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Parents Rap Superintendent Foley on Large
Classes For Franklin School Third Graders

By LAWRENCE HENRY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At Tuesday night’s regular school
board meeting, Westfield School
Superintendent Dr. William J. Foley
came in for some sharp reaction to
his decision to max out class sizes in
the third grade at Franklin Elemen-
tary School and in the fourth grade at
Jefferson Elementary School. Criti-
cism came from Board Members
Annmarie Puleio and Eileen Satkin,
and from three Franklin parents,
Sharon Maher, Diane Bakst, and a
man who asked not to be named.

Board policy sets class size at 18-
25 students. If, because of unfore-
seen enrollments, a class increases
over 25, the policy states that a
teacher’s aide will be hired.

Board President Darielle Walsh
and Dr. Foley pointed out that, dis-
trict-wide, average class sizes are
smaller this year than ever. “But if
you want to maintain the neighbor-
hood schools concept,” Dr. Foley
said, “there are pockets where you
will have larger classes.”

Ms. Puleio and Ms. Satkin seemed
extremely uncomfortable with any

class reaching the maximum size
allowed by board policy — a policy
the board itself had set, as Dr. Foley
pointed out.

“What does the policy mean to
you?” Dr. Foley asked, in a telling
exchange, addressing the question to
all board members.

Ms. Puleio called classes of 25
students “pushing it.”

Board Member William Wallace
said he supported the policy, and that
“25 is just as valid a number as 18.”

The parents were definitely un-
happy. As a group, they said that this
particular class — last year’s second
grade, this year’s third grade at
Franklin — were being “damaged”
by attending school in larger classes.
They worried that the situation would

continue “all the way through high
school.” They pushed for the district
to hire a new teacher and create one
more third grade class at Franklin
School.

Dr. Foley said he had made his best
estimate of class sizes in the spring,
when he still had time to hire teach-
ers. “We’ve hired 62 teachers this
year,” he said. “Did you see last
Sunday’s Star-Ledger? There were
seven pages of ads for teachers.”

Dr. Foley took the view that good,
experienced teachers made the most
difference in education, not just class
size.

“You can’t hire a teacher on Au-
gust 31,” he insisted. “You won’t get
a first string teacher” hiring a new

Storm Knocks Out Power,
Floods Intersections, Yards
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Sunday night’s ear-splitting thun-
der and lightning storm dumped more
than 3.7 inches of rain in three hours
on parts of Union County, flooded
roadways and caused power outages
in parts of Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Severe lightning
pounded the area between 7 p.m. and
10 p.m., downing trees and power
lines and knocking out traffic lights.

Joey Anderson, spokesman for
PSE&G reported that over 3,000
customers from Union and Somerset
Counties were without power for
varying lengths of time during and
after the storm.

Explosive lightning strikes knocked
out three transformers and downed a
main wire on the corner of Farley
Avenue and East Second Street in
Scotch Plains. Firemen dressed in
protective gear blocked off the inter-
section, while PSE&G workers dis-
connected power to the 13,000-volt
line. Residents in a six-block radius
were left without power for several
hours, while 40 customers along Farley
Avenue were without power from 8
p.m. until 1 p.m. Monday afternoon.

Captain Daniel Kelly of the
Westfield Fire Department reported

12 storm-related calls, including four
houses struck by lightning. Downed
power lines on Embree Crescent and
East Broad Street caused neighbor-
hood for several hours.

The Fire Department also helped
several residents pump water from
their basements.

Severe flooding at the Crossway
Place underpass, recently re-opened
after extensive renovations, almost
completely submerged one vehicle,
according to Lt. Robert Compton of
the Westfield Police Department. Ve-
hicles on Lambert’s Mill Road and
Rahway Avenue were also badly
flooded.

Lt. Compton reported that a tree
fell on a car on Coolidge Street and
that the traffic light at Springfield
Avenue and East Broad Street was
knocked out for several hours.

“Numerous residents were left with-
out power due to five or six transform-
ers getting hit,” Lt. Compton said.
The police also responded to a few
alarms set off by the storm.

Flooded intersections in parts of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood were
barricaded and motorists were re-
routed as the already-soaked ground
could hold no more. Park Avenue
between Mountain Avenue and Route

22 was blocked off, while parts of
North Avenue, Westfield Road,
Watson Road and Hunter Avenue in
Fanwood were also barricaded due
to flooding.

A large tree that fell across
Glenside Avenue was removed Mon-
day morning and fallen trees knocked
down power lines in Farley Park and
on Mountain Avenue.

Department of Public Works crews
from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
were out cleaning up large debris on
Monday morning. Crews from
PSE&G and Verizon surveyed the
area for downed lines.

Route 22 in Westfield and Scotch
Plains was backed up between 7:30
p.m. and 10 p.m. due to flooding and
mud slides near the large construc-
tion site on the highway in North
Plainfield.

Motorists who went to the
Westfield Motor Vehicle Inspection
Station on Monday were turned away
and told that the station was “water
logged” from the storm.

The inspection station, located on
Coolidge Street, resumed inspections
on Tuesday. They are doing inspec-
tions by appointments only in an
attempt to streamline the process.

Scotch Plains Department of Pub-
lic Works Director Walter Dinizo
said Scotch Plains residents can save
their yard debris for the upcoming
yard pick-up day scheduled for Sep-
tember 18. Shrubs and branches, but
not stumps, will be taken.

Mr. Dinizo urged residents to wait
until that week to place the debris at
the curb. Branches and shrubs must
be four feet or less, so as not to
damage the town’s equipment.

Westfield residents are advised to
place their yard debris at the curb
and Public Works crews will pick it
up if the debris is from a town tree.
Residents may also call the town to
have the debris picked up.

Yard waste on private property may
be taken to the town’s Conservation
Center on Lamberts Mill Road. Per-
mits may be purchased from the town
for use of the facility.

Fanwood yard debris pick up is
scheduled for the first two weeks in
September. Residents are advised to
check their bulletins for which week
will cover their section of town.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
GREAT DAY FOR A PICNIC…At Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside, there is always a perfect spot to have a picnic. Pictured, above,
youngsters sip juice and munch on sandwiches while two friends catch up on
current events.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
JUST HANGING AROUND…Before the summer comes to a close, Ben Ellis got
in one last slide down a playground pole at Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader
CLEANING UP THE MESS…Public Works employees in a nearby town were quick to clear away limbs and trunks of
trees which tumbled and damaged property during Sunday’s severe rain storm. Meanwhile, pictured below, this
automobile in Scotch Plains felt the wrath of Sunday’s rain storm when it became dented and marred by a nearby tree.

Police Chiefs Association Assists Town of Westfield
In Interviewing Candidates for Job at Police Dept.

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

 As part of the search for a suc-
cessor to Westfield Police Chief
Anthony J. Scutti, the town sought
the services of the two members of
the International Association of
Chiefs of Police (IACP), an Alex-
andria, Va.-based organization.

Town Administrator Thomas B.
Shannon said that it is not uncom-
mon for towns to seek advice from
outside organizations in such mat-
ters.

Mr. Shannon said that the IACP
conducted an assessment of the com-
mand capabilities of the candidates.

The assessment, he said, “con-
sisted of a series of situational tests
and role-playing scenarios.” These
were then evaluated by the two
police chiefs from the association.

Mr. Shannon called the services

provided by the IACP “a great as-
set.” He said it was invaluable to
the town to have the advice of these
two highly qualified police chiefs.

In informal conversations,
Westfield police officers told The
Westfield Leader that they entirely
supported the interviewing process.

Mr. Shannon told the paper at
press time that he expects to make
a confidential  recommendation to
the Town Council early next week.
The two candidates are Captain
Clifford Auchter and Captain Ber-
nard Tracey.

Kim Kohlhepp of the IACP told
The Leader that the IACP helps
towns all across the country in these
kinds of matters.

The IACP, Mr. Kohlhepp said,
“offers comprehensive services in-
cluding advertising and recruiting,”
so that a town could outsource a

search to the IACP.
The IACP was founded in 1893

and seeks to advance the science

and art of police services. It is the
world’s oldest and largest non-profit
organization of police executives.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Focus of Deck Discussions
Now on North Side Lots

The Town Council met last night
with its parking consultant to con-
tinue discussion of a comprehensive
parking plan for the downtown. The
meeting occurred after The Westfield
Leader went to press.

Consultant Rick Rich of Michi-
gan-based Rich and Associates, Inc.,
has recommended the town build
two parking decks – one on the South
Avenue train station parking lot and
the second on lot 1 on Prospect Street
next to Trader Joe’s lot. The north
side facility would be constructed
first.

The consultant has indicated that
future projections show a need for
414 spaces on the north side and 563
on the south side of town. Construc-

tion costs would range between $10
and $16 million per deck, based on
previous projections by Rich and
Associates.

The consultant has projected that a
facility utilizing both lots 1 and 8 on
Elm and Prospect Streets would hold
a capacity of between 626 and 826,
depending on whether the structure
is two or three tiered. Entry and exit
would be from Elm Street.

The consultant, however, has said
the biggest negative factor to con-
structing a deck on the site is the rush
hour traffic crunch at the East Broad
and Prospect Street intersection. Traf-
fic engineers measure the level of
service at intersections on a scale of
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WESTFIELD
POLICE

BLOTTER
MONDAY, AUGUST 21

• A resident of Settlers Lane re-
ported the theft of patio furniture
from the rear deck of her home.

• A manually-powered scooter,
valued at $200, was reported stolen
from the area of Prospect Street and
Stanmore Place.

• A bicycle valued at $160 was
reported stolen from the front porch
of a Sandra Circle residence.

• Police confirmed that a 1983
van was damaged as a result of
criminal mischief outside of Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway
Avenue.

The driver side window and both
side view mirrors were broken. In
addition, the two front headlights
were smashed.

Authorities said the van had also
been entered and the glove compart-
ment searched, although nothing was
reported missing.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23
• An unknown individual threw a

large rock through the front window
of a home in the 600 block of Willow
Grove Road.

• A Summit Avenue resident re-
ported that someone scratched the
entire length of both sides of her
vehicle in a rear parking lot in the
300 block of South Avenue.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24
• Latricia Cunningham, 24, of

Irvington was arrested on charges of
theft and hindering apprehension in
connection with a July 30 shoplift-
ing incident at a North Avenue store.
She was charged with hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly giving po-
lice a false name and date of birth at
the time of her arrest.

Cunningham, who was also
wanted on warrants from Paramus,
Springfield, Irvington and Wayne,
was being held on $9,500 bail. She
was turned over to the Union County
Jail.

• An Elm Street store reported
the theft of a video game system,
valued at $350, by someone using
false identification. Police said the
game system had not been recov-
ered.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25
• A Lawrence Avenue resident re-

ported that someone attempted to
use his identity to obtain a credit
card.

• Pasquale Lisa, 18, of Union
was arrested and charged with the
theft of approximately $1,500 in
cash from an Elm Street restaurant.
He was released on his own recog-
nizance.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26
• It was reported that someone

attempted to kick in the door of the
pool office at an East Broad Street
residential complex.

• A Rahway Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of two compact
disk players from her front lawn.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
• A Boulevard resident reported

that someone removed a decorative
wreath from his door and set it on fire
on his front porch.

• Various tools, valued at approxi-
mately $5,000, were reported stolen
from the premises of a North Av-
enue, East, company.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28
• A Cranford resident reported the

theft of her bicycle from the northside
Westfield train station.

• An Iselin resident told police
her pocketbook was stolen from a
local travel agency.

one this late, he said.
Dr. Foley promised to “go back

and look again” at the Franklin
class size issue. “I don’t make any
commitments,” he said. But he said
he would report on the Franklin
third grade at the next meeting.

The board has composed an “Ed
Spec,” an Educational Specifica-
tion of work to be done on the
expansion of Westfield High
School, which will submitted it to
the state Department of Education
in Trenton for review.

“We’re doing this just to get in
the queue” for state funding and
approval, noted Ms. Puleio. These
specifications will be reviewed,
commented on, and probably
changed, by the state, by the
Citizen’s Advisory Committee, and
by department chairs in the dis-
trict.

Board Secretary and Business
Administrator Robert A. Berman
said he is looking into ways to get
some state funding for the renova-
tion. Funds are now available un-
der a new state law, he said. “We
have been making phone calls as
late as this evening.”

The board still aims to move the
high school renovations to a refer-
endum by late this year, Dr. Foley
said.

Westfield Mayoral and Council
Candidates to Debate October 26

WESTFIELD — Westfield po-
litical party leaders, the Westfield
Area League of Women Voters
and The Westfield Leader newspa-
per have concluded schedule de-
tails for the annual Candidates
Forum to be held at 8 p.m. on
Thursday, October 26, at the
Roosevelt Intermediate School
auditorium.

The event is open to the public
and will be video taped for broad-
casting on TV 36.

Representing the candidates at
the scheduling meeting were Ken-
neth Rotter and Vic Trzesniowski,
representing for the Democrats and

Republicans, respectively. Merry
Wisler, President, and Margaret
Walker represented the League of
Women Voters and Horace R.
Corbin, Publisher, represented The
Leader.

The public is invited to submit
questions desired to be asked of
the candidates to The Leader be-
fore Friday, October 20, by fax to
(908) 232-0473 or by email at
press@goleader.com.

The Tuesday, November 7 elec-
tion this year in Westfield features
a race for Mayor and for Town
Council seats in each of Westfield’s
four wards.

Deborah Madison for The Westfield Leader
RESTORING POWER…Sunday’s rain storm left many local residents in the dark without electricity. These workers saw
to it that the power was restored before major inconveniences could set in.

Scotch Plains Woman, 25,
Found Murdered in Ark.

By MELISSA BETKOWSKI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Twenty-five-
year-old Kristin Ann Laurite of
Scotch Plains was excited about
driving to California in her yellow
1971 Volkswagen van, a trip she
had made before.

This time, she wouldn’t make it.
Miss Laurite’s naked body was

found Saturday night under a tree
on the banks of a pond 300 yards
north of a rest area on I-40 in
Morrilton, Ark. She had been

stabbed 10 times in the neck. An
autopsy showed no evidence of
sexual assault. She had apparently
been dead 12 to 24 hours before her
body was discovered.

Radio station KVOM-AM/FM in
Morrillton e-mailed The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood about the
murder.

Miss Laurite had stopped at the
rest area Friday evening, planning
to continue her journey to San Di-
ego to visit her aunt, Renee Frietat.
At 5 p.m. Saturday, truck driver
James Doran and his wife found
one of Miss Laurite’s two dogs
near the restrooms at the stop,
Conway County (Arkansas)
Sheriff ’s Department Detective
Cleve Keeling said.

With temperatures of over 100
degrees, the dog was visibly hot
and tired. The Dorans gave the dog
a dish of water. They found a tele-
phone number on the dog’s tags.
Mr. Doran called the number ask-
ing if anyone had lost the dog.

The call, Detective Keeling said,
was received by Lynne McCue,
Miss Laurite’s mother. Mrs. McCue
asked if Mr. Doran would look for
her daughter, describing for him
the van she was driving.

Mr. Doran located the van and
Miss Laurite’s other dog, police
said.

Mr. Doran called Mrs. McCue
again and told her Miss Laurite had
not been located. Mrs. McCue told
Mr. Doran that something must be
wrong. The dogs would be the key
to locating her daughter, Mrs.
McCue said.

The truck drivers called the state
police, who dispatched a trooper to
the area. At 7:30 p.m., a deputy

from the Conway County Sheriff’s
Department reached the scene. The
truck drivers decided to look for
Miss Laurite themselves.

Another truck driver, Brian Park,
and his wife, Sandra, heard the
dogs barking on the secluded pond
bank and discovered Miss Laurite’s
body at 8:04 p.m.

On Sunday morning, police be-
gan pumping the pond dry. The
Sheriff ’s Department plans to scan
the pond bottom with metal detec-
tors in hopes of finding the murder
weapon.

At press time, the police had
conducted interviews in Little Rock
and the FBI had processed Miss
Laurite’s van.

Detective Keeling said that po-
lice have no suspects and no mo-
tive at this time.

“That’s what makes this so hard,”
he said.

Police aren’t the only ones find-
ing Miss Laurite’s death hard to
fathom.

Norma Paige, Miss Laurite’s
guidance counselor at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, re-
membered the 1993 graduate as
“very quiet, very sweet” and a dedi-
cated student.

Randall Miller, General Manager
of Parker Greenhouse Farm and
Garden Center in Scotch Plains,
where Miss Laurite had been em-
ployed as a plant technician and
decorator, said, “she deserved all
the good things in life.” Instead,
she was “ripped away” before the
prime of her life.

“The flowers in heaven have a
new caretaker,” said Mr. Miller.

Miss Laurite’s family would not
speak to the press.

Courtesy of Brian Sokol
GRAND OPENING…The playground at Sycamore Field in Westfield has reopened to the delight of area children. A new
playground structure featuring a climbing wall, curved slide, crawl tube, arched bridge, race car panel and double slide
was recently installed at the park.

Schools to Open With New Facilities,
Differing Schedules for 2000-2001

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Schools in the coverage area of
The Westfield Leader will open on
schedule, several with significant
new facilities.

Deerfield School in Mountainside
has implemented an outside food
service for the first time this year,
which will be operating the cafete-
ria and serving lunches.

Mountainside is hanging over to a
full-day of kindergarten by extend-
ing the kindergarten day to 3 p.m.

Mountainside Chief School Ad-
ministrator Dr. Gerard Schaller said,
“Our district is fortunate to be able
to provide this benefit to our stu-
dents and parents.”

On September 12, the ad hoc com-
mittee formed to study the facilities
will present their recommendations
to the BOE. According to Dr.
Schaller, the student population at
Deerfield has grown from 611 stu-
dents last year to 632 students this
year, and is expected to continue to
grow.

A new elevator was installed at
Governor Livingston High School
in Berkeley Heights, a facility that
is shared with Mountainside. The
elevator will benefit handicapped
and injured students, according to
Berkeley Heights Business Admin-
istrator Bill Van Tassel.

Two sections of roof were in-
stalled at Governor Livingston, one
over the science wing and one over
the history wing.

Opening day for both Deerfield
and Governor Livingston is Sep-
tember 6.

Union Catholic High School in
Scotch Plains has installed a new,
state-of-the-art, 32-channel stage
lighting panel in the auditorium.
The building has also completed the
conversion from oil heat to gas heat.
A portion of the school roof was

replaced.
A new freshmen guidance center

has been added and all the fire doors
have been upgraded.

Toshiba laptop computers will be
made available for each of 200 new
freshmen students, according to Pub-
lic Relations Coordinator Bernadette
Liebrich. Almost 100 percent of the
student population will be on laptops
for the upcoming school year. The
students purchase the laptops for
their exclusive use during their four
years of high school.

Union Catholic will extend its
“Copernicus” on-line community to
school staff, parents and students.
Copernicus provides school assign-
ments and parent/teacher e-mail, as
well as teacher updates and other
school notices for parents. A sepa-
rate staff Web site allows teachers to
access student grades and keeps
track of student demographics, at-
tendance and health records.

Opening date for Union Catholic
will be September 5 for faculty ori-
entation, September 6 for freshmen
orientation, September 7 for new
teacher, sophomore and junior ori-
entation and September 8 for senior
orientation. September 11 will be
the first full day.

Renovations at Holy Trinity Pa-
rochial School in Westfield include
a new blacktop playground and park-
ing area. The blacktop was resur-
faced and new lines were painted
for a variety of sports activities,
including a three-lane jogging track
around the perimeter. A new tennis/
handball wall was installed, along
with a new fence and new basket-
ball hoops. The play area is open to
the public during non-school hours.

Holy Trinity will open half days
from September 6 to September 8,
with September 11 the first full day.

Westfield’s Redeemer Lutheran
Elementary School will open with a

full day schedule starting Septem-
ber 6. Opening chapel services will
start at 9:30 a.m.

Free College Course Offered
To County’s Senior Citizens

WESTFIELD– The Westfield Se-
nior Citizens Housing Corporation,
in conjunction with the Westfield
Foundation and the Learning Is For-
ever (LIFE) Center of Union County
College, will be sponsoring a class
on its premises during the fall semes-
ter of 2000.

“Introduction to Western Civiliza-
tion” will be taught by Dr. Christo-
pher Gibbs. This three credit course
will examine the history of Western
Civilization from ancient times to
about the year 1600. It covers the
development of the Greek, Roman,
Medieval and Early Modern civili-

zations.
This course will be held at 1133

Boynton Avenue on Fridays from 10
a.m. to noon, beginning September 8.

The LIFE Center courses are of-
fered free of charge to Union County
residents who are 62 or older. Regis-
tration will take place during the first
session of class.

Parking is available in designated
visitor parking areas and along
Boynton Avenue, or the access road
between the two buildings.

For more information or direc-
tions, please call Susan Lampert at
(908) 233-1733.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parents Rap
Superintendent

A to F, with “F” as the busiest.
A copy of information that was to be

distributed to council members last
night indicated the service ranked an
“F” at Broad and Prospect during rush
hours, compared to a “C” at Broad and
Elm Streets.

Also set to be evaluated last night
was a proposal to build a facility on lot
5 between Central Avenue and Elmer
Street. Proposed capacity would be
between 324 and 428 spaces. Included
is an extension of the deck onto the
existing private parking lot of Bombay
Company and the existing Westfield
Service League property.

Entry would be via Central and
Elmer, with an exit on Elmer.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Parking
Notice

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Open Fall Season
WESTFIELD — The Senior So-

cial Club of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield will
open its fall season on Monday, Sep-
tember 11, at 1:30 p.m. in the gym-
nasium of the elementary school.

Attendees are asked to use the
entrance on First Street. All senior
citizens are welcome.

During the meeting, members may
sign up for the first trip of the season,
which will be on Tuesday, October
17, to the Evergreen Dinner Theater
in Mountain Lakes for a performance
of I Remember Mama.

CSH to Present Annual Gala
Aboard Luxury Ship Sept. 21
MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s

Specialized Hospital (CSH) will
sponsor its 13th Annual Um-
brella Gala to benefit the hospi-
tal on Thursday, September 21,
aboard the luxury ship Horizon
as it cruises up the Hudson River
f rom Lincoln Harbor in
Weehawken.

Pfizer, Inc. of Morris Plains, a
research-based pharmaceutical
company, is the honorary sponsor
of the event. The Umbrella Gala
is the single largest fund-raising
event held in support of the hospi-
tal.

The gala will begin with an on-
shore cocktail reception at 6 p.m.,
followed by dinner in the ship’s
dining rooms as the Horizon trav-
els along the Hudson. Dancing
will take place on the fourth deck.

Roving entertainers will perform
for guests throughout the ship.

Among those serving on the
Planning Committee for the gala
are Barbara Rothman, Chair-
woman; Lynn Kolterjahn, Anita
Siegel and Hilary Weldon, all of
Westfield, and Donald Kolterjahn
of Fanwood.

Janet Jackson, also of
Westfield, is a member of the Ad
Journal Committee for the event.

CSH, New Jersey’s first com-
prehensive rehabilitation hospi-
tal dedicated exclusively to chil-
dren, serves patients from birth
through 21 years of age.

For further information about
tickets to the gala, please call the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation office at (908) 301-
5401.

We welcome your
input:

press@goleader.com

Jon M. Bramnick
1827 East Second Street

Scotch Plains, NJ

908-322-7000

20 Years of Civil Trial & Personal Injury
Law Experience .

Law Offices of

Personal Injury &
Negligence Law

John C Rodriguez

of Counsel Clarence A. Abramson

Jon M. Bramnick
Certified Trial Attorney

Stephanie Ann Mitterhoff


