from

Lakeland College in Wisconsin.
She married and then spent the next 11 years as a military wife in various

parts of the United States. Ms. King came back to Westfield and has
resided there for the past 15 years, raising three children who attended the
Westfield school system. Her husband has been a corporate pilot for the
past 20 years.

Ms. King has been active in supporting sports programs, her children
have played football, lacrosse, baseball and basketball at both the high
school and college level. She is a former member of the Welcome Wagon.

She is a member of the Greater Union County Association of Realtors
and the Garden State Multiple Listing Service.
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Paid Advertisement  Paid AdvertisementRECENT REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield is pleased to announce
the sale of 140 Belmar Avenue, Westfield.
The property was marketed by Susan Dinan.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 15 Cayuga Rd., Cranford. The prop-
erty was marketed by Julie Murphy.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 49 Wadsworth Terrace, Cranford.
The property was marketed by Elaine
Demyen.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 188 S. Martine Avenue, Fanwood.
The property was marketed by Kathy
Klausner.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield is pleased to announce
the sale of 48 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood.
The property was marketed by Dorothy
McDevitt.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield is pleased to announce
the sale of 70 Willoughby Lane, Fanwood.
The property was marketed by Patricia
Plante and sold by Elizabeth Bataille.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 1284 George St., Plainfield. The
property was marketed by Gina Suriano-
Barber.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 637 Elm Street, Westfield. The prop-
erty was marketed by Carol Tener and sold
by Michael Buban.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale 525 Woodland Avenue, Westfield. The
property was marketed by Joyce Taylor.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 751 Belvidere Avenue, Westfield.
The property was marketed by Joyce Tay-
lor and sold by Faith Maricic.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, is pleased to announce
the sale of 6 Welsh Road, Clinton. The prop-
erty was sold by Kevin Barry.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield, is pleased to announce the
sale of 116 Farley Avenue, Fanwood. The
property was sold by Cathy Splinter.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield, is pleased to announce the
sale of 1545 Crabapple Lane, Plainfield. The
property was sold by Rosemary Dunlap.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield, is pleased to announce the
sale of 594 Sherman Avenue, Roselle. The
property was sold by Elaine Demyen.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, is pleased to announce
the sale of 743 Clarence Street, Westfield.
The property was sold by Susan Dinan.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield is pleased to announce
the sale of 20 Mohawk Trail, Westfield. The
property was sold by Anne Sank-Davis.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 462 Channing Avenue, Westfield.
The property was sold by Laura Brockway.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield is pleased to announce the
sale of 108 Hazel Avenue, Westfield. The
property was sold by Cynthia Neivert.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Av-
enue West, Westfield is pleased to announce
the sale of 402 S. Euclid Avenue, Westfield.
The property was sold by Camie Delaney.

Burgdorff ERA, Realtors, 600 North Avenue
West, Westfield, is pleased to announce the
sale of 835 Knollwood Terrace, Westfield.
The property marketed by Joyce Antone and
sold by Faith Maricic.

� CLASSIFIEDS�

HELP WANTED
IMMEDIATE OPENING

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Westfield Real Estate firm seeks
reliable individual. Must be detail
oriented, self-motivated, well orga-
nized, efficient, able to prioritize
and meet tight deadlines. Excel-
lent communication, computer and
Internet skills a must. Real Estate
experience preferred. Salary in the
mid 20’s. Fax resume with salary
requirements to HR Manager, Attn:
510 to 732-846-4802

AUTO FOR SALE

White 1994 Ford Explorer Ltd. Edi-
tion. 75,000 miles. Pwr. steering,
windows & seats. Leather inter.
Sunroof. Running boards. CD
player, ABS, cruise control.
$11,000.

(908) 232-6879

FOR SALE

Jennifer Convertible queen
sleeper sofa. Seafoam Green.
Great Condition.

Call (908) 928-0474

FOR SALE

Action Cat 3-wheel battery-oper-
ated chair. Like new. EZ-Go golf
cart. Roof, gas-driven, new clutch.

(908) 755-4431

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad  seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp. needed.
Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req., min. 4
hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr. coverage.
Wkday 9am - 1 pm or 1-5pm slots
are perfect for parents of school
children. Childcare reimburse-
ment available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

SALES FROM YOUR HOME

AVON
Be your own boss, start your own
business! Sales from home.

Call Debbie (908) 322-7008

HELP WANTED

Kaplus Electric (Lic. & Bus. Per-
mit #9314). In business since
1988, is seeking an ASSISTANT
ELECTRICIAN  Person must
show good mechanical aptitude;
must have own car & must have
(pur purchase) basic tools. Pay is
$10 per hour w/o exp. and $11-
$15 per hour with exp.

Call (908) 232-1110
EOE

INSTRUCTION

PIANO LESSONS
AGES 8 AND OLDER

(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

Office Assistant
Flexible, full-time opportunity in
Garwood. General office duties:
phone, mail, copying, sched-
ules, etc. Pleasant phone man-
ners a must.

Please call (888) 898-6507
to schedule an interview.

CHILD CARE

Resp., warm, exper. person needed
in our Westfield home for two girls,
3p.m.-6:30p.m., Mon-Fri., some
flex. for occ. half days. Must be exc.
driver, own car, Engl., non-smoker.

Call (973) 837-7292

AUTO FOR SALE

’88 Lincoln Towncar sedan. 4Dr.,
170,000+ Beige, Fully Loaded.
Excellent running condition.
$1,900.

(908) 665-2529

HOUSECLEANING

Brazilian cleaning - sparkling.
Houses, apartments, condos &
offices. Good references and own
transportation.

Call (201) 997-0772

HELP WANTED

HAIR SALON - seeks Reception-
ist, Assistant, Manicurists, Hair
Stylist w/license. Busy shop, sal-
ary, vacation, comm., education.
Health care avail.

(908) 654-4849

TOWN HOUSE FOR RENT
Westfield - Northside. Quiet, at-
tractive 4-1/2 room townhouse.
Walk to town & trans. Incl. gar.
CAC, W/D, DW. $1,400/mo plus
utils. No pets. Avail. 1/15/01.

Please reply to Box B, c/o
Westfield Leader, PO Box
250, Westfield, NJ 07091

To Place Your Classified
(908) 232-4407

Former Chief Scutti Honored
By Rotary Club for Service

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE…Former Westfield Police Chief Anthony J.
Scutti, standing at center, was honored by the Rotary Club of Westfield at a
dinner November 16, where he received the 14th Annual Charles P. Bailey
Humanitarian Award. Flanking him are former recipients of the award, Robert
and Alice Dillon (1994), left, and former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe and his
wife, Gaile (1999). Debbie Bailey, seated at center, the daughter of Charles P.
Bailey, also attended the celebration at the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield.

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Rotary Club of Westfield, their fami-
lies and other members of the com-
munity gathered recently to honor
former Westfield Police Chief An-
thony J. Scutti by presenting him
with the Charles P. Bailey Humani-
tarian Award for 2000.

The award is presented annually to
a Westfield resident who has exem-
plified outstanding dedication and
service to the community. It is given
in memory of Charles P. Bailey, a
former Mayor of Westfield and Past
President of the Rotary Club of
Westfield.

Former Chief Scutti was feted at a
dinner November 16 at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield,
where family members and fellow
residents spoke about the chief’s
contributions to the well-being of
Westfield.

A member of the Westfield Police
Department for more than 41 years,
Mr. Scutti began his career as a pa-
trolman in 1959. He was appointed
as Chief in 1986.

During his tenure with the depart-
ment, he served the community by
introducing many new programs. He
served as President of the Union

County and the New Jersey State
Associations of Chiefs of Police. He
is also active with the Westfield
UNICO Chapter and was named its
“Man of the Year” in 1990.

Mr. Scutti received congratulatory
letters from Congressman Bob
Franks, Governor Christine Todd
Whitman, State Senate President
Donald T. DiFrancesco  and Assem-
blymen Alan M. Augustine and Ri-
chard H. Bagger.

The Rotary Club further honored
the former Chief, a past member of
the club, by making him a Paul Har-
ris Fellow. Mr. Harris was a Chicago
attorney who founded Rotary in that
city in 1905. The Westfield club do-
nated $1,000 to the Rotary Founda-
tion for the honor of having Mr.
Scutti named a Paul Harris Fellow.

Proceeds from the dinner will help
fund three of the Westfield Rotary
Club’s projects this year, including
cataract surgery in India, plastic sur-
gery in South America and the Save
A Child program in Thailand.

The Rotary organization includes
1.2 million business and professional
people worldwide, who support many
community, national and interna-
tional projects.

Burgdorff ERA
Realtors

WESTFIELD — After more than 12
years as Vice President and Manager of
the Burgdorff ERA Westfield office,
Jean T. Massard has announced her
retirement from the company.

A fixture in the New Jersey real
estate industry for more than 30 years,
Ms. Massard guided the Westfield of-
fice to become one of the most out-
standing offices in Burgdorff history.

A member of the Westfield office
since 1988, she received the Excel-
lence Award in 1999, the President’s
Citation in 1996, the Burgdorff Man-
ager Leadership Award in 1993, and
earned membership in the New Jersey
Association of Realtors Million Dollar
(NJAR) Sales Club for many years.

In addition, she was a perennial win-
ner of top company units and top com-
pany dollar awards. Under her leader-
ship, 28 agents in her office were in-
ducted into the NJAR Million Dollar
Club in 1998 alone.

“I have always been proud of our
office’s capabilities and our impres-
sive record of selling 80-90 percent of
the houses we list,” said Ms. Massard.
“I will miss working alongside such an
experienced and talented team with
such high professional standards. I
consider myself lucky to have spent
my final 12 years in real estate as part
of the best company in the business -
Burgdorff ERA.”

“Jean’s leadership has been nothing
short of outstanding,” said Judy Reeves,
President of Burgodrff ERA. “By cre-
ating a cohesive, well-supported team,
Jean established the Westfield office as
a market and industry model for suc-
cessful management. Her ability to
clearly guide the sales associates in
Westfield and to epitomize the
Burgdorff standard for excellence is
legendary in our company as well as
our industry.”

*  *  *  *  *
WESTFIELD — The Burgdorff ERA

Westfield office was recently honored
with the company’s monthly office pro-
duction award.

The Westfield office earned the honor
based on unit production in September.

“The sales associates at the Westfield
office are leaders in the New Jersey
real estate market,” said Judith Sagan,
Vice President and Manager of the
Burgdorff ERA Westfield Office. “They
provide sophisticated, state-of-the-art
service to every client, and offer a level
of customer service exceeding real es-
tate industry standards. I am proud to
be a part of this talented team of profes-
sionals.”

“The Westfield office of Burgdorff
ERA has continually set itself apart
from its competition, and their perfor-
mance is continuing to widen this gap,”
said Burgdorff ERA President Judy
Reeves.
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Music Corner
A Review of Local Concerts

David Palladino�s

Audience Goes the Way
Of Flutist James Gallway

By DAVID PALLADINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW BRUNSWICK — Flute force
James Gallway was on hand at the
State Theater in New Brunswick this
past weekend performing with world
renowned orchestra Orpheus. The
highlight of the evening, Gallway pro-
ceeded to enthrall the capacity audi-
ence with his unique presence and
musical talent.

Clad in purple shirt, lavender
bow-tie and long blue evening
jacket, Gallway presented a diver-
sity of musical genres, all of which
seemed to fit perfectly on his dia-
mond and ruby studded, golden
flute.

Well-chosen repertoire included an
all French lineup of Le Tombeau de
Couperin by Maruice Ravel; the Con-
certo for Flute and Orchestra by Jacques
Ibert; the Fantasie for Flute and Or-
chestra by Gabriel Fauré; and finally
the Symphony in C Major by Georges
Bizet.

The virtuoso group Orpheus, cel-
ebrating their 28th season, is recog-
nized clearly as one of the world’s
great ensembles. Their centerpiece
consists of a concert series in Carnegie
Hall. The ensemble was formed back
in 1972 by cellist Julian Fifer and a
group of fellow musicians who as-
pired to perform orchestral repertoire
as chamber music, without a conduc-
tor.

This collection of high-level talent
provided not only virtuostic interpre-
tations of the pieces which they of-
fered as an ensemble, but also pro-
vided the perfect accompaniment to
Gallway. The concert opened with the
four light sections of Le Tombeau de
Couperin which was written after
World War I by Ravel to commemo-
rate French soldiers who perished in
the conflagration. Each movement
was dedicated to an acquaintance
who had been killed on the battlefield.

The dynamic control of Orpheus is
immediately apparent. Sound pro-
duced by the two String Bass players
was particularly extraordinary. The
plain, solid acoustical shell that the
State Theater of New Brunswick em-
ploys for orchestral performances pro-
duces a superior sounding board for
the orchestra.

While overall orchestral sound is
clearly excellent, an acoustical “cloud”
placed before the proscenium would
direct soloist’s sound outwards in-
stead of all upwards. This would
vastly serve improve soloist volume,
particularly when the sound reaches
the center orchestra area and balcony.

It is interesting to note that the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
in Newark employs the exact oppo-
site for orchestral performance: lower
end and particularly bass sound is
greatly reduced at NJPAC due to the
lack of solid background sounding
board for the orchestra.

However, they do employ a beau-
tiful acoustical “cloud” to capture and
direct a superior solo sound outwards.
If only the world were a perfect place.

Gallway produces a distinct sound
on his instrument. As opposed to the
more crystal clear, laser sound that
Americans are used to hearing from
our orchestra flute sections, Gallway’s
distinct sound plays heavily on the
more vibrato-laden, hoarse European
style of flute playing — where you can
almost hear “noise around the sound.”

He also possesses a killer lower end
sound, belting out bottom register
notes in full, round voice.

For his encore, Gallway performed
his signature Danny Boy, along with
the rousing 6/8 Brian Boru’s March,
well known not only to all Celts and
non-Celts throughout our region, but
throughout all the world, where his
talent is also recognized and admired.
His encores brought the audience to
their feet in a rousing cheer of ap-
plause for both Gallway and Orpheus.

After Gallway’s departure, Orpheus
gave the audience a taste of what they
could do with the formidable Sym-
phony in C Major by Georges Bizet.
One can only be impressed with this
downsized, but fiery orchestra. Boast-
ing talent such as New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Concert Master Eric
Wyrick, can one expect a product less
than excellent?

The Bizet symphony is an absolute
masterpiece. And that’s no small feat
considering that it’s French. Bizet how-
ever, is one French composer who
was more influenced by the German
and Russian symphony genres.

One absolute danger with an or-
chestra that attempts to play without a
conductor, is the chance of ragged
attacks and releases. The conductor
serves as master unifier for any given
piece and provides a central focal
point not only for the musicians but
also for musical interpretation.

While Orpheus almost always
handles this passing around of melo-
dies very well, and, admirably at-
tempts to let each section “do it’s
thing,” sometimes there are sec-
tions in the music that absolutely
require a conductor. This infelicity
plagued the orchestra on several
occasions.

For example, the full orchestra
plays the opening chords of the
second movement — Adagio. Since
there was no conductor’s baton to
follow for the attack, the entrance
was a bit ragged, as well as the
release. We’re only talking a bit
here though.

In any case, it is always exciting
and interesting to hear the indi-
vidual sections speaking for them-

selves. A highly successful concert
at a gem of a hall, the State Theater
of New Brunswick.

POPCORN�

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
By Michael S. Goldberger

Unbreakable
Suffers A Few Slight Fractures

2 & 1/2 popcorns
Probably the most unfair question you

could ask about Unbreakable, writer-
director M. Night Shyamalan’s latest film,
is “Is it as good as his 1999 runaway hit
thriller, The Sixth Sense? Nope, it’s not as
good.

Am I trying to compare apples and
oranges? Nah. It’s more like tangerines
and oranges. Truth be told, there are
similarities in tone and temper. Though
this tale about the sole survivor (Bruce
Willis) of a train wreck also has an O.
Henry ending that’s bound to throw you,
in addition to a host of mystical inferences
to ponder, those incorrectly expecting a
Sixth Sense II will be disappointed.

Still, Unbreakable has its own positive
attributes to recommend it. It has a nifty
premise and once it gets going, the going
gets good....provided you’re not a stickler
for logical agreement in your supernatu-
ral suspense yarns. Plus, Willis is aboard
again, though not as a psychiatrist this go-
round. Younger viewers not familiar with
his earlier efforts will soon refer to him as
“that guy who stars in those strange
movies.”

No one stares blankly into the distance
better than Willis. In this offering, he is
David Dunn, husband, father, university
security guard and, alas, tortured soul.

Something doesn’t quite feel right for
Dunn. It never has, come to think of it.
Too much remains unexplained to him,
like how he’s able to bench lift 350
pounds. Inexplicability has taken its toll
on his marriage and hobbled the relation-
ship with his son. But the citizen of
Philadelphia just can’t seem to put his
finger on what it is. And the world class
uneasiness has just recently increased
following his miraculous, opening scene
survival.

But here comes the turning point.
Enters Samuel Jackson as comic book

maven/art gallery impresario Elijah Price.
An emotional product of the fanciful
periodicals he has made his life’s work,
his every pronouncement brims of high
drama. His presence makes you imagine
he has a different cape for every occa-
sion. But what’s with that Elijah name?
Should we be listening for prophecy?
Maybe. Maybe not.

Reading of Dunn’s great escape, Elijah
visits the security guard and puts a bee in
his bonnet. When was the last time Dunn
was sick? Is it possible his unscathed exit
from the smoldering devastation wasn’t
simply a statistical fluke?

Elijah, who suffers from a rare, brittle
bone disease that often renders him
disabled, has a theory. But Dunn isn’t
buying. Willis’ peer toward the horizon
grows more pronounced. Drawing his
thesis from classical philosophy and comic
book lore, Elijah presses on.

Cineastes are always hoping to resur-
rect Hitchcock in another director’s body.
It was probably the “Master” himself who
originally gave them the notion that they
might be able to do so someday. Hence,
whenever a bright new talent reveals an
instinct for the artfully suspenseful, there

are those hopeful folk who are quick to
bandy about adjectives like Hitchcockian
and Hitchcockesque.

Thus, the mantle of heir apparent was
briefly adorned on Brian De Palma (Car-
rie, Dressed to Kill) in the late 70s and early
80s. But then he directed Joe Piscopo in
Wise Guys (1986), a mediocre gangster
send-up, and the complimentary com-
parisons were quickly withdrawn. Now
some among the cognoscenti are touting
Shyamalan for the title, both an honor
and a curse. And to a degree, it fits.

While De Palma’s highly stylized ef-
forts were actually homages to Hitch’s
work, Shyamalan’s rather burnt offerings
are, whether intentional or otherwise,
much more in keeping with the spirit of
the late director’s movies. Strong manipu-
lation is administered with kid gloves.
Attention is commanded. You’re going
on a cinematic journey into the un-
known. You may even have to walk a
suspenseful plank or two. That’s the thrill
of it.

Unfortunately, Shyamalan isn’t able to
weave this web with complete consis-
tency. Just as in the comic book mythol-
ogy his character Elijah reveres, a suspen-
sion of disbelief must be fostered if one
is to buy in to Unbreakable completely. A
leap of faith factor is required. It’s one
thing if you are an adolescent under the
covers with a flashlight reading your
favorite crime fighting superhero. The
screen experience demands some more
plausibility.

None of this is to say that the director’s
semi-haunting exploration into the depths
of human strength and weakness is an
exercise in smoke and mirrors. Granted, it’s
doubtful the drama at the core of the effort
will win any awards. Still, just like in a
Hitchcock movie, there is a real story at the
crux of all the supernatural conjecture —
just enough substance to balance the booga-
booga and warrant some consideration of
its own. There may even be a savvy
metaphor in the Dunn family’s inability to
understand the crisis enfolding it.

Though they don’t discuss it directly,
life is on hold while all those concerned
wait for Dad to sort out his identity issues.
Sadly telling, Robin Wright as Audrey
Dunn bears the instilled guilt of the
innocent wife who, despite all evidence
to the contrary, wonders if she’s the cause
of her husband’s despondency. And the
same uncertainty suffuses Joseph (Spen-
cer Treat Clark), the idolizing son kept at
arm’s length.

Shyamalan mixes all these elements
with thought-provoking panache. But he
omits a key ingredient. Intent on keeping
the audience at seat’s edge, his screen-
play neglects to incorporate the comic
relief that turns suspense yarns into bona
fide roller coaster rides. Just a dollop of
glib cynicism might have made Unbreak-
able a much more durable entertainment.

*  *  *  *  *
Unbreakable, rated PG-13, is directed

by M. Night Shyamalan and stars Bruce
Willis, Samuel L. Jackson and Robin
Wright. Running time: 106 minutes.

ARTIST  OF THE WEEK

Norman Lear
(1922-      )

By MICHELLE H. LEPOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Certain television programs have
actually shaped society. Some have
fought racism like “All In the Fam-
ily.” Some have forced us to change
our attitudes, like “The Jeffersons”
and “Sanford and Son.” Others intro-
duced then-delicate topics, like di-
vorce and the single mother in “One
Day At a Time.” All of these
groundbreaking shows were pro-
duced by Norman Milton Lear.

Born in New Haven, Ct., Lear left
Emerson College in Boston for the
military, where he served in World
War II. After earning his stripes, Lear
composed material on a freelance
basis for a public relations firm, writ-
ing for comedians in New York City.
It wasn’t until the early 50s, that the
producer and screenwriter caught
the Hollywood bug.

NBC launched the career of Lear.
He served as writer and co-producer
of “The Martha Raye Show,” before
collaborating with fellow producer
Bud Yorkin. The duo hammered out
several television movies.

Lear was quite the rebel in his day —
a time when American audiences did
not want to broach the taboo topics of
sexuality, racism and dysfunctional
families. Forging ahead, Lear forced
the issues into the living rooms of
families during the 1970s, creating a
changing tidal wave of controversy,
slow acceptance and social change.

When the 1980s arrived, Lear hung
up his “producer hat” to pursue poli-
tics and business. Inducted into the
Television Academy Hall of Fame in
1984, Lear’s resume will always be
embossed with several Emmy
Awards and achievements.

Perhaps the most important, how-
ever, is Lear’s contribution to society
through the medium of television.
Something even Aaron Spelling can’t
duplicate!

The cast of “Good Times,” a televi-
sion program created by producer
Norman Lear defied stereotypes
enforced by society during the 70s.

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) will present its children’s show,
the childrens theatre production of Cinderella
on Saturday and Sunday, December 9 and
10. Performances will be held on December
9 at 10:30 a.m. and 1 and 3:30 p.m. Decem-
ber 10 performances are slated for 1 and 3:30
p.m. Children’s tickets are $5. Adult tickets
are $7. Senior citizens are $5. Tickets may be
reserved by calling the box office at (908)
276-7611. CDC is located at 78 Winans
Avenue, off Centennial Avenue.

Holiday Happenings

FANWOOD – Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Tiny Tim Fund will host its Tiny Tim Carol
Night on Monday, December 11, from 4
to 9 p.m. Please leave porch lights on from
4 to 9 p.m. Donations will benefit the Tiny
Tim Fund which provides financial assis-
tance to children in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains who are in need of medical care and
cannot afford it.   To join a band of carolers
or form a group of your own, please call
Mari McDevitt at (908) 233-6513 or Anne
O’Brien at (908) 756-3079. To make a
contribution, please send to: The Tiny
Tim Fund, P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, 07023.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Torn Curtain
Productions of Scotch Plains will present a
musical on the events of Christmas through
the eyes of angels in From Heaven’s Throne
at Evangel Church in Scotch Plains. Perfor-
mance dates are Friday and Saturday,
December 15 and 16, and Thursday and
Friday, December 21 and 22. Interpretation
of the Deaf will be available. Doors will
open at 7 p.m. with a curtain time of 7:30
p.m. Evangel Church is located at 1251
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. For more
information, please call (908) 322-9300 or
visit www.evangelchurch.comfor directions
and dates.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department, the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad and the Fanwood Policemen’s
Benevolent Association Local No. 123
will help Santa deliver gifts to Fanwood
residents on Saturday, December 23.
Santa is expected to arrive at approxi-
mately 12 p.m. and will be taking the
same routes as in previous years. Gifts
should be no larger than 12-inches by 12-
inches by 12-inches. All gifts must be
individually labeled with the child’s name
and address. Secure multiple gifts for the
same address together. Gifts will be
accepted at Fanwood Police Headquar-
ters from Monday, December 11, to
Thursday, December 21. No late gifts will
be accepted. For more information, please
call the Fanwood Police Department at
(908) 322-5000.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts will hold a benefit concert
on Friday, December 8, at the David Brearley
High School, 401 Monroe Street, Kenilworth.
The concert will commence at 8 p.m. and
tickets may be purchased in advance or at
the door for the price of $5 for adults and $3
for students and seniors. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 789-9696.

Theatre

WESTFIELD – Members of the Musical
Club of Westfield will perform at an after-
noon recital on Wednesday, December 13,
at 1 p.m. at First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield. The program will feature
instrumental and vocal music, including
music of the holiday season. For more
information, please call (908) 241-6210. To
become an active or associate member of the
Musical Club, please call (908) 232-2173.

WESTFIELD – A candlelight proces-
sional with the Chancel Choir will lead the
annual Candlelight Carol Service at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Sun-
day, December 10, at 7:30 p.m. in the
church Sanctuary located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. The Chancel Handbell Choir will
perform prelude music at 7:15 p.m. An
offering will be received. Musical Director
James Simms, who will retire at the end of
December, will make his final appearance
at this concert. He initiated the Sunday
Serenade Series.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Public
Schools Childrens Chorus, with children
from all of the town schools, will again
perform at Roosevelt Intermediate School
on Saturday, December 9, at 8 p.m. The
children will sing two sections of the
concert and also join with the Glee Club
in two selections, “Light Your Christmas”
and “Little Drummer Boy.” The Glee
Club will perform a second concert on
Sunday, December 10, at 4 p.m. at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Director Thomas Booth
will perform seasonal selections and play
numbers requested by the audience.
Tickets for either concert are available
from Glee Club members and also at the
door for a donation of $10 for seniors and
students and $12 for general admission.
For more information, please call Dale
Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

Music

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Band and the Edison Intermediate
School Broadway Singers will present the
11th Annual Holiday Concert, sponsored
by the Westfield Recreation Commission.
The concert will take place Wednesday,
December 13, at 8 p.m. in the auditorium
of Edison Intermediate. Classical holiday
favorites will be featured.

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art Soci-
ety of New Jersey, Inc. will host its annual
Messiah Community Sing on Friday, De-
cember 15, at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield. Audi-
ence members are invited to bring scores
and join in the singing of both chorus and
solo sections or simply come to listen.
Admission is $10. For tickets or further
information, please call (908) 654-3260.

Calendar
of Events

1199 Raritan Rd, Clark
Corner of Central Avenue

732-396-3700
Visit us on the web www.tarantellas.com

“Let Chef Michael Cook for You!”
All orders are prepared with fresh ingredients

We prepare large orders for large eaters
and small orders for mall eaters.

Children�s Menu Available  � Full Service Bar

The Holidays are Upon Us... Call Tarantella�s
and ask for our Holiday and Office Party Menu.

�Order Early� for all your Holiday Trays

“Using Old World style, the freshest herbs and finest ingredients,
Tarantella's Restaurant in Clark creates Italian dishes just as your
mother would make them. Guaranteed to delight every palate, the
endless menu at Tarantella's offers plentiful portions abound with
robust and authentic Italian flavor.”

-- Michelle H. LePoidevin The Westfield Leader

DECEMBER 10: RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS MASS IN G
Anthems of the season and Vaughan Williams’ a cappella Mass with
Chorale Youth Choir and soloists.

JANUARY 28: QUARTETS!
Two quartets – Augmented Four and Calvary’s own professional
singers – sing opera, jazz, etc.

FEBRUARY 25: MADJAZZ
The a capella ensemble returns, performing madrigals, jazz and
everything in between.

MARCH 18: HANDEL MESSIAH
James S. Little conducts the Chorale and Central Presbyterian Motet
Choir in a combined concert at Central Presbyterian Church in
Summit.

APRIL 29: DUAL KEYBOARDS
Kathleen Healy-Wedsworth and James S. Little in their SIXTH annual
four-hands tour de force.

MAY 20: REQUIEM AND REJOICE IN THE LAMB
John Rutter’s “Requiem” and Benjamin Britten’s “Rejoice in the
Lamb.”

2 0 0 0  -  2 0 0 1 S e a s o n

(908) 277-1547 • CECSummit@aol.com
31 Woodland Avenue • Summit

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, Department of State, through a grant administered
by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

All CONCERTS ARE SUNDAYS AT 4 P.M.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

Nutcracker
will be great for the future of the arts
in New Jersey. We have witnessed the
combining of deft talent from several
genres: Music, Dance, Art — all hail-
ing from our great state.

Let us truly rejoice in this holiday
season and give thanks to the initia-
tive and creation of the NJPAC, which
will be the catalyst for the Renaissance
of Newark, the heart of New Jersey.
The NJPAC has in fact, sparked the fire
of a new beginning for New Jersey
arts and has already without a doubt,
become the greatest focal point for all
of the performing arts in all New
Jersey.
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Pen and Ink
One Benefit from This Election Mess:
Saturday Night Live Came Back to Life
Saturday Night Live (SNL) lost a few heavy-hitting comedians

before this season began. The departures of giddy Cheri Oteri,
“Ladies’ Man” Tim Meadows, and the ever-clever Colin Quinn,
forced viewers to wonder if the television staple was taking
a nose dive. So, why the sudden turn around and ratings
surge?

This Presidential Election fiasco. That’s what hap-
pened.

Networks like MSNBC and CBS gobbled up the
parodies of SNL cast members Will
Ferrell (a.k.a. George Bush) and Darrell
Hammond (Al Gore) with glee. Katie
Couric and Tim Russert from NBC held
their stomachs with hysteria. MSNBC
tried to break the tension with a recent
compilation entitled, “The Jokes On Us,”
which included the SNL jokesters.

Perhaps the most comedic parody was
a few weeks ago when Ferrell and
Hammond joked, “We’re both gonna be President.” They must
have read our minds. Then, the doomed duo partook of a play
on “The Odd Couple.” Gore tried to sign an important White
House document while Bush used it as an ashtray. Between
Gore’s slow-speaking tone which comes off like a kindergarten
teacher showing his students how to use safety scissors and
Bush’s penchant for inventing his own vocabulary – these
candidates have no where to run or hide.

SNL has its awkward moments (okay, seasons) of silence. But,
this is not one of them. The program, the lifeblood of its creator
Lorne Michaels, gets my round of applause and thanks for taking
what has been a Comedy of Countless Errors and turned it into
something laughable. It’s true. Laughter is the best medicine and
SNL has handled it well.

Illustration by
Michelle H. LePoidevin

Kerrianne Spellman Cort for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORDSMITHS…Poets featured in Exit 13, an annual poetry compilation
published by Fanwood’s Tom Plante, convened at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center in the borough last week. Readings by proud poets
were offered to an appreciative audience. Pictured, left to right, are:
Kathe L. Palka, Adele Kenny Ed Smith, Jessica G. de Koninck, Clay
Waters, Mr. Plante’s daughter, Kerry Plante, and Mr. Plante.

Writers Revel
In Poetic License

At Gathering
By KERRIANNE SPELLMAN CORT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Words were
flying this past Sunday at The
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center in Fanwood. The
words of poets, that is.

Fanwood resident Tom
Plante, along with several of
his published bards, gathered
together to celebrate the pub-
lication of the ninth edition
of Exit 13, a poetry journal
that Mr. Plante publishes an-
nually.

Fanwood resident Adele
Kenny was also on board as
several of the featured writers
treated the audience to read-
ings of the work that is cur-
rently showcased in the jour-
nal. It was a lovely, enriching
afternoon honoring the
unique anthology and the lit-
erary talent that readers are
sure to find on its pages.

Exit 13 has been a labor of
love for Mr. Plante who be-
gan the project in 1987, nam-
ing the publication after an
exit on the nearby New Jersey
Turnpike.

Several years and many
changes later, Exit 13 is still
going strong and the current
edition features the work of
46 poets, including 14 writers
from New Jersey.

In a recent article in The
Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, I mentioned that I
was very impressed with the
work that is featured in the
journal. The gathering on
Sunday afternoon was yet an-
other confirmation of the tal-
ent and imagination featured
in Exit 13.

New Jersey poets, Clay Wa-
ters, Ed Smith, Jessica G. de
Koninck, and Kathe L. Palka
joined Ms. Kenny and Mr.
Plante as they celebrated their
work.

Ms. Kenny read her en-
chanting, “Looking for a
Place,” and Mr. Plante recited
his touching, “Care to Dance?”
(which accompanied The
Leader/Times article. I thor-
oughly enjoyed the poems of
the other four New Jersey
writers, particularly, “Passen-
ger Pigeon,” by Clay Waters.
All of the work that was read
was original, refreshing and
poignant.

After attending the festivi-
ties on Sunday, I am truly
looking forward to the up-
coming Carriage House Po-
etry Reading Series at the Cul-
tural Arts Center, and I will
certainly be on the lookout
for the next issue of Exit 13.

Interested writers can sub-
mit their work to Exit 13 Maga-
zine, P.O. Box 423, Fanwood,
07023-1162. Copies of the an-
nual are also available at this
address for $6.50 each.

Mezzogiorno
450 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains
Telephone: (908) 490-1200
Bring your own wine
Price Range: Moderate
Hours: Mon.-Thurs.: 11 a.m. -

   9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sat.: 11 a.m. -
  10:30 p.m.; Sun.: 4 - 10 p.m.

Dress: Casual
Reservations: Not necessary

By BILL BURT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —
“Mezzogiorno” refers to the
agrarian regions of Southern Italy
from Campania down to Sicily.
The term comes from the fact
that by noon (mezzogiorno), the
sun is too intense for outdoor
work and the day’s labors are
concluded.

Traditionally, this is the time
for the main meal. Because of this,
great care and attention is paid to
food preparation. Mezzogiorno cook-
ing is, above all else, abundant,
unpretentious, and prepared with
great care.

Italians have seven different terms
to describe their restaurants:
ristorante; trattoria; osteria; tavola
calda; pizzeria; gelateria; pasticceria;
and bar. In this country, it’s difficult
to specialize and so, a trattoria may
actually be a combination of all of
these, as with Mezzogiorno at 450
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Mezzogiorno’s dining room is com-
fortable although too large. In true
Italian style, the walls are done in a
soothing brick-colored stucco
veneziano and Italian music wafts
through the sound system for effect.
However, despite the soothing color
of the walls and the simplicity of the
table settings, the glaring lights from
a display case at the coffee bar area
spoiled the total experience.

The menu is a typical Italian one,
with antipasti, soups, pastas, secondi
(main courses) and insalate/cotorne
(vegetables and salads). It has repre-
sentative dishes from the various
regions that make up that area of
Italy with appetizers like “frutti di
mare,” and traditional antipasto-type
arrangements such as one they call
“Salerno Combo.”

Hot appetizers include caponata
di mama, a sort of Southern Italian
ratatouille, Parmegiana di melanzane
(eggplant) and, of course, fried
calamari.

Pastas consist of standards like
spaghetti puttanesca, primavera and
carbonara. There are also some
homemade specialties such as their

ravioli stuffed either with mushrooms
or lobster. Among the secondi are
the typical dishes one might eat at an
Italian home such as bracciola and
veal Marsala with mushrooms.

Southern Italian reverence for sea-
food is legendary and Mezzogiorno
offers uncomplicated typical sea-
food dishes including scampi, octo-
pus, and skewered shrimps.

Our antipasti were Calamari Fritti
and the Salerno Combo. The calamari

w e r e
pounded to a nice not-too-chewy
texture and golden fried to a nice
delicate crunch, which is the way
calamari should be prepared.
Frankly, we should have just
squeezed lemon over it and done
without the marinara sauce that ac-
companied.

The Salerno combo included
soppresata, a tasty salami, mortadella,
a pistachio-infused sausage and
pieces of good sharp provolone
cheese. This “combo” for me was a
perfect mini-antipasto.

Mezzogiorno’s pastas are excel-
lent and each dish is enough for a
complete meal by itself. In Italy,
pasta would be a separate, smaller
course but we do eat differently in
America. With this in mind, we shared
a serving of spaghetti alla carbonara.
The pasta itself was cooked to a
faultless al dente, which preserved
the full flavor of the pasta. Carbonara
sauce is normally heavy, creamy and
smothering but at Mezzogiorno it
was light and coated the noodles
while still conveying that hearty
carbonara flavor.

The entrees weren’t nearly as good.
I had filetto di pesce lesso, a poached
sole with an extra-virgin olive oil,
lemon and garlic dressing and my
partner had Pollo alla Milanese, a
fried chicken cutlet served with lemon
wedges on a bed of tricolor salad.

My fish needed more zip. The
problem was that the dressing was
too subtle for the blandness of the
sole, producing no balance of fla-
vors. This dish might fare better with
sea bass. The Pollo alla Milanese was
adequate and the portion was huge,
which I imagine was another nod to
the American dining habits.

Desserts were disappointing. Most
of their desserts are from the world
famous Bindi of Milan, but desserts
at Mezzogiorno seemed to be an
after-thought. This could be devel-
oped quite a bit more.

Service was slow and spotty. Our
waitress virtually disappeared after
taking the order. A young girl –
presumably a relative of manage-
ment – then nervously served our
courses. When dinner was finished,
the service almost disappeared and
we literally had to flag the waitress
down to get our check. It was not a
busy evening.

I have eaten in many Italian-Ameri-
can homes and traveled in the beau-
tiful Mezzogiorno of Italy and so,
have a keen appreciation of what
the cuisine should be like.
Mezzogiorno attempts to bring the
warmth and “abbondanza” that typi-
fies a good Southern Italian meal
and I give them an “A” for effort and
sincerity.

There is, however, room for im-
provement.

1/2 chef

Brie With Nuts and Fruit

Slice brie in half to form two rounds. Press half of
pecans into one round. Chop orange in food pro-
cessor, adding cranberries, sugar, orange juice and
remaining pecans. Blend in processor. Spread mix-
ture over second round of brie. Cut each round into
wedges and serve with quality crackers or bread of
your choice.

2 lbs. brie 1 c. sugar
2 c. pecans, chopped 3 tbsp. orange juice
1 orange, peeled
1 lb. cranberries

The Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientThe Main IngredientEditor’s Note:
The A&E Editor will be on

vacation from Dec. 15-Dec.
22. Please submit your press
releases as early as possible
for the Dec. 21 issue. Thank
you for your attention.

Michelle H. LePoidevin

NEW JERSEY�S OLDEST
COMMUNITY THEATER
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Saturday, December 9
10:30am • 1:00pm • 3:30pm

Sunday, December 10
1:00pm • 3:30pm

$7 Adults / $5 Children Under 13 & Seniors

Cinderella

The Cranford Dramatic Club
Proudly Presents...

CHILDREN ’S THEATRE

A musical based on the fairy tale
by Charles Perrault

Adaptation and Lyrics by Jim Eiler
Music by Jim Eiler and Jeanne Bargy

Free lighted on-site parking

Box Office (908) 276-7611
to reserve your tickets!

Mastercard and Visa accepted

Nutcracker
At NJPAC:

Extraordinary
By DAVID PALLADINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — Many of whom are
artistically great in New Jersey this
past weekend gathered at the New
Jersey Performing Art Center (NJPAC)
in Newark to enjoy a presentation of a
highly successful Nutcracker.

Graham Lustig, Director of the
American Repertory Ballet (ARB) and
Princeton Ballet School teamed up
with the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra (NJSO), guest conducted by
Michael Pratt to offer what will surely
be known as one of the best Nutcrack-
ers of the holiday season.

The music, written by Russian mas-
ter Tchaikovsky provided the perfect
passionate background for Lustig’s
masterful dance choreography and
Zack Brown’s set and costume design.

The sheer dance talent on stage ran
rampant. Members from the Newark
Boys Chorus, directed by Donald C.
Morris; the Princeton Ballet School,
directed by Mary Pat Robertson; and
the School of the Garden State Ballet,
directed by Jody Jaron, were all on
hand.

The ARB is New Jersey’s premier
leading dance company. Designated
as a “Major Arts Institution” by the
state’s Council on the Arts, the com-
pany has received the highest of hon-
ors and awards over past years. The
Princeton Ballet School is in fact, their
official education arm.

Lustig, former Royal Ballet princi-
pal, came as Artistic Director to the
company last year. He has brought
with him his artistic excellence and
bounding energy which immediately
precipitated the highest levels of criti-
cal acclaim.

One needed only to be present to
recognize the power and majesty of
not only the individual dances but the
strength of the individual dancers.
Particularly strong key roles were per-
formed by Bat Abbit, whose roles
included the “wild child” at the house
party. Particularly nimble, Abbit en-
thralled the audience with his strong
comical performance.

Sean Mahoney from Pennsylvania
and partner performed a graceful, racy,
almost heart-stopping Arabian Dance
that will not soon be forgotten by
many.

The fantastic set included a mix of
modern furnishings and set designs,
and period costumes circa early 1900’s.
Brown’s costumes were magnificent.
Highlights included the “snowballs,”
“bonbons,” “Christmas candy,” “Ara-
bian man, woman and attendants,”
and “flowers.”

Lustig wrote, “After listening long
and hard to the brilliant score, I have
developed ideas that both serve to tell
the story of the Nutcracker for today’s
audiences while creating a vehicle for
the wonderful dancers of the ARB.
About 15 months ago, I began collabo-
rating with a set and costume de-
signer, the very talented Zack Brown
and brought him to my research file
containing images of architecture, in-
terior design, paintings and fashion of
the period. Portraits by Gustav Klimt
were influential in deciding much of
the ‘look’ and, wanting to save satu-
rated color for the magical kingdom of
Act II, we chose a more subtle palette
for Act I.”

The NJSO provided a smooth, pas-
sionate and straight-forward
Tchaikovsky which served to under-
score the enthusiastic and exciting
choreography of the dances.
Tchaikovsky’s music also leaves no
doubt as to the intentions of the com-
poser. Both bridled, cutting edge ten-
sion and powerful release, his music is
pure perfection. Not only consisting of
this clear conveyance of intention, but
of technical orchestration as well. Of
particular note were solos from Princi-
pal horn Valkyrie Lucinda-Lewis.

This Nutcracker will no doubt live
on as a watershed to all that can and

Continued on Page 23


